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churches have quality, Biblicalbased adukfocused programs. Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to
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Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the Bible and the basic tenets and history of the
Faith. Among the reasons:

1 Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the chgdult Sundayschool classes/Bible
studies may be their first serious iottuction to what Christianity is all about
1 Christianity (and especially Evangelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular
culture (movies, music, etc.). We need teggfellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith agairst a
GFO1 62N (2 eINRYBASRS a aNKiIISRS aR ea Ay ™M t SGSNJ oYmMpO
1 Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history
of their Faith

To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and those just starting out in the

G{ OK22ft 2F /KNRAGé0YX LQOS gNARGGSY | aSNRASaE 2F O2dzNRSa
Jewish roots), as wedls the development of doctrine in the Church. The topics represented in these courses are
AYUSYRSR (12 020K FdzZNIKSNJ GKS LI NGAOALIYGQa o6Ffd Ay GKS
getics.

While the primary purpose of these arses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High Schoolland Co
lege projects, especially the coursesdsed primarily on historical aspects.

One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I comea fReformed
Church background), but | hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughout the various courses.
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Introduction

"There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesuis." (Gal
3: 2628, NIV)

This course is intended to portray women who have takiang leadership positions in the church,
from Biblical times to the Middle Ages. Some of the women discussed, such asaé#ie Judge or
Hilda of Whitby are well known and we#cognized. Others, such as Junias (the apostle?) are less re
ognized, andnay be the object of some controray.

| should also point out what this studyriet about. It is not a study of all major women in the Bible (just

the ones that | somewhat aib NI NA £ & | a&dA 3y af StseSisthefow)lLKissd ot NI O SN
a study of how attitudes toward women have changed over the years in the Christian Church, although

we may touch on some of those attitudes as we go from section to section. And finally, this isaiot a p

lemic for or against wmen priests, pastoreldersetccA G Qa LINBaASYydSR Ay || a2dzi
To be fair, though, | should point out that the denominations in my religious background (Schwenkfel

er, Preslterian, Methodist) all allow women in any leadership position in the church.

One final noteg the descriptions of the various women leaders are not meant to be completediogr
phies, but rather focus on the &ence of their leadership.

5STAYAY3A af SIFRSNE

I will cheerfully admit that my definition of leader is somewhatitgy. Bebw is a list of leadership

OKI N} OGSNRAaGAOa GKIFIG LQOS RSTFAYSR Ay GKA&a &addzRe:z
characteristics in Church history.

Attribute Example(s)
Abbesses Melanie the Younger, St. Brigid of Ireland
Hilda of Whitby
Apostle (NT) Junias (?)
Bishops St. Brigid of Ireland (?)
Church reformers St. Catherine of Sienna, St. Bridget oESw
den
Deacons A NT: Phoebe
A St. Olympias
Founders of o A NT: Priscilla, Nympha
ders/churches or A St. Olympias, Melanie the Youngst,
monasteries Paula, St. Brigid of Ireland, St. Clare o
Assisi
Judges (OT) Deborah
Military leaders Deborah, Joan of Arc
Patrons A NT: Mary Magdalene, Joanna the wife

of Cuza, the manager of Herod's heus
hold, Susanna

A St. Olympias, Melania the Elder

Prophets/visonaries | A NT/OT: Miriam, Deborah, HuldahnA
na, Daugters of Philip

A St. Catherine of Sienna, St. Bridget of
Sweden, Joan of Arc




Attribute Example(s)
Risk themselvesto | A OT: Esther, Judith
save others A Joan of Arc
Theologians/Scholarg St. Paula, St. Catherine of Sienna

Women adeaders in the church quiz

1. T/F There is no example in the Old Testament of a woman being the highest political leader of
the Jews

2. T/IF Women are mentioned in both the Old Testament and the News Testament as being
prophets (or having the gift of prdyecy)

