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many churches have quality, Biblicdtigsed adukfocused programs. Unfortunately, just as many
churches tend to downplay adult education, fécd y 3 2y OKAf RNB By Qa SRdzOlI GA2Y
2NJ F20dzaAy3d 2y (G(KS ySSRa 2F (KS doyadKidebipk 8eRé = 6 K
often purposely ignored.

Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the Bitdlehe basic tenets and history
of the Faith. Among the reasons:

I Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the chgraudult Sunday School
classes/Bible studies may be their first seriousddtrction to what Christianity is all about

1 Christianity (and especially Evangelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and
popular cuture (movies, music, etc.). We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the
Faith againstidi  O7 02 NJ (2 LINE OA ReBsaysind Réer R8) RSFSyasSé | a

1 Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and
history of their Faith

To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and those just starting

odzi Ay (GKS a{OK22f 2F /KNRalG£¢0X LQ@OS GNARGGSY | a&as
Church (including the Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church. The topics
represented in these courses are intended ® 6 K T dzNI KSNJ G KS LI NIAOALN yiQa
serve as a starting point for Christian aqstics.

While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High
School and College projects, especially tbursesdcused primarily on historical aspects.

One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I come from a Reformed
Church background), but | hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughoutthmis courses.
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Introduction

We all know the story. A group of pious monks calfiedenes G t A 2 dziiving af ®IglE life on the
shores of the Dead Sea, churning out dozens of religious texts that, 2,000 years later, wouilgestu
world. But is the story really true?

Prior to the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, what we know about the Essenes comes primarily from
three secular historians of the®lcentury ¢ Josephus, Philo of Alexandria, and Pliny the Elder. While

both Josephus and Philo are quite chatty about the Essenes, and seem to indicate that the Essenes acted

like a religious order, neither historian says anything about them living in the desert. Pliny the Elder, on

the other hand, does say that the Essenes havd yf & LI fY (G(NBXSa FT2NJ O2YLJ ye&.
that Pliny believed at least some of the Essenes lived in a desert community.

Fastforward to the mid20" century, and a massive treasure trove of ancient documents found in caves

above an archaeologit site known as Qumran, in the Judean desert. Included in the over 800 scrolls
discovered (the bulk of which range in date from about 150 B.C. to 68 A.D.) are several texts that can be
RSAONAOGSR Fa (GKS aO2yaidAildzidglodp Mangdidhear8es$ ouflifed ifNdzf S &
these documents (theManual of Disciplingda.k.a.Community Rule Damascus Documenilessianic

Rulg match closely, but not exactly, with the descriptions of Josephus and Philo. However (somewhat
disappointedly), one of the Dead Sea Scrolls mention the ndfseeneéor the Pharisees or Sadducees,

F2NJ GKFG YFGGSND o wkiKSNE (GKS aaSOGFNARFyaéd NBTSH
fAIKGE D

So, the question remainswere the documents found at@nran the library of the Essenes? Were they

the library of a heretoforazy | Y2 6y WSgAAK Y2yl adiaoOé 3INRIzZLK h NJ
Temple of Jerusalem, removed to the caves of the Judean desert as the Roman legions approached c. 70
A.D.?

This course will examine the accounts of the secular historians (Josephus, Philo, and Pliny), to build a
portrait of the Essenes as they knew them. We will then examine the Dead Sea Scroll documents that
aSSY G2 KIF@S | &aSOodl Nbeyopréelatd with Bie2shdlar hisfdRansidscdunt€.2 6 ¢ S
2SQfft faz2z aGr1S F t221 G0 K2g 1 0SN) /KNRARaAGALY Y2
Essene model.

This course is meant to be a companion course toDead Sea Scrolls and Christiarahd Jewish
Religious Parties at the Time of Christ: Part OPfearisees and Sadducessirses.

Essene Quiz

1. T/F The Essenes are mentioned in the New Testament

2. T/F According to secular contemporary historians, there were about 100,000 Essenes living in
1% century Judea

3. T/F The reason for the Maccabean Revolt in the 2nd Century B.C. was to kick the Romans out of
Palestine

4. T/F The reason it was called the Maccabean Revolt is because a family named Maccabeus led
the fighting

5. T/F According to seculaf' tentury historians, the Essenes are Nazirites that decided to live in
the desert



6. ¢k C . FaSR 2y (K RFGAYT 2F GKS GaSOGIFNRFYyé &C
could be Jesus Christ

7. T/F Historian Flavius Josephus was a Roman centarlus younger days

8. T/F All sources indicate that the Essenes never carried weapons

9. ¢k C ¢tKS bS¢g ¢SadlyYSyld AyRAOFGSa GKFG W2KyYy (K
RSaSNIl¢ 2F LalFLAFK nnanvYo

10. T/F The Essenes never bathed, as they believed thaisihed away essential body oils

11. T/F History has recorded the names of no Essenes

First Century Secular Historians

Philoof Alexandria (15/10 B.C; 45/50 A.D.)

GXFryR &SG y2 2ySs y20i S@Sy 2F (K2aS AYY2RSNIG§Ste& ON
hypocritical oppressors was ever able to bring any real accusation against the multitude of those called

Essenes or Holy. But everyone being subdued by the virtue of these men, looked up to them as|free by

nature, and not subject to the frown of any huméaeing, and have celebrated their manner of messjng

together, and their fellowship with one another beyond all description in respect of its mutual good ffaith,

GKAOK Aa Ly FYLXS LINR2T 2BveryGoddMuFFsSFeeRhilolof/ BxardraNE K I LILIR
C.D. Yonge translation)

Philo of Alexandria was a noted Jewish philosopher of the first haff 6ehtury A.D. He was noted for
his Greek (Hellenized) religious philosophy, sometimes referred ne@satonism

Philo comes into our storkiere because he wrote several pages about the Essenes in hisBwverk
Good Man Is Free Other than (possibly) the Dead Sea Scrolls, it is the oldest significant extant
description of the Essenes, pdating Josephus by several decades.

