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LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ .ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦ  !ƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
churches have quality, Biblically-based adult-focused programs.  Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to 
downplay adult educatƛƻƴΣ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ όƴƻǘ ŀ ōŀŘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎŜƭŦύΣ ƻǊ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ άǳƴŎƘǳǊŎƘŜŘέΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙƛǎǘory and theology are often purposely ignored. 
 
Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the Bible and the basic tenets and history of the 
Faith.  Among the reasons: 
 

¶ Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the church ς adult Sunday School classes/Bible 
studies may be their first serious introduction to what Christianity is all about 

¶ Christianity (and especially Evangelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular 
culture (movies, music, etc.).   We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith against at-
ǘŀŎƪ όƻǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ άǊŜŀŘȅ ŘefenǎŜέ ŀǎ tŜǘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎ ƛƴ м tŜǘŜǊ оΥмрύ 

¶ Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history 
of their Faith 

 
To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and those just starting out in the 
ά{ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘέύΣ LΩǾŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church.  The topics represented in these courses are 
inteƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŀƛǘƘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŀǇƻƭo-
getics. 
 
While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High School and Col-
lege projects, especially the courses focused primarily on historical aspects.   
 
One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I come from a Reformed 
Church background), but I hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughout the various courses. 
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Introduction 
Flavius Josephus (c. 37 ς 95 A.D.), in his massive 1st century A.D. works Jewish 
Antiquities and Jewish Wars describes that there were three Jewish religious 
άǇŀǊǘƛŜǎέ ƻǊ άǎŜŎǘǎέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ IŀǎƳƻƴŜŀƴ 5ȅƴŀǎǘȅ ǘƻ 
the destruction of the Temple by the Romans in 70 A.D.: 
 
άCƻǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘƛŎŀƭ ǎŜŎǘǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
of which are the Pharisees; of the second, the Sadducees; and the third sect, 
which pretends to a severer discipline, are called EsǎŜƴŜǎΦέ  όJewish Wars, Book 2, 
Chapter 8, William Whiston, Translator) 
 

Two of those groups feature prominently in the New Testament ς the Phari-
ǎŜŜǎ όάǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛǎǘǎέύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŀŘŘuŎŜŜǎ όάǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ½ŀŘƻƪέ ƻǊ άǘƻ ōŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎέύΦ  bƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǊŜ 
mentioned in the Old Testament or the Apocrypha.  The Essenes may have been the sect associated 
with the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
 
While we have a great deal of information about the three sects from various ancient sources, we have 
almost no reliable information as to the lineage of any of the three groups.  Commentaries often state 
that the Pharisees are descendents of the scribes who arose in the synagogues during the Diaspora; 
other times they are associated with a mysterious sect mentioned a few times in 1st and 2nd Maccabees 
called the Hasideans.  The Sadducees are typically associated with the priesthood in Jerusalem, but their 
ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƳǳǊƪƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ όŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ !ŀǊƻƴΚ  ά{ƻƴǎ ƻŦ ½ŀŘƻƪΚέ  !ǎǎo-
ciated with the Hasmoneans?)  And the origins of the Essenes are hotly contested ς are they descen-
dents of the Hasideans?  Formed during the Hasmonean dynasty in protest against non-Levites assuming 
the priesthood?  Considering that all three are household names 2000 years later, we have remarkably 
little solid knowledge of where they came from.  The terms seem to spring into existence in several 1st 
century A.D. sources, with no obvious pedigree. 
 
As far as the theology and characteristics of the three sects, though, we have more information.  Jose-
phus describes the Essenes with loving detail, the Pharisees slightly less so, and the Sadducees the least.  
We can glean much about the Pharisees and Sadducees from the New Testament, although the informa-
tion is generally presented in a negative light, as they often (not always) opposed the ministry of Jesus.  
tƘƛƭƻ ƻŦ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ 9ǎǎŜƴŜǎ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ όōǳǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ƻǊ {ŀd-
ducees at all). 
 
The purpose of this study is to attempt to present a survey of knowledge regarding these three sects 
from these sources: 
 

¶ Josephus (Jewish Antiquities ς JA; Jewish Wars ς JW) 

¶ Philo of Alexandria 

¶ Pliny the Elder 

¶ The New Testament 

¶ The Apocrypha 

¶ The Dead Sea Scrolls 
 
The last two sources will require a bit of interpretation, as none of the three sects are mentioned by 
name in either. 
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Part One of this study will cover the Pharisees and Sadducees.  Part Two will cover the Essenes. 

Quiz on the Pharisees and Sadducees 

1. T/F  The Pharisees and Sadducees are mentioned by name in the Dead Sea Scrolls 
2. T/F  The Pharisees and Sadducees are mentioned by name in the Apocrypha 
3. T/F  The Pharisees and Sadducees are mentioned by name in the Old Testament 
4. T/F  The New Testament links the Sadducees with the chief priests of the Temple 
5. T/F  The Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection, angels, or spirits 
6. T/F  Paul (Saul of Tarsus) was a Sadducee by training 
7. T/F  Paul (Saul of Tarsus) persecuted the early Christian Church by authority of the chief priests 
8. T/F  There is no record of any Pharisees following Jesus 
9. T/F  The earliest historical mention of the Sadducees is in the times of Ezra the prophet 
10. ¢κC  hƴŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ά{ŀŘŘǳŎŜŜέ ƛǎ άǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ½aŘƻƪέ 
11. Name three Pharisees mentioned in 1st century A.D. sources 
12. Name a Sadducee mentioned in 1st century A.D. sources 

Pharisees 

Origins/History 

The Pharisees are mentioned by name in the New Testament and by Jose-
phus (they are also mentioned in later rabbinical works).  The name is not 
mentioned in the Old Testament, the Dead Sea Scrolls or the Apocrypha.  The 
earliest chronological reference to the Pharisees is by Josephus.  He men-
tions the Pharisees as having existed during the reign of Hasmonean High 
Priest Jonathan (160-143 B.C.)  The description is brief: 
 
άbƻǿ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀŎǘƛons, but not all, are the work of 
fate, and some of them are in our own power, and that they are liable to fate, 
ōǳǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ŦŀǘŜΦέ  όJewish Antiquities, 13.172)    
 

The next reference chronologically in Josephus is an ambiguous discussion of the relationship between 
the Pharisees and Hasmonean leader John Hyrcanus (134-104 B.C.).  The passage begins with the follow-
ing paragraph, which would tend to indicate that Hyrcanus and the Pharisees were at odds: 
 
άIƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƻǳǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎ moved the Jews to envy Hyrcanus; but they that were the worst 
disposed to him were the Pharisees, who are one of the sects of the Jews, as we have informed you al-
ready. These have so great a power over the multitude, that when they say anything against the king or 
against the high priest, they are presently beƭƛŜǾŜŘΦέ  όW!Σ моΦмлΦрύ 

 
Josephus then turns right around and indicates that John Hyrcanus was a disciple of the Pharisees! 
 
άbƻǿ IȅǊŎŀƴǳǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ōȅ them.  And when he once invited them to 
a feast, and entertained them very kindly, when he saw them in a good humor, he began to say to them, 
that they knew he was desirous to be a righteous man, and to do all things whereby he might please God, 
which was the professioƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ŀƭǎƻΦέ 
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Leaders of the Maccabean Revolt/

Hasmonean Dynasty

Judas Maccabeus

Rebel Leader

165-160 B.C.

Jonathan

Rebel Leader

High Priest

160-143 B.C.

Aristobulus/Hyrcanus II

67-40 B.C.

Alexander Jannaeus

King/High Priest

103-76 B.C.

Salome Alexandra

Queen (wife of Alexander)

76-67 B.C.

John Hyrcanus

Army Commander

High Priest

134-104 B.C.

Judas

Army Commander

d. 134 B.C.

Simon

Rebel Leader

High Priest

142-135 B.C.

John

Eldest Son

Rebel Leader

Eleazar

Rebel Leader

d. c. 162 B.C.

Mattathias

Priest

Rebel Leader

167-165 B.C.

 
 
Regardless of the exact situation, Josephus goes on to recount that at the aforementioned feast, a man 
ƻŦ άƛƭƭ-ǘŜƳǇŜǊέ ƴŀƳŜŘ 9ƭŜŀȊŀǊ ǎƘƻƻǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǳǘƘ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ IȅǊŎŀƴǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀŎȅ ƻŦ Ƙƛs high 
ǇǊƛŜǎǘƘƻƻŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƭŘ ƳŜƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŎŀǇǘƛǾŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜƛƎƴ ƻŦ !ƴǘƛƻŎƘǳǎ 9ǇƛǇƘŀƴŜǎΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŘƛǎŀǾƻǿ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ Ŏƻn-
nection to the opinion of Eleazar.  However, egged on by a Sadducean friend named Jonathan, Hyrcanus 
eventually removes his allegiance from the Pharisees. 
 
The Pharisees next show up in Josephus during the reigns of King Alexander Jannaeus (103-76 B.C.), and 
his wife Queen Salome Alexandra (76 - 67 B.C.).  Alexander was perhaps the most hated leader the Has-
moneans ever produced.  Josephus describes a protracted Civil War, which culminates in Alexander slay-
ing 50,000 of his opponents: 
 
άCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƴŎŜ ƘŜ ŦƭŜŘ ǘƻ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΣ ǿƘŜǊŜΣ ōŜǎƛŘŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƭƭ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ the nation insulted him, and he 
fought against them for six years, and slew no fewer than fifty thousand of them; and when he desired 
that they would desist from their ill will to him, they hated him so much the more, on account of what 
had already happened; and when he had asked them what he ought to do, they all cried out, that he 
ƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦέ  όW!Σ моΦмоΦрύ 
 

hƴ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘōŜŘΣ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ ǘŜƭƭǎ Ƙƛǎ vǳŜŜƴ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ǎƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ άǇǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŀu-
thority into the hands of the Pharisees; for that they would commend her for the honor she had done 
ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΧέ όW! моΦмрΦрύΦ   Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Řialogue, Alexander recounts 
why she should make this move, and indicates that the Pharisees were indeed opponents of his: 
 
άΧŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ώǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎϐ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ƴǳƭǘitude when they speak any severe 
thing against others, though it be only out of envy at them. And he said, that it was by their means that 
he had incurred the displeasure of the nationΣ ǿƘƻƳ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘΦέ όW!Σ моΦмрΦрΣ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ŀŘd-
ed) 
 

We now begin to see that the Pharisees were not just a religious sect, but also had strong political lean-
ings.  Alexandra does indeed enlist the aid of the Pharisees, and they take full advantage of their return 
to power: 
 
άΧǎƘŜΧǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΤ ǘƻ ǿƘƻƳ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻb-
edient. She also restored again those practices which the Pharisees had introduced, according to the tra-
ditions of their forefathers, and which her father-in-law, Hyrcanus, had abrogated.   So she had indeed the 
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name of the Regent; but the Pharisees had the authority; for it was they who restored such as had been 
banished, and set such as were prisoners at liberty, and, to say all at once, they differed in nothing from 
[ƻǊŘǎΦέ 
 
ά.ǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ŀǊǘŦǳƭƭȅ ƛƴǎƛƴǳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǾƻǊ ōȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜm-
selves the real administrators of the public affairs; they banished and reduced whom they pleased; they 
bound and loosed [men] at their pleasure; and, to say all at once, they had the enjoyment of the royal au-
ǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƛǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊŀΦέ όW²Σ мΦрΦнύ 
 

One of the incidents described by Josephus during the previously mentioned Civil War under Alexander 
Jannaeus was when he crucified 800 of his opponents, and murdered their wives and children: 
 
άΧǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ōŜŀǘŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƭŀƛƴ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ōŀǘǘƭŜǎ 
which they had, and when he had shut up the most powerful of them in the city Bethome, he besieged 
them therein; and when he had taken the city, and gotten the men into his power, he brought them to Je-
rusalem, and did one of the most barbarous actions in the world to them; for as he was feasting with his 
concubines, in the sight of all the city, he ordered about eight hundred of them to be crucified; and while 
ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΣ ƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻŀǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ Ŏǳǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȅŜǎΦέ όW!Σ 
13.14.2) 
 

Scholars have long postulated that the 800 crucified were Pharisees, because the Pharisees retaliate un-
ŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƛƎƴ ƻŦ {ŀƭƻƳŜ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊŀΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛnkage: 
 
άΧŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ŀǘ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tƘŀrisees; for they disturbed the queen, and de-
sired that she would kill those who persuaded Alexander to slay the eight hundred men; after which they 
Ŏǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻŀǘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ 5ƛƻƎŜƴŜǎΥ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭΣ ƻƴŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΧέ 
(JA, 13.16.2) 

 
Interestingly enough, the Dead Sea Scrolls may provide the missing link in this equation.  Geza Vermes in 
Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ά¢ƘŜ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 5ŜŀŘ {Ŝŀ {ŎǊƻƭƭǎ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘέ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Commentary on 
Nahum links the Pharisees to the 800 crucified men: 
 
άLƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǊƛƻǳǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƭƛƻƴ ώǿƘƻ ǎŜŜƪǎ Ǌevenge] on those who seek smooth things 
ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴƎ ƳŜƴ ŀƭƛǾŜΧέ 

 
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ±ŜǊƳŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƭƛƻƴ ƛǎ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ WŀƴƴŀŜǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ άǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎέ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
Pharisees.  Vermes also beƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻŘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƻƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ƛǎ ά9ǇƘǊŀƛƳέΦ  
¢ƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ōŜƭƻǿ ƭƛƴƪǎ ά9ǇƘǊŀƛƳέ ǿƛǘƘ άǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎέΥ 
 
άLƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ 9ǇƘǊŀƛƳΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŘŀȅǎΣ ǿho walk in 
ƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƭǎŜƘƻƻŘΦέ   
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ ά¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƻŦ wƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎέ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
scrolls might have been a member of the ruling party under Alexander (the Sadducees?), and was dis-
placed when Salome Alexandra brought the Pharisees (back) into power.  The invective against the (pre-
sumed) Pharisees continues: 
 
άΧǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
sword of the nations shall never be wanting.  Captivity, looting, and burning shall be among them, and ex-
ile out of dread for the enemy.  A multitude of guilty corpses shall fall in their days; there shall be no end 
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ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƭŀƛƴΧ/ƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǇŜǊƛǎƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭΤ Ƙƻƴƻǳrable men and rulers 
ǎƘŀƭƭ Ŧŀƭƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƻƴƎǳŜǎΧώǘƘŜƛǊϐ ŜǾƛƭ ŘŜŜŘǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǳƴŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΧέ 
(Commentary on Nahum, Geza Vermes translation) 
 

In the same vein, Michael Wise, in his book The First Messiah believes that the Dead Sea Scrolls 
Thanksgiving hymns were written by the Teacher of Righteousness, after his loss of power to the Phari-
sees.  An example follows ς ǘƘŜ άǇŀǊǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜŜƪŜǊǎ ƻŦ !ŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎΣ ŀc-
cording to Wise: 
 
άL ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ¸ƻǳΣ h [ƻǊŘΣ ōŜŎŀuse Your eye re[mains] upon me, and You deliver me from the zeal of false ad-
visors.  From the party of the Seekers of Accommodation have You rescued the life of the poor one 
whom they plotted to destroy, whose blood they planned to spill over the issue of ¸ƻǳǊ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΧέ 
(Thanksgiving Hymn 3, Michael Wise translation, emphasis added) 

 
If the Wise premise is correct, the above passage also indicates what one of the main differences be-
ǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ {ŀŘŘǳŎŜŜǎ ǿŀǎ άǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳǊ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦέ  Lǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
none of the three Jewish religious sects are mentioned in the Dead Sea Scrolls by the names that we 
know them today ς Pharisees, Sadducees, or Essenes.  However, considering that the Scrolls were writ-
ten from about 2nd century B.C. ς 1st century A.D., we might expect to see the parties alluded to some-
where in the 600 non-Biblical scrolls ς even if they are mentioned under different names. 
 
The Pharisees show up again in Josephus in about 20 B.C. when they run afoul of King Herod.   Again, 
they seem quite involved in court intrigues, receiving support from the wife of the brother of Herod: 
 
άΧŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǎŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƳŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ WŜǿǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǾŀƭǳŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ǎƪƛƭƭ 
they had in the law of their fathers, and made men believe they were highly favored by God, by whom 
this set of women were inveigled. These are those that are called the sect of the Pharisees, who were in a 
capacity of greatly opposing kings. A cunning sect they were, and soon elevated to a pitch of open fighting 
and doing mischief.  Accordingly, when all the people of the Jews gave assurance of their good will to Cae-
ǎŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƳŜƴ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎǿŜŀǊΣ being above six thousand; and when 
the king imposed a fine upon ǘƘŜƳΣ tƘŜǊƻǊŀǎΩǎ ώōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ IŜǊƻŘϐ ǿƛŦŜ ǇŀƛŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ  Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ 
to requite which kindness of hers, since they were believed to have the foreknowledge of things to come 
by divine inspiration, they foretold how God had deŎǊŜŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ IŜǊƻŘΩǎ ƎƻǾŜrnment should cease, and his 
posterity should be deprived of it; but that the kingdom should come to her and Pheroras, and to their 
children.  These predictions were not concealed from Salome, but were told the king; as also how they 
had perverted some persons about the palace itself.  So the king slew such of the Pharisees as were prin-
ŎƛǇŀƭƭȅ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘΧέ όW!Σ мтΦнΦпΣ Ŝmphasis added)) 
 

The figure of 6,000 in the text above is interesting.  Some scholars believe it refers to the total number 
of Pharisees in existence at the time of Herod.  Other scholars believe that it only refers to the number 
of Pharisees who were fined by the king. 
 
There is one other interesting mention of the Pharisees as the 1st century A.D. dawns.  Josephus intro-
duces a Pharisee named Sadduc (or Zadok, or Zaddok) who was part of a revolt in 6 A.D.: 
 
άΧȅŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ WǳŘŀǎΣ ŀ DŀǳƭƻƴƛǘŜΣ ƻŦ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ DŀƳŀƭŀΣ ǿƘƻΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ {ŀŘŘǳŎΣ 
ŀ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜΣ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ȊŜŀƭƻǳǎ ǘƻ ŘǊŀǿ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŀ ǊŜǾƻƭǘΧέ όW!Σ муΦмΦмύ 
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Josephus then goes on ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ōȅ WǳŘŀǎ ŀƴŘ {ŀŘŘǳŎ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ άŦƻǳǊǘƘ ǇƘƛƭƻs-
ƻǇƘȅέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ½ŜŀƭƻǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜƛǊ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀl-
ly Pharisaic in nature: 
 
άΧŦƻǊ WǳŘŀǎ ŀƴŘ {ŀŘŘǳŎΣ ǿƘƻ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ Ǉhilosophic sect among us, and had a great many followers 
therein, filled our civil government with tumults at present, and laid the foundation of our future miseries, 
by this system of philosophy, which we were before unacǉǳŀƛƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘŀƭΧέ όW!Σ муΦмΦмύ 
 
ά.ut of the fourth sect of Jewish philosophy, Judas the Galilean was the author. These men agree in all 
other things with the Pharisaic notions; but they have an inviolable attachment to liberty; and say that 
God is to be their only Ruler and Lord. They also do not value dying any kind of death, nor indeed do they 
heed the deaths of their relaǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ƴƻǊ Ŏŀƴ ŀƴȅ ǎǳŎƘ ŦŜŀǊ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀƴȅ Ƴŀƴ [ƻǊŘΧέ όW!Σ 
18.1.6) 

 
Chronologically, we now move into New Testament times, which will be covered in a separate section in 
some detail.  However, it can be said that the Pharisees were a dominant group in the time of Jesus, be-
ing key members of the ruling Sanhedrin (sharing power with the Sadducees), and operating throughout 
all of Palestine.   
 