3. T/F No woman is referred to by name in the Newtdiment as having been a deacon

4. T/F The Apostle Paul acknowledged no women as churderiea

5. T/F The first person to be given the charter to spread the word of the resurrection of Jesus was

Mary Magdilene

T/F The Bible identifies Mary Magdalene as having beemaefgprostitute

¢tk C ¢tKSNBE KI @S 0SSy y2 ¢2YSy K2y2NBR gA0GK (K

Catholic Church

8. T/F During the Middle Ages, there were monastic establishments corgaboth men and
women, ruled over by anbdess

9. T/F Only men were allowed to found religious orders during the Middle Ages

10. T/F After the Reformation, most Protestant denominations moved quickly to accept women as
pastors and priests

No

Old Testament era

The@ R ¢Sadl YSyd o0AyOfdzRAYy3a GKS ! LRONBLKI O R2SayQi
the ones that itdoesdisOdza @ GSYyR (2 0S RSAONAOSR Ay GAGBAR G SN):
Name Leadership Pdsion Key Bible
Books
Miriam Proptetess, leader Exodus
Deborah Judge, prophetess, ntéry Judges
leader
Huldah Prophetess 2 Kings, 2
Chroricles
Esther Jewish Queen of Persia Esther
Judith Saved Jewish city Judith

Miriam (c. 13th century B.C.)

The first woman in the Bible to be givdre appellation propetess was Miriam, the sister of Moses and
Aaron. The title appears in Exodus when Miriam leads the women of the Israelites in a victory chant
FFGSNI 6KS RSaGUNHzOGA2Y 2F LIKINI2KQa | N¥Yeé Ay (GKS wS

®Then Miriam theprophetess Aaro2a aA &G SNE G221 F GFYo2dz2NAYS Ay KSNI K
her, with tambourines and dancing. [emphasis added]
#Miriam sang to them:

G{Ay3a (2 G4KS [hw5Z

for he is highly exalted.

The horse and its rider

KS Kl & KdzZNI SR A WR@21L,INKS &SI ®é O609E2Rdza ™



In Numbers 12:2, Miriam identifies herself as a prophet.

'y S@Sy aiNRBy3ISNI OfFAY A& YIRS F2NJ aANRFIY®@a SRS
ing part of the leadership trimvirate of Moses, Aaron and Miriam:

* I brought yai up out of Egypt
and redeemed you from the land of slavery.
| sent Moses to lead you,
also Aaron and Miriam. (Micah 6:4, NIV)

Deborah (c. 12th century B.C.)

Perhaps the most powerful woman depicted in the Old dmsnt is
Deborah the Judge. She igieasly described as a judge, the lead:
of Israel, a prophetess, and a military leader. After Moses, axly
muel and Deborah combined all these qualities. The follow
verses in Judges attest to the first three aimentioned attributes:

“Beborah, aprophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, was leading Israel
that time. >She held court under the Palm of Deborah between Rarr
and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites came to &
to have their #6LJdzi S& RS OA RSR ®¢ OWdzR3ISa

Hertalents as a military commander are described in the following verses in Judges 4, when she rallies
the Israelites to defeat an army of a Canaanite King named Jabin. First she delivers a prophecy to her
selected commander Barak:

G¢KS [hws5XINIKEIDHDRYYX¥FYRE &2dzy wWD2x (11S 6AWwK &2dz G
lun and lead the way to Mount Tabdt. g A f £ € dz2NB { A&4SNI = GKS Oyl y RSNJ
and his troops to the Kishon River and give liin2 & 2 dzNJ K les/4lB8) ® Q ¢ 0 WdzR 3
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Barak agrees, but only after Deborah agrees to go with hielboiah notes before the battle:

G.dzi 0SOFdzasS 2F GKS gl & @2dz FNB® 3I2Ay3 Fo2dzi- 4KAATZ (K
sera [the Canaanite commander] overto aworeh 6 WdzZR3IS& nYdE bL+0

Deborah goes on to order the 10,000 man attack, and the Israelites are successful, killing all of their
enemies.

Huldah (c. 7th century B.C.)

