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LQ@S leéndalstiodg béliever in adult Sunday School classes and Bible studies in our churches. And many
churches have quality, Biblicalhyased adufocused programs. Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to
R2gy L) & | RdzZ G SRdzOl (eduayian (ndt 2 BadzthikgyirditseH) yor farising dh KB peeus of
0§KS adzy OKdzZNOKSRé 3 ¢ K S dipanditiealdgyOsie ofiedzidifposedigndded.dzNO K KA &

Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the Bible and the basis &mkhistory of the
Faith. Among the reasons:

1 Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the chgagfult Sunday School classes/Bible
studies may be their first serious iottuction to what Christianity is all about

91 Christianity (and gpecially Evangelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular
culture (movies, music, etc.). We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith against
Faddr Ol 02N (2eFISYBHBAERS al t cNBBR&E I RA Ay m t SGS

1 Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history
of their Faith

To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and those just starting out in the

G{ ORHF2t/ KNAAGe 0 LQBS GNAGGSY | aSNASa 2F O2dzNASa GKIQ
Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church. The topics represented in these courses are
intended to both further the pAli A OA LI yi Qa ¢l f1 Ay (GKS CFAGKI | a ¢Sttt
apologetics.

While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High School and
College projects, especially the coursaesusedprimarily on historical aspects.

One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I come from a Reformed
Church background), but | hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughout the various courses.

Frontcover. Engraving by Gustave Dore
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Introduction

This course examiseearly Jewish and Christian thought on the topic of heaven. In the Old Testament,
heaven is a place where Gadd the angels residebut not (seemingly) a place where the righteous go
when they die. By the time of the New Testament, heaven is starting to asssimedern connotation

as a paradise where the righteous go to be with God when they die. This gimymbs even more
prominent in apocryphal writings in the early church.

In addition to the Biblel, Q@S I f & 2 redcgtiOthisizR8y®: NB TS

A TheDead Sea Scrolls set of 800 Jewish documents (600 never before seen) found in the Judean
desert nearQumran from 19471956. The Scrolls may have been the library of the Jewish sect
known as the Essenes.

A TheApocryphac the set of 1216 books, most of whichppeared in the Greek translation of the
Old Testament known as the Septuagint, but not in Hebrergiens of the Old Teament. Today,
they appear in some Bibles (Roman Catholic, NRSV, Orthodox, etc.) but not all (NIV, KJV, etc.).

A 1 Enoch 1 Enoctis a £'or 2" centuryB.C. Jewish work whose aive importance has beeraised
in recent years beause at least 20 fragnmtary copies oflL Enocthave been found among the Dead
Sea Scrolls. 1 Enoch doed appear in the Septuagint, and is not generally considered to be part of
the collection of books known as the Apocryphdowever, it does hold a lgue position among
Inter-Testamental Jewish worlkgit is the only IntefTestamental Jewish writing quoted in the New
Testament (Jude 145).

A Christian Apocrypha; Therewere many apocryphal Acts, Gospels, and Apocalypses written in the
first three centures A.D. Some people refer to these as ti@ghristian Apocryphg non-Gnostic
g2N]l & GKFG RARYQG YIS GKS bS¢ ¢SadlyYSyd OFy2yao
inspired or authoritative, they do help us trace the development of Christian thomgltthe subject
of heaven | refer to three of them in this course the Revelation of PeteApocalypse of Paaind
the Revelatiorof John.

While ro Divine inspiration is claimed for theon-Biblicalsourcesquoted herein, theyare useful to
trace thedevelopment of Jewish and early Christian thought on the toplealen

hyS FAYILf AYydNRRdzOG 2 NB yzusv Ly (K kRaraciefistizhhl S> L QY
KSI @Sy o {2 LQOS AIY2NBR U(KS thyOly Eestatsny) ® Kings sues ¥ S NB y
Fda aiKS KSIF@Sya 2LIS )/Sﬁ I)/R L2 dZNBR 2dzi NI Ayé 2N ai

Quiz onHeaven

=

T/F In the Pentateuch, heaven is described as a place that the righteous go after they die

T/F There are nosibns of heaven in the Old Testament

T/F The only two Old Testament figures that ascend to heaven without dying are Elijah and
Moses

Two people that have a vision of heaven in the New Testament are Paul and John

¢k C ¢CKSNBE Aa y2 Jdigued&nglin heavkn ih thedO{d Tabtardeit a I y ¢
T/F 1 Enoclwas written by Enoch in*lcentury B.C.

T/F The only place in the Bible that discusses seraphs is Revelation

T/F Revelation describes a war in heaven between Michael and Satan

wn
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9. T/F Protestants tyipally believe thathe fact thatPeter receivd it KS a1 Se&éa (2 GKS
2 T K Srhe@rS thdt the Church receives its authority from Peter

10. T/F There are more references to heaven in Genesis than in any other book of the Bible

11. T/F The New Testament tdaes that heaven will always exist as it exists today

12. T/F Revelation teaches that the new Jerusalem will have a magnificent Temple from which
to worship God

13. T/F Peter decides to preach to the Gentiles because of a vision from heaven

14. T/F The cherubim plad on the east side of the Garden of Eden are cuddly children

Heaven in the Old Testament

Historical bookgPentateuch

In the earliest parts of the Old Testament, including the Pentateuch, heaven is presented as a place
where God and his angels reside, mat as a place where the righteous go after they die. (In most of

the Old Testamenera, it was believed that humans receive their reward or punishment for their
behavior inthislifecK Sy OS> GKS &1 SLIAOAAY 27F W20 Qane nothidgh Sy RA €
wrong). Some other notes on the earliest writings on heaven:

9 God created heaven

1 God resides in heaven

I God can send angels out from heaven to communicate with
interact with humans

1 God can speak from heaven to humans (Moses), and sewd €ice

from heaven

| SI @Sy Aa aGlro2@0S¢é¢> SIFENIK oSt

D2R aiada 2y | GKNRYS Ay KSI @

description of the throne or environs)

f 2KSY KdzYFya RSOARS (KIFIG (GKSeQff GNB (2 o0daAtR |
cthua = KdzYlya OFly 2yfteé SyYyadSNI KSIF@Sy a LI NI 2F C

9 Humans can have dreams or visions about heaven

=a =

Reference Notes
Genesis 1:1, 2:4, Exodud God created heaven
20:11, 31:17Genesis
14:19, Genesis 14:22
Kings 19:151 Chronicles
16:26,2 Chronicles 2:12

