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LQ@S teéndalstoag believer in adult Sunday School classes and Bible studies in our churches. And many
churches have quality, Biblicalbhased adukfocused programs. Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to
R2gy LX & | Rdzf 0 SRdzO!I diefllzafidh (N6t Oatkihng/imitsed)yor fOdkising GhNdB yie@ds of
0KS adzy OKdzNOKSRE I ¢ K StoiganditiealdlgyOasie ofedzidifposelyigndded.dzNO K K A

Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the Bible and the basts #nd history of the
Faith. Among the @sons:

1 Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the chgdult Sunday School classes/Bible
studies may be their first serious introduction to what Christianity is all about

1 Christianity (andespecially Evangelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular
culture (movies, music, etc.). We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith against a
GFO1 62N (2 eINRYBASRS a aNFIBSEEP aR ea Ay m t Si

1 Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history
of their Faith

To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and those justgtant in the

G{ ORF2t/ KNAAGe¢ 0 LQ@GS gNAGGSY | aSNARSa 2F O2dzZNESa GKI G
Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church. The topics represented in these courses are
intended to both further the p NJi A Owalklinythé Ekith, as well as serve as a starting point for Christiam-apol

getics.

While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High Schdel and Co
lege projects, especially the courses focupeitharily on historical aspects.

One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestampoiet (I come from a Reformed
Church background), but I hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughout the various courses.

Front Cover: William Penn LOCUWSZC42141, Camp meeting LOGUSZC#72, Kenesaw Methodist Church
(cdlection of Jack Little), Stonewall Jackson LOO3452



A Brief History ofProtestanismin the United
States

Written by RobetrJones
Acworth, Georgia
© 2008

To purchase the accompanying PowerPoint 8p2or to order printed booklets:

www.sundayschoolcourses.com/usprotestants

To access thispdf file on the Web (free):

www.sundayschoolcourses.com/usprotestants/usprotestants.pdf

Robert C. Jones
POB 1775
Kennesaw, GA 30156

robertcjones@mindspring.com
http://www.s undayschoolcourses.com/



http://www.sundayschoolcourses.com/usprotestants
http://www.sundayschoolcourses.com/usprotestants/usprotestants.pdf

Contents

RO 510 O 1 1] N TN 5
1O U] AT U PP UPPTTTTRRRPTRI 5
DEFINITIONS AND CONTROVERSIES. .. .etuittttiittnetttneesimneesssnesstaeeetssssn s eamsta e rasessaaereseeeanimaeessnssestssersnneeees 5.

1001 7

51001 7

001 9
GREAT AWAKENING ...evuiittnieitteesan ettt ieeese et e s saassstaseeta e s ammasa s saa et et s eas s san s eaenssas e easessansestassessannnsessnnesren 10
AVA ST SZS o AV £ 1 12
REVOLUTIONARY WWAR ..ot itiei ittt ettt e et ee e et e ettt e e e e e st e e et e s e et s e s se et ee e b s et ammta s e st e e eaansssanssetnsnnneeansnss 13

RS0 01 15
THE GREAT REVIVAL 1u ittt ettt e et e eee ettt e e et e st s e e e e ta s semaa s e s e e aaesaa s e aa e s ta e s anseemta s e an s e ba s s an s st s bnssananesnssbnsren 16

(O E= T [T ] o] T PO P PP OPPPRTPP 19
[ (0] TR TEE TSR\, [0 1YY 41T 2 R 19
LAY Y = P 19
Y o To 1T To] AT 0LV =T 1 41T ) AN 20
0] 16T @ YT = V= S 21
United States ChriStian COMMISSION.......ciiuu it ceeer et e et e e s e e e s e e e et e e ssaa s stasssemntasessnsesees 21
I LR CTL=T= L =T= Lo (=T 22
RSN A2 LT T 1 L= =T g o S 23
RESUILS. ..ottt ettt e e e e et e e et e et e et e e s ettt ettt eaa e tan e team—— e rateara et aaranan 23

