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Christian Theology and History Adult Sunday School Courses

Robert Jones
www.sundayschoolcoursesm

|l " ve always been a strong believer in adult Sunday Sc|
churches have quality, Biblicalyased aduHfocused programs. Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to
downplay adult education, facs i ng on chi |l dr en’ s dstlf), orafdcuisiogon thenneddsoh b ad t
the “unchurched”, wh eoneandtleplagycase ofen putposelysignardd.ur ch hi st

Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the Ritdethe basic tenets and history of the
Faith. Among the @sons:

1 Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the chureddult Sunday School classes/Bible
studies may be their first serious iottuction to what Christianity is all about

1 Christianity (and especially Evangelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular
culture (movies, music, etc.). We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith agaoks¢ca
to provi det e a s ‘tefeesays i Phleter 3:15)

1 Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history of
their Faith

To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and those just startiimgthe
“School of Christ”), Il ”ve written a series of courses
Jawish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church. The topics represented in these courses are
intended tobot h f urt her walk s the Raitht, ascwielpas serve as a starting point for Christian
apolbgetics.

While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High School and
College projects, especiallye courses focused primi#y on historical aspects.

One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I come freforraeR
Church background), but | hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughewitiious courses.
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"Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. For our struggle
is not against flesh and dobd, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of| this
dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realm&gostle Paul (Eph 6:1112,
NIV)

Introduction

Perhaps one of the least understood aspects of Bilgle is its teachings on Hell and the Devil. There
are a number of reasons for this:

A Some people find the topic disturbing, so they'd rather not discuss it!

A To understand what the Bible says about these topics, one must have a good Concordance (and
possbly a good Commentary), as the information is quite dispersed all throughout the Bible

A Much of our somewhat hazy knowledge of these topics comes fromBibical sources, such
as Milton'sParadisdLost orD a n tindefns

A Some Christians claim that Satand Hell aren't real that somehow they are just metaphors
for evil. The New Testament seems pretty clear that both are real!)

This course attempts to examine and categorize the Biblical references on the topic of Hell and the
Devil To round out thediscussion (and fill in the blanks from the infeestamental period) ' ve al s o
included refeences to:

A TheDead Sea Scrolls whi ch refer often to an ultimate bat
“sons of dar kness?” . Bdd,lome ofthe Nawd eamdntnaneefer Satan.e | ed |
A TheApocrypha-— the set of 1216 books, most of whichppeared in the Greek translation of the
Old Testament known as the Septuagint, but not in Hebrew versions of the Olivieegt Today,
they appear in sme Bibles (Roman Catholic, NRSV, Orthodox, etc.) but not all (NIV, KJV, etc.).
A 1 Enoch- 1 Enoch is a®lor 2™ B.C. Jewish work whose relative importance has heésedin
recent years because at least 20 fragiegy copies of 1 Enoch have been fousmong the Dead
Sea Scrolls. 1 Enoch doed appear in the Septuagint, and is not generally considered to be part of
the collection of books known as the Apocrypha.
A Christian Apocrypha- Therewere many apocryphal Acts, Gospels, and Apocalypses wiitttre
first three centuries A.D.Some people refer to these as tilghristian Apocrypha non-Gnostic
wor ks that didn’t make the New Testament canon.
inspired or authoritative, they do help us trace the deystent of Christian thought on the subject
of hell. | refer to two of them in this coursethe Revelation of Peteand theApocalypse of Paul

While ro Divine inspiration is claimed for theon-Biblicalsourcesquoted herein, theyare useful to
tracche devel opment of Jewish and early Christian tI

Quiz on Hell and the Devil

T/F The name "Lucifer" is a common synonym in the Bible for Satan

T/F The Bible describes in detail the various levels of Hell

T/F The Bible gives the proper names of fallen angels other than Satan

T/F "Hell" is a Hebrew word for "abode of the dead"

T/F The OIld Testament word used to describe the abode of the dead is "sheol"
T/F Nowhere in the Bible is Satan specifically equatéu avserpent

ook wnE



7. What archangel does Satan and his minions fight, as described in Revelation?

8. T/F The word "antichrist" is used in the Book of Revelation
9. T/IF The New Testament doesn't differentiate between physical illness and demonic
possession

10. What is theonly name given by a demon(s) in the New Testament?

11. T/F Exorcisms in the Gospels succeed because of a special magical ritual designed by Christ

12. T/F There are no "second chances" once one is assigned to Hell

13. T/F The Hebrew word for "Satan" can also be&nstated as "accuser”, "
"opponent"

14. T/F There are no exorcisms described in the ApocryplizedDead Sea Scrolls

15. There are references in the Dead Sea Scrolls that refer to hell as a place for the damned

adversary", or

Satan

We begin this cowe with a look at the Dev Satan.We'  éxbmine his variousgs
names, his fall from heaven, his characteristics, and ultimate demise. We Ji5
tackle the question of whether Satan appears in the Old Testament.