Genesis 1149 Tower of Babel
Genesis 21:17,22:11, |4 . dzi GKS | y3aSt
22:15 2dzi 2 KAY TNR




Reference Notes
Genesis 28:12 al'S owWF 0208 KU
he saw a stairway resting on the
earth, with its top reaching to
heave/ €

Exodus 16:14
Exodus 20:22 4G, 2dz KI S aSSy
that | have spoken to you [Mose|
FNRY KSI @Sy Xé
Deuteronomy 4:36 GCNRY KSI @Sy
KAd ©@2A0S (2
Deuteronomy 4:39, 26:19Heaven isi | 6 2 @S € =
Judges 2:11

1Kings 8:30,8:43,842 [D2 RQa RgSttAy3
Chronicles 6:21, 6:30,
6:33, 6:39, 30:27

1 Kings 22:1,92 Chronicle| Throne in heaven
18:18
Genesis 19:22, Kings Fire from leaven
1:10, 1:12, 1:141
Chronicles 21:2&2
Chronicles 7:1

| TR

1 Chronicles 29:11 GXSOHSNEBEGKAY I A\
Aa @é2dzNBA X¢€

2 Kings 2:1112 Ascension of Elijah

Genesis 5:24 (seealso (6 9y 20K g f 1SR

Hebrews 11:5) was no more, because God took

KAY | gl &Xé

In the introduction to this sectioh said that in the histocalPentateuch books of the Bible, heaven is
not positioned as a place that the righteous go after they die. Howevedatevetwo instances in
the text where humans enter heavealthough both arestill alive- Elijah and Endt

In the case of Enoch, the Old Testament is actually ambiguous as to whether Enoch was alive or dead
when he was taken to heaven:

owWhen Enoch had lived 65 years, he &mee the father of MethuselabAnd after he became the father of
Methuselah, Enoclvalked with God 300 years amdd other sons and daughterltogether, Enoch lived
365 yearsEnoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took himéawag.DSy S&A a4 p YH M

However, the New Testament (and later Jewish thougee 1 Enoch views that Enoch indeed was
taken to heaven while still alive:



By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found,
because God had taken himaway 61 SO NS GA MMYpOU

In the case of Elijah, one of the greatedtthe Old Testament prophets, his ascension to heaven is
presented in a rather abrupt fashion. Elisha and Elijah are walking down the road, and sudden, Elijah is
taken up!

0As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chario
fire and horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, ai

Elijah wentup to heaven in a whirlwindElisha saw this and cried out ; % 7 A5
Gaeé FlIGKSNH aé& FlIGKSNH ¢KS OK i~z 77 K2NASYSY
Elisha saw him no more. Then he took hold of his own ck#rel tore o N

themapartt OH YAYIA HYMM

s
s

So, why are these two singled out? Why Elijah, say, ahtsaiah or Jeremiah or EzekigDhe can only

speculate, but it is possible that Elijah was taken up because he would later return in the form of John

thS . FLIWGA&aG o00GKdzaz Ay | f A Mithéw 1NB th&d i o hihfFof / K NR & |
reincarnation). It is also possible tha&nochand Elijah arél KS & g2 gAGySaasSaé YSyida
¢ and that they are protected from deathunti K Sy &8 GAYS&a¢ &

W2KyYy /[ FE@AYy FNBdz2S&a GKFIG Ay GKS OFrasS 2F 9y20KI ai
9y20KX o0& O02yySOGAy3I Al AYYSRALF (St @& havddedmaikiyh & LJIA 2 d
others since Enoch thétavet A @8 R dzA LJF Y R dzLINA IKG f A@S&aés odzi GKSe@

G1'S Ydzad 0SS akKlyYStSaate O2yiSyiGAizdzazr o6K2 gAftt y20G I
pointed out. All are, indeed, taken out of the world by death; but Moses plainly dedlaa¢Epoch was

GF1Sy 2dzi 2F (4KS g2NIR o0& |y dzydzidzZa t Y2RST yR 61 & NI
in the middle period of life, suddenly, and in an unexampled method, vanished from the sight of men,

because the Lord took him away, as w@ad was also done with respect to Elijah. Since, in the translation

of Enoch, an example of immortality was exhibited; there is no doubt that God designed to elevate the

minds of his saints with certain faith before their death; and to mitigate, by tbisalation, the dread

which they might entertain of death, seeing theypuld know that a better life was elsewhere laid up for

them.

X there was, in the translation of Enoch, an instruction for all the godly, that they should not keep their

hope confinedwithin the boundaries of this mortal life. For Moses shows that this translation was a proof

of the Divine love towards Enoch, by connecting it immediately with his pious and upright life.
Nevertheless, to be deprived of life is not in itself desirabléollbws, therefore, that he was taken to a

better abode; and that even when he was a sojourner in the world, he was received into a heavenly

country; as the Apostle, in the Epistle to the HebrehsS 6 NBE & mMmMYp O Codnnendriyén G Sl OKS A«
GenesisJohn Calvin)

ThePsalms and Job

Most references to heavein the Psalms and Joare made in passing, and are a subsétthe
information seen in the histocal book#Pentateuch.

Reference Notes
Job 37:3 Lightning from heaven




Reference Notes
Psalms 18:13 G ¢ KS [ hderdd frank dz
heaven; the voice of the Most
| A3K NBaz2dzyRSR
Psalms 76:8 GCNRY KSI @Sy &1

2dzZRAYSy i X¢

Manna from heaven

G¢KS [ hw5 KI a
G§KNRYS Ay KSI @
God made heaven

Psalms 78:24, 105:40
Psalms 103:19, 123:1

Psalms 33:6, 115:15,
121:2, 124:8134:3, 146:6

TheProphets

In the Old Testament writing of the prophetshich include some of the last books written for the Old
Testament (Daniel, Malachi, Zechariah), we startde glimpses of the theology of heaven and the
descriptons of heaven that would later flower in the late inf€estamenél period, including discussion
of issues such as:

It is possible to fall from heaven (Satan?)
5S0FIAf SR RSAONRLIIAZ2Y A
'y AYUNRBRdAzOGA2Y G2hedvena{ 2y 27
A description of God on his thrown

The concept of atonement and forgiveness of sins through the intercession of a heavenly being

2F D2RQa KSI @Syte | GGSyR
alyé¢ TFTAIdNB Ay

=A =4 =4 =4 -4 =9

The concept oft 2 LIi®gks in heaven is introduced

Reference

Notes

Nehemiah 9:6

GXGKS Ydzt GAGdzR
worship yalzX &

Nehemiah 9:6

God made heaven

Nehemiah 9:15

Bread from heaven

Isaiah 14:12Ezekiel

It is possible to fall from heaven

28:1219 (Satan?)

