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churches have quality, Biblicalhased adukfocused programs. Unfortunately, just as mpachurches tend to
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Yet there is a strong mel for adult education focused on both the Bible and the basic tenets and history of the
Faith. Among the @sons:

1 Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the chqixttult Sunday School classes/Bible
studies may be their first seriouistroduction to what Christianity is all about
1 Christianity (and especially Evangelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular
culture (movies, music, etc.). We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faitt agai
GFO1 62N (G2 eINRYBASRS Ita aNKIISRNS aR ea Ay ™M tSGSNI oYmMpO
1 Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history
of their Faith

To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both thosature in their Faith, and those just starting out in the

G{ OK22ft 2F /KNRAaAlG&é0X LQ@BS 6NAGGSY + &ASNARSE 2F O2dz2NESa
Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church. Thes tagesented in these courses are
AYUiUSYRSR (2 020K FvdihiditkeS dith, asn@ll asbeNd as @ dtdrtingy/podi tor Christian-apol

getics.

While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be usdfghf&chool and Go
lege projects, especially the courses focused prilpan historical aspects.

One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestampoiet (I come from a Reformed
Church background), but | hope I've givenple time to other points of view throughout the various courses.

Front Cover (left to right): Martin Luther (Library of Congres®Il&phga02205), Sint Paul (Library of Congress
[la.X y2¢& mdpcd 6! ! !  &aAT S02 FottaNBBILSA (W2yKiyA & Yréf CDAgy VBdh! ¢dK S &l fAA
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Introduction

t I dzf Q& 9 IRANaNSS the filstogreat kedlogical treatise of the Christian Church. It would form
the basis of the theology of Augustine, Martin Lutherjdbl Zwingli, John Calvin, and most other Psete
tant Reformers. It formed the basis for the Reformers view that we are saved by faith and faitlgalone
not by works. Below are comments on Romans toyir Reformation stalwartg Martin Luther, John
CalvinWilliam Tyndaleand John Wesley

This Epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament and thepuggst Gospel, and is worthy not
only that every Christian should knowwbrd for word, by heart, but occupy himself with it every day, as
the dailybread of the soul. It can never be read or pondered too much, and the ih@ealealt with the
more precious it becomes, and the better it tastes.

Thus in this Epistle we find most richly the things that a Christian ougkrider; namely, what is law,
Gospel, sin, punishment, grace, faitighteousness, Christ, God, good works, love, hope, the cross, and
alsohow we are to conduct ourselves toward everyone, whether righteousirorer, strong or weak,
FNRASYR 2NJ Tappedrs ha StISPRE Wl toActmprise briefly in this one epistle thehole
Christian and evangelical doctrine and to prepare an introductiothéoentire Old Testament; for, wit

out doubt, he who has this epistle wéll his heart, has the light and power of the Old Testamaith

him. Therefore let every Christian exercise himself in it habitually amdinually. To this may God give
His grace. Amen(Preface to the Epistle to the Romarib22, Martin LuthéT)

X (i Keanawith truth be said of it [Romans], and it is whah azever be sufficientigppreciatedt that
when any one gains a knowledge of this Epistle, heahasntrance opened to him to all the most hidden
treasures of Scripture W2 Ky / | €t @AYy Q& [/ 2YYSy Gl NBS3g)Y GKS 9LRA&aGE S G2

John Wesleyhad aconversion experience on May 24, 1738 at Akdaite, when he was listening to a
Moravian speakerregh Yy 3 FTNBY GKS LINBTFOS (2 [dziKSNRa /2YYSyi

In the evening, | went very unwillingly to a Society in Alders§ateet, where one was reading KuS NX &
preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the change
which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, | felt my heart strangely warmed. | felt | did trust in
Christ; Christ alone, for ketion; and an assurance was given me, that he had taken away my sins, even
mine, and saved me from the law of sin and deai2(Ky 2 S & f Svay2d, 1788) dzNJ/ | €

William Tyndale, the great EngliBeformer and translator of 80%f the King James Version oktH-
0f S al AR khéRodeigromdyilisEearchied, the preciouser things are found imit

FORASMUCH as this epistle is the principal and most excellent plaetNéw Testament and most pure

evangelion, that is to say, glad tidingsd thatwe call gospel, and also is a light and a way unto the

wholed ONA LJG dzZNBT L GKAYy]l Al YSSG WiKLF éandithSuNtBe bdoK NKA &G Ay
but also exercise himself therein evermarentinually, as with the daily bread of the soub khan verily

can read itoo oft, or study it too well; for the more it is studied, the easier it is; there it is chewed,

the pleasanter it is; and the more groundly it is searche& S LINSEOA 2dza SNJ G KAy 3a | NB T2

! Preface to the Episti® the RomansbyMartin Luther Reformation Historyibrary, Ages Softward 998
2 Commentary On the Epistle to the RomamgJohn Calvint{anslatedand Editedby the Rev. John Owemges
Library, 1998



treasure of spirituathingslieth hid therein. A Prologue Upon the Epistle of St Paul to the Romhoim
Tyndalé)

Romans is also one of the harder books in the Bible to understantkr &ce wrote regarding Paul:
éHis letters contain some things that are hard to undansiX & t SGSNI KIFR LINPolofé NE

¢2 LINPGARS (KS WST2NN¥IGA2Y GASGLRAY(H 2y w2Ylyas L
T W2Ky /Ff@AYyQa [/ 2YYSYGlrNE hy GKS 9LRAA&AGES G2 GKS
f al NIAY [dzi KSNXRa /2YYSYyillINBE 2y w2Ylya

In general, | only quote from Calvincahuther when the passage(s) in“question focus on core Raform
GA2y G(GKS2f23&0 LOQZS YIRS Iy SEOSLIWiA2Y Ay it FTS¢ L
ty to a difficult passage or impenetrable translation.

Authority

There appears to have wer been any controversy regarding the inclusion of Romans in the Nsw Te
tament canon. Romans appears in the mysterious Muratori Canongadraary list (85 lines) dating
to ¢. 200 A.D., named after its 18tkntury dscoverer, Lodovico Muratori.