Since the titƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άhǊƛƎƛƴǎέΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǊǇ-eyed reader might note at this point 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ς did they suddenly spring into existence 
during the reign of Hasmonean High Priest Jonathan?  Or do they have an older pedigree?   
 
At this point, we can only offer speculation as to their predecessors and antecedents.  One theory is that 
the Pharisees were descendants of the Diaspora (c. 722 B.C.ς532 B.C.) scribes. The scribes arose as the 
interpreters of the law in the local synagogues after the destruction of the Temple by King Nebuchad-
nezzar (c. 586 B.C.).  As power shifted from the keepers of the Temple (the Levitcal priesthood) to the 
άƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƴŀƎƻƎǳŜΣ ŀ ōƛǘǘŜǊ Ǌivalry was created that we may see echoes of in the 
discussions by Josephus of the Pharisees and Sadducees during the Hasmonean Dynasty hundreds of 
years later.  And while the Temple was rebuilt in 515 B.C., many Jews remained in exile, scattered 
around the Mediterranean ς and remained under the influence of the scribes in the synagogues.  We get 
an interesting description of the scribes by Jesus ben Sirach, in the Apocryphal Wisdom of Sirach, writ-
ten around 200 B.C.: 
 

The Activity of the Scribe 

 How different the one who devotes himself 
 to the study of the law of the Most High! 
1
 He seeks out the wisdom of all the ancients, 

 and is concerned with prophecies; 
2
 he preserves the sayings of the famous 

 and penetrates the subtleties of parables; 
3
 he seeks out the hidden meanings of proverbs 

 and is at home with the obscurities of parables. 
4
 He serves among the great 

 and appears before rulers; 
 he travels in foreign lands 
 and learns what is good and evil in the human lot. 
5
 He sets his heart to rise early 

 to seek the Lord who made him, 
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 and to petition the Most High; 
 he opens his mouth in prayer 
 and asks pardon for his sins. 
6
 If the great Lord is willing, 

 he will be filled with the spirit of understanding; 
 he will pour forth words of wisdom of his own 
 and give thanks to the Lord in prayer. 
7
 The Lord will direct his counsel and knowledge, 

 as he meditates on his mysteries. 
8
 He will show the wisdom of what he has learned, 

 ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘΦ 
9
 Many will praise his understanding; 

 it will never be blotted out. 
 His memory will not disappear, 
 and his name will live through all generations. 
10

 Nations will speak of his wisdom, 
 and the congregation will proclaim his praise. 
11

 If he lives long, he will leave a name greater than a thousand, 
 and if he goes to rest, it is enough for him.  
(Sirach 38:34 ς 39:11, NRSV) 

 
While this is an interesting description, it is hardly conclusive in identifying the Pharisiac movement ex-
clusively with the scribes.  However, the New Testament does seem ǘƻ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛōŜǎ όάǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bL±ύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ Ŝxtent (22 times they are mentioned together), so the 
connection is not without some merit for consideration.   
 
Another theory for the antecedents of the Pharisees are ǘƘŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ IŀǎƛŘŜŀƴǎ όƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άǘƘŜ 
ǇƛƻǳǎέύΣ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ мst and 2nd Maccabees.  The references to the Hasideans are quoted in full 
below 
 

άпн
Then there united with them [Mattathias and his sons] a company of Hasideans, mighty warriors of 

Israel, all who offered themselves willingly for the law. 
43

And all who became fugitives to escape their 
troubles joined them and reinforced them. 

44
They organized an army, and struck down sinners in their an-

ger and renegades in their wrath; the survivors fled to the GenǘƛƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΦέ όм aŀŎΦ нΥпн-43, NRSV) 
 

This would seem to indicate that the Hasideans were war-like ς άƳƛƎƘǘȅ 
ǿŀǊǊƛƻǊǎ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭέΦ  .ǳǘ ǿŀƛǘΣ ǿŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ IŀǎƛŘŜŀƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ 
seek peace from the Seleucids.  Alcimus was a high priest appointed by 
the Seleucids: 
 

άмн
Then a group of scribes appeared in a body before Alcimus and Bac-

chides to ask for just terms. 
13

The Hasideans were first among the Israelites 
to seek peace from them, 

14
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά! ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ !ŀǊƻƴ Ƙŀǎ 

come with tƘŜ ŀǊƳȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǊƳ ǳǎΦέ 
15

Alcimus spoke peaceable 
ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǎǿƻǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻŀǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ƛƴƧǳǊŜ 
ȅƻǳ ƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦέ 

16
So they trusted him; but he seized sixty of them and 

killed them in one day, in accordance with the word that was writǘŜƴΧέ  όм 
Macc 7:12-16, NRSV) 

 

One reading of the above, of course, could indicate that the Hasideans were scribes.  We can also ascer-
tain that it was important to the Hasideans to have someone from the Levitical priesthood as high 
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priestΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǿŜƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ IŀǎƛŘŜŀƴǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
abandon the Maccabees.  However, there is one more reference to the Hasideans, in 2 Maccabees.  The 
speaker is the evil priest Alcimus: 
  

6
ά¢ƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ who are called Hasideans, whose leader is Judas Maccabeus, are keeping up war and 

stirring up sedition, and will not let the kingdom atǘŀƛƴ ǘǊŀƴǉǳƛƭƛǘȅΧέ  όн aŀŎŎ мпΥсύ 

 
In this passage, the Hasideans are viewed as the fomenters of the revolt, who faithfully follow Judas 
Maccabeus!  So, warriors, seditionists, or pacifists ς take your pick from the references to the Hasideans 
in 1st and 2nd Maccabees.  So, is there anough information here to definitely associate the Hasideans 
with the Pharisees (or even with the scribes, who are associated somewhat with the Pharisees in the 
New Testament)?  The answer is no - one could equally speculate that the Hasideans are the predeces-
sors of the Essenes!  However, it is at least an interesting (and somewhat romantic) theory.  
 
