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churches have quality, Biblicalhased adukfocused programs. Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to
downplay adult educét 2 y X F20dzaAy3d 2y OKAf RNByQa SRdzOF GA2Yy oy20 |
GKS adzy OKdzZNOKSREé = ¢ K S dtgpanditietldgyOsdie ofiedzidifposehsigndded.dzNO K K A &

Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on bbthBible and the basic tenets and history of the
Faith. Among the reasons:

1 Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the chgardtult Sunday School classes/Bible
studies may be their first serious iottuction to what Christianity is lahbout

1 Christianity (and especially Evangelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular
culture (movies, music, etc.). We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith against a
GFO1 62N (12 eMRBOARISE It SNENIREF &®a Ay M tSGSNI oYmpo

1 Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history
of their Faith

To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and thosdgttsigs out in the

G{ OK22ft 2F /KNRAGé0YX LQOS gNARGGSY | aSNRASaE 2F O2dzNRSa
Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church. The topics represented in these courses are

intey RSR (12 020K FdZNIKSNJ GKS LI NGAOALIY(HIQa ¢l f]1 Yy (GKS CI
getics.

While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High Schdel and Co
lege projects, esp@ally the coursesotused primarily on historical aspects.

One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I come from a Reformed
Church background), but | hope I've given ample time to other points of viewghmu the various courses.
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Introduction

Flavius Josephus (c. 805 A.D.), in his massivé' tentury A.D. workdewish
Antiquitiesand Jewish Warglescribes that there were three Jewish religio
GLI NI ASaég 2N aasSdiaé RdNAy3I GKS L
the destructionof the Temple by the &nans in 70 A.D.:

GC2NJ KSNBE I NB GKNBS LIKAf2a2LIKAOL
of which are the Pharisees; of the second, the Sadducees; and the third
which pretends to a severerdipline, are called BsS y S Jewigh WargBook 2,
Chapter 8William Whiston, Tranator)

Two of those groups feature prominently in the New Testametiie Phai-
d4S5Sa 604aSLI NI (WOS&E&aé W alAPNaIRT fAFRR1¢ 2N a2 6S N
mentionedin the Old Testament or the Apocrypha. The Essenes may have been the sect associated
with the Dead Sea Scrolls.

While we have a great deal afformation about the three sects from various ancient sources, we have
almost no reliable information as to tHmeageof any of the three groups. Commentarieitem state

that the Pharisees are descendents of the scribes who arose in the synagogues during the Diaspora;
other times they are associated with a mgsous sect mentioned a few times i &and 2 Maccabees

called the Hasideans. The Sadducees are typicatigiagsd with the priesthood in Jerusalem, but their
2NAIAYE INB S@GSYy YdNJASN KFy GKS t KFENRAaSsa ol NB
ciated with the Hasmoneans?) And the argyof the Essenes are hotly contestedre they desce-

dents of the Hasideans? Formed during the Hasmonean dynasty in protest agakisvii@s assuming

the priesthood? Considering that all three are household names 2000 years later, we have remarkably
little solid knowledge of where they came from. The terms seem to spring into existence in séveral 1
century A.D. sources, with ndwaous pedigree.

As far as the theology and characteristics of the three sects, though, we have more informatien. Jos

phus describes the Essenes with lovietpd, the Pharisees slightly less so, and the Sadducees the least.

We can glean much about the Pharisees and Sadducees from the New Testament, although tree inform

tion is generally presented in a negative lighttlasy often (not always) opposed the ministry esus.

t KAft2 2F £ SEFYRNALF | fa2 RAaOdza&asSa (GKS 9aaSySa Ay
ducees at all).

The purpose of this study is to attempt to present a survey ofwtedge regading these three sects
from these sources:

Josephus (Jewish AntiquitiedA; Jewish WarsJW)
Philo of Alexandria

Pliny the Elder

The New Testament

The Apocrypha

The Dead Sea Scrolls

=A =4 =4 =4 -8 =9

The last two sources will require a bit of interpretation, as non¢hefthree sects are mentioned by
name in either.



Part One of this study will cover the Pharisees and Sadducees. Part Two will cover the Essenes.

Quiz on the Pharisees and Sadducees

T/F The Pharisees and Sadducees are mentioned by name in the Deadoiga S

T/F The Pharisees and Sadducees are mentioned by name in the Apocrypha

T/F The Pharisees and Sadducees are mentioned by name in the Old Testament

T/F The New Testament links the Sadducees with the chief priests of the Temple

T/F The Sadduceegidiot believe in the resurrection, angels, or spirits

T/F Paul (Saul of Tarsus) was a Sadducee by training

T/F Paul (Saul of Tarsus) persecuted the early Christian Church by authority of the chief priests
T/F There is no record of any Pharisees follgwissus

. T/F The earliest historical mention of the Sadducees is in the times of Ezra the prophet

10.¢ k C hyS Ll2aaAaofsS YSIyaRe¢2F aG{l RRdzOSS¢ Aa aaz
11. Name three Pharisees mentioned ifidentury A.D. sources

12. Name a Sadducee mentioned ifidenturyA.D. sources

©COoNOO~WDE

Pharisees

Origins/History

The Pharisees are mentioned by name in the New Testament and &y
phus (they are also mentioned in later rabigial works). The name is no
mentioned in the Old Testament, the Dead Sea Scrolls or thenppha. The
earliest chronological reference to the Pharisees is by Josephus. hle
tions the Phaisees as having existed during the reign of Hasmonean
Priest Jonathan (16043 B.C.) The description is brief:

Gb2g FT2N GKS t KI NA a Sofsi Bt notrlS dre thielwsrk df Y A
fate, ;;md some of therr) areﬂin our own power, and thqt Ehey are liable to fe
odzti F NB y2i OdwissABtRuitigse3.172) G S dé 6

The next reference chronologically in Josephus is an ambiguoussi@gtof therelationship between
the Pharisees and Hasmonean leader John Hyrcanusl(88.C.). The passage begins with thevisllo
ing paragraph, which would tend to indicate that Hyrcanus and thei&¥es were at odds:

G1 26 SOSNE (G KAA& LINBnaveilShnaBealza to éniyHirdnug; But they that wekiEthe worst
disposed to him were the Pharisees, who are one of the sects of the Jews, as we have informéd you a
ready. These have so great a power over the multitude, that when they say anything agaiksighe
against the high priest, they are presentlgfbA S @S R d ¢ OW!I' = mModmndpo

Josephus then turns right around and indicates that Johnadyscwas a disciple of the Pharisees!

