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LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ believer in adult Sunday School classes and Bible studies in our churches.  And many 
churches have quality, Biblically-based adult-focused programs.  Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to 
ŘƻǿƴǇƭŀȅ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ όƴot a bad thing in itself), or focusing on the needs of 
ǘƘŜ άǳƴŎƘǳǊŎƘŜŘέΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙƛǎǘory and theology are often purposely ignored. 
 
Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the Bible and the basic tenets and history of the 
Faith.  Among the reasons: 
 

¶ Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the church ς adult Sunday School classes/Bible 
studies may be their first serious introduction to what Christianity is all about 

¶ Christianity (and especially Evangelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular 
culture (movies, music, etc.).   We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith against attack 
όƻǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ άǊŜŀŘȅ ŘeŦŜƴǎŜέ ŀǎ tŜǘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎ ƛƴ м tŜǘŜǊ оΥмрύ 

¶ Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history of 
their Faith 

 
To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and those just starting out in the 
ά{ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘέύΣ LΩǾŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church.  The topics represented in these courses are 
ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ ǿalk in the Faith, as well as serve as a starting point for Christian 
apologetics. 
 
While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High School and 
College projects, especially the courses focused primarily on historical aspects.   
 
One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I come from a Reformed 
Church background), but I hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughout the various courses. 
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Introduction 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ .ƛōƭŜ studies, Revelation 
remains the single most requested book of the Bible (my current Middle School Bible study voted for it 
unanimously).  Yet Revelation is also one of the most difficult books in the Bible to interpret ς and, 
indeed, a wide range of interpretations have been offered up over the 1,900 years since it was written. 
 
Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ōȅ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
apocalyptic writings ς ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ άōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘǎέΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ-by-
chapter look at Revelation itself. 

Quiz 
1. T/F  The book of Revelation uses the term antichrist 
2. T/F  The book of Revelation uses the term rapture 
3. T/F  Apocalypse ƛǎ ŀ DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴέ 
4. T/F Eschatological ƳŜŀƴǎ άǇŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ǘƛƳŜǎέ 
5. T/F  Revelation is the only book in the Bible that contains a vision of heaven 
6. T/F  No books of the Apocrypha contain apocalyptic allusions 
7. T/F  Revelation is the only book of the New Testament that discusses a second coming of Jesus 

Christ 
8. T/F  The warning at the end of Revelation probably should be taken as to apply to the whole 

New Testament 
9. T/F  Revelation is the only book in the Bible that explicitly links the serpent of Genesis with Satan 
10. T/F  A premillennialist believes that the 1,000 year rule of Christ is the rule of the church prior to 

the second coming 

Nomenclature 
Revelation is referred to by various different names in different Bibles and translations, perhaps 
reflecting the general unease that has accompanied study of this book for the last 1,900 years.  Among 
the titles one will find: 
 
Á Revelation (the Latin form of apocalypse) 
Á Revelation of John 
Á wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛƴŜ όά5ƛǾƛƴŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŀƴέΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ 

theologos) 
Á Revelation of Jesus Christ to St. John 
Á The Apocalypse  (which comes from the Greek apokalypsis, meaning "to uncover, to reveal") 
 
Lƴ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǇŀǊƭŀƴŎŜΣ άŀǇƻŎŀƭȅǇǎŜέ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎƻƴŘ /ƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ 

Author 
The traditional author of Revelation is John the Apostle.  However, in recent years, some scholars have 
questioned apostolic authorship.  (The author refers to himself simply as "John" (Rev. 1:1, 1:4, 1:9, 
22:8)).  As backing for a non-apostolic authorship, some scholars point to the fact that Revelation is 
written in a crude, Greek style significantly different than the Gospel of John. (One counter-theory is 
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that Revelation was originally written in Aramaic, and (crudely) translated into the Greek version we 
have today.) 
 
The John the Apostle connection comes from this passage in the first Chapter of Revelation: 
 
άLΣ WƻƘƴΣ ȅƻǳǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ŜƴŘǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǊǎ ƛƴ 
Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimonȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦέ όbL±Σ wŜǾΦ 
1:9) 

 
There is a great body of early church tradition that identifies the 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜ όǎŜŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ά¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴέύΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƴƎ WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜȄƛƭŜ 
on Patmos.  
 
According to Hippolytus (170-236 A.D.), John was banished by 
Domitian to the Isle of Patmos, and later died in Ephesus (one of 
the 7 churches referenced in Revelation): 
 
άWƻƘƴΣ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ƛƴ !ǎƛŀΣ ǿŀǎ ōŀnished by Domitian the king to the isle of Patmos, in which also he wrote his 
DƻǎǇŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻŎŀƭȅǇǘƛŎ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΤ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ¢ǊŀƧŀƴΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƘŜ ŦŜƭƭ ŀǎƭŜŜǇ ŀǘ 9ǇƘŜǎǳǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊΣ ōǳǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΦέ 

 
Eusebius (c. 260 - c. 340 A.D.; Bishop of Caeserea), author of Ecclesiastic History in 325 A.D., records: 
 
άΦΦΦ!ǎƛŀ ǘƻ WƻƘƴΣ ǿƘƻΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƭƛǾŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŘƛŜŘ ŀǘ 9ǇƘeǎǳǎΦέ ό.ƻƻƪ оΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ мύ 
 
άLT is said that in this persecution [Domitian] the apostle and evangelist John, who was still alive, was 
condemned to dwell on the island of Patmos in ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ǿƻǊŘΦέ ό.ƻƻƪ 
3, Chapter 17) 
 

Eusebius also records that John outlived Domitian:  
 