z A

Key aspectsofPA f 2 Q4 RSAONALIIAZ2Y 2F (K 9a

QX

S§y8s F2ttz26 o

A There were about 4,000 Essene§ XAy Yy dzYo SN a2YSGKAY3 Y2NB (GKIy F;
A ¢KS® RARYQU adXONRGTF AaGSONRYFAAYOAYZT f AQAY 3T FYAYLFE axXeé
A Study was an important parof their daily routine¢ & X 6 dzii & { dzR &resede tdlr dwik S NJ { 2
YAYRAE Ay | aGalrasS 2F K2fAySaa FyR LlzNRAGe XéE
A They lived inremote or rural areas ¢ KS&aS YSy>X Ay GKS FANBRG LI I OS:
onaccount of the habitual lawles§ha & 2 F (G K2aS 6K2 AYyKFEOoAG GKSYXE
A Their goal was not to accumulate wealthd h ¥ i K Sang cufti®aging the earth, and others
devoting themselves to those ant¢hich are the result of peace, benefit both themselves and all
those whocome in contact witlithem, not storing up treasures of silver and of gaidr acquiring
vast sections of the earth out of a desire for ample revenbas,providing all things which are
NEljdzZA AAGS F2NJ GKS yIFddz2NI £ LldzZN1I2aSa 2F fAFSed
A They were pacifistsa ! Y2y 3 ( K 2 aI8ind& iflake¥sbiarraiva, or javelins, swords, or
helmets, or breastplates, or shields; no makers of arms anilifary engines; no one, in short,
attending to any employment whateveonnected with war, or even to any of those occupations
eveningaceg KA OK | NB SIFaAfe LISNBSNISR (2 6A01 SR LlzNLJ
A ¢KS& RARYQU Sy@IxXFR NIyl KERYYINEOSzi 6 SNI & AIy2NI yiXx2



A ¢KS8&8 RARYQU o&XANISARS UAKSNBt IMESNE2 G | aAay3It S att @S

FTNBESXE

A The @bbath was holy; there was a hierarchy basedonagé b2 ¢ (KSaS I ga GKSe@
other times, indeed, but most especially on the seventh day, for the seventh day is accounted
sacred, on which they abstain from all other employments, and frequeeatsacred places which
are called synagogues, and there they sit according to their age in classes, the younger sitting under

GKS StRSNE YR fAaGSYAya 6A0GK SIFISNIFGGSYGAzy A\
A They were especially piousd ¢ KS& | f a2 F dzNJ bfa & alaziof édriud) 8uch¥as y &  LIN.

abstinence from all covetousness of money, frambition, from indulgence in pleasures,
temperance, endurance, and alswderation, simplicity, good temper, the absence of pride,
obedience to thdaws, steadiness, and evényng of that kind; and, lastly, they bring forwaag
proofs of the love of mankind, goodwill, equality beyond all powedexcription, and fellowship,
about which it is not unreasonable to say a fév2 NR & ® £

A They lived communally & X 1 KS& | f her iR do@ganies,ih2 Bo8d& open to all those of
the same notions, who come to them from othgrdzl NIi S N& X £

A They had no personal possessiong X (i K S A NJ S E LISoyh&néhitheir ddinenits thélonghty

them all in common; their food isommon, sincethe | ff SIF G Ay YS&aaSaxXC2Nl ¢

having been working during the dagceive for their wages, that they do not retain as their own,
but bring itinto the common stock, and give any advantage that is to be derived ifrtorall who
desiretoal Af GKSYaSt@gSa 2F Aldé o

A They took care of their sick and agedt X YR (1 K24S gK?2

7 A

I.
areunablet)d2 Yy i NA 6 dzi S (2 (K O2YY2y ad201 X¢

Flavius Josephus (37 A.D. {200 A.D.)

GC2N) GKSNB | NB i KNEBS thaJwst Bha Dllaiess Of tie firdt ®Owham areYifgey 3
Pharisees; of the second the Sadducces; and the third sect, who pretends to a severer digcipline,
andcalled Essenes. These last are Jews by birth, and seem to have a gffstéon for one another|
than the other sects havk elewish WarsBook 2 Chapter 8, William Whiston translation)

Flavius Josephus was a Jewish aristocrat that led rebel troops against the Rq
in Galilee during the First Jewish Revolt-{@A.D.) He later betrayed the Jew
and served the Romans. In his retirement as a Roman gentleman farme
wrote two massive historical worksThe Jewish Wand Jewish Antiquities He
discusses the Essenes in both works, and, curiously enough, in far more
than he discusses the Plisees or Sadducees, much better known religious sq
to modern day Christians. (Photo frofthe Life and Works of Flavius Josephii
translated by William Whiston, 1736)

A They believed in predestinationd . dzii
YR GKIFG y2GKAYy3 o0STFlI
13, Chapter 5)

A They believed in life after deth¢ad ¢ KS R2O0ONAYS 2F (GKS 9aaSysSa Aa
ascribed to God. They teach the immortality of souls, and esteem that the rewards of righteousness
FNBE G2 0S5 S NylswishArdiquisiciBNdk PBYfapt@ra)NX ¢ 6

G 2F GKS 93aasSysSa I ¥
Sy 0 ddéwish KntiguitieaBaok | O O 2

NE &A01 I NB vy



At some point,they had been cast out of temple worshipad X YR g KSy GKS& aSyR 4¢
dedicated to God into the temple, they do not offer sacrifices, because they have more pure
lustrations oftheir own; on which account they are excluded from the common cotiti® temple,

0dzi  2FFSNJ G KSA NI ddwisiNntfuitieBodk 18 Bhdpreal§St oSa Xé o

All possessions were held in commam X G K| G Ay a G A G dziilingt guffez anything ® A NB 6 K
hinder them from having all things in commag that a richman enjoys no more of his own wealth
thanhewhohatty 2 G KAy 3 |G Fff Xé

The Essenes were 4,000 in numbeit ¢ KSNB | NB | 62dzi F2dzNJ 6 K2dzal yR
(Jewish Antiquities Book 18 Chapter 1)

¢ KS@ RARYOQUKSE NNEIf S QiR 28 SR (220811 22 GKABINI LISNE 2y aQ OK
pliable, and fit fodearning; and esteem them to be of their kindred, and form them acconging
0§KSAN 26y JewishyWasBabk® €haptar 8)

