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LQ@®S lftgleéea oSSy | adNBy3a o0StASOSNI Ay | RdzZ G {dzyRIF& { O
churches have quality, Biblicalbased adulfocused programs. Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to
downplay adult educatioh F2 OdzaAy3d 2y OKAf RNByQa SRdzOF GA2Yy oy2G | o6

GKS adzy OKdzZNOKSREé T 4 K S dtgpanditietldgyOsde ofiedzidifposehsigndded.dzNO K K A &

Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on bothBiirde and the basic tenets and history of the
Faith. Among the reasons:

1 Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the chgagfult Sunday School classes/Bible
studies may be their first serious iottuction to what Christianity is albaut

1 Christianity (and especially Evangelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular
culture (movies, music, etc.). We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith against
FOGar 0l 62N (2eTIONBE®PEER Saydin 1PME B: B R

1 Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history
of their Faith

To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and those justgstaut in the

G{ OK22ft 2F /KNRAaAlG&é0X LQ@BS 6NAGGSY + &ASNARSE 2F O2dz2NESa
Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church. The topics represented in these courses are
intendeR G2 020K FdzZNHKSNJ 0KS LI NIAOALIYGQa gl f1 Ay GKS CI
apolbgetics.

While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High School and
College projects, espediathe coursesdcused primarily on historical aspects.

One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I come from a Reformed
Church background), but | hope I've given ample time to other points of view throtighe various courses.
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Introduction

The Old Testament, the Apocrypha and the Dead Sea Scrolls cc~*~"~
prophecies of a coming messiah. Christians believe that this mes
has already come (and Micome again)¢ Jesus Christ. Alsc
Christians believe that the Messiahlesus; is divine, the very Sor
of God. Using the three aforementioned sources, a strong case
be made (as was made by the Gospel writers) that Jesus wasl/is
promised messih.

In this cours& ¢ $xarhifie many of the more wethown »
messianic propheaes in the Old Testament, and in other Second Temple Judalsm sources, and
AaK2¢ K2g (GKSe& AYOISNERSOG sAGK GKS / KNRauAly O
observations2 y G KS GNRO1 & ljdzSaidAizy 2F oKIFIG {AYyR 27
expecting. Many Bible commentaries written before the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls state
GKIFIG GKS WSga 2F WSadzaQ GAYS 6SNB afl théhvijohty 3 F2 N
of subjugation by the Romans. The Dead Sea Scrolls seem to paint quite a different picture of
what the coming messiah would be likea picture must more like the Christian image of the

messiah.

Quiz
1. T/FMessialh & | DNBS] 62NBRYSYSA&Y I al y2AY
2. T/F Most Christians and Jews are united in their respective interpretations of the

GadzFFSNAY3I aSNOFyidé¢ LI aalk3asSa Ay LalAlFK

T/F All messianic prophecies in the Old Testament refer to the First Coming of Christ

T/F There are no references in the Olkelstament to a divine messiah

T/F According to the book of Genesis, the messiah will be descended from the tribe of

Judah

T/IFChristo & GKS FrYAfe yIFIYS 2F WS&adzaQ Tl G§KSNE

T/F In the Apocrypha, Judas Maccabeus is presented as the messiah

TIFNoSeo6R ¢SYLIX S WdzRIFAAaY gNAGAYy3Ia NBFSNI G2

T/F According to the Old Testament, the messiah will receive his priestly authority from

the Levites

10.T/F According to the Old Testament, the messiah will br
salvation to the Gentiles

akrw

© oNO

Nomenclature

Messah O2YS& FNRBY I | SoNBS 62NR Fy2Ayi
Greek, the word was translated &hristos hence the nomenclature\
GwSadza GKS / KNRAGE D Ly WwdzRI A NAAGAL Y

meaning, which we will explore in this course. (Note: he Old
Testament, prominent officials were anointedSamuel, for example,
anointed both Saul and David.)



Old Testament

The main source of prophecy foretelling the coming of Jesus is found, of course, in the Old
Testament. By some estimates, there arero3@0 messignic prophecies in the Old Testament.
Ly GKA&a aSOiAz2zys ¢SQff SEIFYAYS &a2YS 2F GKS Y2

For many Christians, the paramount importance of the Old Testament is as a foundation for the
new. The coming of Jesus is foretold in tHe Testament, and realized in the New.