ά!T that time the apostle and evangelist John, the one whom Jesus loved, was still living in Asia, and 
governing the churches of that region, having returned after the death of Domitian from his exile on the 
isƭŀƴŘΦΦΦ ώLǊŜƴŀŜǳǎϐ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ !Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ IŜǊŜǎƛŜǎΣ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ Ψ!ƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊǎ 
that associated with John the disciple of the Lord in Asia bear witness that John delivered it to them. For 
ƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƧŀƴΦΩέ ό.ƻƻƪ оΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ноύ 
 

Given that the emperor Domitian began his rule in 81 A.D., and died in 96 A.D., is it possible that John 
the Apostle could have still been alive by 96 A.D.?  If John was in his late teens at the time of the death 
of Jesus in c. 30 A.D, he would have been in his 80s or 90s when he died.  Certainly a reasonable 
possibility 
 



 7 

 
{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ aƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅ ƻƴ tŀǘƳƻǎ ς Photo by Jan & Ted Lauer 

 
Eusebius also records the words of Clement of Alexandria regarding the preaching and establishment of 
churches in Asia by John the Apostle: 
 
άCƻǊ ǿƘŜƴΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǊŀƴǘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŜ ƻŦ tŀǘƳƻǎ ǘƻ 9ǇƘŜǎǳǎΣ ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ŀǿŀȅ ǳǇƻƴ 
their invitation to the neighboring territories of the Gentiles, to appoint bishops in some places, in other 
places to set in order whole churches, elsewhere to choose to the ministry some one of those that were 
ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦΦΦέ  ό.ƻƻƪ оΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ноύ 

 
There is no compelling evidence to doubt that John the Apostle was the author of Revelation. 

Date 
Most scholars put the date of the writing of Revelation at the end of the reign of Roman Emperor 
Domitian (95/96 A.D.)  Early Church Father Iranaeus reported that it had been written during the reign 
of Domitian (81-96 A.D.).  Some scholars think it could have been as early as Nero's reign (68 A.D.), 
based on a literal interpretation of Rev. 11:1-2 (Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 A.D.) 
 
LΩŘ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ŀ ŘŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ улǎκŜŀǊƭȅ флǎΣ making it the last book of what later became the New 
Testament to be written. 

The authority of Revelation 
The view that Revelation is sacred scripture dates back to the earliest days of the Church.  For example, 
Irenaeus (Bishop of Lyons from 177-202 A.D.) in his extant works (primarily, "Against Heresies"), quoted 
from 22 books of the New testament ς including Revelation.    
 
Origen (185-253 A.D.) connected Revelation with John the Apostle: 
 

" John, who has left us one Gospel...also the Apocalypse...He has left also an epistle of very few lines; 
perhaps also a second and third; but not all consider them genuine, and together they do not contain 
hundred lines." (Eusebius, Book 6, Chapter 25) 
 

Early lists of potential New Testament books 

Irenaeus (c. 
180) 

Muratori 
Canon (c. 

200) 

Eusebius (c. 
325) 

Athanasius 
(367 A.D.) 

Matthew (Matthew) Matthew Matthew 
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Early lists of potential New Testament books 

Irenaeus (c. 
180) 

Muratori 
Canon (c. 

200) 

Eusebius (c. 
325) 

Athanasius 
(367 A.D.) 

Mark (Mark) Mark Mark 

Luke Luke Luke Luke 

John John John John 

Acts Acts Acts Acts 

Romans Romans Romans Romans 

I Cor. I Cor. I Cor. I Cor. 

II Cor. II Cor. II Cor. II Cor. 

Galatians Galatians Galatians Galatians 

Ephesians Ephesians Ephesians Ephesians 

Philippians Philippians Philippians Philippians 

Colossians Colossians Colossians Colossians 

I Thess. I Thess. I Thess. I Thess. 

II Thess. II Thess. II Thess. II Thess. 

I Timothy I Timothy I Timothy I Timothy 

II Timothy II Timothy II Timothy II Timothy 

Titus Titus Titus Titus 

   Philemon 

   Hebrews 

James [?]   James 

I Peter  I Peter I Peter 

   II Peter 

I John I John I John I John 

 II John  II John 

   III John 

 Jude  Jude 

Revelation of 
John  

Revelation of 
John 

Revelation of 
John [?] 

Revelation of 
John 

Shepherd of 
Hermas 

Wisdom of 
Solomon 
(Apocrypha) 

  

 Revelation of 
Peter 

  

 
¢ƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ άŎŀƴƻƴέ όƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ōƻƻƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ the New Testament) also contained 
Revelation.  The Muratori Canon is a fragmentary list (85 lines) dating to c. 200 A.D., named after its 
18th century discoverer, Lodovico Muratori.  
 
Church Historian Eusebius, writing in his Ecclesiastical History in c. 3нрΣ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ άŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘέ ŀƴŘ 
άǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘέ ōƻƻƪǎΦ  tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ пth century, Eusebius 
ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛǘ ƻƴΧōƻǘƘ ƭƛǎǘǎΗ 
 
Accepted 

 
"SINCE we are dealing with this subject it is proper to sum up the writings of the New Testament which 
have been already mentioned. First then must be put the holy quaternion of the Gospels; following them 
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the Acts of the Apostles. After this must be reckoned the epistles of Paul; next in order the extant former 
epistle of John, and likewise the epistle of Peter, must be maintained. After them is to be placed, if it 
really seem proper, the Apocalypse of John, concerning which we shall give the different opinions at the 
proper time. These then belong among the accepted writings."  (Eusebius, Book 3, Chapter 25) 
 

Disputed/Rejected 
 
"But of the writings of John, not only his Gospel, but also the former of his epistles, has been accepted 
without dispute both now and in ancient times. But the other two are disputed. In regard to the 
Apocalypse, the opinions of most men are still divided. But at the proper time this question likewise shall 
be decided from the testimony of the ancients."  (Eusebius, Book 3, Chapter 24) 
 
Ϧ!ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎΧŀǎ L ǎŀƛŘΣ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻŎŀƭȅǇǎŜ ƻŦ WƻƘƴΣ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳ Ǉroper, which some, as I said, 
reject, but which others class with the accepted books." (Eusebius, Book 3, Chapter 25) 

 
In 367 A.D., Athanasius (c. 296-373 A.D.; Bishop of Alexandria) published his "the thirty-ninth Letter of 
Holy Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, on the Paschal festival".  Contained in this letter was the 
complete list of books that make up our New Testament canon today.  Revelation was on the list, where 
it has remained ever since. 
 