NEWSOoAdzAQ KAalG2NBR 2F (GKS derJDKE ﬁl\mymsz G&UP A0
Fa 2yS 2F GKS 4l OOSLIiSR¢ 221a 2F GKS bSyo Sé'IY
THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES THAT ARE ACCEPTED AND THOSE THAT ARE NOT.

SINCE we are dealing with thésibject it is proper to sum up the writings of the New Testament
whichhave been already mentioned. First then must be put the holy quaternion of the Gospels; following
themthe Acts of the ApostlesAfter this must be reckoned the epistles of Paulext n order the extant
former epistle of John, and léwise the epistle of Peter, must be maintained. After them is to be placed, if

it reallyseem proper, the Apocalypse of John, concerning which we shall give the different opinions at
the propergt)ime. Thes¢hen belong among the acceptanritings.(Ecclesiastical Historffusebius, Book 3,
Chapter 2

Saint Athanasius includes Acts in his 367 A.D. list of books of the N@m&nt. The below list is the
oldest extant list of books that make up our modeiay New Testament:

5. Again it is not tedious to speak of the [books] of the New TestanTémtse are, the four Gospels;-a
cording to Matthew, Mark, Luke, anibhn. Afterwardsthe Acts of the Apostleand Epistles (called
Catholic), seven, viz. of Jamesne; of Peter, two; of John, three; after these, oneJofle.In addition,
there are fourteen Epistles of Paul, written in this ordeFhe first, to the Romansthen two to the Con-
thians; after these, to th&alatians; next, to the Ephesians; then toettPhilippians; then to
the Colossians; after these, two to the Thalssians, and that to thélebrews; and again, two to Timothy;
one to Titus; and lastly, that Bhilemon. And besides, the Revelation of Jotrorf the thirtyninth Le-
ter of Holy Athanaius, Bishop of Atandria, on the Paschal festiv@mphasis adde‘r’()l

% A Prologue Upon the Epistle of St Paul to thex&s John Tyndale Refamation History Library, Ages Software
1998

*The Nicene And Peblicene Fathers, Second Series, \(@hllip Schaff, étbr, Ages Softwarel996, 1997

®The Nicene And PeNlicene Fathers Second Series, \/dPHlip Schafkditor, Ages Softwargl996, 1997



Authorship and date

l'a AYRAOIFIGSR Ay (KS FANERG @S NBaSenark of CHi§ JeFus, badiledl OK I L
to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of &abtinlike the four Gospels, or Acts, Paul almdst a

ways identified his authorship in his writings.

The destruction of the Temple is not mentioned, so one would assume-@QpteD. date for authe
ship. Church Tradition places the death of Paul ir6i66 A.D. timeframe, so it had to have been twri
ten before that.

Two possible dates come to mind, depending on when and why Paul wrotetthi
ter.

1 c. 57 A.D. This would place his authorship before his arrest and remo
Rome for trial. If this is tey Paul was writing to a church that he had nist
AAGSR ovzald 2F thdf Q& tSGGISNE B
lished). "

T ¢ cH ! ®50 Ly ! Oda 2wWheniP&ubredchsl? Roin
he met with local Jewish leadengho had head of Chritians, but had neve
met one. Thus, it is possible that Paul was the first apostle to bring-
tianity to Rome. If this is the case, then Romans could have been a lett
Rome from Paul after he was freed from house arrest in Rome (assufs
that he was freed from house arrest Romeg ! Ol & R2 S} PR
tured: Pau)

Look for clues as you read through Acts as to whether Paul was writing to a ci s
he had never visited, or to one that he was personally fiamivith.

Quiz

1. T/F Pabwrote Romans

2. ¢kC al NOIAY [dzi KSNJ RARY QiU 0StAS@OS Ay LINBRSalGAY
3. ¢k C t SGSNI GK2dzaAKG t I dA Qa gNRGAYy3IE 6SNB Skae
4. T/F Paul thought that no Jews could be saved

5. ¢k C ¢KS GSNY aGa2NARIAYLE AAYyE Ad YSYUA2ySR Ay w
6. T/F Romanswvas addressed to thdewish community in Rome

7. T/F Paul viewed that most people are basically good at heart

8. ¢kC [dzZIKSNIFYR /Ft @Ay o Sdionbitahfandiverksi 6 SQONB & ¢
9. T/F Paul was always opposed to women in leadership positions in the church

10. T/F Pal says in Romans that he was planning a missionary journey to Spain

6 Library of CongredsAMB, no. 1771 (B size) [P&P]



Reformation Theology

—'Martln h|7 N John Calvi

The basic Reformation theology, promulgated by Martin Luther, Ulrich Zwingli, and John Calvin, was
based on these basic evangali¢a word coined by Luther) tenets

1 All mankind are unregenerate sinnerthere is nothing that man can do on his own to achieve sa
vation

1 Sinis a massive gulf between God and humdassd sent his Son, Jesus, to redeem the sins of ma

kind

Through faih in Jesus, humans can become reconciledifjed) with God

Salvation for humans beings is through the Grace (unmerited favor) of God mmlgne is worthy

of salvation

1 Mankind is not saved through worksvorks are a result of justifétion, not a case

1
)l

The scriptural basis for all of these tenets can easily be foundnraRs.

Chapter 1

Verses 17: So much to comment on in the salutation of this lettentluding:

T ¢KS | dziK2NJ ARSYGAFTASAE KAYASETF ot | dfedirstbaff R KA &
G6SyoSo / 2YLI NB GKAA 6A0GK (GKS F2dzNJ D2aLISta 2N
the text.