Huldah the prophetess is probably the first person to declare ttemidocument (probablyhte Book of
Deuteronomy) to be Holy Scripture (c. 621 B.C.). The stogs@gilded in 2 Kings 22 and 2 Chronicles
34. It takes place during the reign of King Josiah, when workmen repairing the Temple of Sowmon di
cover an old scroll. The High Priedkidh knows an important find has been made, exclaiming:

SYAE{AFK GKS KAIK LINKASad alAR G2 {KFLKFIY G(KS aSONBGI N
0KS [ hw5 d¢ ¢ OH YAY3a HHYYZI bLz%0O



After the book is shared with King Josiah, Josiah ctwaties high priest and chief of state to find out
more about the book, and its otents:

GD2 YR AYIldzZANB 2F GKS [ hwb5 udalabduvdat is yiriken h2hidbodkk S LIS 2 LI ¢
GKFd KFra 0SSy T2dzyR®é 6H YAYIEA HHYYZ DbLzO

The officers (icluding High Priest Hilkiah) choose to go to the home of Huldah the prophetess-for fu
ther elucidation:

““ilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Acbor, Shaphan and Asaiah went to speak to the prophetess Huldah, who
was the wife of Shallum son of Tikvah, the soiafhas, keeper of the wardrobe. She lived in Jerusalem,
Ay GKS {SO2yR 5AaGNAROGPE OoH YAYIEA HHYMNI bL%D

The choice of Huldah as the authority to whom the chief priest goes is especially interesting in light of
the fact that the prophets Jeremiah, Zephaniamd Mhum all lived in the same area at the time. Yet
Huldah was chosen.

LYYSRAIFIGStEe I FGSNIGKS YAy3dQa Syid2dz2NF 3S | NNASBSR |

iMPKS AFAR G2 GKSYS d¢KAa Aada o6KIFG (KSseptlyouSosme, i KS D2R
YWeKAA AAd gKEG GKS [hws aleéay L Y 32Ay3 (G2y-0NAYy3I RA A
thing written in the book the king of Judah has redBecause they have forsaken me and burned i

cense to other gods and provokede to anger by all the idols their hands have made, my anger will burn

3L Ayald GKA& LIX I OS reff fRe king df Judalf, dviio sentSoulitodizyylr©dt B ORD,

WeKAA A& oKFEG GKS [hwsE GKS D2R ri2'¥Bechuseybuslieatwas ¢ & 02y O
responsive and you humbled yourself before the LORD when you heard what | have spoken against this

place and its people, that they would become accursed and laid waste, and because you tore your robes

and wept in my presence,have heard you, declares the LORIFherefore | will gather you to youaf

thers, and you will be buried in peace. Your eyes will not see all the disaster | am going to bring on this

LI | OSdQ¢ @aNVAYI& HHYMP

According to Jewish tradition, Huldafas the head of an adamy in Jerusalem.

Interestingly enough, the great Reformer John Calvin (somewhalggrgly) used Huldah and Deborah
as examples of whrale leaders might, at times, be legitimate:

G¢g2 @SENR |323F W2KY ol fiskdd my opinidn respding feinde govargn@t.NA |-
frankly answered that because it was a deviation from the primitive and established order of nature, it
ought to be held as a judgment on man for his dereliction of his rights just like stavérgt nevertheless

certain women had sometimes been so gifted that the singular blessing of God was conspicuous in them,
and made it manifest that they had been raised up by thevjglence of God, either because he willed by

such examples to condemn the supinesad men, or thus show more distinctly his own glory. | hare i

ailF yOSR | dzf RI Keter tgf WillishnSTacl1IFIK © ¢ 6

Esther 6th century B.C.)

Esther was the Jewish Queen of Persian King Xerxes | (fitlnge She is in this collection because she
risked her life to save Jews who had beeryé&ded for genocide by the evil Chief Minister of King Xerxes,
Haman.



Esther knows that the only way to save the Jews is to petition the i
but to petition the King carries the risk of death:

P el  LINZ

ot f] AlyKERA 2FTTFAOALFEA YR GKS LIS2

any man or woman who approaches the king in the inner court without be}

summoned the king has but one law: that he be put to death. The onlypex¢|f

tion to this is for the king to extenthe gold scepter to him and spare his lifg});

ButthrG @ RIF&a KI @S LI aaSR aiAyoS L gl 2 G2 Gf

In the Old Testament version of Esther, the King receives EstHemth R
incident because he seems glad to see her. The vensitme Apcrypha %f‘g;“
(from the Septuagint) describes a more touch and go situation:

a Lifting his face, flushed with splendor, he looked at her in fierce anger. The queen faltered, and turned

pale and faint, and collapsed on the head of the maid who wentant fof her.®Then God changed the

spirit of the king to gentleness, and in alarm he sprang from his throne and took her in his arms until she

came to herself. He comforted her with soothing words, and said to%e?, K & Aa Ad= 9&dKSNK
husbandTake courage’”, 2dz a Kl ff y20 RASS F2NJ 2dzNJ f 1 ¢ | LI ASa 2yt
(Gk) 15:710, NRSV)

In time, Queen Esther persuades“the King to send out a decree allowing the Jews to protect themselves
¢EYyR 1TFEYLEY Aa SdufagedsirénBrdberedInihée Reddwdd Purim.