Names of Satan

"Satan" is a Hebrew word maing accuser, adversary, or opponent. While ti/§
name Satan appears 53 times in the scriptures (NAtRnSs also referred to

under a number of other names, such as "devil", "evil one", "the destroye
etc. The table below lists many of the names daBa

Name Sample Notes
Refaence

Satan Zec 3:1 Adversary or accuser

Beelzebub Mat 12:24 "Lord of the flies"; Jewis
nickname for Satan

Deuvil Rev 12:9 Gr. "diabolos™
"Slanderer"

Abaddon, Apollyon Rev 9:11 "Destruction” or
"Destroyer"

Angel of theAbyss Rev 9:11

Evil One John 17:15, Ept

6:16

Accuser Rev 12:10 Will be hurled down

Great Dragon Rev 12:9

Red Dragon Rev 12:3

Ancient serpent Rev 12:9 See Genesis 3

Belial 2 Cor 6:15, Heb.. "useless",

Nahum 1:15 "worthless", "wicked"

Ruler of the kingdom of |Eph 2:2

the air

Prince of demons Mat 9:34

Prince of this world John 12:31

Father of lies John 8:44

God of this age 2 Cor 4:4




Name

Sample
Refaence

Notes

Lucifer

Isa 14:12 (KJV)

Latin trans. of Hebrew
word for "morning star”

The Dead Sea Scrolls often refer $atan as Belial (see also 2 Cor 6:15), which means "useless",
"worthless", or "wicked". Thefbower s

“ At t he
dar kness,
nosuvi vor
from Burrows)

The Dead Se&crolls also occasionally refer to Satan Mslkiresha
ckedness”.

Wi
just i ce” .

beginning of
the ar my

of t he

Gez a

of

Ver mes

of Bel i al ar e

t he

Belial ..so that

Vi ews

1 Enoch refers to Satan as Azazyel or Azazyeel.

Characteristics ad character of Satan

The Bible contains a number of descriptions of the character, capabilities and limitations of Satan.

whi
t hat

of ten

ch

means

t hi

referred

undertaki ng da the sorts ef
wi ckedness
Shee War obtlie Sana of kightewsttsthe Sons ¢f Darknessslation

S

sons
s hal

S

Satan is described as the greatcdiver, and the great tempter of mankind. Christ triumphed over
Satan through the cross.

Reference

Notes

Characteristics of Satan

Mat 4:1-11 Satan is a tempterChrist is
tempted by Satan, but remains
sinless

Mat 17:1418 Can bring sickness to mankind

1 John 5:19 Ruler of this world

Rev 13, 16:14 Satan can control politicians

1 John 3:8 Christ appeared to destroy the
Devil's work

Col 2:15 Christ triumphs over the Devil

through the cross

1 Cor 10:13, James 4:7,
Pet 5:89

Satan can tempt, but believers
have the power to resist

Mat 16:23, John 13:2,
John 13:27, 1 Thes 2:18

Satan caraffect even the Apsiles

2 Cor 11:14

Satan masquerades as an ange
light

2 Cor 12:7

Satan can be used by God for
good

John 12:3133, Heb 2:14
15

Christ's death and resurrection i
the beginning of the end for Sati

Rev 16:1214

Satan and the daons perform
miraculous signs

of

my

n



A book of the Dead Sea Scrolls entittearses of Beliglescribes Blial and his followers:

“.counci | of

t he

Community

all his guilty lot. Theghall answer and say, Cursed be [B]elial in his hostile design, and damned in his

guilty dominion. Cursed be all the spirits of his [lo]t in their wicked design, and damned in their thoughts
of unclean impurity. For they are the lot of darkness andrtheivi si t ati on

(Curses of 8ial, 4Q286, translation by Vermes)

The Dead
followers:
“But

to the

spirit

i s

for

Blanaal oSRisciplihéa.ksa.Community Rubdists characteristics ofaBan and his

wickedness and falsehood, pride and haughtiness, lying and deceit, cruelty and great impiety,
quickness to anger and abundance of folly and proud jealousy, abominable works in a spirit of
fornication ard ways of defilement in the seice of urtleanness, and a blasphemous tongue,

blindness of eyes and dullness of ears, stiffness of neck and hardness of heart, walking in all the ways
a n d Manwal of Disipling Burraws trafislaon)(

ofdar kness

The Fall

The Bible contains several references to the Fall of Satan and his angel
heaven. However, the time and reason for the Fall is not absolutely clear.

the Fall occur before Adam & Eve, ¢tea?

Many commentaries and theologians wighat the Fall is described isaiah
14:12-20 andEzekiel 28:119. Others view that neither set of verses concerg
Satan or the Fall. If we assume that the passages do indeed describe Sata
t hen
in KJV) had a spial place of honor guarding the throne of God. Because of
pride, Satan tries to set himself up as higher than God, and is cast o

the Fall,

heaven (to earth) as a result.

Revelation 12, which describes a war beémeSatan and the Anangel Michael, may indicate that a

we

e ar n ,ttahskated as$ lautife

third of the angels in heaven were ejected along with Satan.

Reference | Notes
The Fall of Satan and the Angels
Isaiah 14:120 "Morning star" is translated as

"Lucifer" in KJV

Ezekiel 28:129

Satan once had a special place
honor guarding the throne of G

Luke 10:18

"l saw Satan fall like lightning
from heaven."