1 WS & dzadnarondtur@was a descendantof Davil o6dzi Aa Ffaz2z GKS a{2y 2

f  Verse 5 introduces the concepts of grace and faith well as the fact that | dzf Q& YA Yy A & ( NE
the Gentiles

Verse 8m n'Y ¢CKS T AGK 2 FoeiigKeport€d KalizNgd te wiosfd dw2 ¥ 3 dX & NBY S Y«
KSY Ay KA& LINI@8SNE 6aFff GKS GAYSéd ¢KS wmsS 27

2 LIS2LX S KSQR | f NBFRé YSiuvo

[N ant-N

T4 ¢KS | A&AG2NE 2F tNRGSaGlIydAaYE o0& Wl & 28fAS
8 Library of CongredsGUSZ6272002 (b&w film copy neg.)



Verse 1Mo Y tldzA f2y3a (G2 a&aBGualy Sy dzMI2IIKIae (RISWBK 02 YK
Paul has long planned to see them.

Verses 1415: Paul has preached to both Greeks and-Goeeks; he longs to preatb the Romans in
Rome.

Verse 16: The gospel gives the power of salvation to evemybodelievesc Jews and Gentiles.

Verse 17: Romans 1:17 would become the centerpiedéanfin Luther's theology, capsulizing his views
on justification by faith, andahation by grace, and grace alone:

"The righteousness of God is the cause of our salvation. This righteousness, however, is not tldat accor

ing to which God Himself is righteous as God, but that by which we are justified by Him through faith in

the Gogel. It is called the righteousness of God in constauition to man's righteousness which comes

from works...righteousness (justification) precedes works and good works grow out of itthef's Cm-

mentary on Roman®. 47)
Verses 180: Pauling Rdz0OSa (GKS 4N} GK 2F D2R (2 (GKS Boi-aOdzaaai:
lessness and wickednéssb +SNBS Hn A& GKS Y2adG AyGaSNBadAay3ay

C2NJ aAyOS GKS ONBFGAZ2Yy 2T hisdetal paveriariel didre Rauiechavey OA a A 0t S
been clearlyseen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without ex¢seans
1:20, NIV)

This would seem to indicate that everyomtio K & S@SNJ f AGSR KlFa aOfiSIFNIe a
GAYS yIGdNB¢ o t I dzf NBdOdzaNya G2 GKAa GKSYS Ay [ KI L]

z

W2Ky [ +t@AY OASESR GKAAE OSNBES & +ty SEFYLXS 2F YI

It hence clearly appears what the consequerxef having this evidence that men cannot allege any
KAy 3 0o SmsunBior e fiPaese of showing that they are not justly centhed. Yet let this
difference be remembered, that the manifestation of God wijich he makes his glory known in hisare
tion, is, with regard to the lightself, sufficiently clear; but that on account of our blindness, it is
not found to be sufficientWe are not however so blind, that we can plead guorance as an excuse for
our perversenes¥

Verses 2132: The chapter ends with Paul listing the types of perversity that mankind practices, starting

with idolatry and sexual immorality, and endingwii K I f 2y 3 fAald 2F YIYy{AYRQa
fact that not only is mankind mired in sin, mankind compounds the problem besa@saot only can-

tinue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice ¢hém b2 2y S IVA-& 62 NI |
tion, indeed.

® Commentary on RomansyMartin Luther (translated by J. &hdore Mudler), Kregel Publicationd954- 1976
1% Commentary On the Epistle to the RomamgJohn Calvint{anslatedand Editedby the Rev. John Owendges
Library, 1998



Chapter 2

Verses In Y tKSaS @SNBRSAE INB | aftA3akidte RAFFSNByd Gl
the Gospels. It again stresses a basic Protestant tenet that everyone is;dimué are no exceptions

(even thosewho feel they can judge others).

RIF & R D@ RN

Verses &M M Y | SNB t | dA &az2dzyrRa | 1 fF
f &8 GKSANI OKI N

oAl
wratht Ay GKAOK LIS2LX S GAf 0S 2dzR3
D2RQa ¢ NI ldgqént Dagof RekefatiogdzR

w ™
¢ >*

—
o U

While Romans is the quintessential Protestant source document for the salvation by faith, not works
doctrine, verse 6 might be interpreted as having a bit of works involved in the criteria for final judgment
¢ 6GodWiill give toeach person accdmg to what he has don@.

Verses 1 c Y WSga YR DSyGAtSa FftA1S o6Af Verses34502y RSYY
seem to indicate that those not familiar with the law may still naturally follow it, because of their co
scierce:

(Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law
for themselves, even though they do not have the law, since they show that the requirements of the law
are written on their hearts, their conscieas also bearing witness, and their thoughts now accusing, now
even defending them.YRomans 2:145, NIV)

This is the second time in as many chapters that Paul indicates that those who have not formerly heard
about God may still sometimes obey God.

Verses 1 Y t dZA aAy3afsSa 2dzi GKS WSga F2N KFEGAy3d 3N
following it.

Chapter 3

Verses H Y WS ¢
Gok wiOKS f I

KFE @S & LIS ey hdve b antrdsstgcwithottie fvekyiwdrdsmfS O I dzi
2F D2R6O®

N QX

Verses &®: Using a somewhatomplicatedargument, Paul argues that the fact that God continues in

his faithfulness and righteousness even in the facéhefJews$lack of faithfulness and righteousness,

GKAE R28ay Qi YSIy K INEG2/NDS KedRE R aNiRya KYG2Svesdeady=S adzy R
9 reiterates that everyone, Jeswor Gentiles, are siners, and that noWS g4 & K2 dzf Ry Qi @A S s
as any better than Jews.

Martin Luther uses his commentary on these passagestablish basic Refimation doctrine:

God's righteousness humbles us, casts us down before His feataarsgs us to long for His rightesu
ness; for as soon as we receive it (through faith in Christg glorify God as its (generous) Giver and we
praise and love Him.

X D 2sRi§hteousness is commended by His work in us; that is to say,veecannot be justified by our

own merit, we must appeal to Him to make us righteous. If we confess that we have no power over our
sins (to cleanse ourselves of our sinsg justifies usthrough faith in His Word (the Gospel promise).