Judith (c. 5th century B.C.)

The Apocryphal Book of Judith is the story of a beautiful young widow who saves a Jewish town from
the massed troops of King Nebuchadpar. Next to Deborah, the namesake of fBeok of Judith is
perhaps the strongest woman depicted in the Old Testament or the Apbar; and perhaps the most
praised. It should be noted that some observers (including Martin Luther) believe that Judith is a folk
tale, and is not to be taken as deiing an actual siorical event.

WdzZRAGKQa G266y O0GKS 20KSNBAAS dzyly26y . SGKdzZ A0 A
commander Holefernes. Holefernes gives orders to cut off taemsupply of Bethulia, and in a short

time, the city is corpletely without water. In despair, the citizens consider surrendering, but Judith

gives a passionate speech to the elders of the town, aminoes them to let her try to save them.

Judith becomes a spy in the camp of éfetnes, who falls in love wither. Eventually Judith is able to
assassinate him by tiing off his head.

Judith returns to Bethulia in triumph, and the besieging army eventually withdrawals in disarray. The
Elder Uzziah says afdith:

% KSy ' 11 Al K & lhtarRouarg bleksSd\d théihost Ril
God above all other women on earth; and blessed be the Lord God,
created the heavens and the earth, who has guided you to cut off =
head of the leader of our enemie¥Your praise will never depart fromg¥ag; _' {
the hearts of th@e who remember the power of Gof:PMay God grant s— e

this to be a perpetual honor to you, and may he reward you with slepsce=*
i V-

ings, because you risked your own life when our nation was brought |
and you averted our ruin, walking in the straight path before Bu2 R
YR Fff GKS LIS2 LI (Judith L3XRC NRSV)Y Sy ©



The story of Judith of Bethulia was made into a silent film by D.Wfitkein 1913/14. (Photoabove
Still fromJudith of BethuliaD.W. Gffith, 1914)

New Testament

There are a nmber of interesting descriptions of women asdess in the New Testament, including
several prophets (Elizabeth, Anna, four daughters of Philip), a deacon (Phoebe), and, perhaps, even an
FLI2adGtsS 6WdzyAl ao o 2S50ff RA&AOdzaad (KS D2aLISta TFTANR

The Gospels

Elzabeth

The story of Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist, is described in the first chapter of Luke- She a
pears in our study here because, at least once, she is granted the gift of prophecy. The incident occurs
when her kinsman Mary, who is pregriamith the baby Jesus, visits her:

44k that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Jud&ehere she entered &

OKI NAFKQad K2Y$S I yYRKENBSTHIARI @3 GK 8SIIKR al NEQa INBSGAY
womb, and Eliabeth was filled with the Holy Spirt’Ly + f 2dzR @2A 0SS akK$S SEOf I AYSR
among women, and blessed is the child you will bé&But why am | so favored, that the mother of my

Lord should come to me”?As soon as the sound of your greetirgiched my ears, the baby in my womb

leaped for joy.*Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be-acco

L AAKSRHé 45 NNV[ d21 S mMYo

Anna

Anna, an 84yearold Temple attendant, is another example of a gnefess in theNew Testament, and
is one of the first people to proclaim that Jesus is the Messiah. The description occurs in Luke 2:

%°fhere was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old;
she had lived with her husbarskven years after her marriag&and then was a widow until she was
eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and pra§@gming up to

them [Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus] at that very moment, she gave thanks tan@spoke about

the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusal@pré 0 [-3&|NS/, emphe c

sis added)

Mary Magdalene
Mary Magdalene was a follower of Jesus, and a supporggrdip) of his ministry, as in Luke 841

10

