Gb2g | @NOIydza g+ a I RA&OA LXh&n A winkhé dndeEnkited theiR toINB | G £ &
a feast, and entertained them very kindly, when he saw them in a good humor, he began to say to them,

that they knew he was desirous to be a righteous man, and to do all things whereby he might please God,

which was the professip 2 ¥ G KS t KI NA&aSSa a2 dé



Leaders of the Maccabean Revolt/
Hasmonean Dynasty

Mattathias
Priest
Rebel Leader
167-165B.C.

Judas Maccabeus Jonathan Simon John Eleazar
Rebel Leader Rebel Leader Rebel Leader Rebel Leader
165-160 B.C. High Priest High Priest d.c. 162 B.C.

160-143 B.C. 142-135B.C.

!—‘—\

John Hyrcanus Judas
Army Commander Army Commander
High Priest d. 134 B.C.
134-104 B.C.

!—‘—\

Alexander Jannaeus Salome Alexandra
King/High Priest Queen (wife of Alexander)
103-76 B.C. 76-67 B.C.

Aristobulus/Hyrcanus Il
67-40 B.C.

Regardless of the exact situation, Josephus goes on to recount that at the aforementioned feast, a man

2T -G6SAYILISNE  yIF YSR 9t SITFN akK22da KAa Y2dzZiKkshghF ¥ G2 |
LINASadK22R 06S0FdzaS a2S KI@S KSFENR Ad FTNRY 2tfR YS
NBAIY 2F | yiA20Kdza 9LIALKI ySEdé ¢KS 2GKSNInt KI NA &S
nection to the opinion of Eleazar. However, eggedy a Sadducean friend named Jonathan, Hyrcanus
eventually removes hidlagiance from the Pharisees.

Eldest Son
Rebel Leader

The Pharisees next show up in Josephus during the reigns of Kkagdde Jannaeusl03-76 B.C.), and

his wife Queen Salome Alexandra (& B.C.).Alexander was perhaps the most hated leader the-Ha
moneans ever produced. Josephus describes a protracted Civil War, which culminates in Alexgnder sla
ing 50,000 of his opments:

GCNRY (KSyOS KS FfSR (2 WSNUzA I theSstbn imst&IMEhyandbh8 A A RSa KA
fought against them for six years, and slew no fewer than fifty thousand of them; and when he desired

that they would desist from their ill will to him, they hated him so much the more, on account of what

had already happertt and when he had asked them what he ought to do, they all cried out, that he

2dAKG G2 1Attt KAYaSt To¢ OW!' =T mModmMoO ®Pp 0O

hy KAiada RSIFIGKOoSRX ! fSEIYyRSNI (iStfta KAa vdzsSSyi- ' £ SEFy
thority into the hands of the Phesees; for that they would commend her for the honor she had done
GKSYZ YR ¢g2dzdZd R NBO2YyOAf S (KS yialdghe?Alexander rdc@NX ¢ 0 W!
why she should make this move, and indicates that the Pharisees were indeedenyp of hs:

(@]}
(@)

GXF2NI GKEG GKS2 OGKS t KFNXaSS aukle whadheyiskedl/anyosévera S 08 R
thing against others, though it be only out of envy at them. And he said,itheds by their means that

he had incurred the displeasure of theationz ¢ K2Y AYRSSR KS KIR AyadzNBR®E 0o
ed)

3

We now begin to see that the Pharisees were not just a religious sect, but also had strong political lea
ings. Alexandra doesdeed enlist the aid of the Pharisees, and they take fulbathge of their return
to power:

GXAKSXLISNYAGGSR GKS t KFENRA&aASSa (2 R2 SOSNRBUKAY3IT G2
edient. She also restored again those practices which the Pharisees had introduced, accordingde the tr
ditions of their forefahers, and which her fathein-law, Hyrcanus, had abrogated. So she had indeed the



name of the Regent; but the Pharisees had the authority; for it was they who restored such as had been
banished, and set such as were prisoners at liberty, and, to say atfice, they differed in nothing from
[ 2NRa ®§
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selves the real administrators of the public affairs; they banished and reduced whom they pleased; they

bound and loosed [men] at their pleasure; and, to say all at once, they had the enjoyment of theuoyal a
GK2NAGEesS gKAfald GKS SELSyasSa FyR GKS RAFTFAOMzZ G6ASa 27

One of the incidents described by Josephus during theipusly metioned Civil War under Alexander
Jannaeus was when he crucified 800 of ganents, and murdered their wives and children:

GXGKS WSga F2dzaKG 3AFAyad '€ SEFYRSNE YR 0S8SAy3 o6SIGSy
which they had and when he had shut up the most powerful of them in the city Bethome, he besieged

them therein; and when he had taken the city, and gotten the men into his power, he brought thesn to J

rusalem, and did one of the most barbarous actions in the world &rthfor as he was feasting with his

concubines, in the sight of all the city, he ordered about eight hundred of them to be crucified; and while

GKSe8 6SNB fAQ@Ay3IZ KS 2NRSNBR (KS (GKNRIFG&a 2F GKSANI O
13.14.2)

Scholars have long postulated that the 800 crucified were Pharisees, because the Pharisees rataliate u
RSNJ GKS NBAIYy 2F {lf2YS 1 f SEIFYRNI dnkage:2 4§ SOSNE G KS