"Again it is not tedious to speak of the [books] of the New Testament. These are, the four Gospels, 
according to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Afterwards, the Acts of the Apostles and Epistles (called 
Catholic), seven, viz. of James, one; of Peter, two; of John, three; after these, one of Jude. In addition, 
there are fourteen Epistles of Paul, written in this order.  The first, to the Romans; then two to the 
Corinthians; after these, to the Galatians; next, to the Ephesians; then to the Philippians; then to the 
Colossians; after these, two to the Thessalonians, and that to the Hebrews; and again, two to Timothy; 
one to Titus; and lastly, that to Philemon. And besides, the Revelation of John."  (Athanasius, "Festal 
Letter 39") 

Major interpretations 
Iƻǿ ƻƴŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘǎ wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ƻƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǘƘŜological and even political views.  
LƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŀƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ άƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊέ ǘƻ άƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōƭǳŜǇǊƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜέΦ  aŀƧƻǊ ǘƘŜƻǊƛŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
include: 
 

1. The prophecies and events described are concerned only with events in John's day, and have no 
bearing on today or the future.  In this view, Revelation is more about 1st century Roman 
persecution of Christians (Nero, etc.) than it is about anything else. 

2. Revelation is a description (and preview) of history from John's time to the end of the world.  In 
this view, it is possible to identify in Revelation major historical events that have already 
occurred. 

3. wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŎŎǳǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άŜƴŘ ǘƛƳŜǎέΣ ƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
world.  Thus, none of the events after Chapter Three have yet occurred.  This was the view of 
many in early church, and also of many modern day Evangelicals. 

4. wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǘǊƛǳƳǇƘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŜǾƛƭΦ  ¢ƘǳǎΣ ƻƴŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ 
to find actual events (past, present or future) in Revelation.  

 
In the name of full disclosure, my view is #3 above, and the chapter-by-chapter commentary will reflect 
that view. 
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Style 
Revelation is written in the style of apocalyptic literature, which often includes elements such as: 
 
Á Use of vivid imagery and symbolism 
Á Often focused on eschatological (end times) issues 
Á Reference to a final reckoning between good and evil, with the people of God being rewarded, and 

the followers of Satan being punished 
Á A connection between the end times and the messiah 
Á Descriptions of heaven and hell 
Á Descriptions of a new heaven and a new Jerusalem 
Á Descriptions of Satan (Belial in the Dead Sea Scrolls) and his supporters 
Á Descriptions of a coming time of tribulation 
Á Raising of the dead 
 
These descriptions are often communicated to the person having the vision by a dialogue with an angel 
or other heavenly being.  The angel will often ask unanswerable questions, with the visionary replying 
άǎǳǊŜƭȅ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿέΦ   
 
The style was not uncommon in Second Temple Judaism, and even before.  Books such as Daniel, 
Ezekiel, Isaiah, Enoch, and 2nd Esdras all contain these elements, as do the Gospels, and the letters of 
Peter and Paul.  The Dead Sea Scrolls also contain apocalyptic references (War of the Sons of Light 
Against the Sons of Darkness).  In fact, one could make the statement that Revelation is a compendium 
of Second Temple and earlier apocalyptic works, adding a few unique elements. 

Old Testament 
The Old Testament contains much apocalyptic literature, although perhaps not in as concentrated a 
form as Revelation!  Almost the whole second half of Daniel is apocalyptic, as are full chapters of Ezekiel 
and Zechariah.  The table below gives some examples (it is not meant to be exhaustive). 
 

Reference Notes 

Isaiah 6 A description of heaven (compare with 
Rev. 4/5) 

Isaiah 24 ! ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘǊƛōǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ όά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ 
inhabitants are burned up,  and 
ǾŜǊȅ ŦŜǿ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŦǘΦέ όbL±Σ Lǎ нпΥсύ 

Isaiah 26:19 Raising of the dead 

Isaiah 65:17-25 A new heaven and a new earth 

Ezekiel 1 A vision of heaven; four living creatures; 
wheels within wheels 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 Valley of Dry Bones ς may be referring to 
a future raising of the Dead 

Ezekiel 37, 38 Gog and Magog 

Daniel 7 Á Beasts and horns 
Á The Ancient of Days on the throne 
Á άΧƻƴŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΣ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 

with the cloudǎ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ όbL±Σ 
Dan 7:13) 

Daniel 8 Á Dialogue with Gabriel 
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Reference Notes 

Á άΧŀ ǎǘŜǊƴ-faced king, a master of 
intrigue, will arise. He will become 
very strong, but not by his own 
power. He will cause astounding 
devastation and will succeed in 
ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎΦέ όbL±Σ 5ŀn 
8:23/24)  - a description of the 
antichrist? 

