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LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ .ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦ  !ƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
churches have quality, Biblically-based adult-focused programs.  Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to 
downplay adult educationΣ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ όƴƻǘ ŀ ōŀŘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎŜƭŦύΣ ƻǊ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ άǳƴŎƘǳǊŎƘŜŘέΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙƛǎǘory and theology are often purposely ignored. 
 
Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the Bible and the basic tenets and history of the 
Faith.  Among the reasons: 
 

¶ Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the church ς adult Sunday School classes/Bible 
studies may be their first serious introduction to what Christianity is all about 

¶ Christianity (and especially Evangelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular 
culture (movies, music, etc.).   We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith against 
ŀǘǘŀŎƪ όƻǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ άǊŜŀŘȅ ŘeŦŜƴǎŜέ as Peter says in 1 Peter 3:15) 

¶ Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history 
of their Faith 

 
To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and those just starting out in the 
ά{ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘέύΣ LΩǾŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church.  The topics represented in these courses are 
intendeŘ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŀƛǘƘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 
apologetics. 
 
While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High School and 
College projects, especially the courses focused primarily on historical aspects.   
 
One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I come from a Reformed 
Church background), but I hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughout the various courses. 
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Introduction 
The Old Testament, the Apocrypha and the Dead Sea Scrolls contain 
prophecies of a coming messiah.  Christians believe that this messiah 
has already come (and will come again) ς Jesus Christ.  Also, 
Christians believe that the Messiah ς Jesus ς is divine, the very Son 
of God.  Using the three aforementioned sources, a  strong case can 
be made (as was made by the Gospel writers) that Jesus was/is the 
promised messiah. 
 
In this courseΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ examine many of the more well-known 
messianic prophecies in the Old Testament, and in other Second Temple Judaism sources, and 
ǎƘƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎƛŀƘΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ 
observations ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛŎƪȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƳŜǎǎƛŀƘ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ǿŜǊŜ 
expecting.  Many Bible commentaries written before the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls state 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŀǊǊƛƻǊκƪƛƴƎ ƳŜǎǎƛŀƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭŜad them out 
of subjugation by the Romans.   The Dead Sea Scrolls seem to paint quite a different picture of 
what the coming messiah would be like ς a picture must more like the Christian image of the 
messiah. 

Quiz 

1. T/F Messiah ƛǎ ŀ DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άŀƴƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻƴŜέ 
2. T/F Most Christians and Jews are united in their respective interpretations of the 
άǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘέ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ LǎŀƛŀƘ 

3. T/F All messianic prophecies in the Old Testament refer to the First Coming of Christ 
4. T/F There are no references in the Old Testament to a divine messiah  
5. T/F According to the book of Genesis, the messiah will be descended from the tribe of 

Judah 
6. T/F Christ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ WƻǎŜǇƘ 
7. T/F In the Apocrypha, Judas Maccabeus is presented as the messiah 
8. T/F No SecoƴŘ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ WǳŘŀƛǎƳ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ ά{ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘέ  
9. T/F According to the Old Testament, the messiah will receive his priestly authority from 

the Levites 
10. T/F According to the Old Testament, the messiah will bring 

salvation to the Gentiles 

Nomenclature 

Messiah ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ IŜōǊŜǿ ǿƻǊŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άŀƴƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻƴŜέΦ  Lƴ 
Greek, the word was translated as Christos, hence the nomenclature 
άWŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘέΦ  Lƴ WǳŘŀƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
meaning, which we will explore in this course.  (Note: In the Old 
Testament, prominent officials were anointed ς Samuel, for example, 
anointed both Saul and David.) 
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Old Testament 
The main source of prophecy foretelling the coming of Jesus is found, of course, in the Old 
Testament.  By some estimates, there are over 300 messianic prophecies in the Old Testament.  
Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƻƴŜǎΦ 
 
For many Christians, the paramount importance of the Old Testament is as a foundation for the 
new.  The coming of Jesus is foretold in the Old Testament, and realized in the New.   

