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LQ@S | f gl & abelie®biy adlt SandadBaofidbl classes and Bible studies in our churches. And many
churches have quality, Biblicalbased adulfocused programs. Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to
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Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the Bible and the basic tenets ang dfistoe
Faith. Among the reasons:

1 Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the chgredult Sunday School classes/Bible
studies may be their first serious iottuction to what Christianity is all about

1 Christianity (and especially Ehgelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular
culture (movies, music, etc.). We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith agagist a
02NJ (2 LINP ORARSE F¢ GNSHRRISNI alea Ay M tSGSNIoYwmpo

1 Evenadult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history of
their Faith

To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and those just starting out in the
G{ OK22f R2ROLKMNARGASY | aSNASa 2F O2dzNmBSa (KIFG T2 0dza
Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church. The topics represented in these courses are
AYUiSYRSR (2 020K 7T daKInKHe Nhithi KsSwellLds Ndivk @sial dkasting Paint fér Christian
apolbgetics.

While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High School and
College projects, especially the coursesused primarily omistorical aspects.

One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I come from a Reformed
Church background), but | hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughout the various courses.
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Introduction
Ly GKS Ylye @SINBR (KFKG LQ@S 0SSy Gsfutied KReweldton R dz
remains the single most requested book of the Bible (my current Middle School Bible study voted for it

unanimously). Yet Revelation is also one of the most difficult books in the Bible to interpret,
indeed, a wide range of intpretations have been offered up over the 1,900 years since it was written.

Ly GKAa addzRezr ¢SQff o0S3aAAYy o0& LRaAldGA2yAy3a wS@St I
apocalyptic writingg, A Yy Of dzZRAyYy 3 (G KS LISNA2R &ED3d 6 FSWAGEKS 60K 8 KG
chapter look at Revelation itself.

Quiz

1. T/F The book of Revelation uses the temtichrist

2. T/F The book of Revelation uses the teapture

3. T/IFApocalypsé @ | DNBS] 662NR YSIFHyAy3d aNBGStIGA2YyE

4. T/FEschatologica¥ S yal & VWSNH (2 G§KS SyR GAYSaé

5. T/F Revelation is the only book in the Bible that contains a vision of heaven

6. T/F No books of the Apocrypha contain apocalyptic allusions

7. TI/F Revelation is the only book of the New Testament that discusses a second coming of Jes
Christ

8. T/F The warning at the end of Revelation probably should be taken as to apply to the whole

New Testament
9. T/F Revelation is the only book in the Bible that explicitly links the serpent of Genesis with Satan
10. T/F Apremillennialistbelieves thathe 1,000 year rule of Christ is the rule of the church prior to
the second coming

Nomenclature

Revelation is referred to by various different names in different Bibles and translations, perhaps
reflecting the general unease that has accompanied studisfliook for the last 1,900 years. Among
the titles one will find:

A
A
A

A
A

Revelation (the Latin form @pocalypsg

Revelation of John

wS@StlFliAz2y 2F {iod W2KYy GKS B5AOAYS O64a5AQBAYySE
theologo3

Revelation of Jesud@st to St. John

The Apocalypse (which comes from the Grapéikalypsismeaning "to uncover, to reveal")

Ly O02YY2y LI NIlyOSs al L2OFteLlasSeé Aa az2ySiaySa

Author

The traditional author of Revelatias John the Apostle. However, in recent years, some scholars have

guestioned apostolic authorship.

22:8)). As backing for a n@postolic authorship, some scholars point to the factttReevelation is
written in a crude, Greek style significantly different than the Gospel of John. (One cdhatey is

(The author refers to himself simply as "John" (Rev. 1:1, 1:4, 1:9,

Ay
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that Revelation was originally written in Aramaic, and (crudely) translated into the Greek version we
have today.)

The John the Apostleonnection comes from this passage in the first Chapter of Revelation:
ALY W2KYy3Z &2dzNJ ONRGKSNI FyR O2YLI yA2y Ay (GKS &AdZFFSNRY:

Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimén¥ WS & dza ®¢é 6ébL+3
1:9)

There is a great body of early church tradition that identifies
FdziK2NJ da 6SAy3a W2Ky (GKS ! LJ
wS@StFiA2y£03 YR ftaz2 |aaz(
on Patmos.
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According to fkppolytus (170236 A.D.) John was banished by
Domitian to the Isle of Patmos, and later died in Ephesus (ong
the 7 churches referenced in Revelation):

aW2Ky X | 3 A ynshed yy Domitianitie kingltodthe &l of Patmos, in which also héeviris
D2alJSftf FTyR alg GKS FLROIfeLIWAO GAaArz2yT FyR Ay ¢NI¥aty
gSNBE &42dAK0G F2NE o0dzi O2dz R y2i 0S F2dzy Rdé

Eusebiugc. 260- c. 340 A.D.; Bishop of Caeseren)thor ofEcclesiastic Histoig 325 A.D., reauals:
GoPP! Al G2 W2KYyX K23 | FiSNERKIS WKl R .12A20S Ro 33 2/ YKS LAGASNS M

GTLis said that in this persecution [Domitian] the apostle and evangelist John, who was still alive, was
condemned to dwell on the island of Paos iNnO2 y & S1j dzSy 0SS 2F KAia GSadAavyzyeée (2 i
3, Chapter 17)

Eusebius also records that John outlived Domitian:

G Tthat time the apostle and evangelist John, the one whom Jesus loved, was still living in Asia, and

governing the churches of &t region, having returned after the death of Domitian from his exile on the

isE ' YyYROPDPD OLNBYylFSdzae Ay (GKS aS0O2yR 6221 2F KAia 62N !
that associated with John the dipte of the Lord in Asia bear witreshat John delivered it to them. For

KS NBYFAYSR IY2y3 GKSY dzyidAf GKS GAYS 2F ¢NrXa2lkyoQé o.