Isaiah 66:1 Throne in heaven

Jeremiah 33:25 GXFAESR flga 27
SI NI KXé§

Daniel 4:31 éXa voice came frofk S @S yf

Daniel 4:37 D2R Aa (GKS G&VYAy

Daniel 7:28:8, 11:4,
Zechariah 2:6

GaF2dzNJ 6AyRa 27

Daniel 7:910 Ancient of Days

Daniel 7:1314 Son of Man in heaven

Zechariah 6:5 Four spirits of heaven

Malachi 3:10 Floodgates of Heaven

Isaiah 6:17 God on his throne; seraphs w/ h
coals; atonement for sin

Ezekiel 1 Wheels within wheels

Ezekiel 28:129

Guardian cherub cast out from
heaven




Isaiah 6:17 describes heavenly beisgiamed seraphs (mentioned no where else in the Biblell an
introduces the concept dieavenlyatonement for sin.

dln the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his
robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wingsctwered their
faces, with two they covered their feegnd with two they were flyingAnd they were calling to one

another:
Gl 2fexy K2fex K2fé Aa GKS [hw5 ! fYAIKGET
GKS 6K2tS SIFENIK Aa FdAf 2F KA& 3If 2NB bE

At the sound of their voices the doorpasand thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.

G22S G2 YSH¢ L ONARSR® aL Y NHZAYSRH C2NJL +FY | YIy

2

fALIAI YR Y& SeSa KI @S aSSy (GKS YAy3ds GKS [hw5 ! fYAIFk

Then one of the seraphs flews ie with a live coal in his hand, which he hakleta with tongs from the
atar,2 AGK AlG KS (2dzOKSR Yeé Y2dz2ikK FyR &4FARX a{SSs (KAa
@2dzNJ &A Y £l G02LyaS7R | T2 NeXdrém

Perhaps the most vibrant descriptiamf heaven and heavenly beings in the Old Testament is in the first

K

two chapters of Ezekiél Ly GKS FANRG OKFLIWGSNE 6SQONB Ay dNRRdzOS

Revelation 4:68):

A looked, and | saw a windstorm coming out of the nortm immense cloud with flashing lightning and
surrounded by brilliant light. The center of thieef looked like glowing metahnd in the fire was what
looked like four living creatures. In appearartbeir form was that of a marhut each of themhad four
faces and four wingsTheir legs were straight; their feet were like those of a calf gtehmed like
burnished bronzeUnder their wings on their four sides they had the hands of a man. Alfaiinem had
faces and wingsand their wings touched one anoth Each one went straight ahead; they did not turn as
theymovedé 691 S99 A St wmYn

1 O02YLIl yeAy3a GKS F2dzNJ t AGAy3I ONBIF GdzZNBa FNBE aoKSS

ata L t221SR G GKS fAQGAy3I ONBIGdz2NBaxzr L alg | sKSSt
This was the appearance and structure of the wheels: They sparkled like chrysolite, and all four looked

alike. Each appeared to be made like a wheel intersecting a wheel. As they moved, they would go in any

one of the four directions the creatures facatip wheels did not turn about as the creatures went. Their

t

NAYd 6SNB KAIK FyR 6382YSs FyR Ftt F2dNJ NAya sSNB TFo

When the living creatures moved, the wheels beside them moved; and w"~=
the living creatures rose from the ground,ettwheels also rose. Wherever the.~
spirit would go, they would go, and the wheels would rise along with the
because the spirit of the living creatures was in the wheels. When the creat. —=
moved, they also moved; when the creatures stood still, they aisodsstill; .,

and when the creatures rose from the ground, the wheels rose along v

(KSYS 080l dzaS G(KS ALANRG 2F (GKS tAQAy3 ONBIl (dzNB& 6t

1:1521)

We are also given a description of God on his throne in the first chapter of Ezekiel

10



G¢KSYy GKSNB OFYS I @2A0S8S TNRY 06208 (KS SELIyasS 29S8t
Above the expanse over their heads was what looked like a throne of sapphire, and high above on the

throne was a figure like that of a man. | saw thatnfrevhat appeared to be his waist up he looked like

glowing metal, as if full of fire, and that from there down he looked like fire; and brilliant light surrounded

him. Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the radianceldnound

This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. When | saw it, | fell facedown, and |
KSFNR (GKS @2A0S 2F 28S aLISI{Ay3aoé 091 S1TASE mYup

In Daniel 7 (perhaps the last section of the Old Testament to be written), we get a detadedption
2F D2R 2y KA& (GKNRYyS> GKS YdzZf GAGAzZRSE GKFdG FGdSyR
all themes that would be enlarged upon in New Testament writings, such as Revelation 4 and 5.

ata L t221SR=Z
GGKNRYySa 6SNB aSi Ay LX I OS:
and the Ancient of Days took his seat.
His clothing was as white as snow;
the hair of his head was white like wool.
His throne was flaming with fire,
and its wheels were all ablaze.
A river of fire was flowing,
coming out from beforénim.
Thousands upon thousands attended him;
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him.
The court was seated,
FYR GKS 0221a 6SN®) 2LISYSRPE 05FyASE 1Y

Ly GKS &lYS OKFLIGSNI 2F 5FyASts g&YNS { My BNR R dIRSR 2
Later Christian theology would associate this figure with Christ.

GLY Y& @raAirzy i yA3aIKGEG L t221SRZI YR (G4KSNB o0SF¥2NB YS
heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was techis presence. He was given authority, glory

and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an
everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroy&d5 I y A S

7:1314)

In Zechariah, we get a description of yet more types of heavenly beifigk S & F2 dzNJ & LJA NR G & ¢
associated with foudifferent colored horses. Compare to Revelation-8:1

G¢KS Fy3aSt IyasgSNBR YSI ac¢ gohadut fronNsandingis thefpsesente &f LIA NA ( a 3
the Lord of the whole world. The one with the black horses is going toward the north country, the one
GAGK GKS 6KAGS K2NRS& G26FNR GKS 6Saidz IyR (GKS 2yS g4

When the powerfi K2 NBRS& ¢Syid 2dziz KSe& 6SNB adGNXAyAy3a G2

1] 2
GKNRdzIK2dzi GKS SIENIKHE {2 (GKS& HHSyi G(KNRdIdAK2dzi GKS |

3
é .
So, the Old Testament provides interesting glimpses into what heaven looks likectarities therein

butA G adAff R2 Sasfichéd asa [pkhds thattkeliéversgd dter they die. Old Testament

belief appears to have beethat everyone went to the shadowy place namsdeold ¢ F 6 2 RS 2 F (i &
R S | Bftérithey diedc good or evil. Shed seemsto have different meaningin different contexts in

11



the Old Testament (sometimes used as a metaphor, sometimes referring to a placese&below).
But Psalmsl39:8 says thatGod is still with people in Sheol.