Historical books 

While messianic prophecy is sparse in the Old Testament historical books, there are some key 
references.  We learn that the messiah will: 
Á Come out of Judah 
Á Battle with Satan (the serpent) 
Á Will have both priestly and kingly roles 
Á Will be a latter day Moses. 
 

Reference Notes 

Genesis 3:14-15 άΧƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎǊǳǎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘǊƛƪŜ 
Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŜƭΦέ 
Á Many people view that this is the first 

Messianic prophecy in the Bible, viewing 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎǊǳǎƘ your head, and 
ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘǊƛƪŜ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŜƭέ ǾŜǊǎŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ 
to the death of Jesus on the cross and 
the ultimate victory of Christ over Satan. 

 

 
Genesis 49:10 ά¢ƘŜ ǎŎŜǇǘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŘŜǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ WǳŘŀƘΣ ƴƻǊ 

ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǊΩǎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦŜŜǘΦέ 
Á The first indication in the Bible that the 

Messiah will come from the tribe of 
Judah (the tribe of Jesus) 

Numbers 24:17 ά! ǎǘŀǊ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ WŀŎƻōΤ ŀ ǎŎŜǇǘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ 
ǊƛǎŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΦέ 
Á This verbiage was connected with the 

messiah in the Dead Sea Scrolls 

Deuteronomy 
18:15,18-19 

άL ǿƛƭƭ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ 
ώaƻǎŜǎϐ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΧέ 
Á The role of this foretold prophet was 

associated with Jesus ς see John 6:14, 
John 7:40, Acts 3:22-23 
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Reference Notes 

 
I Samuel 2:35 άL ǿƛƭƭ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŀ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǇǊƛŜǎǘΧέ 

Á The role of Jesus as a great priest is 
discussed in Hebrews 

The Psalms and Job 

While we often think of the Psalms as being comprised primarily of praise songs, there is 
actually a great deal of messianic prophecy contained within.  We learn (in addition to the 
characteristics already listed in the historical books): 
Á The messiah will be a Redeemer, and will live on earth 
Á ¢ƘŜ ƳŜǎǎƛŀƘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǎƻƴΤ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎƛŀƘ ƛǎ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ 
Á The messiah will suffer at the hands of his detractors 
Á The priestly authority of the messiah is through the order of Melchizedek ς not through the 

Levites 
Á The messiah will be rejected by some of his own people 
 

Reference Notes 

Job 19:25 άL ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ wŜŘŜŜƳŜǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ 
Á The messiah as an incarnate redeemer 

Psalms 2 άά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ {ƻƴΤ ǘƻŘŀȅ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ 
CŀǘƘŜǊΦέ 
Á In this chapter of Psalms, we see many of 

the elements of messianic prophecy from 
a Christian standpoint ς the messiah as a 
king, as the anointed one, as a son of 
God 

Á Some tǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭƛȊŜ ά{ƻƴέ 
ŀƴŘ ά!ƴƻƛƴǘŜŘ hƴŜέ 

Psalms 22:1,16,18 άΧǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƛŜǊŎŜŘ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ŦŜŜǘέ 
Á Psalms 22 contains several messianic 

allusions that have New Testament 
counterparts 
Á Verse one contains words that Jesus 

speaks from the cross (Matt 27:46) 
Á Verse 16 refers to the piercing of the 

hands and feet (Jesus was, of course, 
crucified) 

Á ±ŜǊǎŜ муΥ ά¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛǾƛŘŜ Ƴȅ ƎŀǊƳŜƴǘǎ 
among them and cast lots for my 
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Reference Notes 

ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎέ όWƻƘƴ мфΥнпύ 

Psalms 118:22 ά¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊǎ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
the cŀǇǎǘƻƴŜΧέ 
Á Jesus quotes this verse in all three 

Synoptic Gospels (Matt 21:42, Mark 
12:10, Luke 20:17) and the verse is 
quoted in reference to Jesus in Acts 4:11 
and 1 Peter 2:7 