Given that the emperor Domitian began his rule in 81 A.D., and died in 96 A.D., is it possible that John
the Apostle could have still been alitsg 96 A.D.? If John was in his late teens at the time of the death

of Jesus in c. 30 A.D, he would have been in his 80s or 90s when he died. Certainly a reasonable
possibility
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Eusebius also oerds the words of Clement of Alexandria regdiag the preaching and establishment of
churches in Asia by John the Apostle:

GC2NJ 6 KSy> FTFGSNI GKS (eNryiQa RSIGKEZ KS NBGddzZNYSR TNE
their invitation to the nei@pboring teritories of the Gentiles, to appoint bishops in some places, in other

places to set in order whole churches, elsewhere to choose to timistni some one of those that were

LRAYGSR 2dzi 6& GKS {LANAGDDDE 6.221 o0oX /KILWGSNI HOVO

There is no compeiig evidence to doubt that John the Apostle was the author of Revelation.

Date

Most scholars put the date of the writing of Revelation at the end of the reign of Roman Emperor
Domitian (95/96 A.D.) Early Church Father Iranaeus reported that it had bégenwduring the reign

of Domitian (8196 A.D.). Some scholars think it could have been as early as Nero's reign (68 A.D.),
based on a literal interpretation of Rev. 1221 Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 A.D.)

LQR
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Testament to be written.

The authority of Revelation

The view that Revelation is sacred scripture dates back to the earliest days of the Church. For example,
Irenaeus (Bishop of Lyons from 12@2 A.D). in his extant works (primarily, "Against Heresies"), quoted
from 22 books of the New testamenqtincluding Revelation.

Origen (188253 A.D.) connected Revelation with John the Apostle:

" John, who has left us one Gospel...also the Alypse...He ha left also an epistle of very few lines;
perhaps also a second and third; but not all consider them genuine, and together they do not contain
hundred lines." (Eusebius, Book 6, Chapter 25)

Early lists of potential New Testament books
Irenaeus (c.| Muratori Eusebius (c.| Athanasius
180) Canon (c. 325) (367 A.D.)
200)
Matthew (Matthew) Matthew Matthew




Early lists of potential New Testament books

Irenaeus (c.| Muratori Eusebius (c.| Athanasius
180) Canon (c. 325) (367 A.D.)
200)
Mark (Mark) Mark Mark
Luke Luke Luke Luke
John John John John
Acts Acts Acts Acts
Romans Romans Romans Romans
| Cor. | Cor. | Cor. | Cor.
Il Cor. Il Ca. Il Cor. Il Cor.
Galatians Galatians Galatians Galatians
Ephesians Ephesians Ephesians Ephesians
Philippians | Philippians | Philippians | Philippians
Colossians | Colossians | Colossians | Colossians
| Thess. | Thess. | Thess. | Thess.
Il Thess. Il Thess. Il Thess. Il Thess.
| Timothy | Timothy | Timothy | Timothy
Il Timothy Il Timothy Il Timothy Il Timothy
Titus Titus Titus Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James [?] James
| Peter | Peter | Peter
Il Peter
| John | John | John | John
Il John Il Jdn
Il John
Jude Jude

Revelation of

Revelation of

Revelation of

Revelation of

John John John [?] John
Shepherd of | Wisdom of
Hermas Solomon
(Apocrypha)
Revelation of
Peter
¢CKS SIENIASad 1y2s6y aOF y2y¢ OtheANavii Te@tafnend &l tabtaine® | § ¢ 2
Revelation. The Muratori Canon is a fragmentary list (85 lines) dating to c. 200 A.D., named after its
18th century discoverer, Lodovico Muratori.
Church Historian Eusebius, writing in Heclesiastical Histoip c. 31 p~> KFR F fAad 2F a4t
GNB2SOiSRE 0221ad t SNKI LA AYRAOI G A"eehturyi, Kushius wS @St |
L I OSR AG 2y Xo6020K fAadaH

Accepted

"SINCE we are dealing with this subject it is proper to sum up th&gsiof tre New Testament which
have been already mentioned. First then must be put the holy quaternion of the Gospels; following them



the Acts of the Apostles. After this must be reckoned the epistles of Paul; next in order the extant former
epistle of John, andKewise the epistle of Peter, must be maintained. After them is to be placed, if it
really seem proper, the Apocalypse of John, concerning which we shall give the different opinions at the
proper time. These then belong among the accepted writings." (EuseBook 3, Chapter 25)

Disputed/Rejected

"But of the writings of John, not only his Gospel, but also the former of his epistles, has been accepted
without dispute both now and in ancient times. But the other two are disputed. In regard to the
Apocalyps, the opinions of most men are still divided. But at the proper time thisstijue likewise shall

be decided from the testimony of the ancients." (Ehisis, Book 3, Chapter 24)

b! Y2y3 GKS RAALMHzISR 6NRGAYIAXI & rdper,avhich Raine, &kl Said! LJ2 O f & LJ
reject, but which others class with the accepted books." (Eusebius, Book 3, Chapter 25)

In 367 A.D., Athanasius (c. 2983 A.D.; Bishop of Alexandria) published his "the thiitith Letter of

Holy Athanasius, Bishop of Adexdria, on the Paschal festival’. Contained in this letter was the
complete list of books that make up our New Testament canon today. Revelation was on the list, where
it has remained ever since.