They dwell in multiple citess d ¢ KS& K| @S y pup madySNlen dwell idevéry citgnd

if any of their sect come from other places, what they have lies dpethem, just as if it were their

own; and they go into such as they nekeew before, as if they had been ever so long acquainted

with them® gewish WarsBook 2 Chapter 8)

They did occasionally arm themselvesi C2 NJ 4 KA OK NBIF 42y GKS& OF NNE y?2
travel intoremote parts, though still they take their weapons with them, for feail it A S @e®vishd ¢ 6

Wars Book 2 Chaptes)

[A1S aSRASOIt Y2ylax GKSANI RFre ZBESTFYaSHR IKADS hac
every one of them are sent away by their curatorsexrcise some of those arts wherein they are

skilled, in which they labawith great diligence till th& A F (i K Jeiig8hdakisRook @ Chapter 8)

They practiced water purificatiog & X YR g KSy { K ®émselves@hSvhit® vells{ithe$ R

then bathe their bodies in cold water. Ahd¥ G SNJ G KA & LJdzNIkwish VarsBacR § A a 2 ¢
Chapter 8)

Theyeat communallycad X4 KSe& 3I23 | FGSNI I LMz2NBE YIYyYySNy Ayda2
temple, and quietly set themselves down; upon which the baker lays them loaves in order; the cook

also brings a single place of one sort of food, and sets ithi&fo S @S NE 2 Y&wisEWarsii KS Y X ¢
Book 2 Chapter 8)

tKS® R2y QiU awsSdml 23 20KESNI G KSe ale Ffaz2 Aa FANKYS
avoided by them, and they esteem it worse than perjury; for they say, that he who cannot be
believed withoutw d 6 S+ NA Yy 3 0686 D2 RZ Jewish WarkBudk R Gapte0® Y RSYY SR ¢
Except when they swear oathsd ! YR 0 SF2NB wl y2@8AGAFGS6 Aa Fff2,
KS A& 20fA3ISR (2 {JewisBWalsRBR2IOfiRRBr@&E 2+ KA XE 0

They were sholarsca ¢ KSe fa2 GIF 1S ANBLFIG LI AYyAE Ay adgdzReAa
OK22aS 2dzi 2F GKSY ¢6KIG Aa Y2ald JeaidMwargsok? ROl y il

Chapter 8)

There was a three year probationary peridr admittance into thesect¢ ¢ . dzi y 263X AF |y
hath a mind to come over to their sect, he is not immediately admitted, but he is prescribed the
aryYS YSGK2R 2F fAQGAYy3d 6KAOK GKSe& dzasSszs F2NI I &S

temper is tried two more years, @nif he appear to be worthy, they then admit him into their
& 2 OA SelvishawéarsRbok 2 Chapter 8)

They practiced excommunicatiog & . dzi F2NJ G K2a$S GKFG FNB OF dAKG )
them out of their society; and he who is thus separatedvfro (i K S JeWigh WarsBook 2 Chapter
8)

They had a judicial systega . dzi Ay (KS 2dzRIYSyia (KSe& SESNDA&S
nor do they pass sentence by the votes of a court that is fewer than a hundred. And as to what is
once determined byi KI i y dzY o SNE AelvishiWarsRimkI2 Cha@ed8) 6 t Sdé 6



A They strictly observed the Sabbathd a 2 NEB2 3SNE GKS& |NB aiNAROGSNI (K
resting from their labors on the seventh day; for they not only get their food ready the dayebe
that they may not be obliged to kindle a fire on that day, but they will not remove any vessel out of
Ada LI+ OSs y 2 Nllaash\WasBapki2ZChapterB)K SNE 2 y ©¢ 6

A They had a hierarchical systema b2 ¢ F FGSNI GKS GAYSisdvEr thell & NJ LINS |
parted into four classes; and so far are the juniors inferior to the seniors, that if the seniors should
be touched by the juniors, they must wash themselves, as if they had intermixed themselves with
GKS O2YLJ yeé IéwishWar BobkR CEapt& BIIPE 6

A They were brave in the face of adversityd X YR AYRSSR 2dzNJ 61 NJ 6A 0K (KS
evidence what great souls they had in their trials, wherein, although they were tortured and
distorted, burnt and torn to pieces, and wethrough all kinds of instruments of torment, that they
might be forced either to blaspheme their legislator, or to eat what was forbidden them, yet could
GKSe y20G 0SS YIRS (2 R2 SAGKSNI 2F GKSYI y23 y2NJ
(Jewish WarsBook 2 Chapter 8)

A They were renowned for their prophetic abilitex ¢ ¢ KSNB | NS | f&az2 GdKz2as |
undertake to foretell things to come, by reading the holy books, and using several sorts of
purifications, and being perpetually congant in the discourses of the prophets; and it is but
aStR2Y GKFG GKSe& YA Jedish WarsBodk 2 IChiptdrIB)gNRte:O dosephliss ®¢ 0
mentions several Essenes with prophetic ability, including Judas, Manahem, and Simon]

A There was more than om order of Esseneg @ a 2 N5 2 SNE GKSNB Aa Fy23§KSNJ
agree with the rest as to their way of living, and customs, and laws, but differ from them in the point
of marriage, as thinking that by not marrying they cut off the principal path@human life, which
is the prospect of succession; nay rather, that if all men should be of the same opinion, the whole
N} OS 2F YIFIYy1AYR g2ddZ R Tl Af ®¢

There is remarkable similarity between the descriptions of Philo and Josephus, even though they were
written decades apart. There are a few discrepancies:

A tKAf2 alreéa (0KSe | g2ARSR OAGASAT W2aSLKdza al &a
A Philo says they were radical pacifists; Josephus says they carried weapons on trips to defend
themselves

But all in all, remarkablagreement between the two historians, even down to the number of Essenes
4,000.

| 26 SOSNE aGAtf y2 YSyildAiAzy 2F I RS&SNIX

Pliny the Elder (d. 79 A.D.)

Pliny the Elder led a varied life, serving as a cavalry commander in the Roman army, procuratar, of Spai
and commander of the fleet of the Bay of Naples. He was also a writer and scholar, and published his
39-book Natural Historyin 77 A.D. It is in this work that Pliny discusses the Essenes. Like Philo and
Josephus, he discusses them with enthusiasndéxing on reverence.