GXFYyR GKS O02dzyiNE g1 & Sy lriseldsbraheyt disturhdd thedoBeen, snB-OS LIG A y 3
sired that she wouldill those who pesuaded Alexander to slay the eight hundmeeén; after which they

Odzi GKS GKNRIG 2F 2yS 2F GKSYSX 5A23S8ySay yR FGiSN K
(JA 13.16.2)

Interestingly enough, the Dead Sea Scrolls may provide thengilink in this equation. Geza Vermes in
KAa 06221 aGa¢KS /2YLX SGS 5SIR {SI { ONE6énimantayyn 9y I f A
Nahumlinks the Pharisees to the 80Qucified men:
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scrolls might have been a member of the ruling party under Alexander (the Sadducees?), ang-was di

placed when Salome Alexama brought the Pharisees (back) into power. The invective against the (pr
sumed) Phasees continues:

GXGKAE O2yOSNYya (KS R2YAYyAz2y 2F (K2a$S ¢6K2 &aSS| avzz2i
sword of the nations shall never be wanting. CaptjMooting, and burning shall be among them, and e
ile out of dread for the enemy. A multitude of guilty corpses shall fall in their days; there shall be no end



—
—h

G2 GKS adzy 2F GKSANI atlAyX/ AdASa | ymblemenaadirle®&a a K| L
aKFfEf Flrff OGKNRddzZAK GKSANI (2y3dzSaXoliKSANB S@OAf RSSRa

(Commentary on Nahungeza Vermes tradation)

In the same vein, Michael Wise, in his bobke First Messialbelieves that the Deaded Scrolls
Thanksgiving hymnsere written by the Teacher of Righteousness, after his loss of power to thé Phar

sees. An example followsti KS & LJ NIié 2F GKS {SS{SNA 2F !1cO02YY2FR
cording to Wise:

GL LINF A&S | @sd¥ourleye fepnbidisFupod 81€) hnd You deliver me from the zeal of thlse a

visors. Fronthe party of the Seekers of Accommodatiohmave You rescued the life of the poor one

whom they plotted to destroy, whose blood they planned to spill over the issye®fdzNJ ¢ SY LI S & SNIJA O
(Thanksgiving Hymn, 3lichael Wise tranation, emphasis added)

If the Wise premise is correct, the above passage also indicates what one of the main differences b
G6SSy GKS tKFENAR&ASSE YR {I RRdzO6S®¢ ¢ & a&aKE dzh R & 025
none of the three Jewish religious sects are mentioned in the Dead Sea Scrolls by the names that we
know them todayc Pharisees, Sadducees, or Essenes. However, considering that the Scrolls twere wri

ten from about 2° centuryB.C.¢ 1% century A.D., we might expect to see the parties alludeddoe-

wherein the 600 norBiblical scrollg even if they are mentioned under diffent names.

The Pharisees show up again in Josephus in about 20 B.C. when they run afoul of King Agam,
they seem quite involved in courttrigues, receiving support from the wife of the brother of Herod:

GXF2NI GKSNB o6& | OSNIIFAYy &aSOG 2F YSy (KIFiG 6SNB WSsa
they had in the law of their fathergnd made men believe they were highly favored by God, by whom

this set of women were inveigled. These are those that are calledabeof the Phariseesvho were in a

capacity of greatly pposing kings. A cunning sect they were, and soon elevated itolagf open fighting

and doing mischief. Accordingly, when all the people of the Jews gave assurance of their good @ill to Ca

AFNE YR (2 GKS (1Ay3Qa 32 JS Nking dhoveSix thokisdridsdhd vihéNE  YSy RA
the king imposed a fineupot KSY X t KSNBN} 4aQa WOoNRGKSNI 2F | SNRPR6 @6ATFS
to requite which kidlness of hers, since they were believedn@avethe foreknowledge of things to come

by divine inspiration, they foretold how God had@NXB S R (i K I (i rneSt@iRdraased h@is

posterity should be deprived of it; but that the kingdom should come to her and Pheroras, and to their

children. These predictions were not concealed from Salome, but were told the king; as also how they

had perverted some psons about the palace itself. So the king slew such of the Pharisees as were pri

OALI ffe& I OO0dzanpRaXigadded))) > mMT dHdnI S

The figure of 6,000 in the text above is interesting. Some schodiev® it refers to the total number
of Pharisees in éstence at the time of Herod. Other scholars believe that it only refers to tiabeu
of Pharisees who were fined by the king.

There is one other interesting mention of the Pharisees as theehtury A.D. dawns. Josephus atr
duces a Pharisee nameddluc (or Zdok, or Zaddok) who was part of a revoltin 6 A.D.:
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Josephus thengoes@h2 NBFSNJ (2 GKS Y2@SYSyd &aidl NI SRso WdzR |
2LKeé¢ 2F GKS WSgaz yR 2yS GKFEG S@Syddz ff el
ly Pharisaic in nature:

GXF2N) WdzRIF & | YR { | RFhideSophicsdcamdd 3 atd$a&d algreatf raadyNdildvers.J
therein, filled our civil government with tumults at present, and laid the foundation of our futureries
by this system of philosophy, which we were beforedpazl A y 1§ SR A GKI f X¢ OW!' X My dmodMm

a ut of the fourth sect of Jewish philosophy, Judas the Galilean was the author. These men agree in all

other things with the Pharisaic notions; but they have an inviolable attachment to liberty; and say that

God is to be their only Ruler and Lord. They dismot value dying any kind of death, nor indeed do they

heed the deaths of theirrali A 2ya | YR FTNASYR&AZ y2NJ Oly |yé adzOK ¥FSI NJ
18.1.6)

Chronologically, we now move into New Testament times, which will be covered pags®e section in
some detail. However, it can be said that the Pharisees were a dominant group in the time of desus, b
ing key members of the ruling Sanhedrin (sharing power with the ®a#d), and operating throughout

all of Palestine.