10



Through such faith He justifies us, that is, He declares us dgeays (for Christ's sake). This is the faith
righteousness and a trulyidne righteousness, which He works (in us). (Emphasis atjded

Note the text in bold- there is nothing we can do on our own &chievesalvation; we become justified
02NJ GYFRS NRIKG 6AGK D2Ré0V GKNRAzZAK FLFEAGK AYy [/ KNR A

Verses 1618: Using a mélange of quotations from the Old Testament (mostly Psalms, with one quote
each from Isaiah and Ecclesiastes), Paul enlarges on his theme in veeser§one is a sinner, and no
righteous man can be found. This, of course, would become a central theme of the Reformation.

Verses 14 n Y 2 SOQNB y2i al @S RcdabakedBhdadgK theldnawd Ngdomg a ( KS £ |
scious of s @

Verses 2226: What will later become basic Protestant doctrinerisa®nced in these verses:

1 ¢ K S N&®righitedusriess from God, apart from &w

1 dThis righteousness from God comes through faitbeisus Qfist to all who believe

1 & All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and asfipd freely by his grace through
theredenlJG A2y GKI G OFYS o6& /KNR&adG wSadzaé

f Sins committed before belief are washed away by the sacrifice of Ghaistt weQNB w2 i LJ
nished for thosesink ¥ ¢ SQNB &l SR ol f 1 K2dAK 6S RS&ASNBS

On verse 22, Calvin comments:

Hence faith isaid to justify, because it is the instrument by which we receive Chrigth@m righteots-
ness is conveyed to us. Having been madegbars ofChrist, we ourselves are not only just, but our
works also are counted jubefore God, and for this reason, because whatever imperfections there
maybe in them, are obliterated by the blood of Christ; the promises, whichcanglitional, are ao by

the same grace fulfilled to us; for God rewards warks as perfect, inasmuch as their defects are-co
ered by free pardorf®

Verses 20 M Y {AYy0OS 46S INB 2dzaiAFASR GKNRdAAK FlIAGK FyR
the law (Jews) onot (Gentiles).

InCalvia O2 Y Yswerisd 2R tackles the tricky issue raised in the Book of James, that seems
to base salvation on faitandworks

Justification by faith is indeemade very clear, while works areledNB & &4 t & BStEPAUl dfERsSIlR X
this passage that justification is so gratuito{fsee, voluntary, without recompenselthat he makes it
quite evidentthat it can by no means be associated with the merit of works.

X2 KFEGZ WFHYSa aleas GKFG Y yalsh Aywoyks, iloerdezatiall Mmikit&eR o0& F I A
against the preceding view. The reconcilofghe two views depends chiefly on the drift of the angent

pursued byJames. For the question with him is not, how men attain righteousbef&se God, but how

they prove to others that thg are justified, for hi®bject was to confute hypocrites, who véirboasted

' Commentary on Romanby Martin Lutheltranslated by J. Theodore Miet), Kregl Publications, 19541976
2 Commentary On the Epistle to the Romamg John Calvin (translated and Edited by the Rev. John Owen), Ages
Library, 1998

11



GKI G KSeaWeHKrayRlear lfrdmitiiedntext, that James meant no more than that man is not
made or proved tde just by a feigned or dead faith, andat he must prove his righteousnelsg his
works™®

Chapter 4

Verses 18: In these verses, Paul explains in more detail his premise from Romans 1:17. Abraham was
justified by faith, not by works (Geais 15:6). Paul quotes King David to show that a métessed if
his sins are forgiven.

Luther comments on verse 6:

XD2R R2S& y2i0 I r0adcbuntiof his kvks, liG N& & eépts?the works on account of the
(believing) person. He first accepts the person who believes in Him, and then the Voovksyffrom
faith. The former (the work righteous) finally regard themselves no long as sinners; the latter, (the belie
ers), always acknowledge thselves to be sinner$

Verses 912: As another example of how salvation is for Gentiles also (notgust) JPaul points out
that Abraham was justified with Gdakfore he was circumcised. Thus, circumcision is not necessary for
sahation, although ¥ 02 dzNB S0 Al R2Say Qi LINBOf dzZRS al t @rdAzy

Calvin sees an interesting explanation of the benefiteaofaments in these verses:

In order to anticipate an objection, hehows that circumcision was not unprofitable and superfluous,
though itcould not justify; but it had another very remarkable use, it had the offfceealing, and as it
were of ratifyng the righteousness of faith. And yet ildimates at the same time, by stating what itb-o
ject was, that it was nathe cause of righteousness, it indeed tended to confirm the righteousness
of faith, and that already obtained in uncircumcision. He thesrodgates ottakes away nothing from

it. We have indeed here a remarkable passage with regard to the genleealefits of sacraments. é
cording to the testimony of Paul, they are sedly which the promises of God are in a
manner imprinted on our heartX  opSa¥is aded)" e

Verses 1315: Salvation is only through faith, not through obeying the law.
Verses 1617: Abraham is the father of us all, not just of the Jews.

Verses 185: Abraham showed great faith, and it was credited to him as rlglste
ness. Th same promise holds for usday. (Photd®)

Chapter 5

Verses 15: Because we have faith, we arejisk SR | yR KI @S | OOSé & Ayid2 D2R
2SS NBE22A0S Ay 2 daufedngzirdldeshpyiskieracs Gelredmic aracterand
character, hopé tuther comments on the suffering verses:

g»
3

13 |4
Ibid
* Commentary on Romans, by Martin Lut(teanslated by J. Theodore Mue), Kregel Publicatien 1954 1976
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Whatever (virtues) tribulation finds in us, it develops more fully. If anyone is carnal, weak, blind, wicked,
irascible, haughty, and so forth, tribulation will make him more carnal, welakd, wicked and irritable.

On the other handif one is spiritual, strong, wise, pious, gentle and humble, he will become moie spir
tual, powerful, wise, pious, gentle and humble, as the Psalmist says in Psalm 4: 1: 'Thauangstiane

when | was in i$tress®’

Verses 8: ¢Christ died for the ungodéyg although we are all sinners, Christ still laid down his life for
us.

