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LQ@S | f gl & abelie®biy adlt SandadBaofidbl classes and Bible studies in our churches. And many
churches have quality, Biblicalbased adulfocused programs. Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to

R2gy LI e | RdzZ § SRdzOF A2y 3 oF@badiing yhiseld, yr fodukingfoR tNdngedsiof S R dzO |
GKS adzy OKdzZNOKSREé T 4 K S dtgpanditietldgyOsde ofiedzidifposehsigndded.dzNO K K A &

Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the Bible and the basic tenets ang dfistoe
Faith. Among the reasons:

1 Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the chqixttult Sunday School classes/Bible

studies may be their first serious introduction to what Christianity is all about
1 Christianity (and especially Ehgelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular

culture (movies, music, etc.). We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith against a

GFrO1 62NJ (2 LINRPOGARS | aNBFRe& RSFTSyaSé¢ Fa tSGSNI ales
1 Evenadult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history

of their Faith

To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and those just starting out in the

G{ OK22f R2ROLEKMNARGAESY || aSNASa 2F O2dzNBSa (KIG F20dza 2y
Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church. The topics represented in these courses are
AYUiUSYRSR (2 020K ¥ diditkeSaith, asn@ll asbeNd as @ dtdrtingy/podi tor Christian-apol

getics.

While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High Schdel and Co
lege projects, especially the coursesdsed primarily othistorical aspects.

One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I come from a Reformed
Church background), but | hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughout the various courses.

Cover: Albigensian worshippers on the banks of the Riigngraving from Wylie)
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Introduction
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which they pursue of their own mere choice, and from the pursuit incur and admit the name of heretics.

Thus, not being Chrisins, they have acquired no right to the Christian Scriptures; and it may be very fai

te AFAR G2 OKSY:Z 62K2 FINB 22dK 2KSYy FyR sKSylOS RAR &3
to do with that which is mine? Indeed, Marcion, by what right do yewhny wood? By whose permi
AA2Yy3 xFfSyGAydzaz I NB @2dz RA @S NliThe/Mesdiftidh againskds I Ya 2F Y
retic€ 0

In this course we will attempt to look at some of the primary heresies and schisms of the first fiue cent

ries ofthe Christian Church, starting with New Testament references, and continuing through totthe ba

GtSa 2F {(dd ! dAdzAGAYS 3 Ayad GKS tStFr3IAlyaod I f
much of the Apostles Creed was written), the followersAoius (against whom much of the Nicene

Creed was written), the @atists, and others.

Why bother to study heresies and schisms that, purportedly died out 1800 years ago? Because

strains of, say, Gnosticism have reappeared in modern religious systelm® K & (KS eabS¢g ! 3
ment, which sometimes claims to be compatible with Christianity. A good example of the modern
echoing the ancient might be seen by comparing the following quote f8tan Trek \(spoken in a d

alogue between Captain Kirkand@rO/ 2@ | FGSNJ 6KS SYydSNIINARaS KFa TFlA
of the Universe), and a quote fronf 8entury heretic Mbnoimus:

Star Trek V:Dr. McCoy GL& D2R NBFffe 2dzi G§KSNBKE

CaptainKirk dal @80S KSQa y2i{y0 2dKS AEKSRENE K 2 yiSdzw v afk ST NJ
Monoimus:d X4SS1 F2NJ I AY FNRBY o02dzi 2F0 GKeaStFz I yR
d2dz2 X Y& O02Re@XAF @&2dz  OO0OdzN» 1Ste Ay@SadAadalad GK
rality, in thyself, accdk A y3 G2 GKI G GAGE ST FyR GGKFG 1S THeyRa G(KS 2
Refutation of All Heresie€hapter 8, Hippolytus, Translated By The Rev. J. ¢inafeon, M.A)

and God the &bher.

Definitions

Before we embark on this journey, we should consider a few definitions. Thehereny (as itis used
today) means:

"An opinion or doctrine not in line with the accepted teaching of the church; the opposite of orthodoxy"
(Holman Hble Dictionary)

The term comes from the Gredlairesit ¢ KA OK OF'y YSIy adGKS OG0 I2F OKz2?2
ly used in the Bibleot mean sect or party. The term is used in various ways in the Newnast as
the chart below indicates:

Reference Usage
Acts 5:17, 15:5, 26:5 | Party or sect




Reference Usage
Acts 24:14, 28:22 Used by Jews to describe groups th
had left the mainstream of Judaism
1Cor 11:19, Gal 5:20, | Used by Paul to describe those that

Titus 3:10 caused dissension
2 Pet2:1 Used by Peter to describe False
Prophets
tKS Dy2aiGA0a ¢6SNB || LINRYAYSyd SEFYLXS 2F SINIeée a

different than those of the esthlished church.

Another term that will prove useful in this discussiorsihism or an "ecclesiastical cleavage". Sehi

maA 04 RARY Qi ySOSaalNARt& RAA&AIINBS gAGK [/ KdNOK R20
tice. Novatian ad the Donatists probably originally fit into this category. t&d@&xample of a schism in

the established church was the Protestant Reformatidrowever, the Inquisition also viewed the early

Reformers as heretics.