2 Peter 2:4

Angels that sinned are placed in
hell, awaiting judgment

Jude 1:6

Fallen angels are held in daess
for Judgment Day

Revelation 12:4

May indicate that Satan took a

third of the angels with him

sfteravdrdis [thay] shall damgy Beliabagce t her , A

et ern

, Gldckness of bands n éhe garvige of righteodshesse s s



Reference Notes
Revelation 12:712 War in heaven between
Archangel Michael and Satan

1 Enoch gives a somewhat different view of the cause of the Fall, amplifying on GenekisvBith
states:

" When men began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were born to ftfeensons of

God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful, and they married any of them they c¢fiven the

LORD said, “My Spirit wiforheisnwital; kisodays wilhbe amiiedand man f or e
t wenty “The Mephilim Were on the earth in those dayand also afterware-when the sons of

God went to the daughters of men and had Ildhén by them. They were the heroes of old, men of
renown,Gen6#)NI V

1 Enoch describes it this way:
ot happened after the sons of men had multiplied i

elegant and beautiful. And when thengels, the sons of heaven, beheld them, they became enamored of
them, sayng to each other: Come, let us select for ourselves wives from the progeny of men, and let us

begetchild en .. Then they took wives, each choosing for hims
whom they cohabited; teaching them sorcery, incantationd @he dividing of roots and trees. And they
conceiving brought forthig n't s ...” (1 Enoch, Chapter 7, Laurence trar

1 Enoch further goes on to identify one particular angel that holds all the blame:

“ Al the earth has bngefithe wookrof Azgzyele @o hbnytherefbre asdritee dhe h
whol e crime.” frce)Enoch 10: 12, Lau

1 Enoch (Chapter 87), like Revelation 12, also discusses the Fall ofigiie i terms of stars falling
from heaven.

The end of Satan

The Bible is clear abt the ultimate disposition of Satan and his minions. Matthew 25:41 tells us that
an “eternal dpdredrSatanaasd hib angets. IpRevelation 20:10, Satan is thrown into a
lake of burning sulfurforever.

Reference Notes

Mat 25:41 "Eternal fire" was prepared for
Satan and his angels

Rom 16:20 God will crush Satan under the
feet of the Church

Rev 20:13 Satan thrown into the abyss for
1000 years

Rev 20:10 Satan thrown into lake of baing
sulfur forever

In the Apocrypha, 2 Esdrasstribes what will happen to the evil, after a final judgment day:

“3*The pit of torment shall appear, and opposite it shall be the place of rest; and the furnace of hell shall
be disclosed, and opposite it the palise of delight.37Then the Most High Wisay to the nations that



have been raised from the dead, ‘“Look now, and under .
served, whose commandments you have despi§&cbok on this side and on that; here are delight and

rest, and there are fire and tome nt s .’ Thus he will speak to them on
7:36:38, NRSV)

The Dead Sea Scrolls describe a similar fate for
“.the spirit of error ..And the vi si tfafflictiona by call al | wh ¢
destroying angels, to eternal pdition in the fury of the God of vengeance, to eternal trembling and ever
lasting dishonor, with destroying disgrace in the fire of dark places. And all their periods to their

generations will be in scowful mourning and bitter calamity, in dark disasters until they are destroyed,
having no r emnant Manual ofDisipling Buaaws teasskatam e . " (

1 Enoch describes the final di sposition of Satan..
‘*Bind Azazyel hainmdt ;andarfkomodas s .c’as(tl hEmoch, 10: 6, Laure
..and what will happen to his followers:
“..bind them for seventy generations wunderneath the

consummation, until the judgment, the effect of which will last fe ver ...” (1 Enoch, 10: 16¢
translation)

Satan in the Old Testament

One | ast bit before we | et Satan go. Some Bible
Testament- he only appears in the New. This interpretation is based on thetiacHebrew word for

Satan can be interpreted either as a name (“Satan
For example, some dmaansl at Joms atsr & Tdhleathelves sary” .

Bible, Satan is usuallyatnslated as a proper name:

Reference Notes
1Chr21:1 "Satan rose up against Israel"
Job 12 Satan is clearly represented as

being, not a concept; "roaming
through the earth”

Zec 3:12 "The LORD rebuke you, Satan!"
Satan as an accuser and adverg
of God

Revelation 12:9 also identifies Satan as being timeitat serpent” in Genesis (3:15).

Allies of Satan

Fallen Angels

As noted earlier, Revelation 12:4 may indicate t&h
Enoch gives severasts of the names of these fallen angels. Note that Satan is referred to as Azazyeel
or Azazyein 1 Enoch.
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"* These are the names of their chiefs: Samyaza, who was their leader, Urakabarameel, Akibeel, Tamiel,
Ramuel, Danel, Azkeel, Sarakuyal, Asaahers, Batraal, Anane, Zavebe, Samsaveel, Ertael, Turel,
Yomyael, Arazyal. These were the prefects of the two hundred angels, and the remainder were all with
them.” (1 Enoch 7:9)

"I Moreover Azazyel taught men to make swords, knives, shields, breastptadele them see that which

was behind them and the workmanship of bracelets and ornaments, the use of paint, the beautifying of
the eyebrows, the use of stones of every valuable and select kind, and of all sorts of dyes, so that the
world became altered.

z Impietyincreased fornication multiplied; and they transgressed and corrupted all their ways.