"Again it is not tedious to speak of the [books] of thevNTestament. These are, the four Gospels,
according to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Afterwards, the Acts of the Apostles and Epistles (called
Catholic), seven, viz. of James, one; of Peter, two; of John, three; after these, one of Jude. In addition,
there are fourteen Epistles of Paul, written in this order. The first, to the Romans; then two to the
Corinthians; after these, to the Galatians; next, to the Ephesians; then to the Philippians; then to the
Colossians; after these, two to the Thessaloniams] that to the Hebrews; and again, two to Timothy;

one to Titus; and lastly, that to Philemon. And besides, the Revelation of John." (Athanasius, "Festal
Letter 39")

Major interpretations

26 2yS AYOGSNILINBGA wS@St | GA 2 glogigaF and gven hwalificdl SGiedvs.a 2y
LYGSNIINBGIFGA2ya NIXy3IS FNRY aAaAidQa ¢ YSGIF LIK2NE G2
include:

1. The prophecies and events described are concerned only with events in John's day, and have no
bearing m today or the future. In this view, Revelation is more abotitcéntury Roman
persecution of Christians (Nero, etc.) than it is about anything else.

2. Revelation is a description (and preview) of history from John's time to the end of the world. In
this view, it is possible to identify in Revelation major historical events that have already
occurred.

3. wS@StlFiA2y Aa | RSAONRLIIAZ2Y 2F S@Syda GKFG oA
world. Thus, none of the events after Chapter Three haveogetirred. This was the view of
many in early church, and also of many modern day Evangelicals.

4. wS@St A2y A& F YSGFLK2NI F2N) 0KS dzAf GAYIFGS GNAc
to find actual events (past, present or future) in Revelation.

In the name of full disclosure, my view is #3 above, and the chdyytehapter commentary will reflect
that view.



Style

Revelation is written in the style apocalyptiditerature, which often includes elements such as:

A Use of vivid imagery and symtsot

A Often focused on eschatological (end times) issues

A Reference to a final reckoning between good and evil, with the people of God being rewarded, and
the followers of Satan being punished

A A connection between the end times and the messiah

A Descriptions oheaven and hell

A Descriptions of a new heaven and a new Jerusalem

A Descriptions of Satan (Belial in the Dead Sea Scrolls) and his supporters

A Descriptions of a coming time of tribulation

A Raising of the dead

These descriptions are often communicated to thegom having the vision by a dialogue with an angel
or other heavenly being. The angel will often ask unanswerable questions, with the visionary replying
GadzNBte &2dz {y26¢0d

The style was not uncommon in Second Temple Judaism, and even before. Bdolkass dDaniel,
Ezekiel, Isaiah, Enoch, anf Esdras all contain these elements, as do the Gospels, and the letters of
Peter and Paul. The Dead Sea Scrolls also contain apocalyptic refeMfzresf (the Sons of Light
Against the Sons of Darkngsdn fat, one could make the statement that Revelation is a compendium
of Second Temple and earlier apocalyptic works, adding a few unique elements.

Old Testament

The Old Testament contains much apocalyptic literature, although perhaps not in as concentrated a
form as Revelation! Almost the whole second half of Daniel is apocalyptic, as are full chapters of Ezekiel
and Zechariah. The table below gives some examples (it is not meant to be exhaustive).

Reference Notes
Isaiah 6 A description of heaven (compare ttvi
Rev. 4/5)
Isaiah 24 I O2YAy3 GNROdzZ I G
inhabitants are burned up, and
OSNE FTS¢ I NB tS¥Fidg
Isaiah 26:19 Raising of the dead
Isaiah 65:1725 A new heaven and a new earth
Ezekiel 1 A vision of heaven; four livingeatures;
wheels within wheels
Ezekiel 37:414 Valley of Dry Bonesmay be referring to
a future raising of the Dead
Ezekiel 37, 38 Gog and Magog
Daniel 7 A Beasts and horns
A The Ancient of Days on the throne
A axz2yS tA1S | az
with the cloudt 2 F KSI g
Dan 7:13)
Daniel 8 A Dialogue with Gabriel

10



Reference

Notes

A a Xl  dadef Mifg, a master g
intrigue, will arise. He will becom
very strong, but not by his ow
power. He will cause astoundin
devastation and will succeed i
gKFEGSOSN) KS Ra2
8:23/24) - a description of the
antichrist?

Daniel 9:2e27

Dialogue with Gabriel

/[ 2YAy3 2F (GKS 4!