Heresy Quiz

The quizzes in my couisare traditional T/F, and usually mber 1015 questions. Here, we present
only one multiplechoice quiz question. There is only one correct answer, in terms of the accepted do
trines in the Christian Church. All other answers reflect the views afusagaly heresies:

Pick the statement below that best describes the being of Christ:

Christ was a divine spirit, not a physical man

Christ was a man that had a divine spirit dwelling within him

Christ was a great prophet, but not divine

Christ was divie, but on a lower level than the Father

Christ was fully God and fully Man; of one substance with the Father

o > B

Gnosticism

The primary form of Christian heresy in the very Early Church wagiGsim. The term comes from the
Greek wordgnosis meaning knowldge. Gnosticism was vigorously refuted by Paul, John et iR

the New Testament, as well as by many of the Early Church Fathers, including Irenaeus, Terplian, Hi
polytus, and Justyn Martyr. General characteristics ofseism include:

A They beliged in salvation througlgnosis or knowledge, not through faith. They often believed
that Christ was a revealer of the hidden knowledge necessary for salvation.

A Gnostics believed in a body of secret instructions given to the apostles by Christ, and would
point to New Testament verses such as Mark 883or 1 Cor 2: G as indicators of the esd
tence of such a body of knowledge.

A Some Gnostics viewed Christ as a great prophet, but notiag lolivine

A Many Gnostics believed Dualism or the view that thee are two Gods of equal power in the
Universe- one evil (who created the world and all material things), and one good (who created
all spiritual and heavenly things). The "evil" God was often associated with the Old Testament
God. The battle between thgood god and the evil god was often expressed in terms of the
battle of the Kingdom of Light vs. Kingdom of Darkness.



A Some Gnostics believed that the soul (created by the "good god") was lured (by the "evil god")
into the transitory physical body. Hendbe goal of humankind is to escape from the evil phys
cal body and return to the godhead, or become one with the "good god". As a result, some
Dy2aitArodoa o0StASOSR GKIG 2ySQa azdzZ O2dzZ R 32 (K
body (reincaration).

A The Gnostics believed that there was revealed truth to be found in maligyons

A {AyO0S (KS aS@gAfé¢ 3I2R ONBIGSR SOSNRGKAYE 62NI R
terial things are evil. Two practices came out of this view. One wasteam® form ofascetic-
ism ¢ denial of the flesh; and the other wasantinomianism Antinomianism basically states
GKIFIGX aiAyOS (KS 02Re& Ad AYKSNByGfte S@OAf S odzi
@82dzNJ 02Re 6&a2Nl 27 (K8 NBRSEE BNEBA2TI yidbnNROSI| N

A Some Gnostics believed that there were different spiritual levels of human beings. Those on the
highest level were guaranteed salvation; those on the lowest level were denied salvation, and
everyone in between had taght for salvation.

A Some Gnostics believed Docetism {rom Gr.dokesis or senblance), which viewed that Christ
was a pure spirit, not a flesh and blood human being. This view comes out of the dualist vie
LRAYG GKFG YFEGGSN Aar OiNBdzal SIR WP AYT i3SI (A2 f 2 F
never exist in a carnal, fleshly form. (1 John4i:2 John 7 may be refattons).

Origins and Influences

By modern standards, Gnosticism seems so different fronst@mity as to be a different religionAs it
turns out, Gnosticism was a blend of Christianity with other Middle Eastern pphies and religions,
such as Zoroastrianism and NB@tonism. We examine several of theurfices here.

Misuse of Paul and John's writings

Many of the early GnagsA O& dza SR LJ NI a 2ifys a$ Sificatiaddos their Beliefs) iz Q& &
should be noted that Paul himself vigorously refuted these misinterpretations of hisodpyeolSome
examples include:

A Col 2:2623, which is probably a refutation of @ticism, was used by Gnostics as a justification
of antinomianism, the af@y Sy 1 A2y SR 4&4SEX RNHA&ZI YR NRO1l 3 |
A{2YS Dy2adAr0a AFAR GKIFG tI df Q6w X ahhtichdf e LING F
Gnostic view of multiple levels of beliers (or levels of spidglity)

Early Gnostics also misused the writings of John the Apostle (who also vigorously refuted the misuse).
Some examplesiclude:



u
(John 8:32) Wwa OA R o0& az2yYy$S Dyz2adaAro
0KNRdZAK 3Jy2ardaé OASGLRAYID
A Because John uses the imagery of light vs. darkness (Johid)] the Gne-
tics tried to find a dualist tone to the gsages
A The Gnostics tried to find validation for theiew of a body of secret kme
ledge passed on by Christ to the apostles in John 20:30 and John 21:25

A W2KyQa aildi8YSyld b,2dz aKFtt 1y2¢
S4S

Irenaeus (c. 180 A.D.) makes reference to the Gnostic misuse of JohrAgahist
Heresies

G¢K23SS Y2NB2OSNE ¢ ReentufyBhodtid, mairgledpiBug sk §f tzt acéordingito
John, to illustrate their conjunctions, shall be proved to be totally in error by means of this velry$sb X ¢
(IrenaeusAgainst heresieBook 3, Chapter 11)