Reference Notes

Job 30:23 "place appointed for all the
living."

Psa 88:3% "those who go down to the pit"

Ezek 26:20 "dwell in the earth below"

Psa 30:9, Job 17:16 Place of dust

Job 10:21 "place of no return”

Psa 88:1a42 "land of oblivion"

Eccl 9:10 No knowledge or wisdorim the
grave

Psa 31:17, 94:17 Silence in death

Psa 139:8 God is still with people in Sheol

Psa 49:15 God can raise people from the
grave

Heaven as a place for the righteous to go after they die to be with God in eternity is a concept that grew
in the InterTestamental period, and in the Nelrestament

The InterTestamental writings

The interTestamental period can be defined as the time between the end of the Old Testament (c. 430
B.C.), and the time of Jesus'@entury A.D.)The development bcertain theological viewpoints in the
Inter-Testamental period that would later flourish under Christianity, such as resurrection of the dead,
belief in the devil, demons, and hell, a focus on the end times, belief in a divine Messiah, and a highly
deveR LISR €If ¥ B&@dred in this time, in documents such as the Apocrypha, the Dead Sea
Scrolls, and Enoch

Is there a similar development in these infBestamental writings in the theology of heaven? Well
examine that question next.

Heaven in theApocrypha

Angelsfrom heaven intervening in human affairs

An important theme that runs througbeveral of theMaccabees is that God will send help from heaven
to protect his faithful. This is explicitly outlined it Maccabees:

oFor he who has his dwilg in heaven watches over that plaitee Temple treasuryhimself and brings it
aid, and he strikes and destroys g®who come to do it injuryThis was the outcome of the episode of
Heliodorus and the protection of the treasugy. 6 H a I OCH0,6lIRSY& o Yo

Here are three examples of divine intervention from heaven in the Maccabees, the first two in Judea,
the third in Egypt:

4 S arAR KIFIG KS KFEFR 02YS gAGK GKS {Ay3IQa I dziK2NRGeE
indignantly protesed his words, considering it outrageous that those who had committed deposits to the

12



sacred treasury should be deprived of them, and did all that they could to prevent it. But, uttering threats,
Apollonius went on to the temple. While the priests togettveith women and children were imploring
God in the temple to shield the holy place that was being treated so contemptuously, and while
Apollonius was going up with his armed forces to seize the maarggels on horseback with lightning
flashing from their weapons appeared from heaven, instilling in them great fear and tremblifidnen
Apollonius fell down half dead in the temple area that was open to all, stretched out his hands toward
heaven, and with tears begged the Hebrews to pray for him and propitlegewrath of the heavenly

F NYeé ®é on -14,NRSYémprasSsiadded)

dWhen the battle became fierceéhere appeared to the enemy from heaven five resplendent men on
horses with golden bridles, and they were leading the Jevisvo of them took[Judas]Maccabeus
between them, and shielding him with their own armor and weapons, they kept him from being
wounded. They showered arrows and thunderbolts on the enemy, so that, confused and blinded, they
were thrown inb disorder and cut to pieceSwenty thousad five hundred were slaughtered, besides six
hundred cavalné 6 H a | O OBIWHNRS\Emphasi¥ added)

oAnd when the Jews observed this they raised great cries to heaven so that even the nearby valleys
resounded with them and brought an uncontrollabterror upon the army. Then the most glorious,
almighty, and trueGod revealed his holy face and opened the heavenly gates, from which two glorious
angels of fearful aspect descended, visible to all but the JeWsey opposed the forces of the enemy and
filled them with confusion and terror, binding them Wiimmovable shackle€ven the king began to
shudder bodily, and héorgot his sullen insolenc&he animalddrunken elephants!turned back upon

the armed forces following them and began trampling afestroying themé 6o al O02168S& cYwmT

NRSVemphasis added)

Heaven as a place for the righteous

Even fairly late in the InteFestamental period fLor 2 century B.C.), there still seemed to be the
attitude that heaven was a place for God and hisvesdy attendants¢ not a place for the saved
righteous:

&For your dwelling is the heaven of heavens, unapproachable by human leings.o al OOl 6 SS& HYwmMpO

However, in 2 Esdras (which describes a vision of Ezra), we finally (parts of 2 Esdras were probably
written in 1% century A.D.) see a cleharbingerof the later Christian theology of heaven as a paradise
for the righteousc and hdl as an abode for the sinful.

G¢KS LIAG 2F G02N¥VSyd aklFff | LILISFNE | ydeeoHellsBalihed S A
disclosed, anapposite it the paradise of delightThen the Most High will say to the nations that have

0SSy NIAaSR FTNRY (KS RSIFIRXZ W[221 y262 |yR dzyRSNAGI Y

served, whose commandments you havesgised.Look on this side and on that; here are delight and
rest YR GKSNB INBE FANB FyR (2N¥SydaodQ ¢Kdza KS gAff
7:36-38, NRSMemphasis added

Judgment Day
Finally, 2 Esdras disces®ne of the most mometous future events in heavegJudgment Day:

G¢KS az2ad | A3IK aKlftt 0SS NBOJSI ki@ RhalPpsss aways and gatiedce 2 ¥ 2 dzR 3
aKFfttf 0SS SAGKRNIgy® hyteé 2dzRIYSyYyd akKlfft NBYFAYIZ Nz

Esdras 7:3334, NRSV)
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Heaven in the Dead Sea Scrolls