Ghy GKS $Said aARS 2F (GKS 5SIR {SIFX odzi 2dzi 2F NI¥y3S
tribe of the Essenes, which is remarkable beyond all other tribes in the whole world, as it has no women

and has renouncedll sexual desire, has no money, and has only ged@s for company. Day by day the

throng of refugees is recruited to an equal number by numerous accessions of people tired of life and

driven thither by the waves of fortune to adopt their manners. Thheough thousands of ages



incredible to relate-- a race in which no one is born lives on forever; so prolific for their advantage is
other men's weariness of life!

Lying below these (Essenes) was the formerly town of Engedi, second only to Jerustdettity of its
land and in its groves of palm trees, but now like Jerusalem a heap of ashes.

bSEG O2YS& al &aFrRIFIZ | F2NINBaa 2y + NRO1=Z AdGasStF |faz
(Pliny the EldenNatural History Book 5, Chapr 18,
http://www.geocities.com/Paris/LeftBank/5210/plinesen.htm)

Here, flnally, we hear a connection between the Essenes, the Judean desert, and the Dead Sea. Pliny

Ffa2 SOK2Sa tKAf2 YR W2aSLKdza Ay (S NMehanBfas A RSy (1
By2dzyOSR ff &SEdzZa f RSAANBI KlIa y2 Y2ySeXé
tfAye | faz dNﬁSNﬁOQNSé K2g | NBfAHAEdﬂc 3LSONE AlyKa
GANBR 2F tATS YR RNAGSY (GKAGKSNI o6& (KS ¢l @Sa 27
Note alsoti KS GSEG a[eéAy3a o0St2g (KSasS o069aasSysSav sta GK
Gt eAy3a o0St26¢é YSlIya aazdzik 2F¢é¢3x GKSy Al O2dZ R 068
GKS 9aaS8SySa wvdzYNIYy A& Yy2NIK 2F 9y3ISRABEO®
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So, the Essenes sure sound like a bunch of monks, and some of them even live in the desert, which
brings us to 1947/48, and the discovery of the Dead Sea &cxoll
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The Dead Sea Scrolls

Beginning in 1947/48, over 800 scrolls have been discovered in Judean desert caves, near the
archaeological site of Qumran. Two hundred of the scrolls werizaincopies of Old Testament books

(a 1,000 years older than the previously oldest extant copies of the Old Testament). What has been
especially intriguing about the discovery was the content of the other 600 sgrptisviously unknown
Psalms, Old Tegstaent commentaries (Isaiah, Hosea, Nahum, Habakkuk), apocalyptic writings, and a set
of scrolls that seemed to define the laws of an unknown Jewish sect.

Father Roland de Vaux, who excavated the Qumran site in 1951/56, first promulgated the view of the
site as an Essene monastery, and that the scrolls were the library of the Essenes. This view has since
been challenged by others that 1) say that there is no evidence of any connection between Qumran and
the scrolls themselves and 2) the wide diversity efwioints contained within the scrolls make it more

likely that the scrolls are the library of the Temple of Jerusalem, brought to the Judean desert for safe
keeping during the Roman siege in 68/70 A.D., and then forgotten.

L R2YQ y' S O S awvio vitldpdings agZmutsiadly etickuSv. SIf olir goal is to better understand
0KS gééé)fééz GKS ljdzSatdAz2y Aasxs a! NB GKSNB Fye 9aas
G2 aLa GKA& Iy 9aaSyS [ A0NINE 2 NJ udcaniivddeudenis A 6 NI NE

—

rom diverse sects and philosophies).

In answer to the question posed abovéd ! NB G KSNBE yeé 9aaSyS R20dzySyia |
¢ the answer is probably yes. The two most important to adding to our understanding of theeEsse

are The Manual of Disciplin@.k.a. theCommunity Ruleand theDamascus DocumentBoth appear to

be the constitution of an unnamed Jewish sealare we even say, an unknown Jewishnasticsect.

There is enough commonality between the two docuntetd assume they are from the same grayp

although they may represent slightly different points on the timeline regarding the development of the

sect. (Note: Some people have postulated that Manual of Disciplineontains the rules for the

celibate nonastic branch of the sect, and tHeamascus Documerntontains the rules for the lay

members of the sect. Josephuslewish Warsnentioned two such branches.)

LY FTRRAGAZ2Y G2 GKS&aS (62 aaF2dzyRFIGA2YyE R2CGiySydax
shed light on the beginnings of the Essenes, including:
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A Habakkuk Commentary
A Psalms Commentary
A Messianic Rule

280ttt SEIFYAYS (GKS LRGSYGALIE &aA3IyAFAOLYOS 2F G(GKSaS$
Essene constitutions?

Manual of Discipline

& ! dythis is the order for the men of the community who have offeredntiselves to turn from all evi
and to lay hold of all that he commanded according to his will, to bers¢gd from the congregation of
the men of error, to become a community in law amdwealth, aasswering when asked by the sons pf
%l R2132 GKS LINRSAalGa Makul of D&Splide Bukdys ttaasiaty) I y i dddE| o

O2YLJX SGS R20szS)/uq> LG YSI adaNBa I-
significance of the document is the fact that ten additional (fragmentary) co;
were found in Cave 4.

the American School of Oriental Research in 1947, was one of the firs

SEFYAYS (G(KS aONRftt® . dZNNR ga (K2 Ala
directions with rules concerning procedure in the meetings of the groupthe
LISNE2Y | f O2yRdzOG 2F GKS YSYOSNAE KAY 27

Methodist Church, called the Manual of Disciplin@urrows, p. 24)

¢tKS R20dzySyid O2yilAya GKS NHzZ Sas 2N 0KS aO02yaidaAi
compared with the ChristiaBidacheand Apostolic Constitutionsf the 2%-4" centuries.