Verses 9l1: We are justified by Chida f 2 2 R> YR a | NBadzZ Gz 6SQff o
wrath.

Verses 1214: Altlough not using the words, these verses could be used as proof of the doctrine of
G 2 NA 3 Agyih Was Brdughtinto thevorldo & ! RF YQA RA&a20SRASYOS: FyR | &
Luther, not surprisingly, thought these verses were about originatso:

The words "and death by sin" show clearly ke A & & LIJS| 1 A yBat whaf, thenNd\dlidingl £ a Ay X
sin? According to the Apostle it i@t only the lack of a good quality in the will, nor merely the loss of

man's righteousness and abilifio do good). It is rather the loss of all his powers of body and soul, of his

whole outward and inward perfections. In addition to this, it is his inclination to all that is evil, hisi@ve

against that which is good, his antipathy against (spiritlighjt and wisdom, his love for error and #ar

ness, his flight from and his loathing of good works, and his seeking after that which i€%inful.

Verses 18.7: While sin and death came to us fromSn Yy 6! RFY0OX D2RQa 3AN) OS
man alsog Christ.

Verses 1819: A restatement of verses 15.

Verses 2@1: These two verses expand on the theme that the reason for the law was to make humans
aware of their sin. Calvin comments in thesn:

IS AYRSSR (SIOKSa dzazr GKIG AG dullydisgbedid them, inrekK I G YSy Qa
der that a passage might be opened for flagor of God. They were indeed shipwrecked before the law

was given; ahowever they seemed to themsads to swim, while in their destructiothey were thrust

down into the deep, that their deliverance might appeaore evident, when they thence emerge beyond

" Commentary on Romanby Martin Lutheltranslated by J. Theodore Muet), Kregel Publications, 1954976
18 ya;

Ibid
!9 Library of CongressGUSZC2780
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all human expectation. Nawas it unreasonable, that the law should be partly introduced for émidt
that it might again condemn men already condemned; for nothingnase reasonable than that men
should, through all means be brought, néyrced, by being proved guilty, to know their own evfls.

Chapter 6

Verses 4. Here is a themehat was impatant in the early churclg by being baptized, we are baptized

Ayid2 [/ KNA&EGQa RSIGKIZ late OISy (aBlBYIHe YROBY Sheidy § SR & 5
GA2yAaYés gKAOK OfFAYSR GKIFG Al o1 ZesEddeyaddatd S (2 f
ers). Luther would not have agreed with this view:

We are not found in a state of perfection as soon as we have been baptized into Jesus Christ and His
death. Having been baptized into His death, we merely strive to obtain (the blesd)rtgss death and to

reach our goal of gloryJust so, when we are baptized into everlasting life and the kingdom of heaven, we
do not at once fully possess its full wealth (of blessings). We have merely taken the first steps té seek a
ter eternal life”

Verses 57: As a result of being crucified with Christ through baptism, we are no longer slaves to sin.

Verses 810: Although we died with Christ through our baptism, we also live with Christ througé-his r
surrection. Christ cannot die again.

Verses 1imn Y 52y Qi f Sconck ye afeSeban2agallinChrigtfiwg Nfould resist sin.
Note that Paul indicates that even after baptism, we still have to guard againsgsB QNE y 2 i NBYR
perfect by the saving grace of God.

‘N

Verses 1818: Rather than being slaves to sin, the saved are now slaves to righteousness.

Verses 13 0 Y CKS ao0SySFAGE 2F aAy Aa RSFGKXE odzi GKS ¢
nal life dFor the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is etklife in Christ Jesus our Ldrd

Calvin comments on how these verses demonstrate salvation through grace:

It may however be hence inferred with certainty, that our salvatioaltegether through the grace and
YSNBE 06SyS¥TAaOS yin® SlotiedwithDi Rght&adigiésof the Son, vaee reconciled to God,
and we are by the power of the Spirit renewed uitoliness. And he adds, in Christ Jesus, and for this
reason, that he mightall us away from every conceit respecting our own worthirféss.

Chapter 7

Verses 13: Paul continues the discussion of how when you aggibed, your old life @3 > | y R & 2 dzQN
born anew. In these verses, he draws the analogy of a married woman whose husbagthdiekeath
of the husband frees her from her marital veyand allows her to ntey again.

% Commentary On the Etie to the Romansby John Calvin (translated and Edited by the Rev. John Owen), Ages
Library, 1998

* Commentary on Romanby Martin Lutheltranslated by J. Theodore Muet), Kregel Publications, 1954976

2 Commentary On the Epistle to the RomansJohn Calvin (translated and Edited by the Rev. John Owen), Ages
Library, 1998

14



Verses 45: Once you are baptized (assuming you are a followeraf M A O U afs
a

© died to the
law through the body of Chiiis¢ @ Ly @&2dzNJ NBo62 Ny GFriSz &2dz aSNBS
no longer bond to the law.

Verses 712: Paul points out that the law did serve a good purppgelefined what sin was. However,
knowing what sin is (was) does not make someone immune from its charms.

Verses 1&5Y t dzf NBGdzZNYy & (2 wHKrdatirecRitkmnaly h& Nxhidggbddl vesanF Y I vy C
me, that is, in my sinful natum ¢ 9pSy az2vyS2yS a Kz2fe |a {adao tI d

ture ¢ &For | have the desire to do what is good, but | cannot carry i€out. | 2 6 S@SNE el f (i K2 dz
At 984 (2 AAY 0@ 2dzNJ y thié dathideatiK NX 4 G OF y NBa OdzS dza

[ dZzi KSNJ O2YYSyia 2y OSNES HpIXI |3IFAYy NB2SOlAy3a (GKS

The saints (believers) are at the same time sinners while they are oight&hey are righteous, because

they believe in Christ, whose righteousness covers them and is imputed to them. But they are sinners, i
asmuch as they do not fulfill the Law, and still have sinful lusts. They are like sick people who are being
treated bya physician. They areally sick, but hope and are beginning to gmtpbe made, well. They are
about to regain their health. Such patients would suffer the greatest harm by arrogantly claiming to be
well, for they would suffer aetapse thatis worse (ttan their first illness§?