e 1001 23
RISE OF PEN T E C O ST ALISM .t itiitttetttetetesn s mees et et et et et saa s arersses et aeteeteetasts s asnessessensessesseneereesesrnnres 26
BILLY SUNDAY (1862- 1935).....uutitiiieiiiiiiiee e e sttt e s skttt e e sammt e e s bbbt e e s sabb b et e e sammt e e s annbbbeeeeesannnreeeeean 27
SCOPESIMONKEY TRIAL «.ttuiituiituiittteen et teeeesea et ettt eaa et tan s s eaa st tan et taasea s tamaa st seasetsstassasstsennntseres 28
PROHIBITION AND THE TEMPERANCEM OVEMENT ....oetuteitteettsetsteesimmseesasestassestasesansseamessssensessansessnssessnines 30
RISE OFf1 IHW EVANGELICALISM O...vuiiiiett e eeeett e e et eeemte e e s eetaaseessebas s seaeesssssaaasessssaasessessbmmnsa s sessssnasseesenes 32
RELIGION AND POLITICS ..ittittitittti ettt e e et e et e e et e st e e s s semns e e aa e s aa e e s e s ba e s an e st s sanmta s baseanssbassanssanesbnnnssanns 33
EVANGELICALS AND THE IMEDIA .. ituittiiteiii ettt et eee s e et e et et e et e et esam s s s e et e s b e et e et e s e seamba s et e st ssaneeteeans 35
L@ I =0T =AY Y, = N T 35
RISE OF THEMEGACHURCH, AND THE NON-DENOMINATIONAL CHURCH. . ... iitiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeimene e eetes e eeane s eanas 36

20101 36

1010 ]2 O i TR 38

ABOUT THE AUTHOR oottt et e e e e et e et et aeaee e e e e e e ea e et ee e e e s am— s e et e s eerseeaareetsaaenennaes 39



Introduction

This course is meant to be a compantonmy Origins of the Major Protestant Denominations in the
United Statesourse. That course viewed Protestant history in the United States through the prism of
the experiences of the Protestant denominations. This course will take the view of examajog
trends and movements in Protestantism, many of which affected multiple démettions (or passed
them by).

l'a gA0K GKS SIENIASNI O2dzNASY LQ@S T20dzaSR IGNA Y I NA f
this is not a course about Mormons, SetreDay Adventists, or Je@l KQa 2 Ay Saa 0} I f
O2dzNES A& LINAYINRf@ |o2dzi tNRGSadblyld Y2@SY Ga Ly
Roman Catholic experience in Arnoa as a comparison.

Sa
Sy

In a brief course such as this, it8fi L}2&daAofS G2 OF LIdINBE SHSNE (NBYR:
captured many of the key ones.

Quiz
1. T/F The Evangelical movement of the lat& 28ntury became a potent force for electing e
ocrat politicians
T/F During the Civil War, both sidestiil@ K& G KS& gSNB FAIKGAYA daoAilK
T/F The great revivals of the early"&entury were fueled pmarily by the Methodists
T/FBilly Graham rose to prominence by advocating strict adherence to deraional ties
T/F People from Europe flockéd2 2 Af f Al'Y tSyyQa at Syyaet dlyAal ¢
tariffs
T/FCircuit riding preachensere so named because they woulften visit raetracks to preach
7. T/F No preacher has ever won a state in a Republican or Batiwoprimary
8. T/F Jonathan Buards, author ofSinners in the Hands of an Angry Gads a key figure in the
18"0Sy idzNE aDNBFG ! 61 {SyAy3é
9. ¢kC ¢KS {02L)Sa daRrugdgnmebtdsm tb Nasitallydie adi-irditde Sited States
10. T/F The Temperance Movement (and the ensuing Priotii)iwas primarily advocated by rel
gious women opposed to (among other things) domestitevice

arwn

o

Definitions andControversies

In addition to doctrinal differences (infant versus adult baptism, free will versus gtied#on, etc.),
Protestants have atsbeen divided omther issues such as:

Style of worship (charismatic versus liturgical)

G{ LANRTGSR: OSNHdzA NI GA2yl fAad

Should the Bible generally be taken literarily? Is the Bible inerrant?