After the fall of Jerusalem and destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D., the Pharisees became the dominant 
from of Judaism, leading to the rabbinical movement that is still the center of Judaism today. 

Beliefs and attributes 

In this section, we will examine what the beliefs and characteristics of the Pharisees were, based on our 
two primary first century sources ς Josephus and the New Testament.  Starting with Josephus, we 
should first mention that Josephus identifies himself as a Pharisee (although his descriptions of the Pha-
risees are not always especially sympathetic!): 
 
άΧǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƛȄǘŜŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΣ L ƘŀŘ ŀ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘǊƛŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎΦ 
These sects are three: τ The first is that of the Pharisees, the second that of the Sadducees, and the third 
that of the Essenes, as we have frequently told you; for I thought that by this means I might, choose the 
best, if I were once acquainted with them all; so I contented myself with hard fare, and underwent great 
difficulties and went through them all. Nor did I content myself with these trials only; but when I was in-
formed that one, whose name was Banus, lived in the desert, and used no other clothing than grew upon 
trees, and had no other food than what grew of its own accord, and bathed himself in cold water fre-
quently, both by night and by day, in order to preserve his chastity, I imitated him in those things, and 
continued with him three years. So when I had accomplished my desires, I returned back to the city, be-
ing now nineteen years old, and began to conduct myself according to the rules of the sect of the Phari-
sees, which is of kin to the sect of the Stoics, as the Greeks call themΦέ  όThe Life of Flavius Josephus, 
Chapter 2, emphasis added) 
 

The portrait that Josephus paints of the Pharisees beliefs and characteristics is generally sympathetic 
(certainly more so than some of the statements he makes about them in an historical context!).  The 
ǘŀōƭŜ ōŜƭƻǿ ƭƛǎǘǎ WƻǎŜǇƘǳǎΩ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊisees, but we may summarize 
here first: 
 

¶ The Pharisees believed in a mixture of predestination and free will (in contradistinction to the 
Essenes, who were strict believers in predestination) 

¶ The Pharisees had great popularity with the masses 

¶ They believed in the importance of oral tradition, in addition to the written Law of Moses 

¶ The believed in an afterlife in which the virtuous are rewarded and the evil are punished. With a 
few exceptions (Daniel 12, for example), this doctrine is not present in the Old Testament. 
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Josephus 

Reference Description 

JA 13.5.9 άΧǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭΣ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
work of fate, and some of them are in our own 
power, and that they are liable to fate, but are not 
ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ŦŀǘŜΦέ 

JA 13.10.5 ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊ over the multitude, 
that when they say anything against the king or 
against the high priest, they are presently be-
ƭƛŜǾŜŘΦέ 

JA 13.10.6 άΧŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǇǳƴƛǎhƳŜƴǘǎΧέ 

JA 13.10.6 άΧƘŀǾŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻb-
servances by succession from their fathers, which 
are not writǘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƻŦ aƻǎŜǎΧέ 

JA 17.2.2 άΧǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ƻǇǇƻǎƛƴƎ 
ƪƛƴƎǎΦ ! ŎǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜΧέ 

JA 18.1.3 άΧǘƘŜȅ ƭƛǾŜ ƳŜŀƴƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǇƛǎŜ ŘŜƭƛŎŀŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ Ři-
ŜǘΧέ 
άΧŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƻŦ reaǎƻƴΧέ 
ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ Ǉŀȅ ŀ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΧέ 
άΧǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ Řetermine that all things are done 
by fate, they do not take away the freedom from 
men of acting as they think fit; since their notion 
is, that it hath pleased God to make a tempera-
ment, whereby what he wills is done, but so that 
the will of men can act virtuously or viŎƛƻǳǎƭȅΦέ 
ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻǳƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƳƳƻrtal 
vigor in them, and that under the earth there will 
be rewards or punishments, according as they 
have lived virtuously or viciously in this life; and 
the latter are to be detained in an everlasting 
prison, but that the former shall have power to 
ǊŜǾƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΧέ 
άΧǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ƎŀǾŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀttestations to them on 
account of their entire virtuous conduct, both in 
the actions of their lives and their discourses al-
ǎƻΦέ 

JW 1.5.2 ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǎŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ 
more religious than others, and seem to interpret 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅΦέ 

JW 2.8.14 ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǎŎǊƛōŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ŦŀǘŜ ώƻǊ ǇǊƻǾidence], and to 
God, and yet allow, that to act what is right, or the 
contrary, is principally in the power of men, al-
ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŦŀǘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦέ 
ά¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǎƻǳƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǊǳǇǘƛōƭŜΤ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
the souls of good men are only removed into oth-
er bodies, τ but that the souls of bad men are 
subject to eternal puƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΦέ 
άΧǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀnother, and 
are for the exercise of concord and regard for the 
pubƭƛŎΦέ 
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New Testament 

In the New Testament, the Pharisees are typically depicted as op-
ponents of Jesus.  Jesus clashes with them on a number of impor-
tant Jewish doctrines, including Mosaic hygienic law, the Sabbath, 
and the relationship of religion and the state.  The Pharisees are 
generally skeptical about Jesus being the messiah (believing, for 
example, that his power to exorcise demons comes from Beelze-
bub), and flatly reject any claim that Jesus could be the Son of 
God.  The Pharisees are part of the plot to kill Jesus, and are ac-
tively involved in his capture.  Jesus and John the Baptist use 
some especially severe language to describe the PhariǎŜŜǎ όάȅƻǳ ōǊƻƻŘ ƻŦ ǾƛǇŜǊǎέύΦ 
 
All that being said, the portrait is not uniformly negative.  At one point in Luke, the Pharisees warn Jesus 
that Herod wants to kill him.  A prominent Pharisee on the Sanhedrin, Nicodemus, is a follower of Jesus.  
In Acts, the apostles are released from prison by the intervention of the Pharisee Gamaliel, under whom 
Paul studied.  Acts 15 records that there were Pharisees among the early Christian Church.  And, of 
course, Paul announces on several occasions with some pride that he was trained as a Pharisee. 
 
The Pharisees are conƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛōŜǎ όάǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀǿέύ ƻƴ нн ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭǎΦ  
They are also connected several times with their assumed rivals, the Sadducees, and the unidentified 
Herodians. 
 
In terms of doctrine, we are told in the New Testament that the Pharisees believe in the resurrection of 
the dead, in angels, and in spirits ς all doctrines of the early Christians. 
 