Historical books

While messianic prophecy is sparse in the Old Testament historical books, there are some key
references. We learn that the messiah will:

A Come out of Judah

A Battle with Satan (the serpent)

A Will haveboth priestly and kingly roles

A Will be a latter day Moses.

Reference Notes

Genesis 3:145 GXKS gAft ONMHzaK @&2dz

KA&d KSSf d¢

A Many people view that this is the firs
Messianic prophecy in the Bible, viewi
GKFG GKS &yobr head, farid
@2dz gAff AGNR]1S K
to the death of Jesus on the cross a
the ultimate victory of Christ over Satan

VAly i .

Ny e (1

Genesis 49:10 G¢KS &a0Ss gAtE

0KS NOzZ SNRa adlFF TN

A The firstindication in the Bible that the
Messiah will come from the tribe 0
Judah (the tribe of Jesus)

Numbers 24:17 a! adlFN gAft 0O02YS 2

NR &S 2dzi 2F L&NI St o

A This verbiage was connected with tf
messiah in the Dead Sea Scrolls

Deutelonomy L sAff NFXYrA&S dzLJ F2

18:15,1819 waz2adS5S4a6 FNRY |Yz2y3 |

A The role of this foretold prophet wa
associated with Jesus see John 6:14
John 7:40, Acts 3:223




Reference

Notes

| Samuel 2:35

AL sAft NIAAS dANRBEN
A The role of Jesus as a great priest

discussed in Hebrews

The Psalms and Job

While we often think of the Psalms as being comprised primarily of praise songs, there is
actually a great deal of messianic prophecy contained within.

characteristics already listed in the historical books):

A The messiah will be a Redeemer, and will live on earth
A ¢KS YSaaArAl K A& D2RQa az2yT GKS YSaaail
A The messiah will suffer at the hands of his detractors
A The priestly authority ofhe messiah is through the order of Melchizedgkot through the
Levites
A The messiah will be rejected by some of his own people
Reference Notes
Job 19:25 aL 1y2¢ GKHG Ye W,SIV?
iKS SYyR KS gAatt adly
A The messiah amancarnate redeemer
Psalms 2 da,2dz FNB Yeé {2yT

CliKSNXE

A In this chapter of Psalms, we see many
the elements of messianic prophecy fro
a Christian standpoint the messiah as ¢
king, as the anointed one, as a son
God

A SomeN} yatliAz2ya R2y
FYR ! y2AYGiSR hyS¢

Psalms 22:1,16,18

aXiKSe KIFI@S LIASNDSR

A Psalms 22 contains several messia
allusions that have New Testame
counterparts

A Verse one contains words that Jes
speaks from the crogMatt 27:46)

A Verse 16 refers to the piercing of th
hands and feet (Jesus was, of cour
crucified)

A +SNAS mMyY aGe¢KSe@

among them and cast lots for m

We learnd@itian to the

K

Aa

RA ¢



Reference Notes

Ot 20 KAy3é OW2KY

Psalms 118:22 G¢KS aid2yS GKS o0dzit

thed LA G2y SXE

A Jesus quotes this verse in all thr
Synoptic Gospels (Matt 21:42, Ma
12:10, Luke 20:17) and the verse
quoted in reference to Jesus in Acts 4:
and 1 Peter 2:7

Psalms 110:4 G¢KS [hw5 alea G2 Y

hand until | make yar enemies a footstoo

T2NJ 82dzNJ FSSGX¢

A Verse 1 is perhaps the clearest indicati
in the Old Testament of a divine messi
¢ Jesus quotes it in Luke 20:44; Peter
also refers to this verse in Acts 2:38

A Verses 24 note that a single messiah w
have KS | (G NAOdzi Sa
LORD will extend your mighty scept
FNRY %BA2yX¢é |yR K
priest forever, in the order o
aSt OKAT SRS @£ 0 b 2
is not passed down through the Levitic
line, but rather through the aler line of
the mysterious Melchizedek (se
Hebrews 7, for example)