¢ KS R20dzYSyd I LIISFNBE G2
Ay alyé¢zr wdzZ Sa 2F GKS h
R20dzySyid Ay 20GKSNJ aSOGA2
section at the beginning:

0S Ay TF2dzNJ LI NIaz yFrYSR o
NR S NXaind sprRe egceritsSfrom thid & A y 3
ya 2F (KA& alddzReéx odzi Ad

GPPPIKS 2NRSNI 2F (KS O2YYdzyArideT (2 aS$s| D2R®DPD {2
commanded through Moses and through his servants the prophets...to love all the sons of light, each
according to his lot in the counsel of God, and to hate all the sons of darkness, each according to his guilt

Ay @Sy 3aSt yNeSual2OF DisbigimtRuaows translation)

Damascus Document

TheDamascus Documergo named because there are seven references to Damascus contained within,
was first found in a Cairgenizahin 1897 by Solomon Schechter of Cambridge. Likevtheual of

Discipling multiple copies of the document were found in the Dead Sea Scrolls (at least ten). Also like

the Manual of Disciplinethe document describes a series of statutes regarding a mysterious religious
2NRSNE ¢6KAOK YlIe KIFIgS OFfftSR AGaStF GKS dazya 27
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G¢KS { 2RA] 21TNBLIGKS St SOG 2F LANYSts (kKk2a$8S OFfftSR oeé
(Manual of DisciplineBurrows translation)

¢tKS R20dzySyid Aa Ay (62 LI NIao® tF NI hyS Aa | Gl
Intriguingly, the Bmascus Document refers to many of the same characters described in the Habakkuk

and Psalms commentariesThe teacher of righteousness, the man of the lie, the preacher of the lie,

etc. are all mentioned. Because of this similarity in characters, maryl@éeel that the two must have

0SSy oNARGGSY o0& GKS aly$S asSodo ¢tKS R2O0dzyYSyd ¢t a
ySg 020Sylyid Ay GKS fFyR 2F 5FYlFIaolOdzaés gKAOK O2d

G¢KS {SOOFNRIFYyZAE

None of the aforementioned documents that are seemingly Essene in origin identify the name of the

ANE dzLJ 2 NJ asSoi GF§I- G 6NRGS GKSYO® ¢F§S 2yte éééy)\ya
GKS qazya 27F %l R21¢é 6L aBakidahd®SblombK)S / KAST t NASad dz

As mentioned earlier,*icentury Jewish Historian Josephus tells us that there were three Jewish sects at
the time of Jesus was the Qumran sect one of those three, or was it a group whose name is lost to
history? What do the scrglthemselves tell us about the sect? TakingDaenascus Documeand the
Manual of Disciplingogether (and assuming that they are rules for the same sect), we might make
some of the following statements about the sect:

T ¢KSe 6SNB KSIRERSgaLl 2B ABENNFISNES sK2 aSSYSR
Financial Officer

9 Judicial decisions were made by the assembled members of the group

1 Apparently there was community ownership of property (However, the scrolls are a bit ambiguous
on this point- the Damascus Documemalks about 2 days wages from each person being given to
0KS aLR22N IyR ySSRe¢ SIOK Y2YUOGKOO® I Damvaseysi A 2 Yy SR
Documents the set of rules for the Lay branch of the Essenes mentionedépklos).

1 There appears to have been a required tatage (one year each) probation period for entry into
the sect

1 They were very focused on ritual purity
1 They believed that their purpose was to prepare the way of the Lord by the study of the Law
a2 KSyse thiKgS come to pass for the community in Israel, by these regulations they shall be
separated from the midst of the session of the men of error to go to the wilderness to prepare there the
way of the LORD...This is the study of the law, as he commahdedl2 dz3 K &Manaabai hisbiglne 6
, Burrows translation)
1 Prayer was an important element of their daily worship
T ¢KSe& BSNB «al K2feé K2dzaS F2NJ LaNI St &éMarualFo? dzy RI G A
Discipling Burrows translation
1 Those hat violated Mosaic law willfully were excommunicated
1 They scrupulously obeyed the Sabbath
f  There was some degree of hierarahyt 1 KS f SaaSNJ 20S@Ay3 GKS 3IANBI SN

seated first in community meetings.

In terms of the theology othe sect, the following statements could be made:

13
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They believed in divine election (predestination)
They appeared to have strong apocalyptic and eschatological views

G.dzi D2R Ay G(KS Y2adSNRSa 2F KAa dzy RS NaddifoytReAy3 | yR &
NXzA Y 2F SNNBNE YR Ay 0KS || LIJ2AY U S RMawal 6fPiscphne Lidzy A A KY' S
Burrows translation)

They defined good and evil in terms of light and darkness

Man is weak and utterly dependent on God

Salvation appars to be through 1) the law 2) following the teacher of righteousness and 3)
O2y¥Saaiay3d o0STF2NB D2R asS KIFPS airyySRé

G.dzi ff gK2 K2fR Frad (2 GKSasS 2NRAylFyOSaz 3JI2Ay3 2d
to the voice of a teacher and2cy FSaa 0SF2NB D2RX W2S KI @S AAYYSRODDPQ
teacher of righteousness...they shall prevail over all the sons of the world, and God will forgive them, and

GKSe aklff &SSamédudDoauménBirraws frayistatom)s 6

As one can tell from the list of attributes above, there are many similarities between the descriptions of
GKS 9aaSySa FTNRY W2aSLKdzAkt KAf2X yR GKS 5SIFR {SlI
similarities between Josephus and the scrailst least build a case for the Sectarians being Essenes, as

the following quote and table demonstrate:

G¢2RR . StHff O2yOf dZRSR GKIFI{i GKSNB N’ HT LINIffSta o
21 probable parallels, 10 cases in which pbss makes claims about the Essenes that have no known

LI N €t £Sta Fy2y3a GKS &aONRTt f &3 The PeRpleof thHe Daad S& 1StrolHA S&a o
Essenes or SadducedsiPnes C. Vanderkam, Bible Review, April 1991)

w

(0p)
et

Josephus/Philo | Dead Sea Scrall
Abbreviations used: JA Jewish AntiquitiesJW =Jewish WarsDD =
Damascus DocumentOD =Manual of Discipline
Gb2NJ Aa GKSNB I|aLF GKS 234 RS
among them who hath more thal be admitted to thecommunity...his
another; for it is a law among then wealth and wages shall be put
that those who come to them mug the disposal of the man who hg
let what they have be common t( supervision over the wages of th
0KS 6K2tS 2NRSNYIFIaGdSNAR®E O6ahb50
Chapter 8)

aXiKSANI SELISY A
in common; their garments belon
to them all in common; their food
isO2YY2yXé 6t KAf 2
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Josephus/Philo