% Amazarak taught all the sorceremnd dividers of roots;

* Armers taught the solution of sorcery;

> Barkayal taught the observers of the stars;

® Akibed taught signs;

" Tamiel taught astronomy;

8 And Asaredel taught the motion of the modr{1 Enoch 8:B)

"> Behold the names of those angels. These are their names. The first of them is Samyaza; the second,
Arstikapha; the third, Armen; the fourth, Kabael; the fifth, Turel; the sixth, Rumyel; the seventh, Danyal;

the eighth, Kael; the ninth, Barakel; the tenth, Azazel; the eleventh, Armers the twelfth, Bataryal; the
thirteenth, Basasael; the fourteenth, Ananel; the fifteenth, Turyal, the sixteentima@@seel; the
seventeenth, Yetarel; the eighteenth, Turmael; the nineteenth, Tarel; the twentieth, Rumel; the twenty
first, Azazel.

% These are the chiefs of their angels, and the names of the leaders of their hundreds, and the leaders of
their fifties, and the leaders of their tend: The name of the first is Yekun: he it was who seduced all the
sons of the holy angels; and causing them to descend on earth, led astray the offspring of men. The name
of the second is Kesabel, who pointed out evilrgel to the sons of the holy angels, and induced them to
corrupt their bodies by generating mankin&.The name of the third is Cadrel, he discovered every stroke

of death to the children of men. " He seduced Eve; and discovered to the children of rifee
instruments of death, the coat of malil, the shield, and the sword for slaughter; every instrument of death
to the children of men.® From his hand were these things derived to them who dwell upon earth, from
that period for ever.  The name of th fourth is Penemue: he discovered to the children of men
bitterness and sweetnes&’ And pointed out to them every secret of their wisdori: He taught men to
understanding writing, - Fhe dame df the fitthsiseKasydde: disnokeredtod paper ..

the children of men every wicked stroke of spirits ar
Antichrist(s)
The concept of the antichrist seems to be primarily a Christian concept, originating in the New
Testament (al t hough *“ t hselaticad bnoDaniehraay becan antichriat ffigure)a u s e s

Theword "antichrist” appears in the Bible only four times, all in the letters of John. In all four cases, it
refers toindividuals (especiallfalse prophets) that oppose God

Reference Notes
1John 21819 Apostate Christians
1 John 2: 22 Deniers of Chri& Divinity
1 John 4:23 Spirits that deny Chris Divinity
2 John7 Deceivers who deny Christ

While theword antichrist only appears four times in the Bible, later Christian theologytifcesthe
conceptin many more places in the Bibl&enerally, these identifications fit into one of two categories:

11



A A king, kingdom, or political ruler that will arise (possibly in the end times) to oppose God's
work; a human ally of Satan

A Individuals éspecially false prophets) that oppose Ga specific individual that will arise
(possibly during the end times) to oppose God’

Some examples of the former are in the table beloWhe most famous examplesthe abomination
that causes desolation Danieland thebeast from the se&n Revelation.Some people believe that the
abomination that causes desolation is patterned affertiochusEpiphanes IV, the Seluicid ruler that
desecrated the Jerusalem Temple M @&ntury B.C

Reference Notes

Dan 7:7, 127 "Fourth Kingdom on earth", war
against the saints

Dan 8:2325 Will destroy the holy people

Dan 11:3132 Desecration of the temple

Dan 11:3639 Sets himself above God

Dan 9:27, 11:31; Mat Abomination thatcauses

24:15 desolation

Rev 13:110 Beast from the sea; power
invested by the dragon

Regarding the latter interpretation aboy¢he false prophet is usually viewed as some sort of religious
or spiritual leader. The most famous examplihe beast from theearth, with a human number of 666.

Reference Notes

1 John 2:189,22; 1 John|Apostates, deniers of Christ's

4:3,2 John 7 Divinity

2 Thes 2:112 Man of Lawlessness'doomed to
destruction”

Mat 24:2326, Mark Beware of false Messiahs and

13:21-23 prophets

Rev 13:1118 Beast of the earth, with a humar
number (666)

The mark of the beast666 - has long fascinated readers. The texRievelationtells us only that it is
man’ s number . Various theories as to the meaning

A Each digit onéess than perfect (7)

12



A "Primal Chaos" in Hebrew (letters in Hebrew have numeric equivalents)

A "Nero Caesar" in poor Hebrew
A "The Latin Kingdom" in Greek
Demons

The NewTestament and theApocryphaalso refer todemons or bwer level minions of Satan that
control individual personalitiesWhether demons and fallen angels are to be considered synonymous is

undefined.

Demons will eventually be assigned to the abyss, as will Sdd@mons can be driven away through
faith in God and Jesus Christ.

Some modern dy commentators equate Biblical demonic possession with various physical illnesses,

such as epilepsy or stroke.

physical illness and possession (Matt 8114.

