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LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ and Bible studies in our churches.  And many 
churches have quality, Biblically-based adult-focused programs.  Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to 
ŘƻǿƴǇƭŀȅ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ όƴƻǘ ŀ ōŀŘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƛtself), or focusing on the needs of 
ǘƘŜ άǳƴŎƘǳǊŎƘŜŘέΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙƛǎǘory and theology are often purposely ignored. 
 
Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the Bible and the basic tenets and history of the 
Faith.  Among the reasons: 
 

¶ Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the church ς adult Sunday School classes/Bible 
studies may be their first serious introduction to what Christianity is all about 

¶ Christianity (and especially Evangelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular 
culture (movies, music, etc.).   We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith against 
ŀǘǘŀŎƪ όƻǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ άǊŜŀŘȅ ŘeŦŜƴǎŜέ ŀǎ tŜǘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎ ƛƴ м tŜǘŜǊ оΥмрύ 

¶ Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history 
of their Faith 

 
To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and those just starting out in the 
ά{ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘέύΣ LΩǾŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧƻcus on the history of the Christian Church (including the 
Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church.  The topics represented in these courses are 
ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ walk in the Faith, as well as serve as a starting point for Christian 
apologetics. 
 
While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High School and 
College projects, especially the courses focused primarily on historical aspects.   
 
One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I come from a Reformed 
Church background), but I hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughout the various courses. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Front Cover:  Pentecost (LOC LAMB, no. 1461 (B size) [P&P]), Peter and Paul (LOC LC-DIG-ppmsca-17027), Charles 
Martel (Barnes Brief History), Luther at Worms (Wylie)
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Introduction 
How did the Christian church become what it is today?  How did a tiny splinter group of Judaism in the 
First Century A.D. become the dominant religion in the world 2,000 years later?  One way to examine 
these questions is through a look at key events in the history of the church.  This course will provide 
such a framework for attempting to answer those questions.  Pentecost is the traditional beginning of 
ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǎƻ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ нп ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ Ŝvents.   
 
!ƴȅ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ άǘƻǇ ŜǾŜƴǘǎέ ƛǎ ōȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ 
you would rate higher or lower.  L ŎƻǳƭŘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŀŘŘΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ά¢ƘŜ 5ŜŎƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ƛƴ 
the Late 20th /ŜƴǘǳǊȅέ ƻǊ ά¢ƘŜ wise of Christianity in Africa in the Late 20th /ŜƴǘǳǊȅέΦ  But lists are useful 
starting points for discussion. 
 
LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ Ƴȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ϧ ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀǘ aŀǊǎ Iƛƭƭ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ 
input into the order of the events described herein, especially Steve Sheffield and Paula Walls, both of 
whom submitted written lists for my consideration. 

Pentecost (1) 

What: 
 
Pentecost, described in Chapter 2 of the Acts of the Apostles, is the beginning of the Christian Church.  It 
is described in the first four verses of Chapter 2: 
 

1 
 

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing 
of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what 
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  (Acts 2:1-4, NIV) 
 

As a result of this baptism of the Holy Spirit, the Apostles are able to speak in other languages.  This 
allows the crowds to hear the Apostles in their own tongues. 

 

                                                           
1
 Library of Congress, LAMB, no. 1461 (B size) [P&P] 
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According to Acts 2, tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ άƧǳǎǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘέ ǘƻ ƻŎŎǳǊ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ǿŀǎ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ άDƻŘ-
fearing Jews from every nation under heaveƴέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŎǊƻǿŘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜƴǘecost, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ άŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƘŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ 
ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜέΦ  aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘ ǾƛŜǿǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
Apostles have to say.   

 
Peter would preach the first sermon in the history of the Christian Church shortly after the Pentecost. 

Significance: 
Pentecost turned a shell-shocked and somewhat ragtag group of about 120 believers into warriors for 
Christ.  It would be this group of Apostles and disciples that would initially spread the good news of the 
Gospel throughout the Levant (includes Lebanon, Israel, Jordan, Palestinian territories and Syria). 

Missionary Journeys of Paul (2) 

What: 
The three missionary journeys of Paul (which combined, were over 6,000 miles in length!) effectively 
spread the word of Christianity throughout the Greco-Roman world.  The journeys occurred over an 11-
year period (c. 46 A.D. ς 57 A.D.), and included most of what is modern Turkey, Greece, Rhodes, Cyprus, 
and the Levant.   
 
tŀǳƭ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜΩŘ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘƻǿƴΦ  CƛǊǎǘΣ ƘŜΩŘ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ WŜǿƛǎƘ 
synagogue ς ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ DŜƴǘƛƭŜ άDƻŘ-ŦŜŀǊŜǊǎέΣ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΣ ōǳǘ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ 
accepted the rigors of Mosaic Law.  Next, he would often try to create small churches in the homes of 
ƴŜǿ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ό[ȅŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ŀǊŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ [ȅŘƛŀΩǎ ƘƻƳŜύΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ 
instances, he would preach in more public arenas (Mars Hill in Athens, for example). 
 
 

 
Missionary journeys of Paul (Classic Maps, Ages Software) 

 

During his three missionary journeys, Paul would: 
 

¶ Be stoned 
