Sincethett S 2F GKA&a aSOGAz2y Ay Of-amtScaderinfight nateaiNGRS pdirt NA 3 A y
GKFG ¢S adiatt KIFI@SyQid ARSyqdidhaySiRidedlyKspringSintoleiéiice t K NR &
during the reign of Hasmonean High Priest Jonathan@do@ney have an older pégree?

At this point, we can only offer speculation as to their predsoes and antecedents. One theory is that

the Pharisees were deendants of the Diaspora (c. 722 R332 B.C.) scribes. The scribes arose as the
interpreters of the law in the local synagogues after the destruction of the Temple by King Ndbucha
nezzar(c. 586 B.C.). As power shifted from the keepers of the Temple (the Levitcal priesthood) to the
GAYGSNILINBGSNE 27F GKS fivhlg éas drefitedittatSve day gele ecRogdabitthel 0 A G
discussions by Josephus of the Pharisees and Sadducees during the Hasmonean Dydestg bl

years later. And while the Temple was rebuilt in 515 B.C., many Jews remained in exile, scattered
around the Mediteraneanc and remained under the infence of the scribes in the synagogues. We get

an interesting description of the scribes by Jesus ben Sirach, in the Apocryphal Wisdom of Sirach, wri

ten around 200 B.C.:

The Activity of the Scribe

How different theone who devotes himself

to the study of the law of the Most High!

He seeks out the wisdom of all the ancients,
and is concerned with prophecies;

he preserves the sayings of the famous

and penetrates the subtleties of parables;

he seeks out the hitkn meanings of proverbs
and is at home with the obscurities of parables.
He serves among the great

and appears before rulers;

he travels in foreign lands

and learns what is good and evil in the human lot.
He sets his heart to rise early

to seek he Lord who made him,

10



and to petition the Most High;

he opens his mouth in prayer

and asks pardon for his sins.

If the great Lord is willing,

he will be filled with the spirit of understanding;

he will pour forth words of wisdom of his own

and givethanks to the Lord in prayer.

The Lord will direct his counsel and knowledge,

as he meditates on his mysteries.

He will show the wisdom of what he has learned,

FYR gAff FE2NB Ay GKS g 2F (GKS [2NRQa O020@8Sylyao
Many will praise his understanding;

it will never be blotted out.

His memory will not disappear,

and his name will live through all generations.

Nations will speak of his wisdom,

and the congregation will proclaim his praise.

If he lives long, he will leave a name greater than aifamd,
and if he goes to rest, it is enough for him.

(Sirach 38:34 39:11, NRSV)

10
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While this is an interesting description, it is hardly conclusive in identifying the Pharisiac movement e
clusively with the scribes. Mever, the New Testament does seém2 | 832 O0A 1 S GKS & ONX
2T GKS t1F ¢ Ay (GKS bLxedt (2R gfifes thieKBe neitionbidhtag@hery, soihed a2 Y S
connection is not without some merit for consideration.

Another theory for the antecedents of the Pharisees @& S Y& alGSNA2dza | F AARSI y3

LA 2dza ¢ 0 2 Y SyYiah®A Bdecalegst €he fefgrenmes to the Hasideans are quoted in full
below

“"hen there united with them [Mattathias and his sons] a company of Hasideans, mighty warriors of

Israel,all who offered themselves willingly for the lal#And all who became fugitives to escape their

troubles joined them and reinforced therfi':They organized an army, and struck down sinners in their a

ger and renegades in their wrath; the survivors fledte Geni A £ S&a F2NJ A FXNRSWe om al Od

This would seem to indicate that the Hasideans were-hkar¢ & YA 3~ ° ~
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seek peace from the Seleids. Alcimus was a high priest appeihty
the Seleicids:

““hen a group of scribes appeared in a body before Alcimus and

chides to ask for just term&’The Hasideans were first among the Israelit
to seek peace fromthenrF 2 NJ 1 KS& &+ ARZ a&! LIN
comewithKS | N¥e&sz | yR K S Agilus spokg pedceablt
g2NRa (2 GKSY IyR ag2NB GKAa 21

& 2dz 2 NJ & 2'8Bdihey NustSdyhiabdtée seized sixty of them ar
killed them in one day, in accordance with twerd that was writi Sy X £
Macc 7:1216, NRSV)

One reading of the above, of course, could indicate that the Hasideans were scribes. We can also asce
tain that it was important to the Hasideans to have someone from the Levitical priesthood as high
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priestd ¢tKAa aSOlA2y R2SayQi asSSy G2 NBFtEtSOG ¢Sttt 2
abandon the Macabees. However, there is one more reference to the Hasideans, in 2 Maccabees. The
speaker is the evil priesié@mus:

®% ¢ K2a$s 2 whoar Qlletdideians, whose leader is Judas Maccabeus, are keeping up war and
stirring up sedition, and will not let the kingdordal Ay G NI ylj dzZA € A G & X € 6H al OO0 wmnYc

In this passage, the Hasideans are viewed as the fomenters of the revolt, who Faitbfldw Judas
Maccabeus! So, warriors, seditists, or pacifistg take your pick from the references to the Hasideans

in 1 and 2 Maccabees. So, is there anough information here to definitely associate the Hasideans
with the Phaisees (or even wiit the scribes, who are associated somewhat with the Pharisees in the
New Testament)? The answer is4mne could equally speculate that the Hasideans are the presiece
sors of the Essenes! However, it is at least an interesting (and somewhat romaeig). th

After the fall of Jerusalem and destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D., the Pharisees became the dominant
from of Judaism, leading to the ralisal movement that is still the center of Judaism today.