However, the New Testament is very careful to differentiate between

mon
ralyzed,

..peopl e br owhphvere ilt vath various disehses, those suffering severe pain, the de
possessed, those having seizures, and the pa
Characteristics of Demons
Reference Notes

Luke 8:2

Multiple demons can infest one
person (Mary Magdalene)

Mark 5:7, Mark 1:24, Luk
8:28

Demons know Jesus is the Son
God, even before the Apostles

Mark 5:9

Name of the demons"Legion"

Luke 8:31

Demons can be assigned to the
Abyss, as Satan eventually will |

Mark 16:17, Mat 13

The Apostles are given the pows

to expel demons

Characteristics of Demon Possession

Reference Notes

Mark 5:313 Selfinflicted pain, screaming,
great strength

Luke 9:39 Screaming, foaming at the mout|

Mark 9: 1429 Deafness, dumbness, foaming 3
the mouth, convulsions

Mat 12:2228 Blindness and dumbness

Mat 8:28 Ferocity/violence

Tobit in the Apocrypha refers to a demon named Asmodeus, who is terrorizing a beautiful girl named

Sarah:

‘On the same day, at Ecbatana in Media, it also happethat Sarah, the daughter of Raguel, was

reproached

by

13
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demon Asmodeus had killed each of them before they had been with her as is customary for wives. (Tobit
3:7-8, NRSV)

An interesting passage in the Dead Sea Scrolls lists some of the minions of Satan, although not all
descriptors are identifiable today:

“And |, the Master, proclaim the majesty of his bea
destoyng angels and the spirits of the bastards, the d:
they who strike suddenly to lead astray the spirit of understanding arebpmllt hei r heart and t he
the age of t he do miSongstoitheSage4Qb1)Béza \keemegtranslation)  (

The Exorcisms

The New Testament describes severabreisms They succeed because of belief in
the power of Christ not throughsome sort oimagical ritesor special incantations ‘

Reference Notes

Mark 9:19,2326 All is possible for one who
believes

Mat 8:30-32, Mark 5:11 |Demons enter into pigs

13

Mark 1:25 "Come out of him"

Luke 9:3742 Disciples failed to exorcise the
demon

Luke 4:41 Did not allow them to speak

In Tobit, thoughthe demon Asmodeus driven out because of the smell of a foul concoction of fish
liver and heart, and incense. It should be pointed out, though, that parts of Tobit are presented
somewhat tonguen-cheek.

®He *the angel Raphael + r eerlyouendstburh them td noake atsrhokeinf i sh’ s h
the presence of a man or woman afflicted by a demon or evil spirit, and every affliction will flee away and
never remain with that,NR8 son any longer.” (Tobit 6: ¢

“When you enter theebrifddalhecHamtheérs, Itiaalkke saomd heart,

of the incense. An odor will be given dfthe demon will smell it and flee, and will never be seen near her

any more. Now when you are about to go to bed with her, both of you must first stgneind pray,

i mploring the Lord of heaven that merl8WNRSnd safety me

" When they had finished eating and drinking they wanted to retire; so they took the young man and

brought him into the bedroom’Then Tobias remmber ed the words of Raphael |, al
liver and heart out of the bag where he had them and put them on the embers of the incaitseodor

of the fish so repelled the demon that he fled to the remotest parts of Egypt. But Raphael follomed h

and at once bound him t-Blere hand and foot.” (Tobit 8:

With the completion of our discs si on of t he “wlel’'llile sl eocafv eSatuarn”br o a
Satan, and move on to the final abode of Satan and his followeEdl.
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Hell in the Old Tstament

The concept of Hell was not as defined in Old Testament Hebrew thought as it later would be in
Christian thought The predominant Old Testament view was that people were rewarded or punished
for their deeds irthislife (hence, the lack of sympattshown towards Job's plight, by his "friends").

Sheol

When the Old Testament refers to a place people go after they die, it is almost always referred to as

sheo] or the @ode of the dead In most referencessheolis an abode for all the dela- evil or
righteous Sometimes it used as a metaphor for death; sometimes it seems to refer to a specific place.

H7585
Sing  ORY
sh®’61 sh"’61

sheh-ole', sheh-ole'’
From H7592hadesor the world of the dead (as if a subterranesstreat), including its accessories and
inmates:—grave, hell, pit i N2y 3 Q& | SoNBg HYyR DNBS] 5A0GA2y Il NRSa

Depending on youBibletranslation, sheol is translated as "the pit", "grave", "hell", or transliterated as
"Sheol".

"Sheol" appears 66 times in Old Testament, and 17 times in Psalms.

Characteristics of Sheol:

Reference Notes

Job 30:23 "place appointed for all the
living."

Psa 88:% "those who go down to the pit"

Ezek 26:20 "dwell in the earth below"

Psa 30:9, Job 17:16 Place of dust

Job 10:21 "place of no return"

Psa 88:142 "land of oblivion"

Eccl 9:10 No knowledge or wisdom in the
grave

Psa 31:17, 94:17 Slence in death

Psa 139:8 God is still with people in Sheol

Psa 49:15 God can raise people from the
grave

The concept of resurrection of the dead, and a final judgment occurs only infrequently in the Old

Testament (Psalms 49:15, Daniel 12:2,13),caltn it would blossom in the inteFestamental period.
As the concept matured, the idea of separate abodes for the evil and the righteous became an
important facet of the resurrection of the dead/final judgment theology. It would become an important
part of Christian theology in the New Testament.
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Hell in the New Testament

Hell as we know it as modern Christianga place of punishment for evildoers, and place of fire and
sulfur—became much more defined in the New Testament (building on-ihestamentaviews of hell,

which we will discuss later).