Reference Description 

Matt 3:7-10 WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǘƘŜƳ άYou brood of viǇŜǊǎΗέ 

Matt 5:20 άΧǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ǎǳǊǇŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎΧέ 

Matt 9:11-13; 
Mark 2:15-22; Luke 
5:29-34 

Pharisees question why Jesus eats with a tax col-
lector 

Matt 9:34 άLǘ ƛǎ ōȅ the prince of demons that he drives out 
ŘŜƳƻƴǎΦέ 

Matt 12:1-14; 
Mark 2:23-28; Luke 
6:1-11 

vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ {ŀōōŀǘƘ [ŀǿΤ άBut the Pharisees 
ǿŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǇƭƻǘǘŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƪƛƭƭ WŜǎǳǎΦέ 
(Math 12:14) 

Matt 12:24 άLǘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ōȅ .ŜŜƭȊŜōǳōΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜƳƻns, 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ŘǊƛǾŜǎ ƻǳǘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎΦέ 

Matt 12:38; Mark 
8:11-15 

άΧǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ƳƛǊŀŎǳƭƻǳǎ ǎƛƎƴ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳΦΦΦέ 
(Matt) 

Matt 15:1-14; 
Mark 7:1-15 

Questions on hand washing 

Matt 16:1-12 Warnings against the teaching of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees 

Math 19:1-9; Mark 
10:2-9 

άLǎ ƛǘ ƭŀǿŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǘƻ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΚέ 

Matt 21:45-46 ά²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴŜǿ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
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Reference Description 

ǘƘŜƳΧέ 

Matt 22:15-22; 
Mark 12:13-17 

Pharisees and Herodians ς άIs it right to pay taxes 
ǘƻ /ŀŜǎŀǊ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΚέ 

Matt 22:34-46 Pharisees unsuccessfully question Jesus ς άand 
from that day on no one dared to ask him any 
more quesǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 

Matt 23 ά²ƻŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ŀƴŘ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎΣ 
ȅƻǳ ƘȅǇƻŎǊƛǘŜǎΗέ 

Matt 27:62-66 άΧǘƘŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ ǇǊiests and the Pharisees went to Pi-
ƭŀǘŜέ 

Mark 3:1-6 Healing on the Sabbath ς άThen the Pharisees 
went out and began to plot with the Herodians 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƪƛƭƭ WŜǎǳǎΦέ 

Luke 5:17-26 ά²Ƙƻ Ŏŀƴ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ǎƛƴǎ ōǳǘ DƻŘ ŀƭƻƴŜΚέ 

Luke 7:29-30 άΧǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ experts in the law rejected 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ 
ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ōȅ WƻƘƴΦΦΦέ 

Luke 7:36-50 Simon the Pharisee 

Luke 11:37-53 Woe to Pharisees and teachers of the law 

Luke 12:1 ά.Ŝ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǳŀǊŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊi-
seŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƘȅǇƻŎǊƛǎȅΦέ 

Luke 13:31 tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ǿŀǊƴ WŜǎǳǎ άIŜǊƻŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ȅƻǳΦέ 

Luke 14:1-6 άhƴŜ {ŀōōŀǘƘΣ ǿƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being 
ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘΧέ 

Luke 15:1-2 ά¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀƴ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 

Luke 16:14-15 ά¢ƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƳƻƴŜȅΧέ 

Luke 17:20-21 άΧǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜΧέ 

Luke 18:9-14 άΩDƻŘΣ L ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƴΧΩέ 

Luke 19:39-40 ά¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ ǊŜōǳƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΗέ 

John 1:24 Pharisees question John the Baptist 

John 3:1-21 άbƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ 
Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling coun-
ŎƛƭΧέ 

John 4:1-2 ά¢ƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ƎŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ōŀǇǘƛȊƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǘƘŀƴ WƻƘƴΧέ 

John 7:32 ά¢hen the chief priests and the Pharisees sent 
temǇƭŜ ƎǳŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ŀǊǊŜǎǘ ƘƛƳΧέ 

John 7:45-52 Nicodemus defends Jesus to the chief priests and 
Pharisees 

John 8:1-11 άThe teachers of the law and the Pharisees 
ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ŀŘǳƭǘŜǊȅΦέ 

John 8:13-29 ά²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΚέ 

John 9:13-34 άNow the day on which Jesus had made the mud 
ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ {ŀōōŀǘƘΦέ 

John 9:40-41 ά²ƘŀǘΚ !ǊŜ ǿŜ ōƭƛƴŘ ǘƻƻΚέ 

John 11:45-57 ά¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ 
ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴƘŜŘǊƛƴΦέ 

John 12:19 ά[ƻƻƪ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƻƴŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘƛƳΗέ 

John 12:42-43 άBut because of the Pharisees they would not 



 16 

Reference Description 

confess their faith for fear they would be put out 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƴŀƎƻƎǳŜΦέ 

John 18:3 ά{ƻ WǳŘŀǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǾŜΣ ƎǳƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ŘŜǘŀŎh-
ment of soldiers and some officials from the chief 
ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎΦέ 

Acts 5:33-40 ά.ǳǘ ŀ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ DŀƳŀƭƛŜƭΣ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
law, who was honored by all the people, stood up 
in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put 
outǎƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿƘƛƭŜΦέ 

Acts 15:5 Pharisee believers in the early church 

Acts 22:3 ά¦ƴŘŜǊ DŀƳŀƭƛŜƭ L ǿŀǎ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƭŀǿ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊǎέ 

Acts 23:6-9 Pharisees defend Paul in the Sanhedrin; Pharisees 
believe in resurrection, angels and spirits 

Acts 26:5 ά¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ long time and can 
testify, if they are willing, that according to the 
ǎǘǊƛŎǘŜǎǘ ǎŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΣ L ƭƛǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜΦέ 

Phil 3:3-6 άΧƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛōŜ ƻŦ .ŜƴƧŀƳƛƴΣ ŀ IŜōǊŜǿ ƻŦ Iebrews; 
ƛƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿΣ ŀ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜΧέ 

The Apocrypha 

As already noted, tƘŜ !ǇƻŎǊȅǇƘŀ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ōȅ ƴŀƳŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ia-
sideans described in 1 Maccabees, but the association is unsure.   
 
That being said, are there any writings in the Apocrypha that could be described as Pharisaic? Several 
apocryphal books show a keen interest in angels and demons, such as Tobit, 2 Edras, and 1 Enoch (al-
though the Essenes also believed in angels and demons).  Several apocryphal books express a belief in 
an afterlife, and resurrection of the dead, including Wisdom of Solomon, 2 Maccabees, 2 Esdras and 1 
9ƴƻŎƘΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƻǊ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǎ ŀbsolutely Pharisaic.   