Psalms 110:1-4 ά¢ƘŜ [hw5 ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ [ƻǊŘΥ ά{ƛǘ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ǊƛƎƘǘ 
hand until I make your enemies a footstool 
ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜŜǘΧέ 
Á Verse 1 is perhaps the clearest indication 

in the Old Testament of a divine messiah 
ς Jesus quotes it in Luke 20:41-44; Peter 
also refers to this verse in Acts 2:29-36 

Á Verses 2-4 note that a single messiah will 
have tƘŜ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ƪƛƴƎ όά¢ƘŜ 
LORD will extend your mighty scepter 
ŦǊƻƳ ½ƛƻƴΧέ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ όά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ 
priest forever, in the order of 
aŜƭŎƘƛȊŜŘŜƪΦέύ  bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƛŜǎǘƘƻƻŘ 
is not passed down through the Levitical 
line, but rather through the older line of 
the mysterious Melchizedek (see 
Hebrews 7, for example) 

The prophets 

The major and minor prophets provide a veritable cornucopia of messianic references, and 
introduce the elements of an end times messiah.  Messianic characteristics of the messiah 
introduced in the prophets include: 
Á The messiah will be the final judge (and thus will be part of the end times) 
Á The messiah will bring peace to believers and a sword to nonbelievers 
Á The messiah will usher in a new era of peace and tranquility 
Á The divine messiah will become incarnate, born of a virgin (or a young woman) 
Á IŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƛƎƴ ƻƴ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ 
Á He will be proceeded by a messenger (Elijah, according to Malachi) 
Á He will bring salvation to the Gentiles 
Á He will bear the sins of many (and will be severely persecuted for his efforts) 
Á He will perform miracles 
Á He existed before becoming incarnate 
Á He will be present at the end times 
Á He will come up out of Egypt 
 

Reference Notes 

Isaiah 2:2-4 ά¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǇƭƻǿǎƘŀǊŜǎ 
and their sǇŜŀǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǊǳƴƛƴƎ ƘƻƻƪǎΧέ 
Á Similar to the description of the New 
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Reference Notes 

Heaven, the New Earth, and the New 
Jerusalem in Rev 21 

Isaiah 4:2-4 άLƴ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜ .ǊŀƴŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎΧέ 
Á Isaiah introduces the metaphor of the 

messiah as a Branch 
Á ¢ƘŜ ƳŜǎǎƛŀƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ άǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ 
ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ŦƛǊŜέ 
Á Jesus as the final judge is discussed 

in Rev 20:11-15 
Á Jesus baptizes with the Spirit and 

with Fire (Matt 3:11) 

Isaiah 7:14 ά¢ƘŜ ǾƛǊƎƛƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ 
birth to a soƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘƛƳ LƳƳŀƴǳŜƭΦέ 
Á Another sign of an God-incarnate 

messiah ς LƳƳŀƴǳŜƭ ƳŜŀƴǎ άDƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǳǎέ όǎŜŜ ŀƭǎƻ aŀǘǘ мΥноύ 

Á {ƻƳŜ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǾƛǊƎƛƴέ 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ άȅƻǳƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴέ 
ς ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ƻŦ DƻŘ 
becoming incarnate on earth 

 

 
Isaiah 9:1-7 ά!ƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ²ƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΣ 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
tŜŀŎŜέ 
Á Another strong indication of a divine, 

incarnate messiah 
Á ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴ 

earthly king who lives and dies, because 
ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ άǊŜƛƎƴ ƻƴ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ǘƘǊƻƴŜΧ
 ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊέ 

Isaiah 11:1-10 ά! ǎƘƻƻǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳƳǇ ƻŦ 
Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear 
ŦǊǳƛǘΧέ 
Á The messiah will come from Judah (Jesse 

was the father of Kind David) 
Á While the messiah will be stern in rooting 
ƻǳǘ ǳƴǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ όάǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ 
Ƙƛǎ ƭƛǇǎ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŎƪŜŘέύΣ 
ultimately, the messiah will bring peace 
όά¢ƘŜ ǿƻƭŦ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƳōΧέ ς see 
Revelation 21:1-5) 