The prophets

The major and minor prophets provide a veritable cornucopia of messianic references, and
introduce the elements of an end times messiah. Messianic characteristics of th@aimes
introduced in the prophets include:

A The messiah will be the final judge (and thus will be part of the end times)
A The messiah will bring peace to believers and a sword to nonbelievers
A The messiah will usher in a new era of peace and tranquility
A The diine messiah will become incarnate, born of a virgin (or a young woman)
Al1S gAff NBAIY 2y 51 FARQa GKNRYS F2NBOISNJ
A He will be proceeded by a messenger (Elijah, according to Malachi)
A He will bring salvation to the Gentiles
A He will bear the sins of many (and Mk severely persecuted for his efforts)
A He will perform miracles
A He existed before becoming incarnate
A He will be present at the end times
A He will come up out of Egypt
Reference Notes
Isaiah 2:24 G¢KSe gAftft oSHG GKS

andtheirdJSI NBA Ay (2 LINHzy
A Similar to the description of the Ne




Reference

Notes

Heaven, the New Earth, and the N¢
Jerusalem in Rev 21

Isaiah 4:24

aLy GKFG RFe GKS . N
0SIdzlAFdzE FyR 3t 2NR:2
A Isaiah introduces the metaphor of th
messiah as a Bnch
A ¢KS YSaailK gAfft
2dzRIYSY G yR &L
A Jesus as the final judge is discuss
in Rev 20:1115
A Jesus baptizes with the Spirit ar
with Fire (Matt 3:11)

Isaiah 7:14

G¢KS OGANBAY @Aff 0 S

bithtoasy = FyR gAtt OFf

A Another sign of an Goihcarnate
messiah¢ LYYl ydzSt YSI
dza¢ 0aSS Itaz2 al G

A {2YS aOKz2tl Na O2y
AK2dzZ R 0SS OGN¥yafl
CPKAOK R2SayQi OKI
becoming incarnaten earth

Isaiah 9:17

a!' yR K g At 0S Ol f
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince
t SI 0S¢
A Another strong indication of a divine
incarnate messiah
A ¢KSaS @SNESa OlyQ
earthly king who lives and dies, becau
KS gAff GNBAIYy 2
FTNRY (KFG GAYS 2

Isaiah 11:110

a! akKz22d @Attt 02YS
Jesse; from his roots a Branch will be
F NHzA (0 X €

A The messiah will come from Judah (Je
was the father of Kind David)

A While the messih will be stern in rooting
2dzi dzyNAIKGS2dzay S3
KA a f A LJa KS gAff
ultimately, the messiah will bring peag
0a¢KS g2t F oAffcskel
Revelation 21:56)

Isaiah 40:18

a! @2A0S 27T 2d¢sert ptebdre
the way for the LORD; make straight in t
gAft RSNYySaa || KAIKGI ¢
A The role assigned John the Baptist in {




Reference Notes
New Testament (Matt 3-B)
8.
W i
Isaiah 42:14 a1l SNBE A& Y& aSNBl yli
OK2aSy 2yS Ay sK2Y |
A The mesiah will bring justice
A ¢KS YSaairlK g2yQi
will not shout or cry out, or raise hi
@g2A0S Ay GKS aidNBS
Isaiah 49:17 aL gAfft Fftaz YIS @

that you may bring my salvation to the en

2F GKS SINIKe

A Verse 6 $ key to understanding th
Christian concept of the messiah. T
messiah is not just a leader to lead tk
Jewish people out of bondage, but rath
Fftaz2 | aftAIKGEG F2NJ
fast acceptance of Christianity by Gent
(Greek, Roman) audiees in the 1 and
2" century, this point is especiall
important.

Isaiah 52:1315, 53

A a1'S g1a RSaLAEASR |
man of sorrows, and familiar wit
AdzZF FSNRA Yy IXE

A aC2NJ KS 02NB (KS
AYyiSNODSaairzy FT2NI
A These ¥l Y2dza G&adzFT¥

passages are among the mqg
controversial in the Bible. Christiaf
point to them because of the
obvious parallels with Jesugsa man
rejected and murdered, who bor
the sins of many.