Neo-Platonism
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the Soul)
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proponent was Jeish philosopher Philo of Alexandria, who believed: N N
] E3N :\Tf*ﬁ%{*ﬁ* <
A God is indefinala, and has no contact with carnal (materialpstance A
A One Supreme forcddgos created the material world ("Word" of God o / M\
"Reason" of God) \ZL:W \\ -
A Humans strive for freedom from an of the body N

A Reincarnation is possible for those netaased at death

Esse$ & 6at A2dza hyS&aéov
The Essenes, described by Josephus as being one of the thvish Jeligious sects or parties extant
around the time of Christ, may have been the group that wrote all or part of the Dead Sea Scrolls. The
Dead Sea Scrolls tend to deberiearthly life as a battlediween good and evil (characterized as the
Sons of Light/Sons of Darkness). The scrolls also refer to two spirits governing man (truth and error).
Note that the Dead Sea Scrolls group solidljelved in the God of Moses, ameere in no way dualistic.
However, later Gnostics could have interpreted their language as being dualist.xamples follow:
a! G GKS 0S3IAYYyAYy3d 2F GKS dyRSNII{Ay3 2F (GKS azy
darkness,thegrmgT . St A I-,f >§é2 uaKIEFQ éj)\VOl SR){Séé aKLFtt oS fF
y2 adzZNUAY2N 27T WS of éhe Foas oRLight Rdaihkk theSSans daf DarkiBassows, p.
390)

a 27
AR f:
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them until the appointed time of his visitation; they are the spirits of truth and of error. In the abode of

light are the origins of truth, and from the source of darkness are the origins of error. hmatigof the

prince of lights is dominion over all sons of righteousness; in the way of light they walk. And in the hand

of the angel of darkness is all dominion over the songreand in the ways of darkness they walk. And

by the angel of darkness the straying of all the sons of righteousness...but the God of Israel and-his a

38t 2F (ONMziK KI @S K SManuddRDidciplibeBuidv§ p. 8y & 2F f A IK{ dé )



Zoroastrianism

Various Middle Eastern mystery religions also probably had a lgcinon Gnosticism. One wae-Z
roastrianism, founded by Psian Prophet Zoroaster (6305537 BC). In this religion, a battle between
light (Ormazd) and darkness (Ahriman) features prominently. Zoroaster believed that new grdat prop
ets appear at 1,00Qear ntervals.

New Testament refutations and references

Gnosticism was already in existence as the books of the Netariient were being written. Thus, we
would expect to see some references and refutations of Gnosticism in the NstawnBant.

One postble early reference can be found in Acts-84 with the story of Simon the Magician. Simon is
the sorcery that tries to buy the power of the Holy Sgiréind is denounced by Peter:

°Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in theaod amazed all the people of
Samaria. He boasted that he was someone gr]é)at;d all the people, both high and low, gave him their

FGGSydAazy FyYR SEOfFAYSRE G¢KAA Yy ATaeyfolioded Rh OA Y S L2 6

because he had amadethem for a long time with his magi¢’But when they believed Philip as he
preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both
men and women*Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he followedpPéverywhere, ast-

nished by the great signs and miracles he saw.

% KSy {AY2Y &alg¢g GKIG GKS {LANRG ¢6F&a 3IAGSY Ini GKS f
ey YR &4FARZ 4aDAOGS YS | faz2 GKAA L oAf A leeeiveitRe HONKI G SIS
{LARNREDENI | yAasSNBRY dalé &2dNJ Y2y $Seé LISNAAK 6AGK &2dz
of God with money!21You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before
God. ”’Repent of this wickednesand pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive you for having such a
thoughtinyourheart® 2 NJ L a48S GKIFG &2dz F NB Fdzf 2F oAdGGSNYySaa

¢ KSY {AY2Y LYyasSNBRE GtNlé& G2 (GKS [2NR F2NJ Y$S az
(Acts 8: 912, 1824, NIV)

The New Testament writers, including Paul, John, Peter and Judeliagg Gnostic thought in their
writings. Some examples are below. It should be noted that in a few cases, there mighebgroups
that are being refued, also.

Heresy Refuted Denouncer References
Gnosticism? Paul 2Cor11:4
Judaizers; Gnoisism? | Paul Gal 1:69;2:46
Gnosticism (Asceatism) | Paul Col 2:2123
Gnosticism (Antio- Peter 2 Pet 2:122
mianism)

Gnosticism (Bcetism) | John 1 John 4:15
Gnogicism (Ibcetism) | John 2 John 1:711
Gnosticism (Antio- Jude Jude 1:419
mianism)

Nicolatians (see Acts | John (Jesus) | Rev 2:2,6
6:5) (Antinomiaism?)




Gnostic Sources

Considering most Gnostic sects had disappeared by theedtury, we actually have quitef bit of in-
formation about their views from two sourceghe Early Church Fathers (whppmsed them), and their

own writings. Regarding the latter, very fewcéent texts of the Gnostics had survived the centuries,
until an astounding disa@ry was mad in the Nile Valley in 1945. A library of 47 Gnostic books were
discovered near a town called Nag Hammadi. While the library contained no source materials (the
books were Coptic translations of Greek texts, probably from around 400 A.D.), it remadyshpdar

the most complete clhection of Gnostic texts.