Daniel 9:20-27 Á Dialogue with Gabriel 
Á /ƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά!ƴƻƛƴǘŜŘ hƴŜέ 
Á ά¢ƘŜ !ōƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ /ŀǳǎŜǎ 
5Ŝǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ς may be the antichrist, 
patterned after Antiochus Epiphanes 
IV 

Daniel 11:29-36 The Abomination that Causes Desolation 

Daniel 12 Á A great tribulation; rise of Michael 
the archangel 

Á Resurrection of the dead 

Joel 2:28-32 Day of the Lord 

Amos 5:18-20 Day of the Lord 

Zechariah 1:7-17 Four horseman 

Zechariah 4:1-14 Golden lampstands 

Zechariah 6:1-8 Four horses 

Zechariah 13:7-9 Coming tribulation 

Zechariah 14:1-9 Day of the Lord 

Malachi 4:1-3 Day of the Lord 

New Testament 
The New Testament, like the books of the prophets in the Old Testament, has many apocalyptic 
allusions outside of Revelation, including all four Gospels, and the letters of Peter, Paul, and Jude. 
 

Reference Notes 

Matthew 13:37-43 End of the age; weeping and gnashing of 
teeth 

Matthew 16:27 Second coming and final judgment 

Matthew 24; Mark 13; 
Luke 21:5-36 

¢ƘŜ άƳƛƴƛ-!ǇƻŎŀƭȅǇǎŜέ 
Á False prophets 
Á Gospel preached throughout all the 

world 
Á Abomination that causes desolation 
Á Time of tribulation 
Á Coming of the Son of Man 
Á No one knows the hour 

Matthew 26:64 Coming on the clouds of heaven 

John 5:21-30 Raising of the dead; final judgment 

John 12:31 άbƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
world; now the prince of this world will 
ōŜ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ƻǳǘΦέ όbL±ύ 

1 Corinthians 15:51-52 ά[ƛǎǘŜƴΣ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅΥ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ 
all sleep, but we will all be changedτin a 
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Reference Notes 

flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 
the dead will be raised imperishable, and 
ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΦέ όbL±ύ 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-
18 

Á Coming of the Lord 
Á Raising of the dead 
Á ±ǎΦ мт ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǊŀǇǘǳǊŜέ 

comes from ς ƛƴ WŜǊƻƳŜΩǎ ±ǳƭƎŀǘŜΣ 
rapiemur meŀƴǎ ǘƻ άǎŜƛȊŜΣ ǎƴŀǘŎƘΣ 
ŎŀǊǊȅ ŀǿŀȅέ 

2 Thessalonians 1:5-10 ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ 
revealed from heaven in blazing fire with 
Ƙƛǎ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŀƴƎŜƭǎΦέ όbL±Σ ǾŜǊǎŜ тύ 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 Man of Lawlessness ς probably the 
antichrist or the false prophet (Rev. 13) 

2 Peter 3:3-13 Day of the Lord; Vs. 10,12 sound to many 
people like nuclear war 

Jude 1:14-15 ά{ŜŜΣ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ 
upon thousands of his holy ones to judge 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΧέ όbL±ύ 

Apocrypha 
In the Apocrypha (mostly made up of books that appear in a Second Temple Greek translation of the 
Hebrew scriptures), one can see an increasing emphasis on an afterlife, as well as on a final judgment 
against evil. 

Wisdom of Solomon 

The Wisdom of Solomon makes extensive references to an afterlife for the righteous, and a final 
punishment for the evil.  Some examples: 
 
ά

15
But the righteous live forever, and their reward is with the Lord; the Most High takes care of them. 

16
Therefore they will receive a glorious crown and a beautiful diadem from the hand of the Lord, because 
ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊƳ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƛŜƭŘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ   
(NRSV, Wisdom of Solomon, 5:15-16) 
 
ά

20
They will come with dread when their sins are reckoned up, and their lawless deeds will convict them 

to their face. 
1
Then the righteous will stand with great confidence in the presence of those who have oppressed them 

and those who make light of their labors. 
2
When the unrighteous see them, they will be shaken with             dreadful fear, and they will be amazed 

at the unexpected salvation of the righteous. 
3
They will speak to one another in repentance, and in anguish of spirit they will groan, and say,  

4
ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƘƻƳ ǿŜ ƻƴŎŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ŘŜǊƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ōȅǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǊŜǇǊƻŀŎƘτfools that we were!  
²Ŝ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘƻƴƻǊΦέ  όbw{±Σ ²ƛǎŘƻƳΣ пΥнл-
5:4) 



 13 

2 Maccabees 

2 Maccabees has several passages that indicate a Jewish belief in the resurrection of the dead, and a 
final judgment day.  One section discusses the martyrdom of seven brothers, who died rather than 
agree to eat pork.  The brothers are defiant partially because they believe in resurrection of the dead: 
 
ά

9
!ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ ōǊŜŀǘƘΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ¸ƻǳ ŀŎŎǳǊǎŜŘ ǿǊŜǘŎƘΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎ ǳǎ from this present life, 

but the King of the universe will raise us up to an everlasting renewal of life, because we have died for his 
ƭŀǿǎΦΩέ όbw{±Σ н aŀŎŎabees 7:9) 
 
ά

14
²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƴŜŀǊ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨhƴŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōǳǘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƳƻǊǘŀƭǎ and to cherish 

ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ DƻŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ōȅ ƘƛƳΦ .ǳǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƴƻ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜΗΩέ  όbw{±Σ 
2 Maccabees 7:14) 
 
ά

23
Therefore the Creator of the world, who shaped the beginning of humankind and devised the origin of 

all things, will in his mercy give life and breath back to you again, since you now forget yourselves for the 
ǎŀƪŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǿǎΦέ  όbw{±Σ н aŀŎŎŀōŜŜǎ тΥноύ 

2 Esdras 

н 9ǎŘǊŀǎ ƛǎ ōȅ ŦŀǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǇƻŎŀƭȅǇǘƛŎ ōƻƻƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻŎǊȅǇƘŀ όƴƻǘŜΥ н 9ǎŘǊŀǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ƳƻŘŜrn 
Roman Catholic Bibles).  As is the case with Daniel and Revelation, the vision described in 2 Esdras is in 
the form of a dialogue between an angel (Uriel) and the receiver of the vision (Ezra).  Some examples of 
the apocalyptic themes in 2 Esdras follow. 