A Many Jewish scholars view th
these passags are not about the
messiah at all, but are rathg
referring to Israel. However, ther
are some intriguing passages in t
Dead Sea Scrolls that show™:
Temple Jewish expectations of
GadzFFSNAyYy3I aSNBI

10



Reference

-7, 4
a7 Y
7

e
-!!.'"_ 4
L

Isaiah 59:1620

S w S &M& tJ Zign) fo
aS Ay WIF 0206 6K2

LJdzi 2y NA 3 K
breastplate, and the helmet of salvatig
2y KAA& KSIRXE

Isaiah 61:13

G¢KS {LANRXRG 2F (GKS
because the LORD has anointed
topreachgoodng a (2 (K

A The messiah as the anointed one
A ¢KS YSaarlK ogAff
@Sy 3aASEYyOS 2F 2dzNJ L

Isaiah 62:11

G{SSx @2dzNJ { I BA2NJ O3
A The messiah as a savior

Jeremiah 23:%

G¢CKAA Aa GKS ylIYS o
The LORD Our Righté y S & & @ ¢
A Jeremiah, like Isaiah, uses the Brar
metaphor to describe the messiah, who
A Is a king in the line of David (Juda
and
A 2 xff 08 OorttSs
wA 3K G S 2gangfferasigs that
the messiah will be divine (simile
language is used to descrik
Melchizedek)

Jeremiah 33:148

aL egAft YF1S F NAIK

5 BARQ& f Ay SXé

A WSNBYALI K O2y Ay dz
metaphor

Ezekiel 37:248

G5 AR Y& &ASNBIyi

F2NBJSNXE

A Another indication that the messiah w
come from the lie of David

A Ultimately, the messiah will bring abot
Iy SY@ANRBYYSyd A
Iv?éléff}\)fﬂ LIX I OS c&éef
Rev 21

Daniel 3:25

a[221H L &aSS F2dz2NJ Y

fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourt

looks like asonofthAd 2 Ra ® ¢

A Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego i
saved from the furnace by one wh
at221a tA1S | cape
incarnate Jesus?

Daniel 7:1314

GLY Y& QAaA2Y a4y

11
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Notes

before me was one like a son of man, com
with the clouds of haven. He approache
the Ancient of Days and was led into

presence. He was given authority, glory a
sovereign power; all peoples, nations al
men of every language worshiped him. H
dominion is an everlasting dominion that w
not pass away, and hikkingdom is one that
gAftt YySOSNI 6S RSailNZ
A The messiah existed before becomi

incarnateg and will exist forever

Daniel 9:227 GCNBY GKS Aaadzay3a 2
and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointe
hy SX§

A Here we have an actual use ofet
Hebrew word for messiahg 2 NJ ¢
Fy2AyiSR 2y S¢é

Hosea 3:5 a! FGSNBIFNR GKS LaNI
the LORD their God and David their king. T
will come trembling to the LORD and to |
of Saairy3da Ay (GKS 13
A The messiah, from the line @avid, will

be present during the end times

Hosea 11:1 G2 KSy LaN} St gl a |
2F 93@LJi L OFfftSR Yg¢
A Matt 2:15 records that Jesus came out

Eg)fpt S _

Jonah 1:17 a . dzi UKS [ hwb LINZ O

swallow Jonah, and Jonah wiaside the fish
G§KNBS RIFI&a FyR (KNB{
A Some scholars believe that the story
Jonah and the fish is a foretelling of tk
death and resurrection of Jesus. S
Matt 12:40.