"Hell" is an Angl&saxon word used to translate three different Greek words in the New Testament:
A Hades-abode of

t he

dead ( Gr .

A Gehenna-valley of lamentation; a place of burning

A Tartaroo— cast down to hell

Hell is alsoreferred to by aher descriptorsin the New Testament, including théefy furnace the

Equi val ent

Abyss and the &ke of fire/sulfur Hell is the final destination for Satan and his followers.

Characteristics of Hell

Referene Notes
Mat 5:22, Mat 18:89, Mat|Fire of Hell
25:41, Mark 9:43; Mark
9:47-50, Luke 3:17
Mat 22:13 Darkness
Mat 10:28 Both soul and body are destroyq

in hell

Mat 13:37%43, Mat 13:49
50

Fiery furnace, "weeping and
gnashing of teeth"

Mat 16:18

Power of hell can't overcome the
church

Mat 23:33, Mat 25:46

Hell is a place where the
condemned are sent for eternal
punishment

Luke 16:226 No second chances; no passing
between heaven and hell

2 Thes 1:9 Everlasting destruction;
separation from God

2 Pet 2:4 Angels that sinned sent to
"gloomy dungeons" in hell

Jude 1:6 Angels that sinned kept bound i
darkness

Rev 1:18 Christ holds power over death
and hell

Rev 6:8 Death- and Hades followed
behind him

Rev 9:12 The Abysssmoke from a gigntic
furnace

Rev 11:7 The beast (antichrist) comes fro
the Abyss

Rev 14:911 "Tormented with burning sulfur"”

Rev 19:20, Rev 20:10, R
20:14, Rev 21:8

Lake of fire/sulfur
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Referene Notes
Rev 20:13 Eventually, hell will give up its
dead for Judgment

Hell in theApocrypha

The jump from the vaguelgefined sheolin the Old Testament to the well defined hell of the New
Testament can be a bit jarring, unless we examine the theology of the writings of thel' sgeamental
period, which lastedrom roughly 430 B.CtHe last book written in the Old Testament) to about 70 A.D.
(the destruction of the Temple).

In the Wisdom of Solomon and in Baruch, hell/hades is referred to in almost the same tesimso#ia
the Old Testament a shadowy place that all people gowden they die.

‘For they reasoned unsoundly, saying to themselves,
“Short and sorrowful is our 1ife,

and there is no remedy when a life comes to its end,

and no one has been k h(desdom of Boloma@tluNR&V) f r om Hades .’

“?\Who will sing prses to the Most High in Hades

in place of the living who give thanks?

“From the dead, as from one who does not exist, thanksgiving has ceased,;

those who are alive anWisdonedf$olomdiTiay28fNR8V)Lor d’ s prai ses”

" “bpen your eyes, Qord, and see, for the dead who are in Hades, whose spirit has been taken from
their bodies, will not ascribe glory or justice to the Lotthut the person who is deeply grieved, who
walks bowed and feeble, with failing eyes and famished soul, will iegtaur glory and righteousness, O
Lord.” (B&NRBY)h 2: 17

In Sirach, though, we start to see Hades described as the end destination for sinners:

"%The way of sinners is paved with smooth stones,
but at its end is the pit of HadégSirach 21:10)

In the later apocryphal works, 2 Esdras and 1 Enoch, the view ohdud$ as a place of fire and
torment for the wicked becomes much more prominent. The idea of a final judgment becomes strongly
connected with the idea of hell.

“3*The pit of tormen shall appear, and opposite it shall be the place of rest; and the furnace of hell shall

be disclosed, and opposite it the palise of delight.37Then the Most High will say to the nations that

have been raised from t he dmyodhave'dénied) whomywowhaveaacid under
served, whose commandments you have despig&bok on this side and on that; here are delight and

rest, and there are fire and torments.’ Thus he wil|l

7:36:38, NRSV)

"I From thence | proceeded to another spot, where | saw on the west a great and lofty mountain, a strong

rock, and f our. Thee Raphgd, orfe ofthe fly angets svho were with me, answered and

said: These are the delightful places where Hprits, the souls of the dead, will be collected; for them

were they formed; and here will be collected all the souls of the sons of iha@hese places, in which

they dwell, shall they occupy until tﬁeWhgiaqneof judgm
separated from another? He answered: Three separations have been made between the spirits of the
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dead, and thus have the spirits of the righteous been separateNamely, by a chasm, by water, and by

light above it And in the same way likewise are sinners separated when they die, and are buried in the
earth; judgment not overtaking them in their lifetime!* Here their souls are separated. Moreover
abundant is their suffering until the time of the great judgment, the castigation, the torment of those

who eternally execrate, whose soulsaremuiied and bounded there forever.