What is the most important message of the New Testamerd®@iabGospel versus salvation

focused.

f L& WS&adza (GKS 5A0AYS {2y 2F D2RX 2NJ 2dz&ad | a3I22R
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Keeping the above divisions in mind, here are some terms used in the text of this course which are often
used to provide &onvenientway to categoze where Chsiians stand on some of these issues. Note
that these are my definitongsi KS&@ QNBX y 20 FTNRY | RAOGAZ2YI NBRO®



Charismaticc ISy SN f £ & NBFSNER G2 I|-TAfE6RRFARR WBMEA LI (0 KI G
volves the use of modern usic and eletric instruments, but not always. Charismatic worship has been

around at least since the f9century revivals, but it really took off with the rise of the Pentecostal
movement in the latel9" and early20" centuries

Fundamentalistsg genaally believe that the Bible is meant to be taken literally, and that the Bible is
inerrant (.e. There are no mistakes in the Bible). The Americard&mentalist movement came into
the public eye during the Scopes Monkey Trial in the 1920s.

Mainline denominationsor mainline churches; This one is a little harder to pin down, but thise of

GKS GSNXY aYFIAYytAYyS RSy2YAylLdAzyaé Aa GeLAOFffe NB
Northeastern part of the United States, and have grownSnera A y 3t @ af A6 SNI f & 2 FSN
might include Presbyterian Church U.S.A., United Methodist Church (whizheatime was a young

upstart denomination in both the United States and England),iéanylEpiscopal, Lutheran and United

Church of Christ Northern Baptist churches are sometimes included in this category. Mainline denom
Y6IEGA2ya 2N OKdzND KSEecial Goshds FH@HADM fd R K2 diKSiXx 6St ASJ)
2F GKS bS¢g ¢SadlyYSyid Aa aft20S (GKeé ySAIKO2NE®

oSocial Gospélg Social Gospel Christians (often associated with mainline denominations/churahes) b
fAS@PS GGKIG GKS (1S& YSaarasS 2F GKS bS¢g ¢SadlySyid A
view that the primary role of the New Testament is to provide a roagror righteous living. The wsa

ing grace of God, Jesus as the Divine Son of God, and eschatological themes are rarely empbasized. S

cial Gospel advocates are often more focused on what Jesus said than on who he was.

Evangelicak This is the hardest @nto define, because it means so many things to so many different
LIS2 LX S o ¢CKS YIFIAYAGNBIY LINBa&aFunddngrigs a Wie> dadad (KNGS 3
gelicals are not Fundamentalists (almost all Famentalists are Evangelicals, though).

So,what does it mean to be an Evangelical? The term was first used by Martin Luther to describe the
key precepts of Protestantism, whidatciude:

1 All mankind are unregenerate sinnerthere is nothing that man can do on his own to achieve sa
vation

1 Sinisa massive gulf between God and huma@od sent his Son, Jesus, to redeem the sins of ma
kind

1 Through faith in Jesus, humans can become reconciled (justified) with God

1 Salvation for humans beings is through the Grace (unmerited favor) of GodNmlgneis worthy
of salvation

1 Mankind is not saved through worksvorks are a result of justifation, not a cause

So, if you believe those things, you can refer to yourself as an Eiaigel
However, the termEvangelicah modern times (at least in the Uad States) carries other conragions

than simply believing in the key precepts of Protestantism promulgated by Luther and Calvin. These
could include:



1 Evangelicals typically put a strong emphasis on the saving grace of God, Jesus as the Divine Son
of God, and eschatological themes

1 In many Southern denominations and churchEsangelicah & &d&y2yeéY2dza gA0K a

F3FLAYE€X 2N KFEGAay3a | 02y @SNAA 2 ¢anBvargSidehkitBoytO S © |
LldzG G Ay 3 SYLKI &Aa 2eyice ImanyEvahdelica wekk lraisgdéChriStiar 8
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OANILKYX ¢gSNB o0FLIWATSR Fa AyFrydaaz.lyR KIFE@S yS@S
T ¢2 Ylye BvidgeldilSR aqady2yeyYz2dza gAGK GKS YAyAadNe

OSNI I Ayf & RARYQAmeliciraangdicairdd&esso’s ¢f BilyLGraham include
Jonathan Edwards, George Whitefield, Dwight Moody, Francis Asbury, John Darby, and Billy
Sunday.

T LYy GKS f IBuahgeicgl KEBWNBRIa@ GF 1Sy 2y | LRIRA-GAOI
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ever, not alEvangelical are Republican.