Zechariah 3:®

aL oAttt NBY20S (KS
RI&¢
A Zecharah continues the analogy of th
Branch in reference to the messiah, a
references the fact that through thi
NI yOKX D2R gAff
frYyR AYy | aAy3afS R

Zechariah 6:143

aLd ArAa KS wiKS . NI
temple of the LORD, anhe will be clothed
with majesty and will sit and rule on h
G§KNRY SdE

Zechariah 8:23

aLy GK2a$sS RlIe&a GSy
and nations will take firm hold of one Jew
0KS KSY 2F KA& NRo6S
you, because we have heard that Giedwith
e 2dzpQ¢

A The messiah will be a light to the who

12
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Notes

world, not just to the Jews

Zechariah 9:40

G{SS> @2dzNJ {Ay3 O2Y

having salvation, gentle and riding on

R2y{1Se¢

A The Gospel writers associated th
passage with the enteringf Jesus intg
Jerusalem (Matt 21:9)

A a1'S Attt LINROEfFAY
I Ad Nz S oAttt SEGS

S

Zechariah 10:4

ACNEY WARIK SAff O2

Zechariah 11:143

a{2 GKS& LIAR YS (K}
A Matt 26:15 record that Judas receive
30 pieces of silver for betraying Jesus

Zechariah 12:10

Ge¢KSe gAtft €221 2V

LA SNOSRX ¢

A The messiah will come from the line
David

At O2yilAydzZ Gazy 27
AS NI vy & thel KeSNaB will be
pierced
Zechariah 13:1 dhy GKFG RFE& F F2dzy

house of David and the inhabitants
Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin a
A Y LIdzNR G & ¢

A The messiah will take away sins

Malachi 3:13

a{SSzZ L oAff aSYyR

prepare the wg before me. Then suddenl

the Lord you are seeking will come to H

GSYLX SX¢

A A messenger (John the Baptist
Christian theology) will precede th
coming of the Lord

Malachi 4:56

Ga{SS> L oAttt aSyR &j
that great and dreadful da of the LORL
comes. He will turn the hearts of the fathe
to their children, and the hearts of th
children to their fathers; or else | will com
FYR adNR1S GKS fFyR
A Elijah will return before the day of th
Lord.
A a! YR KS oW2 il godrK
before the Lord, in the spirit an

13
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Notes

power of Elijah, to turn the hearts @
the fathers to their children and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the
righteous to make ready a peopls
LINB LI NBR F2NJ GKS
G¢KSaS YSy wiKS
have power to shut up the sky g
that it will not rain during the time

iKSe | NB

see also 1 Kings 1:17)

LINE LIK & ¢

Characteristics of the messiah (Old Testament)

M A

)

A \ A
v
7

e/

Y/

M) W/

If we combine our lists from the three sections of the Old Testament, amecup with the
following characteristics of the messigno wonder that the authors of the New Testament
associated these characteristics with Jesus!

I I v v D D D

I v v DD DD D D

The messiah will come out of Judah

ol Gif
Kl &8

| SQf f
| SQf f

S 4A0K
0 idgly Koles INR Sa Gt &

The messiah will be a Redeemer, and will live on earth

¢tKS YSaail K

Ad D2RQa azyT

The messiah will suffer at the hands of his detractors
The priestly authority of the messiah is through the order of Melchizedest through the

Levites

The messiah will be rejected by some of his own people

{Fialy o

u
I

The messiah will be the final judge (and thus will be part of the end times)

The messiah will bring peace to believers and a sword to nonbelievers

The messiah will usher in a new era ebpe and tranquility

The divine messiah will become incarnate, born of a virgin (or a young woman)

1 S gAff NBA

3y 2y 51 @GARQA

GKNRYS F2NBISNJ

He will be proceeded by a messenger (Elijah, according to Micah)
He will bring salvation to the Gentiles
He will beatthe sins of many (and will be severely persecuted for his efforts)

He will perform miracles

He existed before becoming incarnate

14



A He will come up out of Egypt

Apocrypha
¢KS GSNY &' LI2ONBLKI ¢ o QtohJafibboks wittert i theNJat&r S NA
Testamental period (and into theentury). In general, these books (2 Esdras and Prayer of

Manasseh are exceptions) appeared in the Greek translation of the Old Testament known as
the Septuagint, but not in Hebrew kg&ons of the Old Testament.

-

z

[N

Befae examining a book of the Apocrypha that contains many messianic allusions, we should
FANBO LRAY(G 2dzi a2YS 06221a 6KA Qkhe RstofleQafthey 1 S |
Maccabees (1, 2" and 3% Maccabees). Judas Maccabeus is almost theofype of the type

2T YSaaAlK GKFEG gFra RSAONAROSR Ay 2ftRSNJ . Ao6fS
time were expecting; a great military leader that frees the Jews from an occupying force, and
re-consecrates the temple. And yet, there areneferences in the Apocrypha even suggesting

that Judas might be the messiah. Thus, the Jews of the Second Temple period must have been
looking for additional characteristics in a messiah.