Ga¢KS ''02YAYLl GAZ2
5Saz2f Igmdydethe antichrist
patterned after Antiochus Epiphane
v

> >

Daniel 11:29836

The Abomination tha€auses Desolation

Daniel 12

A A great tribulation; rise of Michag
the archangel
A Resurrection of the dead

Joel 2:2832

Day of the Lord

Amos 5:1820

Day of the Lord

Zechariah 1:417

Four horseman

Zechariah 4:114

Golden lampstands

Zechariah 6:8

Fourhorses

Zechariah 13:P

Coming tribulation

Zechariah 14:B

Day of the Lord

Malachi 4:13

Day of the Lord

New Testament

The New Testament, like the books of the prophets in the Old Testament, has many apocalyptic
allusions outside of Revelation, inciag all four Gospels, and the letters of Peter, Paul, and Jude.

Reference

Notes

Matthew 13:3743

End of the age; weeping and gnashing
teeth

Matthew 16:27

Second coming and final judgment

Luke 21:536

Matthew 24; Mark 13;

CKS daYRYAX f eLaSE

A Falseprophets

A Gospel preached throughout all th
world

Abomination that causes desolation
Time of tribulation

Coming of the Son of Man

No one knows the hour

v > > D

Matthew 26:64

Coming on the clouds of heaven

John 5:2130

Raising of the dead; final judgment

John 1231

Gb2¢g A& GKS GAYS
world; now the prince of this world wil
0S RNAGSYy 2dzidé 6b

1 Corinthians 15:552

a[AadSys L dGdStt &f
all sleep, but we will all be changedh a

11



Reference Notes
flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at th
last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound
the dead will be raised imperishable, ai
6S gAfft 0SS OKIy3ASH
1 Thessalonians 4:13 A Coming of the Lord
18 A Raising of the dead
A +ad M1 Aa HKSNB
comes from¢ Ay WSNRYS
rapiemur met y& (G2 a&s§
OF NNE | gl &8¢
2Thessalonians B0 |a ¢ KAa gAff KILLISY
revealed from heaven in blazing fire wi
KAa LIR2oSNFdz | y3aSt
2 Thessalonians 2212 | Man of Lawlessness; probably the
antichrist or the &lse prophet (Rev. 13)

2 Peter 3:213 Day of the Lord; Vs. 10,12 sound to m3
people like nuclear war
Jude 1:1415 4{SS> GKS [2NR Aa

upon thousands of his holy ones to jud
SOSNE2YSXé ObL%0

Apocrypha

In the Apocrypha (mostly madep of books that appear in a Second Temple Greek translation of the
Hebrew scriptures), one can see an increasing emphasis on an afterlife, as well as on a final judgment
against evil.

Wisdom of Solomon

The Wsdom of Solomon makes extensive referencesato afterlife for the righteous, and a final
punishment for the evil. Someamples:

&°But the righteous live forever, and their reward is with the Lord; the Most High takes care of them.

®Therefore they will receive a glorious crown and a beautifullelia from the hand of the Lord, because

GAOGK KA&a NRARIKG KIFIYR KS gAft O20SNJ GKSYZI YR 6gAGK KAA
(NRSV, Wisdom of Solomon, 516)

é?OThey will come with dread when their sins are reckoned up, and their lawless deeds will chewict t

to their face.

Then the righteous will stand with great confidence in the presence of those who have oppressed them

and those who make light of the@lors.

*When the unrighteous see them, they will be shaken with dreadful fear, andithbg amazed

at the unexpected salvation of the rigous.

*They will speak to one another in repentance, and in anguish of spirit they will groan, and say,

MeKSAS FNB LISNE2Y&A 6K2Y 65 2y 0SS KSf RolskhatwRBash 4 A2y YR
28 (K2dzaKG GKIFIG GKSANI tA@Sa 6SNB YIFRySaa FyR GKFG GK
5:4)

12



2 Maccabees

2 Maccabees has several passages that indicate a Jewish belief in the resurrection of the dead, and a

final judgment day. One sectiodiscusses the miyrdom of seven brothers, who died rather than
agree to eat pork. The brothers are defiant partially because they believe in retsamref the dead:

& yR 6KSYy KS gla i KAa 1 ad oNBIl (KidmKiSpreddntifR S W, 2dz | (

but the King of the universe will raise us up to an everlasting renewal of life, because we have died for his
flro6adQé odbecs2PY H al OO0

42 KSy KS gl a ySIkN RS KS alARS h y &nd@d-cifeyish i 6 dzi OK:
0KS K2LJYS D2R 3IA@Sa 27 ()S Ay3a NIA&SR [3FLAYy 068 KAY®D . dzi
2 Maccabees 7:14)
&>Therefore the Creator of the world, who shaped the beginning of humankind and devised the origin of
all things, will in his mercy give life and breath back to you again, since you now forget yourselves for the
ak1S 2F KAa Il gaové 6bw{xX H al OO0F6SS&a TYHOOU