An end times messiah 
26
άCƻǊ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊŜǘƻƭŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǎǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

city that now is not seen shall appear, and the land that now is hidden shall be disclosed. 
27

Everyone who 
has been delivered from the evils that I have foretold shall see my wonders. 

28
For my son the Messiah 

shall be revealed with those who are with him, and those who remain shall rejoice four hundred years. 
29

After those years my son the Messiah shall die, and all who draw human breath. 
30

Then the world shall 
be turned back to primeval silence for seven days, as it was at the first beginnings, so that no one shall be 
left. 

31
After seven days the world that is not yet awake shall be roused, and that which is corruptible shall 

perish. 
32

The earth shall give up those who are asleep in it, and the dust those who rest there in silence; 
and the chambers shall give up the souls that have been committed to them. 

33
The Most High shall be 

revealed on the seat of judgment, and compassion shall pass away, and patience shall be withdrawn. 
34

Only judgment shall remain, truth shall stand, and faithfulness shall grow strong. 
35

Recompense shall 
follow, and the reward shall be manifested; righteous deeds shall awake, and unrighteous deeds shall not 
sleep.

36
The pit of torment shall appear, and opposite it shall be the place of rest; and the furnace of hell 

shall be disclosed, and opposite it the paradise of delight. 
37

Then the Most High will say to the nations that 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘΣ Ψ[ƻƻƪ now, and understand whom you have denied, whom you have not 
served, whose commandments you have despised. 

38
Look on this side and on that; here are delight and 

ǊŜǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǊƳŜƴǘǎΦΩ ¢Ƙǳǎ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘτ
39

a day that 
has no sun or moon or stars, 

40
or cloud or thunder or lightning, or wind or water or air, or darkness or 

evening or morning, 
41

or summer or spring or heat or winter or frost or cold, or hail or rain or dew, 
42

or 
noon or night, or dawn or shining or brightness or light, but only the splendor of the glory of the Most 
High, by which all shall see what has been destined. 

43
It will last as though for a week of years. 

44
This is my 

judgment and its prescribed order; and to you alone I have shown these thinƎǎΦέ όbw{±Σ н 9ǎŘǊŀǎ тΥнс-44) 
 
ά

31
And as for the lion whom you saw rousing up out of the forest and roaring and speaking to the eagle 

and reproving him for his unrighteousness, and as for all his words that you have heard, 
32

this is the 
Messiah whom the Most High has kept until the end of days, who will arise from the offspring of David, 
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and will come and speak with them. He will denounce them for their ungodliness and for their 
wickedness, and will display before them their contemptuous dealings. 

33
For first he will bring them alive 

before his judgment seat, and when he has reproved them, then he will destroy them. 
34

But in mercy he 
will set free the remnant of my people, those who have been saved throughout my borders, and he will 
make them joyful until thŜ ŜƴŘ ŎƻƳŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘΣ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΦέ  
(NRSV, 2 Esdras 12:31-34)  

Judgment Day 
ά

70
IŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǎǘ IƛƎƘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ !ŘŀƳ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ 

from him, he first prepared the judgment and ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘΦΩέ  όbw{±Σ н 9ǎŘǊŀǎ 
7:70) 
 
ά

35
For after death the judgment will come, when we shall live again; and then the names of the righteous 

ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƎƻŘƭȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎƭƻǎŜŘΦέ  όbw{±Σ н Esdras 14:35) 

Resurrection of the dead 
 ά

16
And I will raise up the dead from their places, and bring them out from their tombs, because I 

ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƳΦέ  όbw{±Σ н 9ǎŘǊŀǎ нΥмсύ 
 
ά

31
Remember your children that sleep, because I will bring them out of the hiding places of the earth, and 

ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ƳŜǊŎȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΤ ŦƻǊ L ŀƳ ƳŜǊŎƛŦǳƭΣ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ !ƭƳƛƎƘǘȅΦέ όbw{±Σ н 9ǎŘǊŀǎ нΥомύ 

A time of tribulation 
άм
άbƻǿ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴǎΥ ƭƻΣ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƛȊŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘŜǊǊƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƘƛŘŘŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ōŀǊǊŜƴ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘΦέ όbw{±Σ н 
Esdras 5:1) 
 
άс

And one shall reign whom those who inhabit the earth do not expect, and the birds shall fly away 
together; 

7
and the Dead Sea shall cast up fish; and one whom the many do not know shall make his voice 

heard by night, and all shall hear his voice. 
8
There shall be chaos also in many places, fire shall often break 

out, the wild animals shall roam beyond their haunts, and menstruous women shalƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǘƘ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊǎΦέ 
(NRSV, 2 Esdras 5:6-8) 

Dead Sea Scrolls 
The Dead Sea Scrolls reflect a highly developed sense of the battle between good and evil (personified 
as Belial).  One can also find references to an apocalyptic messiah, and a final judgment day. 