Beliefs and attributes

In this section, we will @mine what the beliefs and charactgiics of the Pharisees were, based on our
two primary first century sourceg Josephus and the New Testament. Starting with Josephus, we
should first mention that Josephus identifies himself as a Pharisee (althoudbaduisptions of the Pdr
risees are not always especially syatipetic!):

GX6KSY L o6l & +Foz2dzi aAEGSSY @SINA 2fRXZ L KFER F YAYR
These sects are three: The first is that of the Pharisees, the second thithe Sadducees, and the third

that of the Essenes, as we have frequently told you; for | thotigdit by this means | might, choose the
best, if | were once acquaintealith them all; so | contented myself with hard fare, and underwent great
difficultiesand went through them all. Nor did | content myself with these trials only; but when Iwas i
formed that one, whose name was Banus, lived in the desert, and used no other clothing than grew upon
trees, and had no other food than what grew of its own ac¢andd bathed himself in cold waterefr
quently, both by night and by day, in order to preserve his chastity, | imitated him in those things, and
continued with him three years. So when | had accomplished my dekiretsirned back to the city, b-

ing now nneteen years old, and began to conduct myself according to the rules of the sect of theiPhar
sees, which is of kin to the sect of the Stoics, as the Greeks call thémhe Life of Flavius Josephus
Chapter 2, emphasis added)

The portrait that Josephusaints of the Pharisees beliefs and chasgistics is generally sympathetic
(certainly more so than some of the statements he makes about them in an historical context!). The
GroftS o0St2g fAata W2aSLKMzAQ JA Beesibutavg may Kubmarizet A ST a
here first:

1 The Pharisees believed in a mixture of predestination and free will (in contradistinction to the
Essenes, who were strict balars in predestination)

1 The Pharisees had great popularity with the masses

1 They believed inite importance of oral tradition, indglition to the written Law of Moses

1 The believed in an afterlife in which the virtuous are rewarded and the evil are punished. With a
few exceptions (Daniel 12, for example), this doctrine is not present in the OlanTest
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Josephus

Reference

Description

JA 13.5.9

aXiKSe are GKIFG az2ys
work of fate, and some of them are in our own
power, and that they are liable to fate, but are n
OF dzaSR o6& Tl GSod¢

JA 13.10.5

G¢KSaS KI @S ertiENBlitude,
that when they say aything against the king or
against the high priest, they are presentlg-b

f ASOSRDE

JA 13.10.6

GXFENBE y2a L heSyda %

JA 13.10.6

GXKF@S RSt AGSNBR G2 bl
servances by sucssion from their fathers, which
arenotwrtd Sy Ay GKS g 217

JA17.2.2

GX6K2 6SNB Ay I OF LI O
1Ay3ad ! OdzyyiAy3d asSoi

JA18.1.3

GaXiKSe tA@S YStytexzil
S X¢

GXFyR (KSe T2ffd#@ yXKES
G¢eKSe rfaz LIe& I NBaL
G X ¢ KSy etéridi§edhatRll things are done
by fate, they do not take away the dom from
men of acting as they think fit; since theiotion
is, that it hath pleased God to make a temaer
ment, whereby what he wills is done, but so that
the will of men can act virtuously ofA 2 dza f
G¢eKSe Ffaz2 o0StASGSraliK
vigor in them, and that under the earth there wil
be rewards or punishments, aceling as they
have lived virtously or ¥ciously in this life; and
the latter are to be detained in an everlasting
prison, but that the former shall have power to
NEGAGS YR tA@GS 3L AY
G X3GKS ORA UG A Bestatiins © $enHoNS
account of their entire virtuous conduct, both in
the actions of their lives and their discoursés a
az2oe¢

JW 1.5.2

G¢KSasS NB I OSNIIFAY
more religious than others, and seem taedrpret
0KS tlFga Y2NB | OO0dzNI i

Jw 2.8.14

G¢KSaS | a ONR o Sdehce]fandiic?
God and yet allow, that to act what is right, or th
contrary, is principally in the power of men; a
iK2daAK FILGS R2Sa 022U
G¢KSe alre GKIFG Fttf az
the souls of good men are only removed intdnot
er bodies;t but that the souls of bad men are
subjectto eternalpy A A KYSy (i ¢
GXU0KS t KIFNRAESSE ndthbkBand?
are for the exercise of concord anegard for the
pubf A O ¢
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New Testament

In the New Testament, the Pharisees are typically depictecpas
ponents of Jesus. Jesus clashes with them on a number of4
tant Javish doctrines, including Mosaic hygienic law, the Sabb43
and the relationship of religion and the state. The Pharisees
generally skeptical about Jesus being thessmeh (believingfor

example, that his power to exorcise demons comes from Bee
bub), and flatly reject any claim that Jesus could be the So
God. The Pharisees are part of the plot to kill Jesus, andcarg
tively involved in his capture. Jesus and John the Bapsist
some especially severe language @scribe the Phad SSa& o6 aGe&2dz oNRP2R 2F @ALISNAE

All that being said, the portrait is not uniformly ratiye. At one point in Luke, the Pharisees warn Jesus

that Herod wants to kill him. A prominent Pharisee on §ahedrin, Nicodemus, is a follower of Jesus.

In Acts, the apostles are released from prison by therimgtion of the Pharisee Gamaliel, under whom

Paul studied. Acts 15 records that there were Pharisees among the early Christian Church. And, of
course, Paul announces on several occasions with some pride that he was trained aseePhar

The Pharisees areog SOG SR oA GK GKS AONAOGSAE o6aiGSIHOKSNER 2F 0
They are also emected several times with their assumed tiyjathe Sadducees, and the unidentified

Herodans.

In terms of doctrine, we are told in the New Testament that the Pharisees believe in theect®n of
the dead, in angels, and in spirgsll doctrines of the early Clstians.