The book of the Apocrypha that has the most messianic allusiond @ also the most
FLIR2OFf@LWAO 2F (GKS ' L2ONBLKIE o0221a0 A& H 9
examine shortly), 2 Esdras has an almost Christian view of the messiah.

oLVl

While 2 Esdras does not appear in the Septuagint, it appears in thenigl@®ible as 3 Esdras,
and in an appendix in the Vulgate as 4 Esdras. The work is very apocalyptic in tone, presenting
a series of visions of the end times. 2 Esdras was probably writt€hGeritury A.D.

There are a number of messianic passages ls@as, and the messiah described therein is
remarkably similar to the Christian concept of the messiah. Among the key points:

¢tKS YSaaAlK Aa D2RQa azy

At one point the messiah will digbut will be around during the end times
The messiah will come frothe line of David

The messiah will be the final judge of the ungodly

v > > >

&°For my son the Messiah shall be revealed with those who are with him, and those who remain shall
rejoice four hundred year§.9After those years my son the Messiah shall die, andvatl draw human
ONBI §KdPE 0629, NRSWRNI & TYHY

&'And as for the lion whom you saw rousing up out of the forest and roaring and speaking to the eagle

and reproving him for his unrighteousness, and as for all his words that you have Hieaisljs he

Messiah whom the Most High has kept until the end of days, who will arise from the offspring of David,

and will come and speak with them. He will denounce them for their ungodliness and for their

wickedness, and will display before them their contemplacdealings?sFor first he will bring them alive

before his judgment seat, and when he has reproved them, then he will destroy tHBort.in mercy he

will set free the rennant of my people, those who have been saved throughout my borders, and he will

makS GKSY 22@e7FdzZ dzyiAt GKS SyR 02YSasx (GKS RIFI& 2F 2dzR3I)
Esdras 12:3134, NRSV)

15



&“When these things take place and the signs occur that | showed you before, then my Son will be
revealed, whomyousawasayhia O2 YAy 3 dzLJ FNRY (KS &SI ®¢ o6u 9&RNIa wmo
&Then he, my Son, will reprove the assembled nations for theirdingoy S & & X ¢ 6H 9aRNI & MoYc

Dead Sea Scrolls

Many older Bible commentaries discuss the type of messiah that the Jews at the tiresusf

were looking for. These older commentaries often state that a King Bygwedconqueror/king

that would free the Jews from the Romans was the archetypical messianic figure. However, the
Dead Sea Scrolls (mostly written between 250 B.C. and 7Psh&l a different light on Second
Temple Jewish messianic expectations. There is, for example, some evidence in the scrolls that
1) the messiah would be divine (not just a temporal warrior/king) and that 2) the messiah
would suffer.

The Manual of Biipline(from the Dead Sea Scrolls Slide Set, Biblical Archaeology Society)

The two main theories as to who wrote the Dead Sea Scrolls are 1) the Essenes (described in
some detail as a Jewish religious sect by Josephus) and 2) the scrolls are theofilitary
Temple, taken to Qumran for safekeeping during the Jewish Revolt of theeritury A.D.
Regardless of which is the correct theory, we can make the statement that there was at least
one prominent Jewish religious sect that had these piGtwistian ideas about the messiah

and perhaps they were actually ideas believed by many Jews.

A divine messiah?

Like the Christian interpretation, the Scrolls seem to be expecting a divine messiah. For
example, one enigmatic scroll seems to discuss the messahg (depending on the
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council, when [Godbegets the Messiah with thee 6 ¢ N
p. 66)

In a commentary on 2 Samuel 7:14, a messianic figure from the line of David is discussed. This
figure will rule at the end of time:

nvMTn GOPOPKS Aad (GKS . NI}yOK 2F 5 QAR YO 20K Kty | NEa 3.ambd c

16