War Scroll 

The War of the Sons of Light with the Sons of Darkness, often shortened to simply the War Scroll, 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŀ ǿŀǊ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ όƭŜŘ ōȅ .Ŝƭƛŀƭ ƻǊ 
Satan).  The scroll begins with: 
 
ά!ǘ ǘhe beginning of the undertaking of the sons of light, they shall start against the lot of the sons of 
ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳȅ ƻŦ .ŜƭƛŀƭΧ!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛǘǘƛƳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƴŘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛŎƪŜŘƴŜǎǎ 
shall be laid low without any remnant; and there shalƭ ōŜ ƴƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎΦέ  ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ 
p. 390) 

 
It may be inferred that the scroll is describing an apocalyptic, end-times battle, although this is not 
outlined explicitly in the text.  The text is very specific about the order of battle, the requirements for 
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the leaders, the numbers of the troops of the sons of light, etc. At one point, it describes that the sons of 
ƭƛƎƘǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ нуΣллл ƳŜƴ ƻŦ ǿŀǊ ŀƴŘ сΣллл ŎƘŀǊƛƻǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻƳ άǎƘŀƭƭ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
war of God, to eternal dŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 
In favor of the text being an account of an apocalyptic battle is the role assigned to the Angel Michael: 
 
ά¢ƻŘŀȅ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƭŀȅ ƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƛŎƪŜŘƴŜǎǎΤ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ 
will send eternal help to the lot he has redeemed by the power of the angel he has made glorious for rule, 
Michael, in eternal light, to give light in joy to all Israel, peace and blessing to the lot of God, to exalt 
among the gods the rule of Michael and the dominion of Israel over aƭƭ ŦƭŜǎƘΦέ  ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ  оффύ 
 

This is, of course, at least somewhat similar in tone to passages in the 12th chapter of Revelation. 

1 Enoch 

1 Enoch has numerous passages that refer to a final judgment.  Presiding over the final judgment ς the 
ά{ƻƴ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴέ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ έ9ƭŜŎǘ hƴŜϦΦ 
 
ά.ŜƘƻƭŘ ƘŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜƴ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎŀƛƴǘǎΣ ǘƻ ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜ ƧǳŘƎment upon them, and destroy the 
wicked, and reprove all of flesh for every thing which the sinful and ungodly have done, and committed 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƘƛƳΦέ  όм 9ƴƻŎƘΣ н /ƘŀǇǘŜr, Laurence; compare with Jude 14-15) 
 
άh ȅŜ ƪƛƴƎǎΣ h ȅŜ ƳƛƎƘǘȅΣ ǿƘƻ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜƘƻƭŘ Ƴȅ 9ƭŜŎǘ ƻƴŜΣ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
my glory.  And he shall judge Azazeel [Satan], all his associates, and all his hosts, in the name of the Lord 
ƻŦ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎΦέ  όм 9ƴƻŎƘ рпΥрΣ [ŀǳrence) 
 
ά.ǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƳŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǳƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
the Lord of spirits has prepared for those who prostrate themselves to the judgment of righteousness, for 
those ǿƘƻ ŀōƧǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǘŀƪŜ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǾŀƛƴΦέ  όм 9ƴƻŎƘ рфΥрΣ [ŀǳrence) 
 
ά²Ƙƻ ώǘƘŜ 9ƭŜŎǘ ƻƴŜϐ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƧǳŘƎŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭȅΣ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƘŜ 
weigh their actions.  And then He shall lift up his countenance to judge their secret ways in the word of 
the name of the Lord of spirits, and their progress in the path of the righteous judgment of the God most 
ƘƛƎƘΦέ  όм 9ƴƻŎƘ слΥммΣ [ŀǳrence) 
 
άIŜ ǎŀǘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ judgment was assigned to him, the Son 
ƻŦ ƳŀƴΦέ  όм 9ƴƻŎƘ суΥофΣ [ŀǳrence) 

Commentary on Revelation 
If one views that Revelation is about a sequence of events that will occur in the future, is it possible to 
put together a broad list of events that will ocŎǳǊΚ  wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
always proceed in a linear time line from chapter to chapter.  However, one can make a guess in broad 
terms as to the sequence of events: 
 
Á Opening of the scroll with 7 seals by the Lion of Judah (Chapter 5 onwards) 
Á God causes a time of tribulation on earth 
Á God sends two witnesses to prophesize to mankind 
Á Satan and his forces fight back 
Á Christ Returns, and defeats the earthly powers at the battle of Armageddon 
Á Satan is bound in the abyss for 1000 years 
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Á Millennial Rule of Christ and the Martyrs 
Á Satan is released, and consigned to Hell 
Á Judgment Day 
Á The New Heaven, the New Earth, the New Jerusalem 
Á God Reigns Eternally! 

Chapter 1 
Revelation shows its distinctiveness in the very first verse - it is the only book in the 
.ƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ άwŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘέΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ōƻƻƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Bible that offers a blessing to those who read it (Rev. 1:3).  Some other notes on 
Chapter 1: 
Á The author is mentioned by name (John) three times in this chapter; the link 

with Patmos occurs in verse 9 
Á John is instructed by Jesus to write what he sees and send it to 7 churches in 

Asia Minor.  The messages are directed to the "angel" or "messenger" of the 7 
churches. 

Á Lƴ ǾŜǊǎŜ мфΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜnts described take place in the 
future ς ά²ǊƛǘŜ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎέΦ όbL±ύ 

Á Lƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǾŜǊǎŜǎΣ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ άǎŜǾŜƴέ ς seven spirits, seven 
stars, seven lampstands.  The number seven is significant because it was considered a heavenly 
number.  It (like many other numbers in Revelation) is not necessarily always meant to be taken 
literally. 

Chapters 2-3 
The letters to the seven churches (all located in what is now western Turkey) are variously interpreted 
as to either apply specifically to situations in those churches at the time, and have no broader 
significance, or to be taken as having an enduring message for all churches.  Certainly, some of the 
issues associated with the various churches (lack of spiritual passion, succumbing to pagan or Gnostic 
influences, etc.) can be seen in congregations in the 21st century! 

Ephesus 

Ephesus was the largest city in Asia at the time.  It was the home of John himself (except during his exile 
to Patmos).  Although it had a large Christian population (in a church founded by Paul), the city was also 
a center of emperor worship, which meant that there would have been pressures on Christians to 
accept more than one god.   
 