Reference Description

Matt 3:7-10 W2 Ky GKS . I LYoulhbiodd oOHI$ K.H

Matt 5:20 GXdzyt Saa @2dzNJ NAIKGS?2
t K NARaSSaxé

Matt 9:11-13; Pharisees question why Jesus eats with a téx c

Mark 2:1522; Luke| lector

5:29-34

Matt 9:34 G L G the princ@ &f demons that he drives out
RSY2yade¢

Matt 12:1-14; vdzSadA2ya I o2 &ilthdPharigees

Mark 2:2328; Luke| 6 Sy G 2dzi +FyR LX 2G0SR

6:1-11 (Math 12:14)

Matt 12:24 LG A& 2yfte oeé . SShsl S
GKFd GKAa FTStft2¢ RNAO

Matt 12:38; Mark |a XgS ¢l yia G2 &aSS I YA

8:11-15 (Matt)

Matt 15:1-14; Questions on hand washing

Mark 7:215

Matt 16:1-12 Warnings against theeaching of the Pharisees
and Sadducees

Math19:1-9;Mark |aLa AdG tF gFdzAk F2NI I Y

10:29

Matt 21:4546 G2 KSy (GKS OKAST LINRASa
WSadzaQ LI NrofSazx GKSe
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Reference

Description

GKSYX¢

Matt 22:1522;
Mark 12:1317

Pharisees and Herodiaggis it right topay taxes
G2 /1 S&FN 2N y2iKé

Matt 22:34-46

Pharisees unsuccessfully question Jescend
from that day on no one dared to ask him any
morequesi A 2 Yy &4 d ¢

Matt 23

G22S G2 @&2dzz G§SIFOKSNa
82dz KBLI2ONRGSaHE

Matt 27:6266

a X KS i6sksarfil he RPhdldsees went to P
f1GS¢

Mark 3:16 Healing on the SabbathdThen the Pharisees
went out and began to plot with the Herodians
K2g (GKSe YAIKG (1Aff W
Luke 5:1726 & K2 Oly FT2NHAQOS aiya
Luke 7:2930 G XiKS t KIeXierss $h$ha law rgjdeted
D2RQa LJzN1J2aS F2NJ GKS
y2i 06SSy ol LJWiAT SR o8&
Luke 7:3650 Simon the Pharisee
Luke 11:3%53 Woe to Pharisees and teachers of the law
Luke 12:1 G.S 2y @&2dzNJ Idzr NR | FI
seSa> gKAOK Aa K&L]R2ONX;
Luke 13:31 t KFNAASSa |l SINRR WS § ded
Luke 14:16 GhyS {lFooliKZ #KSy WS
house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being
OF NBEFdzE t &8 ol GOKSRXE
Luke 15:12 G¢KAA YIYy St O02Y3dKai
Luke 16:1415 G¢KS t KFNAaAaSSas gK2 f
Luke 17:221 G¥KSY (GKS {Ay3IR2Y 27F
Luke 18:914 GQD2RX L GKIy]l &2dz (K
Luke 19:3940 G¢SFOKSNE NXodzZl S @ 2 dzNJ
John 1:24 Pharisees questinJohn the Baptist
John 3:121 Gb2g GKSNB ¢gla I+ YIy
Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling mou
OAf X¢
John 4:12 G¢KS tKFNxAasSSa KSIFNR
OFLIWATAY3 Y2ZNB RA&OALI
John 7:32 @ léen the chief priets and the Pharisees sent
temLJt S 3Idzr NRa (2 | NNBA{
John 7:4552 Nicodemus defends Jesus to the chief priests a
Pharisees
John 8:111 GThe teachers of the law and the Pharisees
ONRdzZIKG Ay | g2YlLy Ol
John 8:1229 G2 KSNBE K& SadXdzNI T
John 9:1334 oNow the day on which Jesus had made the mu
FyR 2L8YSR GKS YIHyQa
John 9:441 G2 KFEGK ' NS ¢S of AyR
John 11:45%7 G¢KSYy (GKS OKAST LINASa
YSSGAy3 2F GKS {FyKSR
John 12:19 G290 K2g GKS gK2fS g2N
John 12:4243 oBut because of the Pharisees they would not
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Reference Description

confess their faith for fear they would be put out
2F GKS aeyl 323dzSdé

John 18:3 {2 WdzRI & OIYS {2 hKS

ment of soldiers and somefficials from the chief
LINASada FyR t KFENAASSa

Acts 5:3340 G.dzi F tKFNAR&aSS yI YSR

law, who was honored by all the people, stood U
in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be p

oud ARS FT2NJ I fAGGES 6K
Acts 15:5 Phariee believers in the early church
Acts 22:3 ' yYRSNI DFYFEASE L 61 &
flg 2F 2dzNJ FI G KSNEK ¢
Acts 23:69 Pharisees defend Paul in the Sanhedrin; Pharis
believe in resurrection, angels and spirits
Acts 26:5 G¢KSe KI @S {loigtimganycdn T

testify, if they are willing, that according to the

AOGNRAOGSAald aSOG 27F 2 dzNJ
Phil 3:36 GX2F GKS GNROS 27T eorefsf
Ay NBIINR (2 (GKS fl g3

The Apocrypha

As already noted® S | L2 ONRB LK R2SayQi YSyiliAzy GKS t&lF NA&aSsS
sideans described in 1 Matiees, but the association is unsure.

That being said, are there any writings in the Apocrypha that could be described as Pharisaic? Several
apocryphal books show a keen interest in angels and demons, such as Tobit, 2 Edras, and 1lEnoch (a
though the Essenes also believed in angels and demons). Several apocryphal books express a belief in

an afterlife, and resurrection of the dead, including WisdoihSolomon, 2 Ma@bees, 2 Esdras and 1

9y 20K® | 26 SOSNE ¢S OF yQi Bsa@udyOamsiid Ay RSAONAGS |y

Sadducees

There are no known extant wimgsby the Sadducees. Thus, a
information that we have about them is written by sonmen

who was not a SadducegJosephus, the New fament, early

rabbinical works (and, possibly, the Dead Sea Scrolls).