Isaiah 40:1-8 ά! ǾƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎΥ ΨLƴ ǘƘŜ desert prepare 
the way for the LORD; make straight in the 
ǿƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ DƻŘΩέ 
Á The role assigned John the Baptist in the 
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New Testament (Matt 3:1-3)  

 
Isaiah 42:1-4 άIŜǊŜ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘΣ ǿƘƻƳ L ǳǇƘƻƭŘΣ Ƴȅ 

ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƻƳ L ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘέ 
Á The messiah will bring justice 
Á ¢ƘŜ ƳŜǎǎƛŀƘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƻǎǘŜƴǘŀǘƛƻǳǎ όάIŜ 

will not shout or cry out, or raise his 
ǾƻƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎέύ 

Isaiah 49:1-7 άL ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎΣ 
that you may bring my salvation to the ends 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘέ 
Á Verse 6 is key to understanding the 

Christian concept of the messiah.  The 
messiah is not just a leader to lead the 
Jewish people out of bondage, but rather 
ŀƭǎƻ ŀ άƭƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎέΦ  DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
fast acceptance of Christianity by Gentile 
(Greek, Roman) audiences in the 1

st
 and 

2
nd

 century, this point is especially 
important. 

Isaiah 52:13-15, 53 Á άIŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎǇƛǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ƳŜƴΣ ŀ 
man of sorrows, and familiar with 
ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΧέ 

Á άCƻǊ ƘŜ ōƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴ ƻŦ ƳŀƴȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƎǊŜǎǎƻǊǎέ 
Á These ŦŀƳƻǳǎ άǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘέ 

passages are among the most 
controversial in the Bible.  Christians 
point to them because of the 
obvious parallels with Jesus ς a man 
rejected and murdered, who bore 
the sins of many.   

Á Many Jewish scholars view that 
these passages are not about the 
messiah at all, but are rather 
referring to Israel.  However, there 
are some intriguing passages in the 
Dead Sea Scrolls that show 2

nd
 

Temple Jewish expectations of a 
άǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘέ ƳŜǎǎƛŀƘΦ 
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Isaiah 59:16-20 Á ά¢ƘŜ wŜŘŜŜƳŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ come to Zion, to 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ WŀŎƻō ǿƘƻ ǊŜǇŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƴǎΧέ 
Á άIŜ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ 

breastplate, and the helmet of salvation 
ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘΧέ 

Isaiah 61:1-3 ά¢ƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ [hw5 ƛǎ ƻƴ ƳŜΣ 
because the LORD has anointed me 
 to preach good neǿǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊΧέ 
Á The messiah as the anointed one 
Á ¢ƘŜ ƳŜǎǎƛŀƘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳ άǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ 
ǾŜƴƎŜŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ DƻŘέ 

Isaiah 62:11 ά{ŜŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊ ŎƻƳŜǎΗέ 
Á The messiah as a savior 

Jeremiah 23:5-6 ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ōȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΥ 
The LORD Our RighteoǳǎƴŜǎǎΦέ 
Á Jeremiah, like Isaiah, uses the Branch 

metaphor to describe the messiah, who: 
Á Is a king in the line of David (Judah) 

and 
Á ²ƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ [hw5 
wƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎέ ς another sign that 
the messiah will be divine (similar 
language is used to describe 
Melchizedek) 

Jeremiah 33:14-18 άL ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ .ǊŀƴŎƘ ǎǇǊƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ 
5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ƭƛƴŜΧέ 
Á WŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ά.ǊŀƴŎƘέ 

metaphor 

Ezekiel 37:24-28 ά5ŀǾƛŘ Ƴȅ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƛƴŎŜ 
ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΧέ 
Á Another indication that the messiah will 

come from the line of David 
Á Ultimately, the messiah will bring about 
ŀƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ άώDƻŘΩǎϐ 
ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳέ ς see 
Rev 21 

Daniel 3:25 ά[ƻƻƪΗ L ǎŜŜ ŦƻǳǊ ƳŜƴ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth 
looks like a son of the ƎƻŘǎΦέ 
Á Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego are 

saved from the furnace by one who 
άƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻŘǎέ ς a pre-
incarnate Jesus? 