One of the most apocalyptic and eschatological documents among the Dead Sea ScrolWas tfe

the Sons of Light Against the Sons of Darkneften contracted to simply th&/ar Scroll The tone of

one of thepassage#n theWar ScrolSOK2 Sa GKS LJ aal 3Sa ¢6SQ@S |-f NBF Re@
the direct intersession of heavenly figures to assist humans in times of military crisis. Note that in the
following passage, the angelic host fights alodgghe faithful:

oFor Thou wilt fight with them from heaven... For the multitude of the Holy Ones [is with Thee] in heaven,
and the host of the Angels is in Thy holy abode, praising Thy Name. And Thou hast established in [a
community] for Thyself the etd of Thy holy people. [The list] of the names of all their host is with Thee in
the abode of Thy holiness; [the reckoning of the saints] is in Thy glorious dwaHicey Thou hast
recorded for them, with the gravintpol of life, the favours of [Thy] bésings and the Covenant of Thy
peace, that Thou mayest reign [over them] for ever and ever and throughout all the eternal ages. Thou
wilt muster the [hosts of] Thine [el]ect, in their Thousands and Myriads, with Thy Holy Ones [and with all]
Thine Angelsthat they may be mighty in battle, [and may smite] the rebels of the earth by Thy great
judgements, and that [they may triumph] totieer with the elect of heaven.

For Thou art [terrible], O God, in the glory of Thy kingdom, and the congregation of ThyOHes is
among us for everlasting succour. We will despise kings, we will mock and scorn the mighty; for our Lord is
holy, and the King of Glory is with us together with the Holy Ones. Valiant [warricits @hgelic host

are among our nhumbered menandthe Hero of war is with our congregation; the host of His spirits is
with our foot-soldiers and horsemen. [They are as] clouds, as clouds of dew (covering) the earth, as a
shower of rain shedding judgement on all that grows on the earWar Scroll XI| Vermestranslation,
emphasis added

An interesting section in the Thanksgiving Hymns discusses how at the time of JudgmEnt Day K S
everlasting gatesi[a A dzY SRt 83X (GKS 3IFG4Sa 2F KSI @Sye akKkff aSyl
Chapter 19 ofRedel A2y o0alL al ¢ RikeladSy 20 KRAGSYy 26 8N T2 f ;

6And then at the time of Judgememhe Sword of God shall hasteand all the sons of His truth shall
awaketo [overthrow] wickedness; all the sons of iniquity shall be no mdilee Hero shall bend his bow;
the fortress shall open on to endless spawal the everlasting gates shall send out weapons ofdnar
(Thanksgiving HymrsectionX1V, Vermes Translatipn

A passage in théestament of Amralh g KAt S A0 R2 Sa ife@ven, és@hlishgstat & Y S
dichotomy between those that will go towards the light, and those that go toward perdition. If we

assume that that place they are going is heaven or hell, then this shows a development of theological
thought from the Old Testamersheol

G anounce (thisytoyou [and alldo g A f € A Yy R SERhe/Sgh¥ & Nght] viillisBirdzXand all
the Sons] of Darkness will ldark.[For all the Sons of Lightgnd by all their knowledge they wiland the
Sors of Darkness will bé dzNJfoii Al folly andwicked[ness are dar]k, and all [peajce and truth are
brigh[t. For all theSons of Light g]o towards the light, towards [eternal] jo[y and rejJoicin[g], and all the
Sons of Dar[kness go towards death] anmkrditionXThe people shalhave brightneskand they will
Ol dz& S (i K S(Yhe Tiedtanfeit @f \ramMQ548 Vermes translation, emphasis added

Finally, in a scroll calledhe New Jerusalemve see a description of Jerusalem during the end times

(compare with Revelation 214t had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the
gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Igraeld ¢KS GSEG AGa
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break any new theological grourgdt simply describes the new Jerusalerbut the very fact obeliefin
a new Jerusalem is an interesting theological development.

ofAnd they] c[al]l [the name of] this (one) [Gate] of Naphtali. And from this gate he measured to the
[eastern] gate 25 [s]tadia. And they call this gate GatAsder. Ard he measu[red from] this [ga]te to the
eastern corner 25 stadizacatAnd he led me into the city, and he measured each block of houses for its
length and width, fiftyone reeds by fiftyone, in a square a[M] £€(The NewJerusalem4Q554 Geza
Vermes traslation)

Heaven in 1 Enoch
1 Enoclpurports to be written by Enoch, describing his vision of heaven (see Genesis 5:24):

G/ 2y OSNyAy3a (KSasS GKAy3aa gAff L aLsFH1zZ IyR GKSasS (KA
In consequence of that wtih has been shewn to me, from my heavenly vision and from the voice of the

K2fe y3asSta KI@S L | OljdANBR 1y2¢f SRAIST YR IFNRY (KS
Enoch92:2-3, translation by Richard Laurence, LL.D., 1821)

Most scholars tday believe that several authors wroteEnochperhaps over a period of some years.

Unlike the Apocrypha and the Dead Sea Scrdlld:nochdisplaysa significant development of

theological thought regarding heavewmhen compared withthe Old Testament. It contains many
RSAONALIIAZ2Yya 2F KSI@Sys D2R ZyandKdridus ardkangels.Sitalsd 2 R Q &
firmly positions heaven as a place for the faithful and righteous to be with@@odlistinction to hell,

which is for sinnerand nonkelievers Note also thafl Enoclseems to come down on the side of those

LIS2LX S GKFEG o0StAS@PS GKIFIG ¢S R2y Qi 32 G2 KSI @Sy dzy

/] KILIGSNI mo RSaONR 6 S aandhisdesdripma of Sof dribe thfogeii 2 K S+ #Sy

Gpd . SK2f Bricloddyinviie® mej andd rdisk invited me; the running of the stars and flashes of
lightning impelled and pressed me forwards, while winds in the vision assisted my flight, hastening me.

10. They elevated me aloft to heaven

16. Xlts floor was on fireabove were lightnings and agitated stars, while its roof exhibited a blazing fire.

17. Attentively | surveyed it, and saw that it contained an exalted throne;

18. The appearance of which was like that of frost; while its circumference resembled the thb of
brilliant sun; and there was the voice of the cherubim.

19. From underneath this mighty throne rivers of flaming fire issued.

20. To look upon it was impossible.

21. One great in glory sat upon it

22. Whose robe was brighter than the sun, and whiteart snow.

23. No angel was capable of penetrating to view the face of Him, the Glorious and the Effulgent; nor could
any mortal behold him. A fire of flaming fire was around Him.