éConservativé @ S NierdEn 2ANJ d a 2 Rwhdidfifese fieéms are used in the context of modern
Protestantism, onservative is often synonymous witEvangelicksm (and its emphasis on the saving

INI OS 2F D2R (KS CIFIUKSNE WSadza a GKS 5AQkRyS {2y
2yeY2dza 6 A0K ce¥derosiihaliofisStidat pie&ctizBI0H Gspel In this context, these

terms are not sgonymous with political affiliations. For example, many black churches are conservative

from a theological viewpoint, but liberal frompolitical viewpoint.

To sum up, anrief History of Protestantism the United Statesvill necessarily need to address the
tensions described aboveSpiritfilled versus rationalistEvangelicaind/or Fundamental & i @8 NBA dza &
cial Gospél = | Yy R OKIFNRAaYlIGdAO @SNRdza f AGdzNBAOI f @

1500s

1565 First permanentRoman Catholic parish established ir
America at St. égustine, Florida
Late16" Cen- | Franciscan priests found a seriesRdman Catholimis-
tury sions in Florida, and along the Gulf coast
1598-1680 | 40Roman Catholimissions established in New Mexico

In the new world, Christianity was represented in the 1500s primarilyHgy Roman CatHiz Church,
with late-16™ Century churches established in Florida, the Gulf Coast and New Mexico, as rBpain i
creased its preence in those areas.

1600s

1607 Frst congregation at Jamestowinglican)
1611 First Presbyterian congregation in America, in Virgi
1619 Lutheran service at Hudson Bay

September 6, | Pilgrims embark for America aboard the Mayflow
1620 (Congregationaligt
1630 Puritans embark fothe New World(Congregationk

ist)

1636 Massachusetts Bay Colony votes to give £400gt0




Date Event

tablish a college in Cambridge, MA, named after e
benefactor John HarvardCongregationaligt

1639

Separatist minister Roger Williams establishes a-B
ist churchin Providence, Rhode Isla@aptis)

1662

alaal OKdza Sid G a 2R LIGED S
laxing rules limiting church membersh{gongreg-
tionalist)

1677-1683

William Penn, an English Quaker, establishes Pén
GLyAl 64t SyyQa 2 zigigua told-
ance

1683

Mennonites settle in Germantown, Pennsylva
(Mennonite/Amish)

1689

Puritan charter is revoked, guaranteeing otheri-g
gious groups (Quakers, Baptists, Anglicansjicels
freedom(Congregationaligt

1691-1692

Witchcratft trids in Salem; 19 executed for whitraft
(Congregationaligt

Protestantism began to flourish in America in the 1600s as denominations including Anglican,eRresbyt
rian, Lutheran, Baptist, Congregationalist, Amish/Mennonite andkénsaestablished a preseadn the

new world, mostly in the northeast and Virginia. Religious tolerance was an issue throughoutthe ce
tury, as the Congregationalists in New England established restrictions on other denominations. William
Penn would begin his grand experimentr@ligious tolerance in Pennsylvania, and would attract many
Protestant groups including the Amish/Mennonites, Lutherans, Presbyterians, Sdieldens, German
Reformed Churches, and the SevemAy Baptists.

William Penn1644¢ 1718 was an English @ker who longed for g
freedom to practice his religion wibut persecution (he was jailed

once in England for publishing a
the Tiinity). William Penn would

death of his father (Admiral Sir llam Penn), King Charles II ¢
England granted the young Penn a vast tract of land webteof

Jersey in America. Penn would

tract questioning the doctrin
receive his wish when, after t

go oncteate a haven for re}

gious dissidents (especially German religious idksds). Penn--‘.,_.

personally designed the greaiess OA (& 2F t Sy

222Raé03X tKAfIR

e =y 03

St LKA 64/ AGe 27F far dePeipliySnsdndbuilt 2 S ¢ 0 @
an estate in Bucks County called Pgbury Manor.(Photo:The Landing of William Pehn

The Congregationalists haas their ancestors the Puritan3he Puritans were a group within the Angl

Oty | KdzNOK GKI

g yiGSR (2 d&LJzZNRTeEE

Separatists, who advocated a clean break from the Churchgbéduith

G§KS OKdzNDOK

In 1620, thePilgrims, a radical offshoot of the Puritans, saiifor America on theMayflower. Following
close behind them in 1630 were another group of Puritans whétdbdished a colony in Massachusetts.
These two groups would have great influence on religind govenment in New England for the next

100 years.