The congregation is commended for not following false prophets (the Nicolaitans were a Gnostic sect), 
ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘǎƘƛǇǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ άȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 
ŦƻǊǎŀƪŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭƻǾŜέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ that they were lacking in spiritual passion or focus.   

Smyrna 

Smyrna (now Izmir, Turkey) was a prosperous city in Asia Minor with a large Jewish community that 
showed bitter enmity toward Christians. 
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No criticism is leveled toward this church, and they are commended for remaining steadfast in the face 
of poverty and other afflictions. However, they are warned of future suffering (compare with 
Philadelphia). 
 
¢ƘŜ άǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŘŜŀǘƘέ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ DƻŘΦ 

Pergamum 

Pergamum was a city of great heaǘƘŜƴ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ όάǿƘŜǊŜ {ŀǘŀƴ Ƙŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘǊƻƴŜέύΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ 
commended for their steadfastness, but condemned for having some who succumbed to pagan 
(Balaam) or Gnostic (Nicolaitan) influences. 

Thyatira 

Thyatira was the home of many trade guilds.  Membership in those guilds often required participation in 
licentious activities.  This created a compromising situation for Christians. 
 
While the congregation is praised for their faith and perseverance, they are also condemned for some 
who succumb to pagan and/or Gnostic influences. 

Sardis 

Sardis was a wealthy city known for its profligacy.  The congregation is condemned for not being as 
άŀƭƛǾŜέ ŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǇŀǎǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛŜŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘΦ 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia (City of Brotherly Love) was a small city beset by earthquakes.  Like Smryna, the local Jewish 
community had strong enmity towards Christians.   
 
No criticism is leveled toward this church!  It appears that the congregation will be protected from the 
coming Tribulation (compare with Smyrna.) 

Laodicea 

Laodicea was a large commercial, banking, transportation, and 
administrative center.  The congregation was severely reprimanded 
ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ϦƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ Ƙƻǘ ƻǊ ŎƻƭŘϦΣ ƻǊ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΦ  ά{ƻΣ 
because you are lukewarmτneither hot nor coldτI am about to 
ǎǇƛǘ ȅƻǳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƳƻǳǘƘΦέ όbL±Σ ǾǎΦ мсύ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ 
is still given a chance to repent. 

Chapter 4 
Chapter 4 is a description of heaven, similar to Isaiah 6 or Ezekiel 1.  
We are told right at the beginning that this is a description of the 
future - άL ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎΦέ όbL±Σ wŜǾ 
4:1) 
 
References are made to God on his throne, and other heavenly 
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creatures, including the twenty-four elders (by church tradition, the 12 patriarchs and the 12 apostles), 
the "living creatures" (compare with Ezekiel 1), and a multitude of angels that worship Him. (Engraving 

Gustave Dore) 

Chapter 5 
Chapter 5 is the start of the sequence discussed at the beginning of this commentary ς the opening of 
the ǎŜŀƭŜŘ ǎŎǊƻƭƭ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ŀƳōΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ [ŀƳō ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƻƭƭ άōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ 
were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people 
ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΦέ όbL±Σ wŜǾ рΥфύ  /ƭŜŀǊƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ [ŀƳō ƛǎ WŜǎǳǎ.   
 
Á ¢ƘŜ ά[ƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛōŜ ƻŦ WǳŘŀƘέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ пфΥф 
Á ¢ƘŜ άwƻƻǘ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘέ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ όŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜǎύ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛŜǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ 

and Luke, which show Jesus as a direct descendent of King David 

Chapter 6 

 
Once the seals on the scroll are opened, the time of Tribulation begins.   By tradition, the horses and 
ǊƛŘŜǊǎ ǳƴƭŜŀǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǳǊ ǎŜŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ CƻǳǊ IƻǊǎŜƳŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
!ǇƻŎŀƭȅǇǎŜέΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ōǊƛƴƎ ǿŀǊΣ ǇƭŀƎǳŜΣ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘƛǎƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ όǘƘŜ ǊƛŘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōlack horse causes a whole 
day's work to be required just to eat) and death.   
 
5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǘǊƛōǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎΣ άŘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛōǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΚέΣ ƻǊΣ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ living servants taken up to him?  
Those that believe that living Christians are taken up by God before the Tribulation believe in 
pretribulation.  Those that believe that Christians must live through the Tribulation believe in 
posttribulation.   Finally, those that believe that living Christians are taken up by God in the middle of the 
Tribulation (typically, during the mysterious visit of the Two Witnesses) believe in midtribulation.  As you 
read through Revelation, look for clues as to whether Christians seem to still be alive during the 
Tribulation ς and whether they are new converts. 
 
With the opening of the fifth seal, we see the first reference to a group that is singled out for special 
mention several times in Revelation ς the martyrs, or those that hŀǾŜ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ  aŀǊǘȅǊŘƻƳ 
ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ǿŀǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŀ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜŘ 
from the time of Nero onwards.  (Nero lighted Rome by burning Christians on tar-soaked crosses in 64 
A.D.) 
 