Dead Sea Scrall

G¢eKSe Fftaz2 KI @S
to take care of their commor
affairs, who every one of them hay
no separate business faainy, but
what is for the uses of them ai.d
(JW, Book 2, Chapter 8)

a!'yR GKAa Ara
superintendent of the camp: H
shall instruct the many in the work
of God...and every one who
added to his congregation he sh:
examine him as to hisvorks...and
no man shall make an agreeme
for buying and selling unless he h
told the superintendent who is i
0KS OF YLIODODE (o

G.dzi y26 AT lye
come over to their sect, he is ng
immediately admitted, but he i
prescribed the samemethod of
living which they use for a yeairfor

G2 KSy KS KIFa 03
within the community, the masters
shall be questioned about hi
affairs...the new member shall ng
touch the sacred drink of the

after this demonstration of hig masters until he has completed
fortitude, his temper is tried twg second year among the communi
more years; and if he appeartof 2 ¥ Y Sy ®¢ 6ahs50

worthy, they then admit him into

G§KSANI &gXWA Bock o2

Chapter 8)

G.dzi F2NJ GK2&a$S |al'yeée Yy 2F (KS

any heinais sins, they cast then

a word of the law of Moses overtl

2dzi 2 F ( KEGWNBoock 2| or with deceit shall be dismisse

Chapter 8) from the council of the community
YR &akKlftt y2i
(MOD)

4 b PpasK Sbtence by thevotd 6! YR GKA& Aa (K

of a court that is fewer than 4
K dzy’ R NBW, BdokZ, Chapter 8

of the congregation: There shall b
as many as ten men chosen by t
congregation according to th
GAYS®PE 655359). dzNJ
G¢KSNE akKlftt oS
O2YYdzyAile (6St B

Gb2g I FGSNI GKS
preparatory trial is over, they ar
parted into four classes; and so f
are the juniors inferior to the
seniors, that if the seniors should K
touched by the juniors, they mus
wash themselves, as if they hg
intermixed themselves with the

O2YLl yeg 2F | T2
2, Chapter 8)
GXiKS® ard | 002

classes, the younger sitting und
the elder, and listening with eage
attention Ay 0SO02YAY
(Philo)

G!'yR GKAA A& (K
of all the camps: They shall &
enrolled by their names; the priest
first, the Levites second, the sons
Israel third, and the proselyts
T2 dzNI K¢ 6550
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Josephus/Philo Dead Sea Scrall
G.dzi GKS aSOlime|acz2 (K2aS gK2Y
GKFG FFdS 32 3SN|he has given them for an etern

Book 13, Chapter 5) LI2aaSaarzyoodoné

G¢KSe |faz F@2ANa! Yly GKFG aLat
YARA 2T GKSY®(the session of masters shall |
Chapter 8) LlJdzy AAa KSR (KANI @

a ! LINASad aleéa |[apddiKS LINASal
and it is unlawful for any one t¢ hand first to pronounce a blessin
taste of the food before grace b| with the first portion of the bread
said. The same priest, whenhehg | YR (KS gAYy Soodd4
dined, says grace again aft
YSIFGddDé OhAReES) . 3

Gb2N) Aad GKSNBE Jaodddaz GKIG St (
disturbance to pollute their housg opinion to the council of the
but they give every one leave t| community. A man shall not spes
speak iNKSAN) GdzNYy dP|Ay GKS YARal 2
Chapter 8) words, before his brother finishe|
ALK 1 Ay3E 0ah5{(
(Josephus translations frolilliam Whston; Philo translations from C.D. Yonlyignual of Disciplinand
Damascus Documetranslation from Burrows)

There are some differences between the Scroll writings, and those of Josephus and Philo. For example,
Josephus tells us that the Essenes nurabeabout 4,000, and i KSe& KI @S y2 2yS OSNI I .
2F (GKSY Rg St € certaiyfly Sdif&enBpictGra fioénéhis seemingly monastic desert sect.

Also, the teacher of righteousness, who is so prominent in several of the scrollseigemohinted at in

Josephus. Finally, there is no mention in Philo or Josephus (or Pliny) of the elaborate (364 day) calendar
system used by the Scroll sectarians.

However, one must keep in mind that tianual of Disciplin@nd the Damascus Documeimate to

100-200 years earlier than the histories of Philo, Josephus, and Pliny the Elder. As in the United States
today, there is less discussion of Founding Father George Washington than there was 100 years ago. It
is quite possible that the Teacher of Rigusness was a hot topic in documents written within 20 years

of the founding of the sect, but had faded in every day consciousness 150 years later. The same thing
could be said about the calendar situatiqmot topic in 100 B.C., institutionalized, sot mentioned, in

60 A.D.

'a FEN a VYIKYBe AAZBdzZ8KEY ReStf Ay SOSNE OAGeéeés O
O2dzy i SNB I f  yOSR ahese mé&Ain Aefirstoplace, lideiinlvillages, adoiding all cities
onaccount of the habitual | 6t SaaySaa 27F (K2a$8S 6K2 AYKFIoAG GKSYH
t KAf2Qa GAYSI (KS 9aaSySa AyKFEoAGSR Y2NB NBY2GS f
center of Essenes, sort of like Citeaux would later be for the Christian Cisgrcind, of course, we

KIS tftAaye GKS 9ftRSNRa O2YYSyd GKrd 9aasSysSa tA@S
Sy2dzaK (2 | @2AR KINXVTFdzZ GKAy3Iaz | LIS2LIS f2ySoopod
In summary, while not all of the 800 scrolls in theaD Sea Scrolls are necessarily Essene in origin (for

SEIFYLX Sz G(KSNB NS az2y$S aONeftfa GKIG RIGSael O1 | a
Essene in origin.
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Where did the Essenes come from?