24. A fire also of great extent continued to rise up before Him; so thabnetof those who surrounded

Him was capable of approaching Him, among the myriads of myriads who were before Him. And He
required not holy counsel. Yet did not the sanctified, who were near Him, depart far from Him either by
night or by day; nor were thesemoved from Him. | also was so far advanced, with a veil on my face, and
trembling. Then the Lord with his own mouth called me, saying: Approach hither, Enoch, at my holy word.
25. And He raised me up, making me near even to the entrance. My eye wasidigeR (12 G KS 3INER dzy Rd
Enoch Chapter 13translation by Richard Laurence, LL.D., 3821
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1Enochh Yy 1 N2 RdzOSa (KS 02y OSLIi 2F I K2f RAY3 additingOS o6 aR
their resurrection on Judgment Day:

ol. From thence | proceked to another spot, where | saw on the west a great and lofty mountain, a
strong rock, and four delightful places.

2. Internally it was deep, capacious, and very smooth; as smooth as if it had been rolled over; it was both
deep and dark to behold.

3. ThenRaphael, one of the holy angels who were with me, answered and said: These are the delightful
places where the spirits, the souls of the dead, will be collected; for them were they formed; and here will
be collected all the souls of the sons of men.

4. These places, in which they dwell, shall they occupy until the day of judgment, and until their
appointed period¢ (1 EnochChapter 22franslation by Richard Laurence, LL.D., 1&Mphasis added)

Chapter 39 clearly paints heaven as a place for the riayge The reward of the righteowsi 2 0SS &G A Y
0§KS LINBASYyOS 2F D2R F¥2NJ SOSNJ YR FT2NJ SOSNEY

@ rnithere | saw another vision; | saw the habitations and resting places of the saints. There my eyes beheld
their habitations with the angels, and their resting g¢a with the holy ones. They were entreating,
supplicating, and praying for the sons of men; while righteousness like water flowed before them, and
mercy like dew was scattered over the earth. And thus shall it be with them for ever and for ever.

5. At that time my eyes beheld the dwelling of the elect, of truth, faith, and righteousness.

6. Countless shall be the number of the holy and the elect, in the presence of God for ever and for ever.

7. Their residence | beheld under the wings of the Lord of spiAtl the holy and the elect sung before

him, in appearance like a blaze of fire; their mouths being full of blessings, and their lips glorifying the
name of the Lord of spirits. And righteousness incessantly dwelt beforet liimEnoch Chapter 39,
trandation by Richard Laurence, LL.D., 1821

] KFLIGSNI ne RSAONROSA G(KS 64!'yOASYyd 2F 5Feaér FyYR R

& mMThere | beheld the Ancient of days, whose head was like white wool, and with him another, whose
countenance esembled that of man. His countenance was full of grace, like that of one of the holy angels.
Then | inquired of one of the angels, who went with me, and who showed me every secret thing,
concerning this Son of man; who he was; whence he was and why bepanied the Ancient of days.

2. He answered and said to me, This is the Son of man, to whom righteousness belongs; with whom
righteousness has dwelt; and who will reveal all the treasures of that which is concealed: for the Lord of
spirits has chosen himand his portion has surpassed all before the Lord of spirits in everlasting
dzLINR 3 K fi Eh6ch Ghapier 46translation by Richard Laurence, LL.D., 1821

ChapterfTORSa ONA 6Sa D2RQa KSIH@Syté |didSyRIy(afbays:yR I A D!

GTd ¢KSNB L 0SKStRX Ay (KS YAR&AGD 2F (GKIFG fA3IKEGZ | 6 dz
8. And in the midst of these stone vibrations of living fire. My spirit saw around the circle of this flaming
habitation, on one of its extremities, that thewere rivers full of living fire, which encompassed it.

9. Then the Seraphim, the Cherubim, and Ophanin [four living creatures/wheels] surrounded it: these are
those who never sleep, but watch the throne of his glory.

10. And | beheld angels innumerable oilisands of thousands, and myriads and myriads, who surrounded
that habitation.

11. Michael, Raphael, Gabriel, Phanuel and the holy angels who were in the heavens above, went in and
out of it. Michael, Raphael, and Gabriel went out of that habitation, amlgt kngels innumerable.

12. With them was the Ancient of days, whose head was white as wool, and pure, and his robe was
indescribable (1 EnochChapter 70translation by Richard Laurence, LL.D., 1821
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Chapter 92 ofl EnochRS & ONA 6 Sa | Goh&docdnd $indeRyiskS FRMNY SNI KSI @S
RSLI NI FYyR LI &aa lFgléé O002YLINB 6AGK wSOStFOGAZ2Y HwMm

17. The former heaven shall depart and pass away; a new heaven shall appear; and all the celestial powers
shall shine with sevenfold splendour for ever. Aftards likewise shall there be many weeks, which shall
externally exist in goodness and in righteousneék.Enoch Chapter 92, translation by Richard Laurence,
LL.D., 1821)

And finally,1 Enocthas several references to the final judgment:

06ANnd after his, on the seventh day of the tenth week, there shall be an everlasting judgment, which shall
be executed upon the Watchers; and a spacious eternal heaven shall spring forth in the midst of the
angelst 1 EnbchChapter 92, Laurence)

ah &35 1 miglyaviho ihhatit e world, you shall behold my Elect one, sitting upon the throne of
my glory. And he shall judge Azazeel [Satan] all his associates, and all his hosts, in the name of the Lord of
& LIA N EnéctB4:5, Ladence)

a1l S &l G hdahd2of/his Gléns and the principal part of the judgment was assigned to him, the Son
27T Y I1EmeEB8:39 Latence)

Heaven in the New Testament

SynopticGospels

Like in the Old Testament, the synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke) discuss heavgla@swhere
God reigns on his throne, surrounded by the hedyéiosts. Also like the Old Testament, people can be
Ol &aid 2dzi 2 FSakasfalldike yightoing froméhkag¥re deStructive forces can be unleashed
from heaven, and God can talk bmmans from heaven.