2 Esdras

H 9aRN}a Aa o0& TFTFIN GKS Y2aG [LROFteLWAO o2l Ay

Roman Catholic Bibles). As is the case with Daniel and Revelation, the vision described in 2 Esdras is in
the form of a dialogue between an angel (Uriel) and the receiver of the vision (Ezra). Some examples of

the apocalyptic themes in 2 Esdras follow

An end times messiah
®6C2NJ AYRSSR GKS GAYS gatt O02YSs sKSy GKS ardya
city that now is not seen shall appear, and the land that now is hidden shall be dis&Myone who
has been delivered ém the evils that | have foretold shall see my wondéfor my son the Messiah
shall be revealed with those who are with him, and those who remain shall rejoice four hundred years.
*After those years my son the Messiah shall die, and all who draw hionesath. **Then the world shall
be turned back to primeval silence for seven days, as it was at the first beginnings, so that no one shall be
left. *'After seven days the world that is not yet awake shall be roused, and that which is corruptible shall
perish. %The earth shall give up those who are asleep in it, and the dust those who rest there in silence;
and the chambers shall give up the souls that have been committed to tfgime Most High shall be
revealed on the seat of judgment, and compassion Ispaks away, and patience shall be withdrawn.
¥Only judgment shall remain, truth shall stand, and faithfulness shall grow stfdRgcompense shall
follow, and the reward shall be manifested; righteous deeds shall awake, and unrighteous deeds shall not
sleep.36The pit of torment shall appear, and opposite it shall be the place of rest; and the furnace of hell
shall be disclosed, and opposite it the paradise of delﬁjﬂihen the Most High will say to the nations that
KIdS 0SSy NI AaSRnowNRdYndérstéhd vihént y@wrhave fledi€d) whom you have not
served, whose commandments you have despi§8cbok on this side and on that; here are delight and
NBalds YR GKSNB FINB FANB FyR (2N)¥Sy(aodadiykdea KS
has no sun or moon or star§or cloud or thunder or lightning, or wind or water or air, or darkness or
evening or morning’'or summer or spring or heat or winter or frost or cold, or hail or rain or déa,
noon or night, or dawn or shining darightness or light, but only the splendor of the glory of the Most
High, by which all shall see what has been destifiédwill last as though for a week of yea%l’his is my

judgment and its prescribed order; and to you alone | have shown thesg thi®é¢ 6 b w{ = 344)n 9 & RNJ

&'And as for the lion whom you saw rousing up out of the forest and roaring and speaking to the eagle
and reproving him for his unrighteousness, and as for all his words that you have fhisiis the
Messiah whom the Met High has kept until the end of days, who will arise from the offspring of David,
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and will come and speak with them. He will denounce them for their ungodliness and for their
wickedness, and will display before them their contemptuous dealitigsr first he will bring them alive

before his judgment seat, and when he has reproved them, then he will destroy tiBnt. in mercy he

will set free the rennant of my people, those who have been saved throughout my borders, and he will

make them joyful untilt® Sy R 02YSasz GKS RIé& 2F 2dzRIYSyilix 2F @6KAO
(NRSV, 2dras 12:3134)

Judgment Day
%S yasgSNBR YS FyR alARE WwW2KSy (KS az2ad | A3IK YIRS
from him, he first prepared the judgmentandK S G KAy 3a GKI G LISNIFAY G2 (G§KS 2dz
7:70)

&°For after death the judgment will come, when we shall live again; and then the names of the righteous
aKlftt 05S02YS YIyAFSaidr yR (KS RSSEdrasa&35)i KS dzyI2Rf & &

Resurrection of the dead
&°And | will raise up the dead from their places, and bring them out from their tombs, because |
NEO23ayAT S Y& yIYS Ay G(GKSY®E Obw{+X H 9&ARNI& HYMCU

&'Remember your children that sleep, because | will bring thebtobthe hiding places of the earth, and
gAftf aK2g YSNOe (2 GKSYT F2NIL Y YSNOATdzZ = area GKS

A time of tribulation
‘Yb2eg O2yOSNYyAy3
gAGK 3INBFG §§SNNRNE
Esdras 5:1)

KS aArA3ayay 2z GKS RIFI&&a IINBE O2YAy3
YR GKS gl & 2F GNHzZiK &KFff 06S KAF

“And one shall reign whom those who inhabit the earth do not expect, and the birds shall fly away

together; "and the Dead Sea shall cast fish; and one whom the many do not know shall make his voice

heard by night, and all shall hear his voitEhere shall be chaos also in many places, fire shall often break

out, the wild animals shall roam beyond their haunts, and menstruous wome sh@d NA y 3 F2 NI K Y2y ali
(NRSV, 2 Esdras 8Bp

Dead Sea Scrolls

The Dead Sea Scrolls reflect a highly developed sense of the battle between good and evil (personified
asBelia). One can also find references to an apocalyptic messiah, and a final judggyen

War Scroll
The War of the Sons of Light with the Sons of Darkreftssn shortened to simply thé&var Scroll
RSaAaONROSa 461N oStgSSy (KS F2NDSa 2F (GKS daazya

Satan). The scroll begins with:

& ! Be béginning of the undertaking of the sons of light, they shall start against the lot of the sons of
RFNlySadaaz GKS FNxye 2F . StAlfX!'yYyR (KS R2YAyAz2y 2F GKSE
% A 2 .

shall be laid low without any remnant; and there shal 6 Sy 2 & dzNIWA @2NJ 2F (K azya
p. 390)

It may be inferred that the scroll is describing an apocalyptic-tends battle, although this is not
outlined explicitly in the text. The text is very specific about the order of battke rélguirements for
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the leaders, the numbers of the troops of the sons of light, etc. At one point, it describes that the sons of
fAIKG oAt KFE@S wy>Xnnn YSY 2F 6FNIIFYR cnnn OKI NR
war of God, to eternal8 & G NHzOG A 2 y @€

In favor of the text being an account of an apocalyptic battle is the role assigned to the Angel Michael:

G¢2RIF® A& KA&A |LIWRAYGSR GAYS (2 tleé& t2¢ FyR G2 YI1S
will send eternal help to théot he has redeemed by the power of the angel he has made glorious for rule,

Michael, in eternal light, to give light in joy to all Israel, peace and blessing to the lot of God, to exalt

among the gods the rule of Michael and the dominion of Israel okefa Ff S& K d¢ 0. dZNNR2 gaz Lo

This is, of course, at least somewhat similar in tone to passages in'thehagter of Revelation.