In onel Enoclpassage, hell is described in terms especially familiar to later Christians:

“And they shal/l c o n f ed mpietyt.. Arad svieen all thig wds sffeatet, romdhe fuid! o s
mass of fire, and the perturbation which troubled them in that place, there arose a strong smell of
sulphur, which became mixed with the waters; and the valley of the angels, who had been duilty o
seduction, burned underneranteh its soil .” (1 Enoch

Hell in theDead Sea Scrolls

The Dead Sea Scrolls, so vivid in their description of Satan (Belial) and his followers, is no less vivid in
describing the ultimate destination of Belialdhhis followers:

“Be cursed wit houtdarkness af yourldeedsh Besdamnedfin thetstedowy place of
everlasting i r @inrhunity RulelQS Geza Vermes translatipn

“And the visitation of all who walk in this spirit shall be a multitideplagues by the hand of all the
destroying angels, everlasting damnation by the avenging wrath of the fury of God, eternal torment and
endless disgrace together with shameful extinction in the fire of the dark regions. The times of all their
generationsshall be spent in sorrowful mourning and in bitter misery and in calamities of darkness until
they are destroyed wi €Cdmmunity Rulel@8) GenatVermes traglajioni vor . 7

“Ri se up, ri se up, O God of Gods,
raise Thyself in mig{ht, Kired Kings}! (4Q491)

May all the Sons of Darkness [scatter before Thee]

The light of Thy greatness [shall shine forth]

*on ‘go+ds’ and men.

It shall be like a fire burning

In the dark places of perdition;

It shall burn the sinners in the perdition of hell,

In an eternal blaze

..in all t he War$@crohGeza Vermeea tsanstatof) (

“And the gates [of Hell] shall open
[on all] the works of Vanity;

and the doors of the Pit shall close
on the conceivers of wickedness;
and the everlasting bars shay bolted

on all the sThanksgiting HymfGezl deargehttarislation)

“.from your correction and you wil/ establish yourse
faults of all the sinners dfhet b eaages .a*ntdo i mea oc aad tl+ tihr
t he gener at Testansent of QahtrQb42,IGeza Vefmes translation)

“.*and all the Sons+ of Darkness wil/l be dar k. *For
will ...and tahrek n®osnss wafl ID be burnt ..For al l folly and

trut h ar destamentgflAmramGeza Vegrmes translation)
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Hell in the Christian Apocrypha

For those modern day readers who have rddeédieval works such ab a n tIiferng, with their

detailed descriptions of the horrors of hed, f ai r questi on may be “were th
of hell described iinfernoall literary license, oarethere any earlyChristianor Jewish era documents

that could have served s a moddahep &8ss Sge e, we' v eNew Tastaneedtthd r om t h
Apocrypha, and the Dead Sea Scrdiscribe hell as a very uncomfortable place to be, but in terms

much lesgraphicthanthe Medieval writers.

It turns out that therewere early Qiristian era documents that described hell in much more graphic

terms. Some people refer to these as t@éristian ApocryphanonGnosti ¢ wor ks that ¢
the New Testament canon. And while we sikeQul dn’ t
they do help us tracthe development ofChristian thought on the subject of hell.

The most interesting one is thRevelation oPeter, a work that appeared on an earl
list of proposed canonical New Testament worikee Muratori Canona fragmentay

list (85 lines) dated to c. 200 A.D., named after its 18th century discoverer, Lod
Muratori. It was quoted from by several of the Early Church FathieckjdingClement
of Alexandria.

TheRevelation of Petewas lost until 1886 when a French aaeological mission found i &
fragments of it in Egypt. Most scholars view that Revelation of Petawas written in
the second century, thus, it could not have been written by Peter. However, it [§
seem to have some stylistic similarities withéte?. Al

The firstpart of the Revelation of Petadescribes a tour of heavegiven to the apostles by two angels.
After this encounter, the tone of the Revelation of Peter turgidedly darker, as the abode of the
unrighteous- and the inhabitants thereofis described ipainful detail

placeof punishment; and those who were punished there and t E
punishingangels had their raiment dark like the air of the place. f “%'
21. And there were ertain there hanging by the tongue: and thesf
were theblasphemersof the way of righteousness; and under them I3
fire, burningand punishing them.
22. And there was a great lake, full of flaming mire, in which we
certainmen that pervert righteousnessnd tormenting angels afflicted ¥
them.
23. And there were also others, women, hanged by their hair over tif \§
mire that bubbled up: and these were they who adorned themsel\
for adultery; and the men who mingled with them in the defilemend = Uizt
of adultery, were hanging by the feet and their heads in that mire. And | dailid not belleve that |
should come into this place.

24. And | saw themurderersand those who conspired with them, cast irdocertain strait place, full of
evil snakes, and smitten bydhke beasts, anthus turning to and fro in that punishment; and worms, as it
were clouds oflarkness, afflicted them. And the souls of the murdered stood and loaked the
punishment of those murderers and daiO God, thy judgmentjsu s t ...

26. And othermen and women were burning up to the middle and weest into a dark place and were
beaten by evil spirits, and their inwardgere eaten by restless worms: and these wehey who
persecuted therighteousand delivered them up.

0. And over against that place | saw another, squalid, and it was g ﬁ;znng?;‘%ﬁ,fﬁﬁ_g
74 f e @E S % \ }

A

I
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27. And near those theravere again women and men gnawing their oliyps, and being punished and

receiving a reehot iron in their eyes: anthese werethey who blasphemedand slandered the way of

righteousness.

28. And over against these again other men and women gnawing thegues and having flaming fire in

their mouths: and these were thialsewitnesses

29.And in a certain other place there were pebbles sharper than swordsyspit, redhot, and women

and men in tattered andilthy raiment rolled about on them in purtisnent: andthese were the richwho

trusted in their riches and had no pity for orphans and widowanddespised the commandment of

God.