However, there are elements in the Synoptic Gospels trat generallynot in the Old Testament
(although some exist in late intdrestamental writings), including:

91 Believers are encouraged to store up treasure in heaven
1 After the resurrection of the dead, humans will become like angels in heaven
1

! ALISOAFAO LRadtsS ot SGSNL A& G- 4 0SAYy-S
KSI @Sy¢

9 Jesus ascends to heavenand will return from there during the end
times 7

1 Jesus, the Son of God, reignsheaven with God (much more specifif ‘
than the passages in Daniel 7) ‘ % /

1 Heaven will not always exist(!) N 4 %

T ¢KSNB FINB Yryé NBFTSNByOSa (2 caft e Ja R2Y 27
conceptnot YSY A2y SR Ay GKS hfR ¢Sai LQ@S Y
table below, buttts LIKN} &S LINRP ol 6f & R2Say diomhN@Edmik. d2 L
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Reference

Notes

Matthew 3:2 GwSLISYy iz F2NJ i
KSIF @Sy Aad ySI NJ
Matthew 3:16 Mark 1:9, [a! 4 G KIF G Y2YSy

Luke 3:2122, John 1:33
34

opendd, and he saw the Spirit of]
God descending like a dove and
fAIKGAYT 2y KA

Matthew 3:17 Mark 1:10,
Luke 3:2122, John 1:33
34, John 12:48

Voice from heaven

Matthew 4:17, 5:3, 5:10,
5:1920, 8:11, 10:7, 11:2]
14, 13:11, 13:24, 13:31,
13:33, 13:44, 135,
13:47, 13:52, 18:4,
18:23, 19:12, 19:14,
19:23, 20:1, 22:225:1

Kingdom of heaven

Matthew 5:12 Luke 6:23

Reward in heaven

Matthew 5:34 | S @Sy A& D2RQ{
Matthew 6:9 Our Father in Heaven
Matthew 6:2Q Mark a.dzi aG2NB  dzLd

10:21

treasures in heaven, where mott
YR NUzAG R2 y2

Matthew 16:19

Keys to the kingdom of heaven

Matthew 18:10

GC2NJ L GSff ez
heaven always see the face of n|
Father in heaveXé

Matthew 18:18

aL GStt e2dz yau
bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loosq
on earth will e loosed in

KSI @Sy oé

Matthew 19:21 Luke
12:33 Luke 18:22

Treasure in heaven

Matthew 22:30

aG!' d GKS NBa&dzNNJ
neither marry nor be given in
marriage; they wilbe like the

Fy3sta Ay KSI @9

Matthew 23:9 Luke 11:13

The Father is in heaven

Matthew 24:35 Mark

13:31, Luke 21:33

Heaven will not always exist
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Reference

Notes

Matthew 24:36 Mark
13:32

Angels in heaven do not know tf
time

Matthew 25:64 Mark

a X KS Mag sfttin@at the

14:62 NA3IKG KIyR 27

Matthew 28:2 axXry Fy3ast 27
R26Yy FTNRBY KSI O

Matthew 28:18 Gl £t FdziK2NRG @
SINIK KIFIa 6SSy

Mark 12:25, Luke 2:15
Luke 22:43

Angels in heaven

Mark 16:19 Luke24:51

Jesus ascends to heaven

Luke 9:51 a!'a GKS GAYS |
G2 0SS G 1Sy dzLd

Luke 9:54 James and John want to call do
fire from heaven

Luke 10:18 aL alg {FaFy ¥FI
FNRY KSI @Sy Xé

Luke 10:20 GXNB22A0S éskie
written in heaverX¢

Luke 10:21 The Father is Lord of heaven an
earth

Luke 15:7 Rejoicing in heaven

Luke 17:29 Fire from heaven

Luke 21:11 GCKSNBE ¢gAtt oS
famines and pestilences in vario|
places, and fearful events and
greata A 3y a FTNRY K

Luke 24:51 G2 KAES KS g1l a
[Jesus] left them and was taken
dzLJ Ay 2 KSI @Sy

&

John 1:51 GXez2dz aKlFfft as
the angels of God ascending an
RSAOSYRAY3 2y

John 3:13 Gb2 2yS Kliio SO

heaven except the one who cani
fromheaven 1 KS {2y

John 6:3133, John 6:41,
John 6:5661, 6:58

Manna from heaven

19



Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven

As noted above, Matthew 16:19 says that Peter is to bergivél KS | S a 25 PSy ¢ o
is worth noting the different ways that Protestants and Catholics have ingtepr '
those verses over the years.

al i mMcYmMy bL=z0 G!'yR L GStt @e2dz GKI G
and the gates of Hades will not aeeme it. {1
(Mat 16:19NIV) 1 will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bing =
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaver]

The Roman Church also points to passages such as John 21:16, where Jesus says o i
Peter "Take care of my sheep”, as further justification that Peter is the founder of thistidh Church.

t NEGSadlyda KIGS GNI RAGAZ2YL f dsages loyndiGteidtEhéih Rl G KS &
t SGSNI A& (GKS aNRO] dzZllRYy o¢KAfGtKA A @BKSf aPpEAE RIYeGO
Praestants often view that Pauhot Peter, is the founder of the Christian Church as we know it today.

My =

Acts
' OGaz oSAy3a I KAalu2NE 2F (GKS SINIé OKdINODKI R2SayQ
few items of interest:

f At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descends from Heat/ advéol¥nt wind came from heaven and
filled the whole hous¥ € 0
1 Jesus will remain in heaven until the end times
T ta LINI 2F tldf Qa O2y@PSNBAZ2Y 2y GKS NRIFIR (G2 51
1 Peter receives a vision of heaven which results in kimgghis ministry to the Gentiles

Reference Notes

Acts 1:2, 1:11 WS&adzaQ | A0Sy aani

Acts 2:2 GXlF @GA2tSyl Ay
heaven and filled the whole
K2dza SXé

Acts 2:34 GC2NJ 51 AR RAR
KSI @Sy Xé

Acts 3:21 a1l S wwSadzae Ydz

heaven until the time comes for
D2R G2 NXaidz2NB
Acts 4:12 GXGKSNB Aa y2 1
heaven given to men by which v
Ydzai 0SS &l OSR®DY
Acts 4:24, 14:15 God made heaven

Acts 7:49 GQl SISy A& Ye
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Letters

The letters of Paul, James, Peter, and whoever wrote Hebaeldssome interesting informatioq and
theology- about heaven, including:

= =4

=A =4 =4 =4

Reference

Notes

Acts 7:5556

. dzié { G S Ltfe Sighz
Spirit, looked up to heaven and
saw the glory of God, and Jesug
standing at the right hand of
D2 RX§

Acts 9:3, 22:6, 26:13,
26:19

A light from heaven on the road
to Damascus

Acts 10:11, 10:16, 11:5,

t SGSNDRa GAarzy

11:10 opened andsomething like a larg
sheet being let down to earth by
AGa FT2dz2NJ O2NY S
Acts 11:9 Peter hears a voice from heaver
Acts 17:24 God is Lord of heaven