Calvin has a similar comment on the same verse:

A short epilogue, in which he teaches us, that the faithler reach the goal of righteousness as long as
they dwell in the flesh, buthat they are running their course, tinthey put off the bodyf.4

=

—— rHC T —
This wood carving from 1681 shows the sin¥Maitonness, Avarice, Sloth, Fury, and Vanity

Chapter 8

Verses In Y ¢CKNRdzZAK 06StAST Ay WSadza / KNRaAGZI 6S | NB NB
KAa a2 kenksg of dirfubmad to be a sin offerihg

23 H
Op Cit
 Commentary On the Epistle to the Romamg John Calvin (translated and Edited by the Rev. John Owen), Ages
Library, 1998
» Library of CongredsGDIGppmscall654
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Verses 8: Paul draws a distinction between those whose minds are focused on sin with those whose
YAYRA FINBE F20dzaSR 2y (GKS {LANRGO ¢CKS F2NNSNI KIF@S
andpeace¢

Verses m m Y Ly @S Ndd8 angoEe daes notihive thé&Spiritdof Christ, he does not belong to

Chrig.€ CKA& KlFa a2YSGAYSa 0SSy dzaSR o0& tSyasSozailft
az2yYyS2yS Ol yQi aL)8y Rdaibfrh dpairycarizSsion ex@SNIOKIE G KSe | NByQ
saved. Of course, Paul says no such thing here.

+SNES mMn RNrga Iy AydSNBaidAywhictia dedd XrgfrCsin JagdytheispS (i 6 S Sy
rit of the believer, which is alive thugh righteousness. Such a verse was misused by the antinomian
Gnostics in the 2" centuries ADwhoo | aA Ol ffé& @GASeSR GKIFG GkKSe O2 d
with their bodies, as long as they kept their spirits pure. This, of course, goestabaifauline do-

trine expressed in 1 Corinthians that views the body as a temple of the Lord that should not be defiled.

Verses 1M T Y ¢CKSNBE NS FSg Y2NB dzZLJf AFlGAYy3a @SNESa Ay i
2F D2RéI ¢ KASOmrsof Sddyard cdietts withNDhrisg 2S Yl @& adzZFFSNI 2y
the end game is glorious!

Verses 18 HY ¢KS @g2NRa (KK (GKS bL+ GNIyatlasa Fa aon
(NI yatrhds | a ol MaeSed 20N avilkSe ONB t gAy Qa (NI yafth

% For the earnest expectation of theeature waiteth for the manifetation of the sons of God>* For the

creature was made subjetd vanity, not willingly, but by reasoof him who hath subjected the sanie

hope; I Because the creature itself alshall be delivered from the bondage odrruption into the gb-

rious liberty ofthe children of God.** For we know that the wholereation groaneth and travaileth in

pain together until now?®
Ifindthe LUt Nk / I €t Ay (NI yatlt GA2y &adaldNRE2 NEF 1aSkay QiSK S N S/1-ay
passages almost impenetrable. So, the passages refer to the hope that formerly hopeless mankind has
Ay GKS ARSI (KFd GKSe& OFly 06S02YS aOKAftRNBY 2F D2R

Calvin comments on verse 19:

| understand the passage tmave this meaning that there is no eédment and no part of the worlgvhich,
being touched, as it were, with a sense of its present misery, doegtensely hope for a resurrection.
He indeed lays down twthings,T that all are creatures in distress, and yet that they are sustained
by hope. And it hence also appears how immense is the value of eternal tilatyt can excite and draw
all things to desire it/

Verses 225: All believers wait patienty y R~ S I 3 QiNdd@tiorifag $dhsgothe redemption of our
bodieg @

Verses 287: Believers are not alone in their struggle withthe Holy Spirit is on our side! The Spirit
Aa 2dz2NJ I R@20FGS> FO0O2NRAYy3 (2 D2RQa gAff o

% Commentary On the Epistle to the Romamg John Calvin (translated and Edited by the Rev. John Owen), Ages
Library, 1998
" |bid
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Verses 280: Here Paul intrduced a topic that was a key part of early Reformation theology, but over
time has fallen out of favor with most Protestarggredestination. Has it been decided by God before
the creation of the universe who would be saved and who would be damnedi Bitiher and Calvin
certainly thought so (although the latter is more closely associated withdtetrine today than the
former).

Lutherspent several pages in his commentary discussing these verses and their connection to-the do
trine of predestingion (a doctrine edier developed by St. Augustine). Some excerpts:

He [Paul] here takes up the doctrine of predestination or election. This doctrine is not so incomprehens
ble as many think, but is rather full of sweet comfort for the elect and flovho have the Holy Spirit. But
it is most bitter and hard for (those who adteeto) the wisdom of the flesh.

God absolutely recognizes no chance; it is only men who speak of chance. Not a single leaf falls from the
tree without the will of the Bther. All things are essentially in Hisrus, and so are also our times.

The first and most flimsy objection against divine election is this, that man has been given free will by
which he can earn for himself either merit or demerit. To this | reply: Meaeswill without divine grace
has not the least ability to secure rightegness, but is totally corrupt.

The third thought (that we could consider in connection with God's eternal election) is that this doctrine is
indeed most bitter to the wisdom of #hflesh, which revolts against it and even becomes guilty &-bla
phemy on this point. But it is fully defeated when we learn to know that our salvation rest no wise upon
ourselves and our conduct, but is founded solely upon what is outside us, name&dpdm eletion.

It is not the characteristic of reprobates to tremble at the secret counsel of God; but thatharacters-
tic of the elect®®

Verse 28 is probably referring to the kicture effect of the rewards of salvation, as opposed to stating
that in every dayto-day activity on earth, God is going to make sure thdy good happens to us.