30. And in another great lake, full of pitch and blood and mire bubblinghgre stood men and women

up to their knes: and these were thasurersand thosewh o t ake i nterest on interest.

32. And alongside of that cliff there was a place full of much fire, and thered men who with their

own hands had made for themselves carvenages instead of GadAnd alongside ahese were other

men and womenhaving rods and striking each other and neweasing from suchuni s h"'ment ..

(Revelation of Peter‘The AnteNicene Fathers Volume 10Edited by A. Roberts and J Donaldson

emphasis added
The second work is thapocalypsef Paul whichpurportedyd e s cr i bes Paul 's advent
h e av eWih.its emphasis on a wellefined church leadership hierarchy (deacons, bishops,
presbyters), we can guess a-earlier than 2° or 3¢ century date for authorship.

As pat of his tour, Paul is shown the punishment of sinners in hathongthose singled out for eternal
punishment—a d u | t dhieees, aind sl&nderers, and flatterers waywar d presbyters,
deacons, and assortdueretics

“And he * &ichte mea RojosvIime, that | may show thef
where the souls ofhe impious and the sinners are. And he took nje67a«
to the setting of the sunand where the beginning of the heaven halll
been founded upon the river dhe ocean. And | saw beyond theg
river, and thee was no light there, buarkness, and grief, and[\{ "4
groaning; and | saw a bubbling river, and a greattitude both of
men and women who had been cast into it, some ugh® knees,
others up to the navel, and many even up to the crown oftiead.
And | asked: Who are these? And he said to me: Thesetlaeg
who lived unrepenting in fornications and adulteries

And | saw at thesouthwest of the river another river, where therd &
flowed a river of fire, antdhere was there a multitude of many souls.
And | asked the angel: Who atBese, my Lord? And he said to me: These are ttiieves, and
slanderers;and flatterers who did not set up God as their help, but hoped in taaity of their riches.
And | said to him: What is the depth of this rivét?d he sal to me: Its depth has no measure, but it is
immeasurable. And droaned and wept because of mankind. And the angel said to me:Wapest
thou? Art thou more merciful than God? for, being holy, Gepenting over men, waits for their
conversion and repntance; but theydeceived by their own will, come here, and are eternally punished.

And llooked into the fiery river, and saw an old man dragged along by twottedpulled him in up to
the knee. And the angel Temeluch coming, et of an iron vith his hand, and with it drew up the
entrails of that oldman through his mouth. And | asked the angel: My Lord, who is thissttifars this
punishment? And he said to me: This old man whom tbeest was presbyter; and when he had eaten
and drunk, tren heperformed the service of GodAnd | saw there another old man carriedhimste by
four angels; and they threw him into the fiery river up to thiedle, and he was frightfully burnt by the
lightnings. And | said to thengel: Who is this, my Lord? dhe said to me: This whom thou seesisa
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bishop, and that name indeed he was well pleased to have; but in o®mdness of God he did not walk,
righteous judgment he did not judge, theidow and the orphan he did not pity he was neither
affectionate norhospitable; but now he has been recompensed according to his works.

AndI looked, and saw in the middle of the river another man up to the naesifing his hands all bloody,
and worms were coming up through misuth. And | asked the angel: Who is thisy Lord? And he said
to me: This whom thou seest wasdeacon, who ate and drank, and ministered @od And | looked to
another place where there was a brazen wallliimes, and within it men and women eating up their own
tongues,dreadfully judged. Ad | asked the angel: Who are these, my Lord? Ansldigtto me: These are
they who in the church speak against their neighbossid do not attend to the word of God.

And the angel took me up from these torments, and set me above awlglth had seven sds upon its
mouth. And the angel who was with nsaid to the angel at the well of that place: Open the well, that
Paul thebeloved of God may see, because there has been given to him authosgéetthe torments. And
the angel of the place said to me:atl afar offuntil | open the seals. And when he had opened them,
there came forth astench which it was impossible to bear. And having come near the plaae; that
well filled with darkness and gloom, and great narrownesspaice in it. And the angatho was with me
said to me: This place of tiveell which thou seest is cast off from the glory of God, and none oétigels

is importunate in behalf of them; and as many as have profetisztdthe holy Mary is not the mother of
God, and that the Lord dinotbecome man out of her, and that the bread of the thanksgiving and the
cupof blessing are not His flesh and blood, are cast into this well: and as befare no angel is
importunate in their behalf. And | saw towards tketting of the sun, wherdghere is weeping and
gnashing of teeth, many meand women there tormented. And | said to the angel: Who are these,
my Lord? And he said to me: These are they who say that there iissoorection of the dead; and to
them mercy n(Revetation afRauh €Apoctyphaof the New Testamerit, Translated By
Al exander Wal ker, Esqgq., One Of Heyremphasisaeddddy ' s | nspect c

Summary

The concepts of Hell and the Devivaguely formed in the Old Testamentvould solidify in thenter-
Testamental period in the writings of the Apocrypha and the Dead Sea Scrolls. By the time of the New
Testament, tlose conceptsvould become a integralpart of Christian theologwyhich describesa final

victory by Christ over Satan and his miniod after that final victory, a finajudgmentwill eternally
consignSatan and hifollowersto Hell.
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