Among the more welknown parts of the Nag Hammadi library areodglypses of Adam, James, Paul &
Peter (the latter not to be agfused with the 2° century Revelation of Peter referred to in the Niori

Canon), as well as Gospels such as the Dialogue of the Savior, the Gospel of Truth, and the infamous
Gospel of Tamas.

Before we look at some examples of these Gnostic texts, we should point out strongly that these texts

were known and rejected byhe Early Church Fathers, and should not be considered as indicative of
mainstream Christian thought in the Early Church. Irenaeus (c. 180 A.D.) commented on the invalidity of
OKSABS NGO GADPSE D2allStas YSYUuAz2yAy3d aLISOATFAOLE & GF

& . dmdse who are from Valentinus [a second century Gnostic], being, on the other hand, altogether
reckless, while they put forth their own compositions, boast that they possess more Gospels than there
really are. Indeed, they have arrived at such a pitchuafagity, as to entitle their comparatively recent
GNAGAY3I aGKS D2al)St 2F ¢NHziKZ¢ (GK2dAK AlG F3INBSE Ay Yy
have really no Gospel which is not full of blasphemy. (Irenakgainst HeresieBBook 3, Chater 11)
Church Historian Eusebius in 325 A.D. had a list of Accem@dSRO G SR | yR aLYLA2dza |y
in existence at the time of his writing. Note that the Gospel of Thomas makes the latter list:

"...we have felt compelled to give this cataloguender that we might be able to know both these works
and those that are cited by the heretics under the name of the apostles, including, for instance, such
books as theGospes of Peter,of Thomas,of Matthias, or of any others besides them, and the Aafts
Andrew and John and the other apostles, which no one belonging to the succession of ecclesiastical wri
ers has deemed worthy of mention in his writings. And further, the character of the style is at variance
with apostolic usage, and both the thoughtsdathe purpose of the things that are related in them are so
completely out of accord with true orthodoxy that they clearly show themselves to be the fictions-of h
retics. Wherefore they are not to be placed even among the rejected writings, but are athefn to be

cast aside as absurd and impiotigEusebius, Book 3, Chapter 25)

St. Augustine, writing around 400 A.D. commented on w@isps group of Gospels maintained by the
Manichaeans:

LY GKS FLRONBLKIE 06221a 27T ofifaklés, publisfied ByKsorSelugkaowni K SNB A &
authors under the name of the apostles. The books would no doubt have been sanctioned by the Church

at the time of their publication, if holy and learned men then in life, and competent to determine tite ma

ter, had thaightthecoiil Sy G a G2 0SS ( NRefybld Fausiuf thetMahiated aahsiateq/ by >

Rev. Richard 8thert, M.A.)

Below are excerpts from several of the Nag Hammadi books, with the Gnostic view highlighted to the
right.
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Gospel of Thomas (Robedt Miller translation)

Excerpt Heresy
"And he said, 'Whosoever discovers the i | Salvation through
terpretation of these sayings will not taste | knowledge

death.™ (1:1)

"Jesus said, 'Those who seek should not st
seeking util they find. When they findthey
will be disturbed. When they aredtiirbed,
they will marvel, and will reign over all."" (2:]
4)

Salvation through
knowledge and self
discovery

"Rather, the Father's inggial rule is within
you...When you know yaselves, then you
will be known."(3:3-4)

Salvation through
knowledge and self
discovery

"Jesus said, 'If you bring forth what is within
you, what you have will save you." (70:1)

Salvation through
knowledge and self
discovery

Apocalypse of Peter (Translated by James Brashler and RAgBu-

lard)
http://home.online.no/~noetic/nagham/apopet.html
Excerpt Heresy
G2 KSy KS KFR al AR 1 f Docetism

seaningly being seized by them. And | said
"What do | see, O Lord? That it is you remif
whom they take, and that you are grasg
me?0r who is this one, glad and lzhigg on
the tree? And is it another one whose feet
and hands they are sking?"

The Savior said to me, "He whom you saw
the tree, glad and laughing, this is therig
Jesus. But this one into whose hands and fé
they drive the nails is his fleshly part, which
the substitute being put to shame, the one
who came into keing in his likeness. But look
at him and me."

Secret Book of James (Robert J. Miller translation)

Excerpt

Heresy

"Since you asked metsend you aeret
book which wasevealed to Peter and me by
the Lord...[I have written] it in Hebraictters
and have sent it to you." (1:2)

Secret body of knw-
ledge passed down to
the apostles

"He said, 'Truly, | say to you, no one ever w
enter heaven's domain if | bid him, but rathe
because you yaselves are full." (2:6)

Salvation through
knowledge and self
discovery

"So it is possible for you, too, to receive for
yourselves heaven's domain: unless yeu r
ceive it through knowledge, you wilbhbe

able to discover it." (6:18)

Salvation through
knowledge

11




Gospel of Mary (Robert J. Miller translation)

Excerpt

Heresy

"The Savior replied, 'Every nature, every
modeled form, every creature, exists in and
with each other. They will siolve agai into
their own proper root." (2:2)

Escape from the evil
physical body ander
turn to the godhead

(4:2-6)

"Acquire my peace within yourselves!...For
the seed of humanity exists within you. I¥o
low it! Those who search for it will find it."