Sadducees 
There are no known extant writings by the Sadducees.  Thus, all 
information that we have about them is written by someone 
who was not a Sadducee ς Josephus, the New Testament, early 
rabbinical works (and, possibly, the Dead Sea Scrolls). 

Origins/History 

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŎƘǊƻƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀŘŘǳŎŜŜǎ όάǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ½a-
ŘƻƪέΚύ ƛǎ ōȅ WƻǎŜǇƘǳǎ ƛƴ Jewish Antiquities where they are said to 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ άǎŜŎǘǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƛƎƴ ƻŦ IŀǎƳƻƴŜŀƴ IƛƎƘ 
Priest Jonathan (160-143 B.C.): 
 
ά!ƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ŀŘŘǳŎŜŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ 
affairs are not at its disposal; but they suppose that all our actions are in our own power, so that we are 
ourǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŜǾƛƭ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŦƻƭƭȅΦέ  όW!Σ моΦрΦфύ 
 

The next time the Sadducees are mentioned chronologically in Josephus is in the previously mentioned 
incident between the Pharisees and John Hyrcanus.  After the intemperate Pharisee Eleazar insults Hyr-
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canus, a Sadducee encourages the King to think that the insult is representative of the feelings of the 
Pharisees as a whole: 
 
άbƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴΣ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ IȅǊŎŀƴǳǎΣ ōǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀŘŘǳŎŜŜǎΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ 
notions are quite contrary to those of the Pharisees. He told Hyrcanus that Eleazar had cast such a re-
proach upon him, according to the common sentiments of all the PhaǊƛǎŜŜǎΧέ όW!Σ моΦмлΦсύ 
 

It is at the instigation of Jonathan the Sadducee that John Hyrcanus leaves the Pharisees: 
 
άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ ǿƘƻ ŎƘƛŜŦƭȅ ƛǊǊƛǘŀǘŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƘƛƳ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀr-
ty of ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎΧέ  όW!Σ моΦмлΦсύ 
 

¢ƘŜ {ŀŘŘǳŎŜŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ WƻǎŜǇƘǳǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ мst century A.D.  Howev-
er, some scholars believe that the Civil War under Alexander Jannaeus (103-76 B.C.) was in fact one be-
tween the Sadducees and the Pharisees, which resulted in the Sadducees losing political power upon the 
death of Alexander.  However, this can only be considered speculation at this point. 
 
Josephus includes a long discussion of High Priest Ananus who puts James the brother of Jesus to death.  
The passage also notes that the priesthood was 1) bestowed by the Romans at this time in history and 2) 
was a family affair (as discussed in the New Testament).  Ananus is explicitly identified as a Sadducee ς 
does this mean that we should presume that the rest of his family is also Sadducean? 
 
ά!ƴŘ ƴƻǿ /ŀŜǎŀǊΣ ǳǇƻƴ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ CŜǎǘǳǎΣ ǎŜƴǘ !ƭōƛƴǳǎ ƛƴǘƻ WǳŘŜŀΣ ŀǎ ǇǊƻŎǳǊŀǘƻǊΤ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ 
deprived Joseph of the high priesthood, and bestowed the succession to that dignity on the son of Ana-
nus, who was also himself called Ananus.  Now the report goes, that this elder Ananus proved a most for-
tunate man; for he had five sons, who had all performed the office of a high priest to God, and he had 
himself enjoyed that dignity a long time formerly, which had never happened to any other of our high 
priests: but this younger Ananus, who, as we have told you already, took the high priesthood, was a bold 
man in his temper, and very insolent; he was also of the sect of the Sadducees, who are very rigid in judg-
ing offenders, above all the rest of the Jews, as we have already observed; when, therefore, Ananus was 
of this disposition, he thought he had now a proper opportunity [to exercise his authority]. Festus was 
now dead, and Albinus was but upon the road; so he assembled the sanhedrin of judges, and brought 
before them the brother of Jesus, who was called Christ, whose name was James, and some others, [or, 
some of his companions]; and when he had formed an accusation against them as breakers of the law, 
he delivered them to be stonedΧέ  όWA 20.9.1, emphasis added) 
 

There is even less hard evidence about the origins of the Sadducees than there is about the Pharisees 
and Essenes.  Many commentaries and dictionaries connect the Sadducees with the Levitical priesthood 
that descended from the first chief priest of SoƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ  - ½ŀŘƻƪ όƘŜƴŎŜ άǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ½ŀŘƻƪέύΦ  !ƴŘ 
certainly, it appears in Josephus and in the New Testament, that there was some link between the chief 
priests of the Temple and the Sadducees, but one cannot really go any further.  It would be a mistake to 
assume that all chief priests were Sadducees, or that all Sadducees were priests. 
 
Some scholars view that the Qumran (Dead Sea Scrolls) sectarians were a breakaway group of Saddu-
cees.  The word sadducee is a derivative of zadokite, and the one label that the scrolls seem to apply to 
ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘŀǊƛŀƴǎ ƛǎ άǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ½ŀŘƻƪέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǎŜŎǘŀǊƛŀƴǎ-as-Sadducees is represented here by Professor 
Lawrence H. Schiffman: 
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 άL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ formed when a group of Sadducean priests left the Temple service in the after-
math of the Hasmonean takeover of the Temple soon after the Maccabean revolt, probably by about 152 
.Φ/Φ9Φέ  όNew Light on the Pharisees, Lawrence Schiffman, Bible ReǾƛŜǿΣ WǳƴŜ Ω92) 

 
As mentioned previously, Michael Wise in his book The First Messiah believes that the author of the 
Thanksgiving Hymns was the mysteriƻǳǎ ά¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƻŦ wƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎέΦ  ²ƛǎŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ 
was a member of the ruling Sadducean party under the reign of Alexander Jannaeus, who was thrown 
out of power after the PharisǎŜǎ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ ǿƛŘƻǿΦ  LŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ 
the Dead Sea scrolls could be Sadducean writings. 
 
One possible argument against the sectarians-as-Sadducees view is that some of the beliefs found in the 
Dead Sea Scrolls seem to be against what we know of as Sadducean beliefs (the Scrolls show a strong 
belief in predestination, a high opinion of the writings of the prophets, etc.) 

Beliefs and attributes 

Josephus 

WƻǎŜǇƘǳǎ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀŘŘǳŎŜŜǎΩ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛstics primarily in contradistinction to 
ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎΦ  !ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ WƻǎŜǇƘǳǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ƳǳŎƘΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ 
tell us here: 
 

¶ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άŦǊŜŜ ǿƛƭƭέ ǎƛŘe of the eternal predestination vs. free will debate (early Bapt-
ists?) 