The £ century secular historians are siteas to the origins of the Essenes. And, of course, Essenes
appear nowhere in the Old or New Testaments. Compounding matters is the fact that the name
G9aasSySaé¢ oYSIyAy3ad: Ol NAN2dzafteés Gt Az2dza hySaés | 2fe@
t2 Iy FOddzf ylIYS® 2SS KIS y2 ARSI K2g GKS a9aasSy

Ly GSN¥Ya 2F RAAOSNYyAy3a GKS 2NRIAya 2F GKS-9aasSys
5SIFR {SI {ONRf f &5 RAR 023215 NBGNEI fyiRas ait, @@EMe @@ NEuallp a7
exclusive.

Pre-Dead Sea Scrolls theories

Prior to the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, a common theory for the antecedents of the Essenes
revolves around (scant) mention in the Apocryphd &nd 2" Maccabees about a goup called the
I FAARSIYA O0YSFEYAYy3a daldKS LIA2dzae 0 ¢ & NBEFTSNBYyOSa

“™hen there united with them [Mattathias and his sons] a company of Hasideans, mighty warriors of

Israel, all who offered themselves iwigly forthe law. “*And all who became fugitives to escape their

troubles joined them and reinforced then'They @ganized an army, and struck down sinners in their

anger and renegades in their wrath; the survivors fledto thelGe f S& T2 NJ al #SNREWE owm al Od

This would seem to indicate that the Hasideans wereikarcd YA IKIUBR 2 BB 2F LA&ANI Sf ¢
next meet the Hasideans when they seek peace from the Seleucids. Alcimus was a high priest appointed
by the Seleucids:

““hen a group o$cribes appeared in a body before Alcimus and Bacchides to ask for just s,

Hasideans were first among thedstites to seek peace fromtherf¥ 2 NJ G KS& & ARZ a! LINK Sad
L'ENRY KE&a 02YS sAGK (KS FAKiEs Spoke yYearcedbts wasds fotthenyahdi K I NI d:
A62NB GKAa 2F0GK G2 GKSYZ 628 ¢ A'PSh they frustedshBnSHut hé 2 A Y 2 dzNB
aSAT SR aAEGE 2F GKSY IyR (AfftSR GKSY Ay 2yS RI&z Ay
7:1216,NRSV)

We can ascertain that it was important to the Hasideans to have someone from the Levitical priesthood
with them, a fact which assumes greater importance when we factor in the-[peatl Sea Scroll
discovery data.

¢tKS 02@S &S 0O io2reflectRilS ényite (Has@eard
because they seem to be willing to abandon the Maccabees. Howe
there is one more reference to the Hasideans, in 2ctébees. The
speaker is the evil priesi@mus:

%¢cK2aS 2F G(KS WSpa oK2e léadhis dutas
Macabeus, are keeping up war and stirring up sedition, and will not
thekingdomali I Ay GNJ yljdzAf AlGeXé OH al

In this passage, the Hasideans are viewed as the fomenters of
revolt, who faithfully follow Judas Maccabeus! , Swarriors,
sedtionists, or pacifists, take your pick from the references to the Hasideans®imnd 2™ Maccabees

So, is there enougmfiormation here to definitely associate the Hasideans with the Essenes? The
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answer is ne one could equally spetate that the Hasideans are the predecessors of the Pharisees (or
that the Essenes and the Pharisees had a common root in the Hasideans). However, it is at least a
coherent treory.

PostDead Sea Scrolls theories

G!' yR GKA& A& GKS z2dddRh&Nwhozhbe Gffsréd théBsglvetd turii Ko all gvil
and to lay hold of all that he commanded according to his will, to be separated from the congregation of
the men of error, to become a community in law and in wealth, answering when asked tspitiseof
%I R213X GKS LINASadGa Makiuml of DESplideBukods tQrisI@isny | y i dddé| 0

With the discovery of the Dead Sea scrolls, the good news is that we potentially have a great deal more
information about the origins of the Essenes. TheWfaga A a GKI G Y2¢theteBnF A G A2
69aaSyS¢ FLIISINE y26KSNBE Ay (GKS aONRffao

Five documents in particular give clues as to the origins of the Scroll sectarians. Three are the
G O2yaidAddzi A @Masual Bf Didaiain&aykia.2heCommunity Ruld, the Damascus Document

and theMessianic Rule Two others are commentariesCommentary on Psalmand Commentary of
Habakkuk

In the passages below from tlizamascus Documenive can discern several points of interest regarding
the foundatian of the Essenes:

A The foundations of the sect were If"D Sy (i dzNBE . ®/ ® o6dodn &SI NEE | T

A ¢KS aSOG 2LISNIXriSR F2NJ igSyide &@SIFNaRZ yR (KSy

A ¢KSNB g1 a | aO2yaANBIFGAZ2Y Y2 Fi KISNI GAl (1B2ENER €K S KR2S RK | oR8
gK2 aKSR 20SNJ LaNJ St 0KS 461 GSNAR 2F fASa¢

GC2NJ 6 KSYy G(GKS& 6SNB dzy FIAGKTFdz FyR F2NBR221 I AYZ IS
delivered them up to the sword. But remembering the Covenant of the &tinefs, He left a remnant to

Israel and did not deliver it up to be destroyed. And in the age of wrath, three hundred and ninety years

after He had given them into the hand of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, He visited them, and caused a

plant root to sping from Israel and Aaron to inherit His Land and to prosper on the good things of His

Earth. And they perceived their iniquity and recognized that they were guilty men, yet for twenty years

they were like blind men groping for the way.