Salvation though
knowledge and self
discovery

Heresies and Schisms in the First FivetQges

We will now examine some of the specific heresies in the first five centuries since Christ, ang-also e
Ironically, mu&hmdtian doctrine in the Early

amine the response of the Early Church Fathers.

Church was developed to refute early heresies.

Founder Dates Name of Type of H-
Movement resy

Simon Magus 1st century Gnostic
Valentinus 2nd century Gnostic
Marcion c. 85c. 160 A.D. Gnostic
Montanus c. 156 A.D. Schsmatic
Mani 216-276 A.D. Manichaeism| Gnostic
Donatus c. 314 AD. Schismatic
Arius c. 250- 336 A.D. | Arianism Schismatic
Pelagius died 418? A.D. | Pelagianism | Schismatic
Nestorius died 440? A.D. | Nestorianism

Simon Magus
Several of the Early Churdfathers, including Iranaeus, Hippolytus, and Justin Martyr believed that

Christian Gnosticism started with Simoraglis (see Acts 8:8 n 0 ® ¢KS [[d23S 0St2¢ A
Against Heesy.
G{AY2Yy GKS {FYFENRGLY 61 a GKIG avdf@lowdriof fie apdstlesg K2 Y [ dz] ¢
©all21S6X{dzOK gl ad KA& LINBOSRdAINBE Ay (GKS NBAIYy 27F /I dzF
honored with a statue, on account of his magical power. This man, then, was glorified by many as if he
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schools in Egypt, Cyprus and Rontis teachings were later spread by his student Ptolamaeus. dAccor
ing to Tertullian, Valentinus was denied the sougfier post of Bishop, and then turned against the
esteblished church:
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true faith. Just like those (restless) spirits which, when roused byitempare usually inflamed with the

desire of reveng, he applied himself with all his might to exterminate the truth; and finding the clue of a

certain old opinion, he marked out a path for himself with the subtlety ofraeat.
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It would be difficult to describe the complicated theology of Valentinus in a short space, so wefwill su
fice to describe some of the main chateristics of his Gnostic views:

A The physical Universe was created on account of an errooii® ("Wisdom"). The Creator
God (the Old Testament God) created the evil material world.

A The Eternal Being produced emanations in the universe; as the distance between tha-eman

tions and the Eternal Being increased, knowledge of him lessened (this weapleon why evil

could exist in the cosmos)

A The aim of Gnostics was to escape the bodily prison, and return to the Eternal Being ("The
redemption of the inner spitual man")

Christ the redeemer shows the way back to the Eternal Being (through gnosis)

Jesis was pure spirit (Docetism). If matter is impure, God could not become incarnate.

Valentinus believed that redemption is poedained, and that only those towards the top of a

hierarchy of mankind/cosmos would be redeemed:

A Pneumatics the Gnostic initites; the elect

A Psyche ordinary church members, with no gnosis

A Choics the majority of people with no hope of sakion

>\ >\ >\

Marcion
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Marcion(c. 85- c. 160 A.D.was a Gnostic ship owner, wihelieved that there were two Gods in the
universe (dualism) the God depicted in the Old Testament, and the God represented by Jdeghe

New Testament. He believed that tk®d of Godness took pity on man and sent his Son to rescue him
from the evil god. He believed also that Jesus was a spirit (docetism) and did not appear in the flesh. As
such, he rejected the infancy narnagis about Jesus, as well as the crucifixion andrrestion. On this

topic, Tertullian wrote:
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perfect body. Now, not even to His apostles was His matwer a matter of deception. He was truly both

seen and heard upon the mount; true and real was the draught of that wine at the marriage of (Cana in)
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To accommodate these (and other) Gnostic beliefs, Marcion created a list of books that he considered
authoritative. These included a condensed version of the Gospel of Luke (lacking the Nativity and Resu
rection scenes), and 10 of Paul's letters.

While the gnostic theology of Marcion was roundly condemned by the Early Church Fathers (such as
Tertullian above), his list was the first known attempt at defining a New Testament canon, and-it pro
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ded the Early Church Fathers to give greater considavat those books that should be msidered
authoritative.

Marcion wasexcommunicated in 144 A.D., and his sect died out by the end of the 3rd century.dAccor
ing to Tertullian, Marciontéempted to reconcile himself to the church before his death:

& ! efwards, it is true, Marcion professed repentance, and agreed to the conditions granted to him
that he should receive reconciliation if he restored to the church all the others whom he had been trai
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Response of the Church to 2nd Century Gnosticism
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statement of beliefs, that was in marked contrast@mostic beliefs. The resultidgpostles Creedame

out of the 2% century church, starting out as a baptismal liturgy, and evelhjtuzecame the standard

statement of Christian belief. In the chaelbw, notice the Gnostic ideas that are refuted by tBeeed:

Apostles Creed Gnostic Idea Bfuted
| believe in God the Fathet-A ONE God, not two; God made
mighty, maker of heaven and | material as well as heavenly

earth things
Born of the virgin Mary Jesus was NOT just a spirit
Suffered under Pontiusilgte, Christ was a real person, who

was crucified, dead and buried | existed in historical time
| believe...in the resurrection of | Material things are notinately
the body evil (see also Gen 1:31)

Also, in the aforementioned books written against heresy &yEChurch Fathers such as Irenaeus; Te
tullian, Justyn Metyr, etc., other key points were made that rejected heresy, such as:

A There was no hidden teaching in Christianity, or else thestggowould have passed it on to their
successors in the church@senaeus himself was in a direct line of succession from John thatléypo
through St. Polycarp)

A The New Testament and Apostolic Tradition constitutes the faith of Christianity (Luther and Calvin
would later disagree with the latter)

14



Montanist Heresy

Around c. 156 A.D., a salfyled prophet named Montanus startAed to attract followers in Phrygia, Asia
aiy 2N a2yl ydz esdnse\6iQhe Ghostiés SontBel didpredclya dockine that co
ceivably could have been threatening to the established church. Among the characteristics ohMonta
ism:

A Like the followers of Peter Waldo and St. Francis in the Middle Ages, Montanus waretietinato
simpler church, as well as a more ascetic focus for believers (fasting, celibacy, separation from the
world)

A Like the later Protestant Reformers, he questioned the atitijaof church hierarchy, and believed
that the Word of God was the only teuauthority, revealed through the prophets

A He fostered a very charismatic environment, and believed that the Holy Spirit spoke directly through
him, and his fowers

So what was the problem, as far as the established church wagwed? The main issiseemed to

be about the fact that the Montaists believed that they were receiving Divine Revelation, like the Old
Testament prophets. Some of the bishops of the time (such as Serapion, bishop of Antioch) were co
cerned that such prophezahg might be vived on the same level as Holy Scriptgrand could interfere
GAGK LIS2L) SQ& dzy RSNRAGF yRMyirgls. 2F GKS O2NB YvYSaal3as

Around c. 190 A.D., Monatanus was excommunicated, but hisement (which included Tertullian at
one point) forced the estaldhed church to examine the role of the Holy Spirit in the contemporary
church. In time, the response of church was thatetatron ended with the Apostolic Age. Those with
the gift of prophesy after the Apostolic Age were simply explaining the alreadsirey Word of God,

not adding to it.

The sect had pretty much died out by end of 4th century, although there is some evidence that it still
existed in small pockets as late as tffec@ntury.

Origen: On the Borderline

Origen (1852 254? A.D.), andgly Church Father, was Presbyter of Alexandria. And yet some of his
theological views (inflenced by neePlatonic philosophy) were condemned by Church councils (400,
543 A.D.). Among his views:
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Jesus is divine, but subordinate to the Father (John 14:28his view would later be mirrored by
Arius in the & century, and lead to the creation of the Nicene Creed as a counter measuee.) B
cause of this view, he thought that prayer should only be offered to HhleefF.

Every human soul has existed eteitpgland bodily exstence is a result of prbodily sin

All souls would ultimately be saved

Manichaeism

Manichaeism was one of the most influential Gnostic emegnts of the first several centuries A.D., and
it survived well into the Middle Ages in one fiolor another. Its Persian founder Mani (21:6276 A.D.)
created a religion that was a curious blend of Gnosticism, Christianity, and the teachings of Parsian M

gi.

>~ >~
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Among the charactetics of Manichaeism:

All religions are equally valid

Dualist- two cosmic kingdoms, which included a Kingdom of Light (the Primal God) and the Kingdom
of Darkness @@an)

Accepted as prophets: Adam, Noah, Abraham, Zoroaster, Buddha, Jesus, Paul, Mani

Docetic- Christ was "a divine being clothed in the semblance of man"

Had five grades or levels of believers (similar to the three ofriale)

Believed in cycles of life (reincarnation)

Preached strict asceticism

The most famous convert to Manichaeism was St. Augustine, whaliaed Manichaeism in 384 A.D.,
and later stéed:

& ¢ | wh thé®assisting mercy of God, the snares of the Manichaeans having been broken to pieces and
left behind, having been restored at length to the bosom of the Catholic Church, | am disposed now at
least to consider and to deplore my recent wiieétiness. For there were many things that | ought to have
done to prevent the seeds of the most true religion wholesomely implanted in me from boyhood, from
being banished from my mind, having been uprooted by the error and fraud of false and deceitfél men.
(St. AugustinPn Two Souls, Against the Manichaeansnsated by Albert H. Newman, D.D., LI.D.)

There is some evidence that Manichaeism thought survived well into the Middle Ages, where it ran afoul
of the Inquisition in the 18 century. The targeof the Inquisition was a group of people knownGes
thars(also known as the Albigensianghich comes from the Greek wokdtharoi, meaning pure.

The Cathars
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Like their Gnostic forebears, the Cathars wauoalists ¢ they kelieved that there were two creator Gods
¢ a pure God that created the heavens and things spiritual, and an Evil God that created all thimgs phys
cal and temporal. They generally asiated the Evil God with the God of the Old Testament.