Verses 30 p Y a2NB LI aal 3Sa AMGodN® s whi @ahJse adaiyisRus® K § S NH
deed! Although we may suffer hardships in life, no dsleall separate us from the love of Chiisb

Verses 30 Y L O2dzZ R 32 AydG2 | RAAZASNIFGAZ2Y ZAtfe & L NNEB a
GLE YR Gté 2F GKS /|t OAy ysaliiand riplp pataphrase the Letséss 6 dali
YV2U0KAY3AZ y20 S J8ibelnleSo sefandita fipeligvardfiod thad lave of God that is

in Christ Jesus our Lard

Chapter 9

Verses Ip Y t lgo=t sofdwaand dinceasing anguish inmy heart2 S NJ G KS FI Od G KI @
of Chri i KI ay Qi 0SSy I OO0OSLI SR tiedumdrgaNdestryM GhiiE DNB Y 0 &K 3
traced.

Verses @p Y t I dzt L2Ayida 2dzi GKFEG GKS 22NR 2F D2R Kl ay
Jews who are also children of Abraham

28 Commentary on Romanby Martin Luthe(translated by J. Theodore Muet), Kregel Publications, 1954976
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Verses 1615: Paul returns to the topic of election by pointing out that of the two sons of Isakob
andEsagD2 R OK22a&S (KS @2dzy3aSNJ 20SNJ) 1KS 2f RSN® 'S ¢
on whom | have mercy, and | will have compassion on whamé bonLJl 8 3 A 2y ®¢ 09 E2RdzA oo

Verses 16uy Y t | dzf dzaSa GKS SEIFIYLES 2F D2R KIFINRSyAy3 |
control of all people and all things.

Verses 19 m Y hyS 2F GKS FNBdzYSyda || 3 Raylaides thaMBIBS a G A Yy | (
tament (Isaiah 29:16analogy of the ptier being able to do what he wants with his clay, because he is
the creator. Fainess has nothing to do with it.

Verses 24 n Y tKSaS @OSNESa& aSSY (i 2Zhe kxsthiedinanbeliebeksitai D
LINE GARS | O2y(iNrad G2 i tsriches dBi8sRlorowa®2Y ¢ KS &R
include Jews and GentdeCalvin interpreted it this way:

R
$R

It is the second reason whichanifests the glory of God in the desttion of the reprobate, because
the greatness of divine mercy towards the elect is hereby more clearly rkaolen; for how do they dh

fer from them except that they are delivered bye Lord from the same gulf of destruction? and this by
no merit of ther own, but through his gratuitous kindness. It cannot then be but thatitifi@ite mercy of
God towards the elect must appear increasingly worthpraise, when we see how miserable are all they
who escape not hiarath.?°

Verses 286: Paul quotes frorilosea 2:23 and Hosea 1:10, probably to show that, although time Ge
GAfSa INBE y20 (GKS & OKDashHhfhe iid@Gafl S¢ > GKSe& OFy aiGAff

N

Verses 2729: Paul quotes from Isaialséiah 10:22, 23saiah 1:9 seemingly to contrast the fate of the
Jews, the chosen people, with the Gentiles from verse2@5 The good news is that Jews will be saved;
G§KS o0l R ySg aremnant will kdséveidy £ & | &

Verses 38B3: Paul indicates that Gentiles have achieved righteousness without the law becdlise of
faith, dbut Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attaidedit ¢ KS € F GG SNJ KI &
because of a focus on works (obeying the law) rather than faith.

Chapter 10

Verses In Y tdzA fFYSyda GKIGigmesdanass, Kithaigh théyraie zdalous ford Yy SR |
the law. Verse 4 explainswhy GirikA I ya G2 R & R 2 ycQGhristi@ thefeBdof thee 208 oA O | ¢
that there may be righteousness for everyone who beligves

Verses BL3: Paul interprets some passagesm Moses in Deutenscomy in light ofthe Christian view of
who the messiah wasThe verses in Deuteronomy that Paul is citing are lasivfe:

“Now what | am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or beyond your rédtis not up in
heave/ 3 a2 GKIF{G @&2dz KI @S G2 a1z a2Kz2 gAtf FaOSyR Aydz2
20S5emAINVEA A AU o0Se2yR (GKS &Sty a2 GKIG &2dz KIS G2 | &

* Commentary Otthe Epistle to the Romanby John Calvin (translated and Edited by the Rev. John Owen), Ages
Library, 1998
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Al G2 dza &2 &N, thywaid iszery Sear yduiiitiséin your mouth and in your heart so you

may obey it(Deuteronomy 30:1414, NIV)
t dZf AYGSNIINBGA (GKS NBFSNBYyOS (2 GKS cithedBE Ay 58S
faith we are proclaiming ®

Verse 9 iegeciallyprofound ¢ dThat if you confess with your moutkiesus is Lordand believe in your

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be sabvéd LG Aa y2i Sy2daAakKk G2
believe that Jesus was raised from the dead to be sgvtdlso requires a public ofession of this faith

¢ Gif you confess with your mouth ® CFLIXAAY YR /[ 2YYdzyA2y 69dzOKI NA a
a public confssion (as is attending church on a regular basis).

Paul ends this section on a positivet&. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord can be saved
Jew o Gentile.

Verses 1415: These verses could be referring just to the Jews, but it could also refer to everyone. You
OFyQi o0S a4l @SR AT MO @2dz R2 leard of Gifidt, bé&sai$e nd ofie Hak NA a U
preached Christ to you. On verse 15, Calvin notes:

He intimates that it is @roof and a pledge of divine love when amtian is favored with thegreaching of
the gospel; and that no one is a preacher of it, but hemlGod has raised up in his special providence,
and that hence there is ndoubt but that he visits that nation to whom the gospel is proclairﬁ]ed.

Verses 1@1: HSNB t | dZf A& Of SIF NI & & Libtlal] theylsBaelieeF acagfted thavsS ¢ a
goodnewg > YR dza Ay 3 hi RnverSes I8land21p Shovidnak thel JAWS Bad indeed

heard the good newsVerses 19 and 20 are also Old Testament quotes. Paul uses them (again) to draw

a contrast between the belief of the Gentiles and tlenbelief of the Jews.