And God observedheir deeds, that they sought Him with a whole heart, and he raised for them a

Teacher of Righteousness to guide them in the way of His heart. And he made known to latter
generations that which God had done to the latter generation, the congregatioraitts, to those who

departed from the way. This was the time of which is writteike a stubborn heifer thus was Israel

stubborrE g KSyYy GKS {O2FFSNJ I NBAS 4K DanascGsPocangiveiimésa NI St (1 K $
translation)

Further passagesdd other items of interest:

A
A

(s} w
< O O«

SLI N GSR GKSYaSt@gSa aFNRBY (GKS O2y3INB
A

ﬁ
i tf 068 dzyAGSR Gdzy RSNJ GKS F dzil K2 N G &
ﬁ

—~ e o
N R R
S W
w

< e ¢

18



¢CKS a2NARIAAYL T ¢ @ a2 gfhighprestdshaRniie desadridéd framkzadokK, the/priest
under King David that was given the task of anointing Solomon king. The importance of this priestly
family is underscored in these passages from Ezekiel:

F'NB (KS & he/oaly L2vites WhoRnay|diaw me&r 2o the NFRD o minister before
6917 nnYncX bLz%z0O

GW. dzi GKS LINASataz ¢gK2 IINB [SOAGSa YR RSaAOSyRIyGa 2
my sanctuary when the Israelites went astray from me, are toeoear to minister before me; they are

to stand before me to offer sacrifices of fat and blood, declares the Sovereign LORD. They alone are to

enter my sanctuary; they alone are to come near my table to minister before me and perform my
ASNIAOS®E NI nnyYwm

High priests came from this priestly family until the time of the Hasmonean Dynasty, if*hoiein2ury
B.C. This fact may be key to understanding the origins of the Essenes.

G!'yR KAAa A& (GKS wdz S T2 N (K Pledyes thenBefvesiiokbs convertédy dzy A (1 & &
from all evil and to cling to His commandments according to His Wiliey shall separate from the

congregation of the men of injustice and shall unite, with respect to the Law and possessions, under the

authority of the sons of Zadok, the Priests who keep the Covenaamid of the multitude of the men of

GKS O2YYdzyAile 6Kz K2t dnminityRileVérmesfraaSation, 2dhasis soded)é o/

G2 K2S@SNJ | LILIN2 I OKSa GKS / 2dzy OA fnanof God iK Be preevicéady A 1 & & K|
all who have freely pledged themselves. He shall undertake by a binding oath to return with all his heart

and soul to every commandment of the Law of Moses in accordance with all that has been revealed of it

to the sons of Adok, the Priests, Keepers of the Covenant and Seekers of HiX wiCodmmunity Rule

Vermes translation, emphasis added)

G¢KS azya 2F¥ %l R21 INB GKS StS8S0G 2F LaNI Stz (G4KS YSy
(Damascus Documen¥ermes tanslation)

G¢KS azya 2F [SOA akKlff K2fR 2FFAOSsS SIFEOK Ay KAa LI I
cause the congregation to go and come, each man in his rank, under the direction of the heads of family

of the congregatiorg the leaders, Judges, and officers, according to the number of all their ltastsler

the authority of the sons of Zadok the Priestsé Meésianic RuleVermes translation)

WSTFSNByOSa tA1S GKS 2yS o06St2g (2 | abSdaonta@Sy !l yisé
the sect was a breakaway group fr@amething and that they left (Jerusalem) to set up headquarters

Ay G5FYlFalOdzaérs 6KAOK 0O2dzZ R NBFSNI G2 GKS 5F Yl aodz
seat of Seleucid power), or it may haveehea code name for some other place (Qumran?)

GXYSYOSNR 2F (KS bS¢ [/ 2 @S yDayiascud Docuingidernfed triRlatianf 5 Y I & O dz
{22 6SQONB FAylfte G I LRAYyG 6KSNBE ¢S OFy oNRy3 |
DeR {SI {ONRBff GaSOUlIFINAIYy&dEéT 2NJ G6KS 9aasSyédo ¢ KS
2" Maccabeeswere one group that formed to fight against the totalitarian rule of Antiochus Epiphanes
IV, who desecrated the Temple c. 169 B.C.

Twenly years later, Jonathan Maccabeus (brother of Judas Maccabeus) became both chief priest and
political leader of the Jews (a practice which would continue throughout the rest of the Hasmonean
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rule). Jonathan was not in the line of the Zadokite priestsdwhliated back to the time of David and
{2t2Y2y0® ¢CKdzaz W2yl 0KFyQa | adadzYLlirAzy G2 GKS 27F7F
had lasted (more or less) for hundreds of years.

As a result, some Zadokite priests broke away from the T&mahd started their own sect (or joined
with the remnants of the Hasideans), to create the Essene sect that would be spoken of so
enthusiastically 200 years later by th€& dentury historians.

Various Scroll scholars over the years, including Gezaegemdillar Burrows, and Lawrence Schiffman
have suggested a similar chronology. Below is one example:

L 0StAS@PGS (GKS aSOt sl a FT2NN¥SR ¢KSYy | INRdzL) 2F { | RRdz
the aftermath of the Hasmonean takeover dfet Temple soon after the Maccabean revolt, probably by
I 6 2 dzi ™ p NewLight oh thebPharisebs [ | 6 NSy OS { OKATFYlLYX . A0tS wS@ASy

The Teacher of Righteousness

One of the most intriguing figures in the Dead Sea Scrolls is the TeachehtoRémess, mentioned
specifically in theHabakkuk CommentaryPsalms Commentargnd the Damascus Documentind
(perhaps) by inference in theIMT and Thanksgiving ScrollSome scholars view that the teacher was
the leader or founder of the sect. Certainthe teacher is accorded special powers:

G¢KAA YSIya GKIG GKS A0TSR YILy & 06KS A0TSR LINRASail
Yy Aa GKS GSI OK Eomertary NAHAK iidugairs y Sa & dé )
translation)
G¢KA& YStya GKS (Sl OKSNInade kidnK (1 S2dzaySaax (2 6K2Y D2
GKS YealiSNARSaE 2F (KS 62 NRComiehtanyK A a aSNDIyia G§KS LINE LI
on Hab 2:1Burrows translation)
G!' YR D2R 20aSNWBSR (GKSANI g2NJax d(dKFG GKS& az2dAKG KAY
and he raised up for them a teacher of righteousness to leathtirethe
gl @& 2F KDamaséu$DobliingrBurraws translation)
GXGKAAE O2yOSNyYya GKS tNASalx GKS ¢SFOKSNI 2F wwA3IKGS?2
chose to stand before Him, for he established him to build for Himself the
O2 y ANEB I | Cdndngntal BrXxPsalm®ames translation)

In some places, the teacher seems to have almost messianic properties:
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translation)
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2:4, Burrows translation)

We are told that the teacher of righteousness suffered unfairly atthe haéntis 4§ KS a6 A O1 SR LINA
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