They were alsalocetists¢ they believed that Jesus was a spirit, not a flesh and blood human being.
Thus, they rejected the doctrine of the death of Jesus on the cross, and His subsequergctiEsu
They also seem to have adopted the views of thedntury Presbyter of Alexandria Arius (see upeo

ing section) that stated that Jesus, while a@leed being, is not on the same level as the Father. The
Cathars seem to have believed in reination, as they viewed that the souls of men are trappedvii e
physical bodies, and are released only after multipeattions.

The Cathars were considered such a threat to the established church in the Middle Ages that heth a Cr
sade and the Papal Inquisition were launched against them. The AlbigensianeC(ssathmed, &

cause the French city of Albi was a Cathar stronghold) was launched against the Cathars in Southern
France in 1209 by Pope Innocent Ill. Thes@ute lasted for 20 years, and was marked by astonishing
violence, the mostadmous example beingn July 22, 1209, when the city of Beziers was sacked, with
over 20,000 men, women and children killed by crusaders. Those Cathars that survived the Crusade
were wiped out in the Papal Inquisition that followed in 1227, capped by the burnirdy®fCathar
leadersat the Castle of Matsegur in 1244.The Cathars were, for all intents and purposes, extinct by

the begining of the 14' century.

Donatists

The roots of the Donatist schism date back to tffecgntury. In c. 250 A.D., Rom&mperor Decius

ordered the persecution of Christians. As a result of this persecution, the Bishop of Rome Fabianus was
murdered, and Church Father i@en was jailed. Many Christians (including some priests and bishops)
committed apostasy denying Christ to save themselvé®m persecution. After the persecutions
S600SR AY Hpm ! ®5d3 GKS ljdzSadAazy o+ a |IIl@yed Backd { K2 dz
Ayi2 GKS OKdzZNODKKE

Roman churchman Novatian (c. 2238 A.D.) argued against admitting those that committed apostasy
back into the church. After losing the election to fill the vacant position of Bishop of Rome in 251 A.D.,
Novatian and his followers split away from the Catholic Church. Among their views:

A Priests who had apostatized in the face of Roman persecstionld not be allowed to dispense the
sacraments

A Sacraments administered by the unworthy were invalid

A A holy church could not contain unholy members

By 254 A.D., however, when it was clear that Novatian was not receiving support from outside his circle
of followers, many of the followers of Novatian had fled, or desired (re)entry into the Catholic Church.
This led the established church to have to confront the issue of whether those that had been baptized
by Novatianists could be accepted into the Caith@hurch without being relptized.

A great debate was waged between Bishop (864A.D.) Stephen of Rome and Cyprian of Cartlfage
195¢258 A.D.)who argued that bapsms given by schismatics were not real baptisms at all. Stephen,
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whose view ultimgely prevailed noted that baptismdbongs to Christ, not the church, and the standing
of the baptizer is not the relevangsue.

A similar situation arose in the early fourth century. Emperioc@tian had ordered the persecution of
Christians throughauthe empire (303¢ 306 A.D.), and many Christians (including sonsédps and
priests) had committed apostasy. After Constantine came into power, the question of ththindid
century remained; what to do about those that had committed apostasy? Theasion boiled over at
Carthage in 311 A.D. when an archdeacon named Caecilianus was ordained by a bishop that was su
pected of having committed apostasy during the Diocletiarspeution. In retaliation, the Donatists set

up a rival Bishop of Carthage dMrinus in 311 A.D.; Datus in 315 A.D.).

In time, the Donatists became a schismatic sect, claiming that they were the only true Christians. The
Donatists refused to accept baptismsrfmmed in the Catholic Church, claiming they were invalid. The
D2ylFdAada fa2 AyaraidSR miJANB LI LINKRISEX A Y | 1S NI 2 NIDS R A d

While Donatism was condemned at the Council of Arles in 314 A.D., it continued to flourish. Beginning

in 393 A.D., St. Augustine, the great theologian of the earlydGat&hurch, turned his skills ofoel

guence and logic against the Donatists. Augustine argued (like Bishop Stephen before him) that baptism
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ics, yet it does not belong to the heresy or schism; and therefore even those wahe ftrom 3
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Augustin,Bishop Of Hippo, On Baptism, Against The Donatis#%80)
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The Donatists were banished by emperor Honorius in 412 A.D., and completely disabpgaend of
7th century.

Arianism

1=

St. Athanasius, who argued successfuliy against the views of Arius

The great theological debates of th&" 2entury centered onxactly who Christ was, and what manner
of being he was. In the early’4entury, thedebate switched to what the relationship wasttveen
Christ and God the Father. Some church officials, such as a presbyterindii@ named Arius (c. 250
336 A.D.) argued that Jesus was divine, but on a lower level then the Father. Arius stantedisvit
premise:
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"One God, alone unbegotten, alone everlasting, alone unbegun, alone true, alone having immortality,
alone wise, alone good, alone sogign."

From this starting point, Arius ended up with the view thati§€hwas an intermediary distinétom the
Father (or that there was a difference of substanigenfoiousia, or essential being between thather
and the Son.)

On the other side of the issue was Athanasius, (c-ZBBA.D.), later Bishop of Alexandria, who argued
that the Word (John 1:18) became manthe Word did not coménto a man. Thus, Cist is fully God
and fully man.