Jesus came from heaven

t | dz
detail below)
t | dz

¢tKS 02y OSLI

KFa I

RAaOdzaasSa |

BGrEA2Y

6KSNBE KSQa

Gr 18y

G2

GKS aiK

GOAGAT SYaKALI Ay KSI @Sy¢é
Christ (as part of the triune God) createlii things in heaven
At some pointhe faithful will be taken up to heaven

2F al yS¢g KSI @Sy
greatly enlarged upon in Revelation.
Reference Notes

Romans 1:18

G¢KS & NI GKing2 ¥
revealed from heavexé

1 Corinthians 15:448

G¢KS FANRG Yy
the earth, the second man from
heaverxX¢

2 Corinthians 5:1 Gy SGUSNYyFt K2
2 Corinthians 12:2 The third heaven

Galatians 1:8 An angel from heaven

Ephesias 3:15 aL 1ySSt o0ST2NJ

whom his whole family in heave
FyR 2y SFNIK R

Philippians 3:20

GX2dz2NJ OAGAT Sy a
And we eagerly await a Savior
from there, the Lord Jesus

/ KNRA&adXé

Colossians 1:5

Hope stored in heave

Colossians 1:16

aX0eé KAY w/ KN {
created: things in heaven and o
SINIKY @ArAaArof S

1 Thessalonians 1:10

Christ will return from heaven
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Reference Notes
Thessalonians 4:167 AX8S 6Kz I NB a
left will be caught up togethe
with them in the clouds to meet
GKS [2NR Ay @K
2 Thessalonians 1:7 aCKAa oGAff KIF LI
Jesus is revealed from heaven i
blazing fire with his powerful

REREY
Hebrews 1:3, 8:1 WSadza arda Fia i
alt28aide Ay KSI
Hebrews 9:24 G/ KNR &G RAR-made

sanctuary [ the Temple] that wag
only a copy of the true one; he
SYyiSNBR KSI @Sy

Hebrews 12:23 Names written in heaven

Hebrews 12:25 Christ warns us from heaven

James 3:17 Wisdom from heaven

James 8.2 G XR2 vy 2rinot Bydh&akeNJ
2NJ 6& SIFNIK 2NJ

1 Peter 1:4 An inheritance kept in heaven fg
us

1 Peter 1:12 Holy Spirit sent to us from heavg

1 Peter 3:2122 GWSadza / KNRAGZ
KSI @Sy FyR Aa |

2 Paer 1:18 Voice from heaven

2 Peter 3:13 A new heaven and a new earth

The fAthird heaveno
{2 YdzOK YAAOKAST KFa 0SSy ONBIGSR 2@0SNJ GKS &SI Na
compelled to discuss it in more detail here. Here is the qgess

Al must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be gained, | will go on to visions and revelations from
the Lord.l know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago weasught upto the third heaven Whether it

was in the body or out of the body | dhmt knowt God knows. And | know that this nramvhether in the

body or apart from the body | do not know, but God knowsas caught up to paradise. He heard
inexpressible things, things that man is not permitted to tell. | will boast about a man like thalt woll

not boast about myself, except about my weakneds€s Corinthians 12:5, emphasis added

This is not the first time in the Bible that someone has a vision of healsmiah, Ezekiel and Peter all

had visions of heaven. What is intriguingebd G KA & @AaA2Yy Aad (GKS NBFSNByO!
people use this passage as a justification for postulating that heaven has multiple levels (and the

LI aal 3Sa 062@S O02dzZ R 60S AYGSNIINBGSR (KI acesf)LI NI RA &

Early Church Father Papia§‘,’ @entury bishop of Hieropolis, seems to have takee vtew that there
are mutiple levels within heaven (and that paradise and heaven are two distinct places)

0As the presbyters say, then those who are deemed worhan abode imeaven shall go there, others
shall enjoy the delights of Paradise, and othshall possess the splendor of the city; for everywhere the
Savior will beseen, according as they shall be worthy who see Him. But that there ididhirsction
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between the habitation of those who produce an hundredfadd that of those who produce sixfpld,

and that of those who producthirty-fold; for the first will be taken up into the heavens, the second

classwill dwell in Paradise, and the last withiabit the city; and that on this OO2 dzy & (G KS [ 2NR &l AR
CFriKSNRa K2dza S | NBthings bgléng t6 ot awh@syipplies all With Alduitalflef dwelling

place, everas His word says, that a share is given to all by the Father, accosdtaghaone is or shall be

worthy. And this is the couch in which they sheltline who feast, being invited to the wedding. The

presbyters, thelisciples of the apostles, say that this is the gradation and arrangeméhbosé who are

saved, and that theypdvarOS (G K NB dz3 K & (i Sd Jragrefits af RapiasThe” Andedidédt X

Fathers, Volume 1, The Rev. Alexander Roberts, D.D., and James Donaldson, LLD., Editors)

However,a simpler explanation is put forward by i@entury commentators Jamieson, Eaet, and
Brown, that requires no diversions into multiple levels of heaven:

GThe first heaven refers to the clouds or the air; the second to the stars and the sky, and the third to a
spiritual realm (Eph. 4:1@). NewdCommentary on the Whole BibBasé on the classic commentary of
Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown! k®ntury. Note: theNew Scofield Reference Biltt967) has a similar
interpretation)
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same wordusedin the passagé 1 Thessaloniarthat many people believe describthe rapture:

oFor the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel
and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Ghnigl rise first. After that, we who are still alive and

are left will becaught uptogether with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be
with the Lord forever(1 Thessalonians 4:167, emphasis added)
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Thayer Definition:

1) to seize, carry off by force
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3) to snatch out or away

Part of Speech:verb ¢ K @ SNN& DNBS|1 5SFAYAGAZ2Y AL

Revelation

There are moralescriptionsof heaven (and the heavenly hosts)

in Revelationthan in any other book of the Bible. Revelation
presents the vision of heaven of John the Apostle, and adds these
elements to the Biblical references on the topic of heaven:

9 Detailed descriptions of heaven, God on his throne, the
heavenly hosts, and theo8 of God in heaven
1 The opening by Jesus of the seven seals that trigger off
the end times
1 The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse ride down from heaven to earth (compare with
Zechariah 6:5)
Mighty angels from heaven bringing battle to earth
The two witnessa WMt up to heaven in a cloud¢
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