With the opening of the sixth seal, God really has the attention of people on earth ς even the rich and 
mighty cower in caves!   
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Chapter 7 
hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘƛƴƎ wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƛƴŜŀǊ 
timeline.  Chapter с ŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ άCƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿǊŀǘƘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ 
ǎǘŀƴŘΚέ όbL±Σ wŜǾ сΥмтύΣ ōǳǘ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ т ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƛǎ άŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǿǊŀǘƘέΦ 
 
/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ т ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜŀƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ όŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άƳŀǊƪ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ .Ŝŀǎǘέ ƛƴ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ моύΦ  Lǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛōǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜƳ 
for the future?  And who are these mysterious 144,000?  They are assigned to the Twelve Tribes of Israel 
(notice the absence of Dan).  Is this referring to the number of Jews that will be saved?  And is the 
number meant to be taken literally?  12 (patriarchs or tribes) times 12 (apostles) is 144, so perhaps the 
number is meant to be taken symbolically. 
 
bŜȄǘΣ WƻƘƴ ǎŜŜǎ άŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ƴǳltitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and 
ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜέ όbL±Σ wŜǾ тΥфύΦ  hōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƴƻǿΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǿǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ 
they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in 
ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀƳōέΦ  !ǊŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜǉǳŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊǘȅǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ с όōƻǘƘ ŀǊŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
wearing white robes), or is this different group to be saved? 
 
One other note.  The exchange in verses 13/14 between John and the angel is a standard device in 
apocalyptic literature, where an angel asks a human an unanswerable question, and the human 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎ ά{ƛǊΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŘŜǾƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ н 9ǎŘǊŀǎΣ ǘƘŜ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ ƻŦ IŜǊƳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
books. 

Chapter 8 
Lƴ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ уΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ōack in the main action ς the opening of the seventh (and 
final seal).  The opening of this seal causes lots of action ς spearheaded by 7 
angels with trumpets.  After describing a series of horrible events involving the 
first four angels with trumpets (fire, poison, blackening of the sky), the chapter 
ends with a warning that the plagues brought by the next three angels with 
trumpets will be even worse! 

Chapter 9 
hƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άǎǘŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘέ ƛs none 
other than Satan (compare to Rev 12:4, which is explicitly about Satan).  The star falling to earth may be 
ƛƴ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ {ŀǘŀƴΩǎ Ŧŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ άǎǘŀǊέ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ άƪŜȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀŦǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōȅǎǎέΣ ŀƴŘ 
certainly, the association between Satan and the Abyss is quite explicit in Revelation 20:3. 
 
The king of the Abyss in Revelation 9:11 would also seem to be Satan: 
 
ά¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀǎ ƪƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ōȅǎǎΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ IŜōǊŜǿ ƛǎ !ōŀŘŘƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƪΣ 
!ǇƻƭƭȅƻƴΦέ όbL±Σ wŜǾ фΥммύ ό.ƻǘƘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƳŜŀƴ άŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜǊέύ 
 

LŦ ǘƘŜ άŀƴƎŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōȅǎǎέ ƛǎ {ŀǘŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǳƴƭŜŀǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŦǘƘ ŀƴƎŜƭ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊǳƳǇŜǘΣ 
it is perhaps an example of God having dominion over everything; he can even use Satan to his own 
ends.  And the text is ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŜƳƻƴ ƭƻŎǳǎǘǎ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōȅǎǎ Ŏŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ άƻƴƭȅ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀƭ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƻǊŜƘŜŀŘǎέ όbL±Σ wŜǾ фΥпύ ς in other words, 
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nonbelievers.  There is some irony in this because in Revelation 13, Satan 
marshals nonbelievers to make a last ditch stand against God. 
 
Chapter 9 continues with the sixth angel sounding the trumpet, and 
200,000,000 mounted troops are unleashed to kill a third of mankind.  The 
chapter ends with a key observation: 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻf mankind that were not killed by these plagues still did not repent 
of the work of their hands; they did not stop worshiping demons, and idols of 
gold, silver, bronze, stone and woodτidols that cannot see or hear or walk. 
Nor did they repent of their murders, their magic arts, their sexual immorality 
ƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƘŜŦǘǎΦέ όbL±Σ wŜǾ ф нл-21) 
 

It appears that even during the tribulation, nonbelievers still have the 
opportunity to repent ς but refuse to do so. 

Chapter 10 
Chapter 10 is a break in the action to prepare readers for what is still to come ς the mighty seventh 
trumpeting angel: 
 
ά.ǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴǘƘ ŀƴƎŜƭ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǎƻǳƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊǳƳǇŜǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΦέ όbL±Σ wŜǾ млΥ7) 
 

The text describing a scroll that is sweet in the mouth but sour in the stomach may be a metaphor in 
anticipation of the (temporary) rise of Satan as an earthly power in Chapter 13.  On the surface, false 
prophets can sound mighty good, but in the end they lead to death. 
 
²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ ǾŜǊǎŜ п ǘƘŀǘ WƻƘƴ ǎŜŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŘƻǿƴΦ 

Chapter 11 
The first part of the action-packed Chapter 11 concerns two witnesses sent by God to prophesize to 
mankind (mankind is given continual opportunities to repent during the Tribulation).  The two witnesses, 
ōȅ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŀǊŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ 9ƭƛƧŀƘ ŀƴŘ 9ƴƻŎƘ όǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŘƛŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ 
up to heaven), or Elijah and Moses.  The latter view comes from an interpretation of this passage: 
 
ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ƳŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǎƘǳǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ Ǌŀƛƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǎȅƛƴƎΤ 
and they have power to turn the waters into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague as 
ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘΦέ (NIV, Rev 11:6) 
 

In the Old Testament, Elijah is given the power to control the rain (see 1 Kings 17:1), and Moses turns 
water into blood and unleashes other plagues in his battle with Pharaoh. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ άōŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ōȅǎǎέ ό{ŀǘŀƴ ƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƴƛƻƴǎύΣ 
and left to rot in the streets of Jerusalem while the inhabitants gloat over them.  Finally, they are taken 
up to heaven in a cloud. 
 
The second part of Chapter 11 concerns the seventh angel sounding his trumpet, ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ άǘƘŜ 
ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ όbL±Σ ǾŜǊǎŜ мрύΦ  /ŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ 


