! Library of Congress HIS7C42141



Congregationalists believed in local autonomy for churches, adopted a Presbyterian form of government
on a regional and ational level, and were strict Calvinists. In fact, in the early years, essns and
Congregationalists were closely assted in the Northeastern part of the United States.

The strong Calvinist roots of the early years of America/United States were sown in the 1600s.

1700s
Date Events
18" century | Split among Baptists in2 & hf R [ A 3K
FYR dabS¢ [A3TAKGaé o6Y2NB

Holy Spirit and emotionalism)
1 Black Baptist churches begin to be formed in
South

1706 First American Presbytery at Philadelp{Raesbyteriap

1734 Jonathan Edwards ia key figure in th&reat Awakeingin
the United States

1735/37 Wesley$hission to GeorgiéMethodist)

1740 t NBao@dSNARFY [/ KdzZNOK alLJ A
NEGAGItA&aGa Iy RPreSterig) a A R 4

1740 Methodist George Whigfield arrives in America, an
spreads the work of the Great Awakening through Ame

1757 Presbyteriarreunification from the 1740 split

1766 First Methodist Societies in the U.S.

17691771 |John Wesley sends lay ministers to the Colonies, dlivudy
FrancisAsbury (Methodist)

1769 Junipero Serra founds Mission San Diego idal& at Sa
Diego. Eventually, a total of 21 missions would be &s
lished in Californiathe last in 1823.(Roman Catholi
Church

1770 Mother Ann Lee (1736784) has a revelatiorhat sex is g
the root of all human evil; celibacy becomes foundatio
Shakers

1775-1783 |Disarray in the American version of the Church afi&d,
as the Revolutionary War exposes divided loyal(isgl-
can)

17761779 |Many Methodist preachers andogregants, loyal to En
land, flee to Caada or England

17761783 |30 Presbyterian ministers enroll in Continental Army
chaplains

1776 Three Catholics sign the Declaration ofdpendence (an
later, the Constitution)¢ Thomas Fitzsimmons, Char
Caroll, and Daniel Carroll

1776 Rev. John Witherspoon, a Presbyterian minister, sign
Declaration of Independence

1783 Conference of churches in Maryland adopts the ng
Protestant Episcopal Church

1784 Christmas Conference in Baltimore organizes Mdikt

Episcopal Church and appoints first bishog$-rancis A-
bury and Thomas Coke




Date | Events

1789 First meeting of the House of Bishopshurch constit-
tion adopted in Philadelphia. Formal separation from
Church of Englan@Anglican)

1789 First General Assebly (Presbyteriai
1792 First General Conference hdldethodist)
1793 73,471 Baptists in the U.S., 25% of them Black

The 1700s would see rapid growth among Protestant Churches in America, and an importarg-new d
nomination¢ the Methodists¢ would sé the stage for a great religious revival in thextcentury.

An earlier religious revival, now called the Great Awakening, was ignited by thehprgad a Calvinist
Congregationalisminister named Jonathan Edwards, author of what is perhaps the faostus se-
mon in American historySinners in the Hands of an Angry sodhe revival spread to the 13 colonies
because of the charisma and speaking ability of a Calvinist Methodist preacher named @&ttiete
field.

The 1700s also saw the emergence ofissue that continues to split Protestantism todayhe differ-

ence between Spirted worship and a rationalist/liturgical viewBaptists, for example, split y 12 dahf R
[A3KGaeg ONrdAzylftAaadao yR abSg [ A3JKdndeémotiond2 NE T2 (
ism). In 1740, thePresbyterian Church split over fesd SG 6 SSy daySe A a8 RS¢ YRBAROR
Calvinists. While Cahist/rationalist preacher Jonathan Edwards sparked the Great Awakening, he was
suspcious of overt emotionalism worship.

An even greater split impacted the 1700s, as denominafidmsrches, pastors, and congregants chose
sides during the American Revolution.

Great Awakening

The first great revival in America started at a small church in Northhampton, Massdtshin 1734.
Calvinist preacher Jonath&dwardspreached five sermons that had a profound impact on his cangr
gation (300 were saved in the course of a wintaahd inhabitants of nearby towns. In time, the Great
Awakening would impact all of New Englamdth the arrival of George Whitefield to the United States
in 1740, it would spread to the rest of the country, and even to England.