Chapter 11

Verses 16: God did not reject his people. God told Elijah that there will be a remnant of 7,000 Jews
a I @ @ have not bowed the knee to Baatb t I dzf O2 VeslarheBtiacidenKwhithitheh f R
current dayc 6So too, at the presenttimet®S A & | NBYYylFyd OK2aSy o6& 3INIF OS

Paul mentions that he is from the tribe of Benjamin.

% Library of CongredsGDIGpga02677
% 0p Cit
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Verses 712Y Ly | FFANI & KI Nhit Istagl $oagh Sovelrgestly it didinoizbbtai,
but the elect did ® laadzyrSRt ey 3IAQPSy GKS O2yiSEG 27
here are the Gentiles. Paul then uses several quotes from the Gidnfent to demonstrate that the
cothers[the non-elect]were hadened @ ¢ K A aprefiestinadi@figndeyl theology.

e

Paul makes another even harsher indictment against the detgahation has come to the Gentiles to
make Israel enviogs ®

Verses: 13uc Y t FdzZA LRAYyGa 2dzi GKFG GKA& f Sietiddm} Aa RAN
graphic, but he reveals the reason that he has spoken so harshly against the Jews in thesdedbek y 8

hope that | may somehow arouse my own people to envy and save some optkem | S 3JI2i8a 2y
the root is holy, so are the branchesg all the more reason to hope that the Jews (the root) will be

saved, as it helps toupify the Gentiles (the brandty).

Verses 1721: Paul warns the Gentiles against arrogance regarding the 3at8)gdDo not be aro-
gant, but be afraid ® LF {WenS) candertarn advay Kdn the branches (the Gentiles) because of
lack of faith, the same thing could happen to the Gentiles.

Verses 224: Paulrda 1 SN} 6 Sa dGKFd GKS WSga adiatt KIS + OKILy
could be cut off ithey slide into unblief.

Verses 261 T Y t | dzf LIgdelhasixp&idnided & fardéningiin part until the full number of

the Gentiles has comednz o6dzi (G KSy [jdz2{iSa {KS ahlérael witl Bedsavedy Sy G
not just a remnant. However, some ancient scholars view that Paul vedsrring to all of the elect of

LAN} St KSNBX NI GKSNJ GKIy f Ado§mdficlinthds conmentarg o this [ dzii K $
passage:

From this passage it is generally concluded that the Jéwseeend of the world will be converted to faith

(in Chris}. However, it is true that this passage is so obscure that hardly anyone will be persuaded with
absolute clarity, unless he follows the verdict of the Fathéwsg{istine, Chrysostom, Theodqreho in-
terpret the epistle in this sense. The meaning, then, is: The Jews who are now fallen, will be converted
and saved, after the heathen according to tladiness of the elect are come in. They will not remait+ ou
side forever, but in their own time thewill be converted®

JFEGAY GF184 F atA3KdGte RAFFSNBYG (NI O1T OASEAYI GKEG

Many understand this of the Jewish people tlasugh Paul had said, that religion would again be restored

among them adefore: but | extend the word Israel to all the people of God, accordirigisomeaning, T

G2 KSy GKS DSydAf Sa &kl fréeturndmny Beir AgfeEtion(titBe obeSignse of £ a2 a Kl
faith; and thus shall beompleted the salvation of the wholsrael of God, which must lgmthered from

both; and yet in such a way that the Jews shall obtainfils¢ place, being as it were the firbbrn in

D2 RQa ¥ imariretadon seénisioame the most suitable, because Paehided here toset forth

the completion of the kingdom of Christ, which is by no meanket@onfined to the Jews, but is to-i

clude the whole world. The sanmanner of speaking we find in Galatians 6:16. The Israel of Guauhis

% Commentary on Romanby Martin Luthe(translated by J. Theodore Muet), Kregel Publication4954- 1976
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he calls the Church, gathered alike from Jews @mahtiles; and hsets the people, thus collected from
their dispersion, in opposition to thearnal children of Abraham, who haémhrted from his faith®

Verses2®6: t | dzAf (Sffa GKS DSydAtSa GGKI{G 6KAf Geyark S WSg &
aidAatt ft20SR 2y I 002dzydi 2F GKS tIFiNXINDOKao® D2RQa
have ecome disobedient to God, God will have mercy on thedror God has bound all men over to
disobedience so that he may have mercy on thdi &

KS htR ¢SadlyYSydi @SNmrSa FTNRBY LalAFK yR W26 aiN
28ayQi 26S dzaA lyeliKAy3Io

Chapter 12

Verses 12: Verse 2 is one of the most famous verses in all of Romans. It wadydbd early mons-

tics as a guiddor living away from the sinful world. During the Reformation, #heabaptists were
known (as the Amish are still known today) for their doctrine of "nonconformity”, or the feeling that
true Christians must separate theselves from the unclean worldOther New Testament verses which
express a similar sentiment include 1 Peter-20 2 Corinthians 6:148, 1 John 2:187 and Matthew
5:1316.

Amish farmer in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania (Photo by Robert Jones)
Verses 38B: Paul here addresses thentbat he also addresses in other letters:

1 & ¥ accordance with the measure of faith God has giver¢ yoas Paul states in Ephesians-2:8

9, faith is not something we come up with ourselwed-or it is by grace you have been saved,

through faitht and this ot from yourselves, it is the gift of Gad

Paul again warns th@entile followers in Rome not to be agant

t df RA&AO0dzaasSa GKS O02yOSLIi 2F GALANRGAZ € 3IATFOE
amChrist we who are many form one body, asmth member belongs to all the othérsb {SS
alsol Cor. 12:4/.

=a =4

Verses (Mo Y t I dz

Sa K2 0SSt ASJ8 Névoted 6 Dzt R (i
another in brotherly lové | K 0 K

6 N
D2RQa BIP2LE S 6K2 I NB Ay yS

% Commentary On the Epistle to the Romamg John Calvin (translated and Edited by the Rev. John Owen), Ages
Library, 1998
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