1 Enoch

1 Enoch has numerous passages that refer to a final judgment. Presiding over the final judgheent
G{2y 2FNIYOKE £9tSOG hySho

G. SK2f R KS 02YSa gAGK UGSy (K 2ndaiupghRhem, 21 ddstowthed | A y i & =
wicked, and reprove all of flesh for every thing which the sinful and ungodly have done, and committed
3l Ayald KAY®E r Laurencs; yompaikeIvithrlude-18) LJG S

Gh @S ({Ay3ax h &8 YAIKGezI ¢K2 AYKIoAlG GKS g2NIXIRZI @&2dz
my glory. And he shall judge Azazeel [Satan], all his associates, and all his hosts, in the name of the Lord
2F ALANRGaADPE rencem 9Y 20K pnYpI [ dz

G.dzi GKSy GKS GAYS akKlftf 02YSs GKSy akKrftft GKS LR2gSNE
the Lord of spirits has prepared for those who prostrate themselves to the judgment of righteousness, for
thoseg K2 F 62dz2NB GKIFd 2dzZRIYSYdZ FyR F2N) iKeedad osK2 (1S K

G2 K2 wiKS 9ftS0O0 2ySe akKlfft 2dzR3IS Ittt GKS g2Nja 2F G
weigh their actions. And then He shall lift up his comatece to judge their secret ways in the word of

the name of the Lord of spirits, and their progress in the path of the righteous judgment of the God most

KAIKDE Om @@ OK cnYmmI [ dz

al1'S arb i dzll2y GKS GKNRYS 27F Kdghentvaabsiyied to KirR théd 808 LINA y OA
2T Yl yoé omrencg)2 OK cyYods [ dz

Commentary on Revelation

If one views that Revelation is about a sequence of events that will occur in the future, is it possible to

put together a broad list of events that will @azNX wS@StIFidA2y YI1Sa GKA& (
always proceed in a linear time line from chapter to chapter. However, one can make a guess in broad
terms as to the sequence of events:

Opening of the scroll with 7 seals by the Lion of Judah (Eh&ptnwards)

God causes a time of tribulation on earth

God sends two witnesses to prophesize to mankind

Satan and his forces fight back

Christ Returns, and defeats the earthly powers at the battle of Armageddon
Satan is bound in the abyss for 1000 years

T T v I B
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Millennial Rule of Christ and the Martyrs

Satan is released, and consigned to Hell

Judgment Day

The New Heaven, the New Earth, the New Jerusalem
God Reigns Eternally!

T I > D> >

Chapter 1

Revelation shows its distinctiveness in the very first veises the only ook in the pz
.A0ftS GKFG OflFAYa G2 oS I awS@St I Ak
Bible that offers a blessing to those who read it (Rev. 1:3). Some other notegd
Chapter 1.: 'Y, @
A The author is mentioned by name (John) three times in thipimathe link BNl i

with Patmos occurs in verse 9 :
A John is instructed by Jesus to write what he sees and send it to 7 churc

Asia Minor. The messages are directed to the "angel" or "messenger" of {SSSE

churches. A
ALYy OSNES mMdpE 6SONB nisesiibed takeiplaca b Yhi

S@S
futurecd2 NAGS GKSNBT2NBE (GKS (GKAy3a ¢ KI2S a
FNBZ FyR GKS GKAy3a éKAéK akltft )S TGS
ALYy @INR2dza OSNRERSaAZ ¢S aXSevenkdrits,daers y dzY 6 SN

stars, seven lampstands. The number seven is significant because it was con5|dered a heavenly
number. It (like many other numbers in Revelation) is not necessarily always meant to be taken
literally.

Chapters 23

The letters to the seven churchesl(licated in what is now western Turkey) are variously interpreted

as to either apply specifically to situations in those churches at the time, and have no broader
significance, or to be taken as having an enduring message for all churches. Certaielygf st

issues associated with the various churches (lack of spiritual passion, succumbing to pagan or Gnostic
influences, etc.) can be seen in congregations in tiiec2htury!

Ephesus

Ephesus was the largest city in Asia at the time. It was the hddeho himself (except during his exile

to Patmos). Although it had a large Christian population (in a church founded by Paul), the city was also
a center of emperor worship, which meant that there would have been pressures on Christians to
accept more tlan one god.

The congregation is commended for not following false prophets (the Nicolaitans were a Gnostic sect),
YR SyRdzZNAYy3a KINRaAKALEA Ay [/ KNrAadQa ylYSo | 26S D€
FT2NRI 1Sy @&2dzNJ FANRG thatzh@ySverE lackifigAn@ritualSalNsion drXocus S | y &
Smyrna

Smyrna (now lzmir, Turkey) was a prosperous city in Asia Minor with a large Jewish community that
showed bitter enmity toward Christians.
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No criticism is leveled toward this church, and tlag commended for remaining steadfast in the face
of poverty and other afflictions. However, they are warned of future suffering (compare with
Philadelphia).