¶ ¢ƘŜȅ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΣ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦƻǊŜŦaǘƘŜǊǎέ 

¶ They believed that souls die with the body ς there is no afterlife, and no resurrection of the 
dead 

¶ Their appeal was primarily to the rich, or to the aristocracy.  They were not popular with the 
masses.   

 
Reference Description 

JA 13.5.9 ά!ƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ŀŘŘǳŎŜŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
say there is no such thing, and that the events of 
human affairs are not at its disposal; but they 
suppose that all our actions are in our own power, 
so that we are ourselves the cause of what is 
good, and receive what is evil from our own folƭȅΦέ 

JA 13.10.6 ¶ άΧǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŜŜƳ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
obligatory which are in the written word, but 
are not to observe what are derived from the 
tradition of our forefaǘƘŜǊǎΧέ 

¶ άΧǘƘŜ {ŀŘŘǳŎŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇŜǊǎǳŀŘŜ ƴƻƴŜ 
but the rich, and have not the populace ob-
ǎŜǉǳƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΧέ 

JA 18.1.4 ¶ άΧ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎƻǳƭǎ ŘƛŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘƛŜǎΧέ 

¶ άΧƴƻǊ Řƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴy-
thing besides what the law enjoins them; for 
they think it an instance of virtue to dispute 
with those teachers of philosophy whom they 
frequent;  but this doctrine is received but by 
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Reference Description 

a few, yet by those still of the greatest digni-
ty; but they are able to do almost nothing of 
themselves; for when they become magi-
strates, as they are unwillingly and by force 
sometimes obliged to be, they addict them-
selves to the notions of the Pharisees, be-
cause the multitude would not otherwise 
ōŜŀǊ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 

JA 20.9.1 ά{ŀŘŘǳŎŜŜǎΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǊƛƎƛŘ ƛƴ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ ƻŦŦŜƴd-
ers, above all the rest of the Jews, as we have 
alǊŜŀŘȅ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘΧέ 

JW 2.8.14 ¶ ά.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ {ŀŘŘǳŎŜŜǎΧǘŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦŀǘŜ Ŝntirely, 
and suppose that God is not concerned in our 
doing or not doing what is evil; and they say, 
that to act what is good, or what is evil, is at 
ƳŜƴΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
other belongs so to every one, that they may 
ŀŎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦέ  

¶ ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳƻr-
tal duration of the soul, and the punishments 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ IŀŘŜǎΦέ 

¶ ά.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀŘŘǳŎŜŜǎ ƻƴŜ ǘo-
wards another is in some degree wild; and 
their conversation with those that are of their 
own party is as barbarous as if they were 
strangers to themΦέ 

New Testament 

The Sadducees are mentioned by name only 14 times in the New Testament, and not once in the Gospel 
ƻŦ WƻƘƴΦ  aŀƴȅ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǘƻǊǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ŀƭƭ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άŎƘƛŜŦ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
Sadducees.  The New Testament referencŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƘŜ άƘƛƎƘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜǎέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŀd-
ducees is Acts 5:17: 
 
ά¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀŘŘǳŎŜŜǎΣ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƧŜŀƭƻǳǎȅΦΦΦέ  

 
In this study, we will look at the New TestaƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ά{ŀŘŘǳŎŜŜǎέ ŀƴŘ άŎƘƛŜŦ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎέ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘe-
ly. 
 
Taking the 14 New Testament references to the Sadducees on their own, we might say the following 
about them: 
 

¶ In Matthew, the Pharisees and Sadducees are often mentioned in the same context 

¶ They believe there is no resurrection, and appear to have attempted to trick or ridicule Jesus 
with a complex question regarding brothers and widows at the resurrection 

¶ ¢ƘŜȅ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ άŀƴƎŜƭǎ ƴƻǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎέ 

¶ Jesus warns against their teachings 

¶ The Sadducees appear to have been enemies of the early church ς especially Peter, John and 
Paul 
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Reference Description 

Matt 3:7-10 WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǘƘŜƳ άYou brood of viǇŜǊǎΗέ 

Matt 16:1-12 Warnings against the teaching of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees 

Matt 22:23-33; 
Mark 12:18-27; 
Luke 20:27-38 

άΧǘƘŜ {ŀŘŘǳŎŜŜǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜc-
ǘƛƻƴΧέ 

Acts 4:1-22 ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ƎǳŀǊŘ 
and the Sadducees came up to Peter and John 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ 

Acts 5:17-40 ά¢ƘŜƴ the high priest and all his associates, who 
were members of the party of the Sadducees, 
ǿŜǊŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƧŜŀƭƻǳǎȅΧέ 

Acts 23:6-9 ά¢ƘŜ {ŀŘŘǳŎŜŜǎ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ƴƻǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎΧέ 

 
If we include the referencŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άŎƘƛŜŦ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ {ŀd-
ducean policy as a whole, a much darker portrait emerges.  In summary: 
 

¶ Jesus knows in advance that he will suffer death at the hands of the chief priests 

¶ The high priest Caiaphas was one of the chief instigators in the plot to kill Jesus.  The chief 
priests also wished to kill Lazarus.  

¶ They paid Judas Iscariot 30 pieces of silver to betray Jesus, and also sent the Temple guards to 
capture Jesus (the Gospel of John intimates that the chief priests were themselves present at 
the capture) 

¶ They looked for false evidence upon which to convict Jesus in the Sanhedrin, 
and were among those that voted to put Jesus to death 

¶ Paul the Pharisee persecuted the early Christians under the authority of the 
chief priests 

¶ They appear to have been loyal to Rome 

¶ They plotted to kill Paul 
 

Reference Description 

Matt 16:21; Mark 
8:31 

άCǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴ WŜǎǳǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ 
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer 
many things at the hands of the elders, chief 
ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿΧέ όaŀǘǘύ 

Matt 20:18; Mark 
10:33-34; Luke 
9:22 

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ 
Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law. They will condemn him to 
ŘŜŀǘƘΧέ όaatt) 

Matt 21:15 ά.ǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŜ ŘƛŘΧǘƘŜȅ 
ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴŘƛƎƴŀƴǘΦέ 

Matt 21:23-46; 
Mark 11:27-33; 
Luke 20:1-8 

ά.ȅ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΚέ 

Matt 26:3-4 ά¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀnd the elders of the 
people assembled in the palace of the high priest, 