Jonathan Edwards would later write about his experiences during the beginning of the Great Awakening
in his bookA Faithtil Narrative of the Surprising Work of God

The work in this town, and others about us, has been extraordinary on account of the universalityi-of it, a
fecting all sorts, sober and vicious, highand Iby OK YR LI22NE ¢6AaS | yR dzygArasSx

This dispensationds also appeared very extraordinary in the numbers of those on whom we have reason
to hope it has had a saving effect. We have about six hundred and twenty communicants, which include
almost all our adult persons. The church was very large before; bubpersever thronged into it as they

did in the late extraordinary timeOur sacraments are eight weeks asunder, and | received into oo co
munion about a hundred before one sanrent, fourscore of them at one time, whose appearance, when
they presented thenselves together to make an open explicit profession of Christianity, was very-affec
ingtotheconged I G A 2 y X

?Handbook of Denominations in the United StatesFank S. Mead and Bwaiel S. Hill (Abingdon, 1995)
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| am far from pretending to be able to determine how many have lately been the subjects of such mercy;
but if | may be allowed to declare any rtigi that appears to me probable in a thing of thin nature, | hope
that more than 300 souls were savingly brought home to Christ, in this town, in the space of half g year
and about the same number of males a¥'f- £ S X

XThese awakenings when they have fisgtized on persons, have had two effects; one was, that they
have brought them immediately to quit their sinful practices; and the looser sort have been brought to
forsake and dread their former vices and extravagances. When once the Spirit of God bdmasdo
wonderfully poured out in a general way through the town, people had soon done with their old quarrels,
backbitings, and intermeddling with other men's matters. The tavern was soon left empty, and persons
kept very much at home; none went abroad es$ on necessary business, or on some religious account,
and every day seemed in many respects like a Sabtayh The other effect was, that it put them on
earnest application to the means of salvation, reading, prayer, meditation, the ordinances oftfGodés

and private conference; their cry was, What shall we do to be saVé#?place of resort was nowla
tered, it was no longer the tavern, but the minister's house that was thronged far more than ever the
tavern had been wont to bé

It should be notd that this revival in the beginning was not like the gresiivals of the 18 Gentury, or

Billy Graham crusades in theﬁzﬁentury. As Edwards wrote above, it was the church house, not the

camp meeting or stadium that was the center of thawival. Tere was little of the ecstatic fervor of

later revivalsg after all, Jonathan dwvards was a Calvinist rationalist, and would have considered the
excesses of later revivals as suspicious. The beginning of the Great Awakening was characterized by
peoplereFt SOGAY3I 2y GKSANI 26y AAYyTFdzA AT Q&Estatalytd Ay I G2
about God, and foaing on matters of church and faith on an everyday basis.

l'YR OSNIiFAyftes W2yl GKFY 9RgFNRA RARefanple dEsR&t S KA &
mons (perhaps the most famous sermon ever preached in America) was th&ifesrs in the Hands of
an Angry Godg a faithful representation of basic Calvinist principles. Some excerpts:

There is no want of power in God to castked men into hell at any momekt

They deserve to be cast into hell; so that divine justice never stands in the way, it makes no objection
against God's using his power at any moment to destroy them. Yea, on the contrary, justice calls aloud for
an nfinite punishment of their sins.

They are already under a sentence ohdemnation to helk

They are now the objects of that very same anger and wrath of God, that is expressed in the torments of
hell. And the reason why they do not go down to hell at eagtmant, is not because God, in whose
power they are, is not then very angry with them; as he is with marsgnable creatures now tormented

in hell, who there feel and bear the fierceness of his wrath. Yea, God is a great deal more angry with great
numbersthat are now on earth: yea, doubtless, with many that are now in this congregation, who it may
be are at ease, than he is with many of those who are now in the flames #f hell

The devil stands ready to fall upon them, and seize them as his own, at whaemdsod shall permit
him. They belong to him; he has their souls in his possession, and under his dotninion

% A Faithful Narrative of the Surprising Work of Ggdlonathan Edwardsrfghasis added)
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There are in the souls of wicked men those hellish principles reigning, that would presently kindle and
flame out into hell fire, if it were notor God's restraints

God has laid himself under no obligation, by any promise to keep any natural man out of helloene m
mentX*

The Great Awakening became a national sensation under fiery Methodist/Calvinist preacher George
Whitefield (pronounced Whiffield). According tcChristian Historyr' 3+ T Ay Ss &l 62 dzi vy &
Oy O2f2yArada KSINR® «RhY HEARBSITAFSGABEAG2 RYDSE®SE R
times. He addressed perhaps 10,000,000r8eld% ¢ ®

Whitefield was born in England 1714, and, along with Charles and JoIr,,. ,
Wesley, founded théloly Clulat Oxford. Thédoly Club had some charaet |
ristics of a lay monastic orderit was dedicated to thetady of scriptures |
adopted a gict moral code,encouragedoeriodic fastingandhad a thriving |72
prison ministry Out of this orgaization came the Methodists.