¢tKS aSO2yR RSIFGOKE YIFI@ NBFSNI (G2 | tAFSGAYS 6A0K?2dz

Pergamum

Pergamum was a city of great ie& Sy Ay Tt dzSy O0S 046 KSNB { iy KIFa KA
commended for their steadfastness, but condemned for having some who succumbed to pagan
(Balaam) or Gnostic (Nicolaitan) influences.

Thyatira

Thyatira was the home of many trade guilddembership in those guilds often required participation in
licentious activities. This created a compromising situation for Christians.

While the congregation is praised for their faith and perseverance, they are also condemned for some
who succumb to pgan and/or Gnostic influences.

Sardis

Sardis was a wealthy city known for its profligacy. The congregation is condemned for not being as
GrtA@S¢e¢ Fa Ay GAYSa LI ado ¢KS YSOFLK2N 2F GKS (K

Philadelphia

Philadelphia (City of Btherly Love) was a small city beset by earthquakes. Like Smryna, the local Jewish
community had strong enmity towards Christians.

No criticism is leveled toward this church! It appears that the congregation will be protected from the
coming Tribulatin (compare with Smyrna.)

Laodicea

Laodicea was a large commercial, banking, transportation, &==
administrative center. The congregation was severely repriman(
F2NJ 0SAy3a bYySAGKSNI K234 2NJ O2
because you are lukewaut neither hot nor cold | am about to
ALIAG e2dz 2dzi 2F Yeé Y2dziKde 6
is still given a chance to repent.

Y3 ALRAN
246 SOSN

Chapter 4

Chapter 4 is a description of heaven, similar to Isaiah 6 or Ezeki:
We are told right at the beginngnthat thisis a description of the |
future-4d L oAttt &aK2¢ &2dz 6KI G Ydza
4:1)

References are made to God on his throne, and other heavér
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creatures, including the twentfour elders (by church tradition, the 12 patriarcasd the 12 apostles),
the "living creatures” (compare with Ezekiel 1), and a multitude of angels that worshipEtignaving
Gustave Dore)

Chapter 5

Chapter 5 is the start of the sequence discussed at the beginning of this commenteyopening of

thea S f SR aONRff o0& (GKS [lFYood 28§ |NB G2fR GKIG 2yf
were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people
FYR YIGA2y®é oO0bLxX wS@ pYdo / tSIENIex GKS [FYD0 Aa

O\

A ¢KS a[A2y 2F GKS GNAO6S 2F WdAzRI K¢ NBFSNAR (2 DSyS
A ¢KS aw22i 2F 51 AR NBFSNBYOS NBFSNE (2 o6FY2y13
and Luke, which show Jesus as a direct descendent of King David

Chapter 6

Once the seals on thscroll are opened, the time of Tribulation begins. By tradition, the horses and
NARSNE dzyftSIFaKSR o6& (KS 2LISyAy3a 2F (GKS TFANRG T2
' L2OlfeLlasSe o ¢CKS® ONRARY3A 4 NE LY lacR daB&caBésa Wb A O RA
day's work to be required just to eat) and death.

5dz2NAYy3 GKAA LISNA2R 2F (ONARodz FGA2y 2y SIENIKI 2yS 2
OKNRdzZAK (GKS UGNROGdzZ I GA2YyKEZT 2 Ningsévantddaken apito HimP 2 G K S NJ
Those that believe that living Christians are taken up by God before the Tribulation believe in
pretribulation Those that believe that Christians must live through the Tribulation believe in
posttribulation. Finally, hose that believe that living Christians are taken up by God in the middle of the
Tribulation (typically, during the mysterious visit of the Two Witnesses) belienainibulation As you

read through Revelation, look for clues as to whether Christse®mm to still be alive during the
Tribulationg and whether they are new converts.

With the opening of the fifth seal, we see the first reference to a group that is singled out for special
mention several times in Revelatigrthe martyrs, or those thath @S RA SR AY D2RQ& Yy I Y€
F2NJ / KNRaGAFya gl a OSNIFAyte | (d2LAO 2F IANBIG Ay
from the time of Nero onwards. (Nero lighted Rome by burning Christians esoéked crosses in 64

A.D)

With the opening of the sixth seal, God really has the attention of people on &aetren the rich and
mighty cower in caves!
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Chapter 7

hyS 2F GKS FNHzZGONI GAy3 umyaa I 6 2 dzii )\yuSNJ_JNJSuAyzl
timeline. Chaptec SYyRa ¢AGK GKS aidlidSYSyd ac2N) 4KS 3INBL
aldlFyRKE ObLxZX

wS@ cYMTUZE o0dzi / KIFILWGSNI T as8SSya G2 R

/ KFLIWGSNI 1 RA&A0OdzaaSa (KS LiziGdAy3d 2YLIINGE S4 Al R yi KIK Sa
GKS . Stradé Ay [ KIFILIGSNI moOo® LA GKAA& YIFENJ] G2 LINRBGS
for the future? And who are these mysterious 144,000? They are assigned to the Twelve Tribes of Israel
(notice the absence dban). Is this referring to the number of Jews that will be saved? And is the
number meant to be taken literally? 12 (patriarchs or tribes) times 12 (apostles) is 144, so perhaps the
number is meant to be taken symbolically.

bSEGE W2Ky &®Btdda that ho oBleNBuldicount,dizom every nation, tribe, people and
fly3dzZZ 3S¢ 6bLxE wSP TYDLD ho@Azdzate y263 6S | NBY
they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robdsr@ade them white in

GKS 0ft22R 2F (KS [lYoéod I NB GKSasS d2 oS Sldad GdSR
wearing white robes), or is this different group to be saved?