Origins/History

¢KS FTANRG YSyldAizy OKNRy2f 2ad.
R21éK0O Aa me@/ishwgtiéuﬁi&m‘lﬁaﬂeétheway@said to ® ‘ - =

KIS 0SSy Ay SEAaGSYyOS +ta 2yS 2F (KS GKNBS aasSoida
Priest Jonathan (16043 B.C.):

Gl YR F2NJ GKS {F RRdzOSSas (KSe GF18 lsle FLGST FyR &l é
affairsare not at its disposal; but they suppose that all our actions are in our own power, so that we are
owrda St Sa GKS OFdzaS 2F 6KIFdG Aa 3I22RI FyR NBOSAGS 4KI

The next time the Sadducees are mentioned chronologigallpsephus is in the previously mentioned
incident between the Pharisees and John Hyrcanus. After the intemperate Pharisee Eleazar insults Hy
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canus, a Sadducee encourages the King to think that the insult is representative of the feelings of the
Pharsees as a whole:

Gb2g GKSNB o6& 2yS W2yl GKFyX | @SNEB 3INBIG FNASYR 27
notions are quite contrary to those of the Pharisees. He told Hyrcanus that Eleazar had cast such a r
proach upon him, according to the mmnon sentiments of allthe RNA & SSa X¢é¢ OoW! = Mo ®mnadc 0

It is at the instigation of Jonathan the Sadducee that John Hyrcanus leaves the Pharisees:

aLG o1 a A& W2yl GKIFIY 6K2 OKASTf& ANNAGIGSR- KAYZ FYyR
t RasSSaxe OW!'Z mModmn dc O

¢tKS { I RRdzOSS& R2y Qi &aK2g dzLJ | 3| Ay *denfurylAyD. Holw& (G 2 NA O

er, some scholars believe that the Civil War under Alexander Jannb@®gq B.C.) was in fact oneb

tween the Sadducaes and the Pharisees, which resulted in the Sadduceawylpolitical power upon the

death of Alexander. However, this can only be considered speculation at this point.

Josephus includes a long discussion of High Priest Ananus who puts James thedbri#tkas to death.

The passage also notes that the priesthood was 1) bestowed by the Romans at this time in history and 2)
was a family affair (as discussed in the New Testament). Ananydistly identified as a Sadducee

does this mean that we shild presume that the rest of his family is alsal@acean?

G!'YyR y2¢ [/ FSAFINE dzLl2y KSFNAyYy3I (GKS RSHFGK 2F CSaddzaz a
deprived Joseph of the high priesthood, and bestowed the succession to that dignity eonhe Am-

nus, who was also himself called Ananus. Now the report goes, that this elder Ananus proved a-most fo
tunate man; for he had five sons, who had all performed the office of a high priest to God, and he had
himself enjoyed that dignity a long timfermerly, which had never happened to any other of our high
priests:but this younger Ananus, who, as we have told you already, took the high priesthood, was a bold
man in his temper, and very insolefte was also of the sect of the Sadduceeso are vey rigid in judy-

ing offenders, above all the rest of the Jews, as we have already observed; when, therefore, Ananus was
of this disposition, he thought he had now a proper opportunity [to exercise his authority]. Festus was
now dead, and Albinus was but aip the road; sche assembled the sanhedrin of judges, and brought
before them the brother of Jesus, who was called Christ, whose name was James, and some others, [or,
some of his compnions]; and when he had formed an accusation against them as breaketseiaw,

he delivered them to be stoned € A 2059W, emphasis added)

There is even less hard evidence about the origins of the Sadducees than there is about the Pharisees
and Essenes. Many commentaries and dictionaries connect the Sadducees wighitizallpriesthood

that descended from the first chief priest 06fS2 Y2 y Qa -%ISRaJ SOKSy OS adaz2ya 27
certainly, it appears in Josephus and in the New Testament, that there was sometligeb the chief

priests of the Temple and thea@ducees, but one cannot really go any further. It would be a mistake to
assume that all chief priests were Sadducees, or that all Sadducees were priests.

Some scholars view that the Qumran (Dead Sea Scrolls) sectarians were a breakaway group-of Sadd

cees. The worcdadduceds a deriative of zadokite and the one label that the scrolls seem to apply to

GKS aSO0GFNRIFIYya Aa aaz2y a-agShddisteRis repregentedth&Shy P 6 2 T &
Lawrence H. Schiffman:
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aL 0SSt AS @ Sfored &hed Sgboilip of $adducean priests left the Temple service in the afte
math of the Hasmonean takeover of the Temple soon after the Maccabean revolt, probably by about 152
. @/ d\Newléight odthe Pharisedsawrence Schiffman, Bible®A S ¢ Z92Wdzy' S Q

As mentioned previously, Michael Wise in his bddle First Messiabelieves that the author of the
Thanksgiving Hymnsas the mysté® dza G ¢ S OKSNJ 2F wAIKGS2dzaySaaé o
was a member of the ruling Sadducean party underrigign of Alexander Jannaeus, who was thrown

out of power after the Phast $a4 | 84 dzYSR LR 6SNJ dzy RSNJ | f SEI yRSNR&a 6
the Dead Sea scrolls could be Sadducean writings.

One possible argument against the sectarias$adduceesiew is that some of the beliefs found in the
Dead Sea Scrolls seem to be against what we know of as Sadducean beliefs (the Scrolls show a strong
belief in predestiation, a high opinion of the writings of the prophets, etc.)