High Noon occurred in 325 A.D. when Constantine, emperor of the Roman Empire ordered thet the d
bate be settled once and for all. A great church council wasredj and it took place at Nicea (im- B
thynia). Arius lost the debate, and the view of Athsins became the view of the church. The doctrine
of homoousiosvas affirmedc that Christ was of one (or the same) substance with the Father. Out of
the Councikcame the Nicene Creaglone of the two Creeds recognized by almost all of Christiaoity t
day. The original version (it was expanded in 381 A.D.) stated:
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both visible and invisible; and ime Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son

of God Only begotten of the Father, that is to safthe

substance of the FatherGod of God and Light of Lighery

God of very Gogbegotten, not madebeing of one sbstance

with the Father, by whom all things were mag] both things in

heaven and things on earthwho, for us men and for our

salvation, came down and was made flesh, was made man,

suffered, and rose again on the third day, went up into the

heavens, and is to come again to judge both the quick and the
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Arianism was perhaps the greatest threat to the Early Church out of all the schisms and heresies. By
some estimates, almost half of all Christians were Arians at its peak if"tberdury. Although ao-
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there are still groups today (such as the Unitarians) who, like Arius, reject Trimiania

Pelagianism

Two more heresies/schisms would appear in the géisiene riod ¢ not everything was settled at the
Council of Nicea. One of these bgies was promulgated by a monk named Pelagius.

Pelagius (c. 354 A.Pafter 418) was a British Monk who wasrhified by the seeming lack of piety and
purity practicedby Christians in Rome c. 380 A.D. He felt that the laxness of Roman Christians grew
partly from the prevailing doctrine of Grace, which stated that humans on their own are incapable of
LJdzNAGe&> FyR Oly 2yfteé 0S alF @SR o0& D2RQ& 3INI OSo

Pelagius and his folwers (one student named Coelestius was especially influential) denied prealestin
tion, original sin, and the doctrine of Grace, maintaining the humans are not tainted by the sin of Adam
and Eve, and that babies are born pure. As a result, humans haveéwill to choose to live sinless
lives. (In his somewhat confused theology, though, Pelagius stifkaivad that babies needed to be
baptized.)
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The main opponent to Pelagianism was St. Augustine of Hippo (who also combated the Donatists). A
gustire wrote at least thirteen works and letters against Pelagius, and firmly entrenched in Cathkelic th
ology the doctrines of:

Salvation through Grace

Original Sin

The necessity of baptism for salvation
The damnation of unbaptized infants

> > >
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sition to it was confined to sermons and conversations, as occasion suggested, and accordingeto our r
spective abilities and dugs; but it had not yet assumed the shape of a controversy in writing. Certain
guestions were then submitted to me [by our brethren] at Carthage, to which | was to send themrback a
swers in writings: | accordingly wrote first of all three books, under itte, 'On the Merits and Forgév

ness of Sins," in which | mainly discussed the baptism of infants because of original sin, and the grace of
God by which we are justified, that is, made righteous; bugrfiarked] no man in this life can so keep the
commandnents which prescribe holiness of life, as to be beyond the necessity of using this prayer for his
sins: "Forgive us our trespasses.” It is in direct opposition to these principles that they have devised their
ySs KSNBae o A Tréafisié On th Medtsizindi ForgigeRess Of Sins and On the Baptism Of |
fants)

Pelagius was excommunicated in 418 A.D. Pelagianism was declared heretical at Council of Ephesus
(431 AD.).

Nestorianism
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Theodoren (d. 428 A.D.; Bishop of Mopsuesta, 392 A.D.) and its namesake Nestorius (d. 44@? A.D.; P
triarch of Constantinople, 428 A.D.). Among tihguenents of Nestorianism:

A There were two separate natures in Chrighrist was a "Man who became God" rather than "God
who became Man". As such, Jesus of Nazareth and the Word were united.

A Therefore, Mary was not the "Mother of God"

A Tended to view Christ as a prophet and teacher, inspired bycamelling logos

A Christ vas the first "perfect man"

These viewpoints were declared heretical at Council of Ephesus (431 A.D.) and Council of Chalcedon
(451 A.D.). The latter created a Creed which stated:

"We confess one and the same our Lord Jesus Christ, the same perfedhi@ado the same perfect in
manhood, truly God and truly man, the same of rational soul and body."

Nestorius himself was exiled to the Egyptian desert in 435 A.D., and Nestorianism diminished in-popula

ity in the 5th century. However, there are still Nwgan churches in Iran and Irag. And many Kurdistan
Nestorians moved to San Francisco after World War |.
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Conclusion

As alluded to in the Introduction of this course, the shaygd reader may have noticed the remarkable

similarity between some of the hesies described herein, and the New Age movement of modern

times. Belief in reincarnation, the body as a prison, salvation through personal discovery amd kno
avyl
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States, we have freedom of religion, and the New Age movement is free to worship as they please.

However, these views aneot Christian. The acid test for Christianity remains today what it was 1700

years ag@ A T

tion) a Christian. May the Creeds be repeated evend&y in every Christian church, to remind us of

our core beliefs
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