Although Whitefield was an ordained amon in the Anglican Church (and |\
ordained priest by 1739), he was not welcome to preach in many churc &
Like his friend John Wesldye started preaching outside instead, which &
lowed a much larger number of people to hear him. He preached du
several periods in America, the first being in 1743®0. In 1740, he
LINBI OKSR i W2yl (KIy pioR A NJRIoMde@rK
orphanage in Georgia, which served as his home base during visits to- A |l !
ca.(Photo: George Whitefiel)l

i [MKEY

While Jonathan Edwards may be considered to be the theological father of the first great religious revi
al in the United States, George Whitefielould be its greatestetebrity.

Wesley$Visit

Most of the great early Reformers never visited Amegdaither, Calvin, Zwi #
gli, Tyndale, John Smythe, Menno Simons, etc. However, two of the fours
of what would become one of the greatest Pretignt denominations in the
world spent two years in Georg@John and Charles Wesley, founders of t
Methodist Church.

The visit occurred betweeh7351737. As well as serving as parish priests,
West S alspalid nission work withthe locallndians bhn fell in love with a
local girl,Sophy Hpkey, but was too shy to ask her to marry him. When s
married another, John Wesley left Georgia in disgust, and headed baclyto
land in a deep depression. Hepposedly said on the ship homé,L & S
America to convert the Indians, but, oh, who willrigdS NIi Y SK €

* Sinners in the Hands of an Angry Glogl Jonathan Edwards (170358), Efield, Connecticut, July 8, 1741
® Christian Historymagazine, Spring 1993
6 .
Ibid
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thodists who would have an enormous impact on America (and later, the United States), igcludin
George Whitfield and Francis AsburyPhoto:Wesley monument at Fort Pulaski, GA (photo by Robert

Jones)

Revolutionary War

éThe rebels of '760r the firstannoun8 YSy G 2 F G KS 8GNBF G RSOf NI GA2Y
The ideology of thédmericanRevolution was a mixterof Calvinism andriightenment humanism.

On the Calvinism side, many Colonial pastors believed that one needed only be faithful to the-gover
ment if the government was fditul to God. This view came directly out of Calvinist thought. Calvin
believedthat both Church and State were responsible to God, but felt that they should not rule over
each other. He felt that Divine/Natural Law should form the foundation for all secular government, and
that God establishes States to enforceibe Laws.

Calvinbelieved that the populace should obey the law, unless commanded to do what is contrary to
God's Law. To Calvin, unjust rulers or dictators could be removed by the popGlalsin also believed
that democratically elected officials were more likely ¢mvern justly. A Calvinist (Presbyterian) isini

ter, John Witherspoon, was the only pastor to sign the Declaration epkndence.

As a sign of church support for the Revolution, more than 100 pastors served as chaplains in ithe Cont
nental Army.

ontlS 9yt AIKGSYYSyd &aARSI Y| yBenjathifi Frankimdd Yhorias 2effeQd  F I G ¢
son, were probably Deists, as opposed to esatrying Christians. Hence, the lack of references te Ch

Aaid 2NJ WSadza Ay 2dzNJ y | andii@ yseniewhatstdaggR o indd2ry disthcesR 2 O dzY Sy
NEFSNByOSa G2 GKS a/ NBIFG2NI 2F GKS ! yAOSNAR S I at NP
ences were Enlightenment figures such as John Laxn#t¥oltaire.

The foundational documents of the Rewtibn, such as théeclaration of Indepedence andCommon

Senseare replete with refeences to God.In the Declaration of Independence, the concept of a creator
God is invoked several times to justify what the Colonies were about to do. Citizens died ot

8 Library of CongredsGDIGpga03091
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