Beliefs and attributes

Josephis
W2 3SLKdza asSSya (2 YSyiliizy (&S pr{mbrIR/mdz@lEBaﬁlstlﬁbtlblﬁf AST
0KS tKFNARASSa® 4G GKS SyR 2F GKS RI&X W2aSLKdz ﬁ

tell us here;:

T ¢KS@ 6SNB 2y @ éf 8ie eétembliprBdestimation \&s. fréeAvill debate (early Bap

ists?)
f ¢KSe& GNHAGSR 2yfé Ay (GKS ONARAGGSY 62NRKSRBREKS &
1 They believed that souls die with the bodythere is no afterlife, and no resurrectioof the

dead
1 Their appeal was primarily to the rich, or to the aristocracy. They were not popular with the
masses.
Reference Description
JA13.5.9 a!'yR F2N GKS { I RRdzOSS

say there is no such thing, and that the events ¢
human affairs are not at its disposal; but they
suppose that all our actions are in our owrvyer,
so that we are ourselves the cause of what is
good, and receive what is evil from our ownffa
JA 13.10.6 f aXsS IINB (G2 SadasSSy |
obligatory which are in the written word, but
are not to observe what are derived from th
tradition of our forehi K S NB& X £
f aXGKS { I RRdz0OSSa | NB
but the rich, and have not the populacé-o
aSldAa2dza (2 GKSYXE
GXCKIFG a2dz 2RREE XEA
GXYy2N R2 (KS& NBIIW3F
thing besides what the law enjoins them; fol
they think it an instance of virtue to dispute
with those teachers of plosophy whom they
frequent; but this doctrine is received but by

JA18.1.4

= =
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Reference Description
a few, yet by thoset#l of the greatest digh
ty; but they are able to do almost nothing of
themselves; for when they become niag
strates, as they are unwillingly and by force
sometimes obliged to be, they addict time
selves to the notions of the Phariseeg-b
cause the multitué would not otherwise
0SI NJ §KSYd¢
JA20.9.1 G{lF RRdzOSS&asx ¢K2 | NB dOD
ers, above all the rest of the Jews, as we have
aNBl Re 203aSNBSRXE
JW 2.8.14 f d.dzi GKS { I RRdzO S$elyX i
and suppose that God is notmoerned inour
doing or not doing what is evil; and they say
that to act what is good, or what is evil, is at
YSyQa 2y OK2AOSIT |y
other belongs so to every one, that they may
FOd Fa GKS& LX StkaSog
T a¢KSe Fftaz2 GF1S | gt 8
tal duration of the soul, and the purtimments
YR NBgFNRa& Ay 1| RS2
T &.dzi GKS 0SKI @A 2N 27
wards another is in some degree wild; and
their conversation with those that are of the
own party is as barbarous as if they were
strangers to therd €

New Testament

The Sadducees are mentioned by name only 14 times in the Nstanent, and not once in the Gospel

2F W2KYy® alye O02YYSydalrid2NBR Ffaz2z O2yySOG ff NBT
Sadducees. The New Testamentrefeenci Kl & f Ayl a GKS GKAIK LINRSAG |y
ducees is Acts 5:17:

G¢KSY (GKS KAIK LINASad FyR ff KA& FaazOAlaSasz oKz S|
GAGK 2SI f2da8 dDPE

In this study, we will look at the New Te¥t& y i NBFSNBy OSa G2 a{l RR&OSSa¢
ly.

Taking the 14 New Testament references to the Sadducees on their own, we might say the following
about them:

1 In Matthew, the Pharisees and Sadducees are often mentioned in the same context

1 They believe there is no resurrection, and appear to have attempted to trick or ridicule Jesus
with a complex questionegarding brothers and widows at the resurrection

¢tKSe@ R2 y20 0StAS@OS Ay aly3aSta y2NJ aLIANRGaAE
Jesus warns against their teachings

The Saddcees appear to have been enemies of the early charelspecially Peter, John and
Paul

=A =4 =
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Reference Description

Matt 3:7-10 W2 Ky G(KS . I LYoubiodd oO:J$ X

Matt 16:1-12 Warnings against theeaching of the Pharisees
and Sadducees

Matt 22:23-33; GXGKS {FRRdzOSSas 4K

Mark 12:1827; GA2Yy XE

Luke 20:2738

Acts 4:122 G¢KS LINKRSada FyR GKS

and the Sadducees came up to Peter and John
GKATS (GKS&@ 6SNB aLlsSlH |
Acts 5:1740 & ¢ KtBeyhigh priest and all his associates, who
were members of the party of the Sadducees,
gSNE FA{ESR gAlGK 2SI f§
Acts 23:69 G¢KS { I RRdzOSSa ale GK
FYR GKFd GKSNB ' NB yS

If we include the referef8d (12 GKS GOKAST LINARSaGasgd Ay G(GK& bSs
ducean policy as a whole, a much darker portrait emerges. In summary:

1
1

=a =

Jesus knows in advance that he will suffer death at the hands of the chief priests

The high priest Caiaphagas one of the chief instigators in the plot to kill Jesus. The chief
priests also wished to kill Lazarus.

They paid Judas Iscariot 30 pieces of silver to betray Jesus, and also sent the Temple guards to
capture Jesus (the Gospel of John intimates that chief priests were themselves present at
the capture)

They looked for false evidence upon which to convict Jesus in the Sanhedrin,

and were among those that voted to pugsilis to death

Paul the Pharisee persecuted the early Christians under the atythafr the

chief priests

They appear to have been loyal to Rome

They plotted to kill Paul

Reference Description
Matt 16:21; Mark |6 CNRY GKIF G GAYS 2y WS
8:31 disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffg

many things at the hads of the elders, chief
LINAS&ada FyR S OKSNA
Matt 20:18;Mark | G2 S ' NB 3I2Ay3 dzLJ G2 W
10:3334; Luke Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and the

9:22 teachers of the law. They will condemn him to
RS G KatE 0a

Matt 21:15 G.dzi 6KSYy GKS OKAST L
GKS ¢ alg GKS 62yRS
GSNBE AYRAIYIl yiodé

Matt 21:2346; G.8 GKIFG I dzZdK2NRG& F NJ

Mark 11:2733;

Luke 20:18

Matt 26:3-4 G¢KSYy (KS qiKkhe 8ders bithk S a

people assembled in the palace of the high prie
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