Daniel 7:13-14 άLƴ Ƴȅ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ L ƭƻƻƪŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
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before me was one like a son of man, coming 
with the clouds of heaven. He approached 
the Ancient of Days and was led into his 
presence. He was given authority, glory and 
sovereign power; all peoples, nations and 
men of every language worshiped him. His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion that will 
not pass away, and his kingdom is one that 
ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘΦέ 
Á The messiah existed before becoming 

incarnate ς and will exist forever 

Daniel 9:20-27 άCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ 
and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed 
hƴŜΧέ 
Á Here we have an actual use of the 

Hebrew word for messiah ς ƻǊ άǘƘŜ 
ŀƴƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻƴŜέ 

Hosea 3:5 ά!ŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƪ 
the LORD their God and David their king. They 
will come trembling to the LORD and to his 
ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŘŀȅǎΧέ 
Á The messiah, from the line of David, will 

be present during the end times 

Hosea 11:1 ά²ƘŜƴ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ L ƭƻǾŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ 
ƻŦ 9ƎȅǇǘ L ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ƴȅ ǎƻƴΧέ 
Á Matt 2:15 records that Jesus came out of 

Egypt 

Jonah 1:17 ά.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦƛǎƘ ǘƻ 
swallow Jonah, and Jonah was inside the fish 
ǘƘǊŜŜ Řŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΧέ 
Á Some scholars believe that the story of 

Jonah and the fish is a foretelling of the 
death and resurrection of Jesus.  See 
Matt 12:40. 

Zechariah 3:8-9 άL ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ 
Řŀȅέ 
Á Zechariah continues the analogy of the 

Branch in reference to the messiah, and 
references the fact that through this 
.ǊŀƴŎƘΣ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ άǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
ƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ Řŀȅέ 

Zechariah 6:12-13 άLǘ ƛǎ ƘŜ ώǘƘŜ .ǊŀƴŎƘϐ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ 
temple of the LORD, and he will be clothed 
with majesty and will sit and rule on his 
ǘƘǊƻƴŜΦέ 

Zechariah 8:23 άLƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ Řŀȅǎ ǘŜƴ ƳŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ 
and nations will take firm hold of one Jew by 
ǘƘŜ ƘŜƳ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǊƻōŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅΣ Ψ[Ŝǘ ǳǎ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ 
you, because we have heard that God is with 
ȅƻǳΦΩέ 
Á The messiah will be a light to the whole 
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world, not just to the Jews 

Zechariah 9:9-10 ά{ŜŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƪƛƴƎ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ 
having salvation, gentle and riding on a 
ŘƻƴƪŜȅέ 
Á The Gospel writers associated this 

passage with the entering of Jesus into 
Jerusalem (Matt 21:1-9) 

Á άIŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  
Iƛǎ ǊǳƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜŀ ǘƻ ǎŜŀΦέ 

 

 
Zechariah 10:4 άCǊƻƳ WǳŘŀƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜέ 

Zechariah 11:12-13 ά{ƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǇŀƛŘ ƳŜ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƭǾŜǊέ 
Á Matt 26:15 records that Judas received 

30 pieces of silver for betraying Jesus 

Zechariah 12:10 ά¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ƻƴ ƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǇƛŜǊŎŜŘΧέ 
Á The messiah will come from the line of 

David 
Á ! Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LǎŀƛŀƘ άǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ 
ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘέ ǘƘŜƳŜ ς the messiah will be 
pierced 

Zechariah 13:1 άhƴ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ŀ Ŧƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
house of David and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and 
ƛƳǇǳǊƛǘȅέ 
Á The messiah will take away sins 

Malachi 3:1-3 ά{ŜŜΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ Ƴȅ ƳŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ 
prepare the way before me. Then suddenly 
the Lord you are seeking will come to his 
ǘŜƳǇƭŜΧέ 
Á A messenger (John the Baptist in 

Christian theology) will precede the 
coming of the Lord 

Malachi 4:5-6 ά{ŜŜΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ 9ƭƛƧŀƘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
that great and dreadful day of the LORD 
comes. He will turn the hearts of the fathers 
to their children, and the hearts of the 
children to their fathers; or else I will come 
ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎǳǊǎŜΦέ 
Á Elijah will return before the day of the 