One other note. The exchange in verses 13/14 between John and tle¢ iang standard device in
apgcalyptic Iitf:rature, where an angel asks a human an unansyverable quAestiovn,A and theA human
NBalLl2yRa G{ANE &2dz (y26¢0 ¢tKS alyYyS RSOAOS A& as
books.

Chapter 8

Ly / KI LJi Sadk irythe mais g2thodp thedopening of the seventh (anc
final seal). The opening of this seal causes lots of actigmearheaded by 7
angels with trumpets. After describing a series of horrible events involving
first four angels with trumpets (firgooison, blackening of the sky), the chaptr
ends with a warning that the plagues brought by the next three angels v /
trumpets will be even worse! /

Chapter 9 o

hyS OFy OSNIlFIAyfte YIS I adNery3a OFraS (Kbkidonel KS aa&
other than Satan (compare to Rev 12:4, which is explicitly about Satan). The star falling to earth may be

AY NBFSNByOS G2 {FdlryQa Frff FTNRY KSI @Syo ¢KS «a
certainly, the association between &atand the Abyss is quite explicit in Revelation 20:3.

The king of the Abyss in Revelation 9:11 would also seem to be Satan:

a¢KSe KIFIR I a

1Ay3 20SN) GKSY G(G(KS |y3aSt 2F (GKS !oeaax
L2t te2y dé oOkWIKE

D2NRE FBUW0O ARSA G NR & SNE O

L¥ GKS aly3aSt 2F GKS loeaaé¢ Aa {ldaryZ YR KAa F2N
it is perhaps an example of God having dominion over everything; he can even use Satan to his own

ends. Andthetext @S NE Of SI NJ GKIG GKS&S RSY2y f20dzadia SR
GK2a$8 LIS2LIX S 6K2 RAR y2i KI @S (G(KS &8lother ®ofds, D2R 2V
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nonbelievers. There is some irony in this because in Revelation 18, Sata
marshals nonbelievers to make a last ditch stand against God.

Chapter 9 continues with the sixth angel sounding the trumpet, and
200,000,000 mounted troops are unleashed to kill a third of mankind. The
chapter ends with a key observation:

G ¢ KS finBnkind that were not killed by these plagues still did not repent
of the work of their hands; they did not stop worshiping demons, and idols of
gold, silver, bronze, stone and wopddols that cannot see or hear or walk.
Nor did they repent of their murers, their magic arts, their sexual immorality
2N GKSANI GKSFA)EDPE O0bLxX wSDP o HnA

It appears that even during the tribulation, nonbelievers still have the
opportunity to repentc but refuse to do so.

Chapter 10

Chapter 10 is a break in the action to pege readers for what is still to comethe mighty seventh
trumpeting angel:

G.dzi Ay GKS RlI&a 6KSy
| 2 S |

GKS aSgSyilkK
D02YLI AAaKSRE 2dzad +a KS |

I
yy2dzy OSIR i

f A& loz2dzi G2
Aa aSNBIFyida GF¢

The text describing a scroll that is sweet in the mouth but sour in the stomach may be a metaphor in
anticipation of the (temporary) rise of Satan as an earthly power in Chapter 13. On the surface, false
prophets can sound mighty good, but in the ghdy lead to death.

2 SONB Ffa2 AYF2N¥SR Ay OSNBS n (KIdG w2Ky &aS$8a azy

Chapter 11

The first part of the actiopacked Chapter 11 concerns two witnesses sent by God to prophesize to
mankind (mankind is givesontinual opportunities to repent during the Tribulation). The two witnesses,

08 OGNIYRAGAZ2YS IINB SAGKSNI 9tA2FIK FYyR 9y20K O6GKS G5
up to heaven), or Elijah and Moses. The latter view comes from amigatation of this passage:

G¢KSasS YSy KI@S LR@gSN (2 aKdzi dzLJ G4KS aleée a2 aGaKIFG Ad
and they have power to turn the waters into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague as
2F0SYy Fa (NK8&1w6) y i ¢

In the OIld Testament, Elijah is given the power to control the rain (see 1 Kings 17:1), and Moses turns
water into blood and unleashes other plagues in his battle with Pharaoh.

CKS (g2 6AGySaasa NB 1AftBRS oo AKSBE a®SH Gy GKNIG2 O
and left to rot in the streets of Jerusalem while the inhabitants gloat over them. Finally, they are taken

up to heaven in a cloud.

The second part of Chapter 11 concerns the seventh angel sounding his trumpeR I & | NXB a dzf
1AY3aIR2Y 2F (KS $2NIR KIF-a 0S02YS GKS {1Ay3aR2Y 2F 2d
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