Lord. 
Á ά!ƴŘ ƘŜ ώWƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘϐ will go on 

before the Lord, in the spirit and 
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power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of 
the fathers to their children and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the 
righteousτto make ready a people 
ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ ό[ǳƪŜ мΥмтύ 

Á ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ƳŜƴ ώǘƘŜ ¢ǿƻ ²ƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎϐ 
have power to shut up the sky so 
that it will not rain during the time 
ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǎȅƛƴƎΦέ όwŜǾ ммΥс ς 
see also 1 Kings 1:17) 

Characteristics of the messiah (Old Testament) 
 

 
 
If we combine our lists from the three sections of the Old Testament, we come up with the 
following characteristics of the messiah ς no wonder that the authors of the New Testament 
associated these characteristics with Jesus! 
 
Á The messiah will come out of Judah 
Á IŜΩƭƭ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ {ŀǘŀƴ όǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǇŜƴǘύ 
Á IŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ōƻǘƘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƪingly roles 
Á The messiah will be a Redeemer, and will live on earth 
Á ¢ƘŜ ƳŜǎǎƛŀƘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǎƻƴΤ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎƛŀƘ ƛǎ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ 
Á The messiah will suffer at the hands of his detractors 
Á The priestly authority of the messiah is through the order of Melchizedek ς not through the 

Levites 
Á The messiah will be rejected by some of his own people 
Á The messiah will be the final judge (and thus will be part of the end times) 
Á The messiah will bring peace to believers and a sword to nonbelievers 
Á The messiah will usher in a new era of peace and tranquility 
Á The divine messiah will become incarnate, born of a virgin (or a young woman) 
Á IŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƛƎƴ ƻƴ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ 
Á He will be proceeded by a messenger (Elijah, according to Micah) 
Á He will bring salvation to the Gentiles 
Á He will bear the sins of many (and will be severely persecuted for his efforts) 
Á He will perform miracles 
Á He existed before becoming incarnate 
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Á He will come up out of Egypt 

Apocrypha 
¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ά!ǇƻŎǊȅǇƘŀέ όŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ά!έύ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜction of books written in the Inter-
Testamental period (and into the 1st century).  In general, these books (2 Esdras and Prayer of 
Manasseh are exceptions) appeared in the Greek translation of the Old Testament known as 
the Septuagint, but not in Hebrew versions of the Old Testament. 
 
Before examining a book of the Apocrypha that contains many messianic allusions, we should 
ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ƳŜǎǎƛŀƴƛŎ ƭƛƴƪŀƎŜ ς the histories of the 
Maccabees (1st, 2nd and 3rd Maccabees).   Judas Maccabeus is almost the prototype of the type 
ƻŦ ƳŜǎǎƛŀƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ƻƭŘŜǊ .ƛōƭŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊƛŜǎ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
time were expecting ς a great military leader that frees the Jews from an occupying force, and 
re-consecrates the temple.  And yet, there are no references in the Apocrypha even suggesting 
that Judas might be the messiah.  Thus, the Jews of the Second Temple period must have been 
looking for additional characteristics in a messiah. 
The book of the Apocrypha that has the most messianic allusions (and is also the most 
ŀǇƻŎŀƭȅǇǘƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻŎǊȅǇƘŀƭ ōƻƻƪǎύ ƛǎ н 9ǎŘǊŀǎΦ  [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀŘ {Ŝŀ {ŎǊƻƭƭǎ όǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜΩƭƭ 
examine shortly), 2 Esdras has an almost Christian view of the messiah. 
 
While 2 Esdras does not appear in the Septuagint, it appears in the Slavonic Bible as 3 Esdras, 
and in an appendix in the Vulgate as 4 Esdras.  The work is very apocalyptic in tone, presenting 
a series of visions of the end times.  2 Esdras was probably written in 1st Century A.D. 
 
There are a number of messianic passages in 2 Esdras, and the messiah described therein is 
remarkably similar to the Christian concept of the messiah.  Among the key points: 
 
Á ¢ƘŜ ƳŜǎǎƛŀƘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǎƻƴ 
Á At one point the messiah will die ς but will be around during the end times 
Á The messiah will come from the line of David 
Á The messiah will be the final judge of the ungodly 
 
ά

28
For my son the Messiah shall be revealed with those who are with him, and those who remain shall 

rejoice four hundred years. 
29

After those years my son the Messiah shall die, and all who draw human 
ōǊŜŀǘƘΦέ όн 9ǎŘǊŀǎ тΥну-29, NRSV)   
 
ά

31
And as for the lion whom you saw rousing up out of the forest and roaring and speaking to the eagle 

and reproving him for his unrighteousness, and as for all his words that you have heard, 
32

this is the 
Messiah whom the Most High has kept until the end of days, who will arise from the offspring of David, 
and will come and speak with them. He will denounce them for their ungodliness and for their 
wickedness, and will display before them their contemptuous dealings. 

33
For first he will bring them alive 

before his judgment seat, and when he has reproved them, then he will destroy them. 
34

But in mercy he 
will set free the remnant of my people, those who have been saved throughout my borders, and he will 
makŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ŎƻƳŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘΣ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΦέ  όн 
Esdras 12:31-34, NRSV)  
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ά
32

When these things take place and the signs occur that I showed you before, then my Son will be 
revealed, whom you saw as a maƴ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀΦέ όн 9ǎŘǊŀǎ моΥонΣ bw{±ύ 
ά

37
Then he, my Son, will reprove the assembled nations for their ungodƭƛƴŜǎǎΧέ  όн 9ǎŘǊŀǎ моΥотΣ bw{±ύ 

Dead Sea Scrolls 
Many older Bible commentaries discuss the type of messiah that the Jews at the time of Jesus 
were looking for.  These older commentaries often state that a King David-type conqueror/king 
that would free the Jews from the Romans was the archetypical messianic figure.  However, the 
Dead Sea Scrolls (mostly written between 250 B.C. and 70 A.D.) shed a different light on Second 
Temple Jewish messianic expectations.  There is, for example, some evidence in the scrolls that 
1) the messiah would be divine (not just a temporal warrior/king) and that 2) the messiah 
would suffer.  
  

 
The Manual of Discipline (from the Dead Sea Scrolls Slide Set, Biblical Archaeology Society) 

 
The two main theories as to who wrote the Dead Sea Scrolls are 1) the Essenes (described in 
some detail as a Jewish religious sect by Josephus) and 2) the scrolls are the library of the 
Temple, taken to Qumran for safekeeping during the Jewish Revolt of the 1st century A.D.  
Regardless of which is the correct theory, we can make the statement that there was at least 
one prominent Jewish religious sect that had these proto-Christian ideas about the messiah ς 
and perhaps they were actually ideas believed by many Jews. 

A divine messiah? 

Like the Christian interpretation, the Scrolls seem to be expecting a divine messiah.  For 
example, one enigmatic scroll seems to discuss the messiah being (depending on the 
ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴύ άōŜƎŀǘέΣ άŜƴƎŜƴŘŜǊŜŘέΣ ƻǊ άŦŀǘƘŜǊŜŘέ ōȅ DƻŘΥ 
 
мvнуŀκмv{ŀ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƻŦ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ƳŜƴΣ ώǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǳƳƳƻƴŜŘ ǘƻϐ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
council, when [God] begets the Messiah with themΦέ ό¢ǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ōȅ CƭƻǊŜƴǘƛno Garcia Martinez, Shanks, 
p. 66) 
 

In a commentary on 2 Samuel 7:14, a messianic figure from the line of David is discussed.  This 
figure will rule at the end of time: 
 
пvмтп άΦΦΦƘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ .ǊŀƴŎƘ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘ ǿƘƻ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊƛǎŜΦΦΦώǘƻ ǊǳƭŜϐ ƛƴ ½ƛƻƴ ώŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘϐ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΦέ ό{ƘŀƴƪǎΣ ǇΦ суύ 










