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LO@S | f gl & & bebieBeB ivf adult SanddyBghool classes and Bible studies in our churches. And many
churches have quality, Biblicalbased adulfocused programs. Unfortunately, just as mathurchestend to

R2gy LI e I RdzZ G SRdzOl (A 2y I (nof 2badiging yhiBelf)2of focdding onReBegds af S RdzO |
GKS adzy OKdzZNOKSRéS $KSNB (2L 0a & dzOKelyighored.KdzZNOK KA &G 2 NB |

Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the Bible and the basic tenets ang dfishe
Faith. Among the @sons:

1 Not all adults come from a strong childhood kgmound in the churclt adult Sunday School classes/Bible
studies may be their first serious iottuction to what Christianity is all about
1 Christianity (and especiallyw&ngelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular
culture (movies, music, etc.). We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith against a
GFO1 62N (G2 eINRYBASRS Ita aNKIISRNS aR ea Ay ™M tSGSNI oYmMpO
1 Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history
of their Faith

To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both thosature in their Faith, and those just starting out in the

G{ OK22f 2 FLOKNAGBNRKDGSY | aSNASa 2F O2dzNBSa (KIFG T2 0dza
Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church. Ples teepresented in these courses are
AYUSYRSR (2 020K TvdihiditkeS hith, askw@ll asBbeNd as @ startlihg/pdid tor Christian-apol

getics.

While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High Schdel and Co
lege projects, especially the courses focused prilpan historical aspects.

One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I come freforraeR!
Church background), but | hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughout the various courses.
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Introduction

¢tKAa O2dzNBES Attt SEFYAYS (GKS 62NBKAL FyR (pdzt G dzNJ f
lishment in Acts, to roughly the time of the Council of Nicea (325 A.D.) How Christians worshipped in

the early church is an enduring topi€ iaterest in the modern church many churches today continue

to want to model themselves after the style of the ancients. Among the topiesed in this course:

Where early Christians worshipped
How they worshipped

Baptism & the Eucharist

Church leadrship and hierarchy

> > >

Somewhat surprisingly, given the antiquity of the sources, we actually have quite a bit of information
about how Christians worshipped in the first three centuries. Among the more prominent ancient
sources eferenced in this work are

A The New Testament, especialigts of the Apostlds Y Rt ktedgt Q& f S

A The Teachings of the Twelve Apostias early second century guide for new convedatéchu-
mens) This work was referred to by Eusebius (325 A.D.) and Athanasius (367 A.D.k lnstwa
til its rediscovery in Turkey in 1873.

A Wdza ( & y Fardt Abl@gyEI®0 A.D.), which describes an early worship service, as well as the
Eucharist

A The & or 4" century Apostolic Constitutiongvhich includes much of th&eachings of the Tved
Apdadstles), which is a detailed guide for church form and practice

Worship and cultural patterns in the early church quiz

1. T/F The communal worship pattern (sharing all possessions, etc.) described in Acts 2 and 4 became
the pattern for the later Gentil€hristian church

2. T/F In the early church, the fellowship meal (agape) was often combined with the sacrament of the
Eucharist

3. T/F When Paul preached in the cities of thentBes, he avoided going into the Jewish synagogues
in those cities

4. T/F It wasemmon in the early church to have worship@eh OSa Ay LIS2 L) SQa K2YSa
5. T/F There is no concept of a bishop in the Newdneent
6. T/F Catechumens (candidates for conversion) had to rece8/&@eks of instruction before being

baptized in the 2 and 3° certury church

7. TI/F Paul of Tarsus was the first deacon in the history of thati@hrChurch

8. T/F One of the reasons that early Christiansshigoped on Sundays instead of Saturdays is because
Al gl a GKS FTANRG RFre 2F D2RQa ONBFiAz2Yy

9. T/F According to the Nelvestament, Peter started the first Cétidan church in Rome

10. T/F Being baptized allowed one to participate in the aaent of the Eucharist in the early church

Worship patterns of the Early ChurahFirst Catury

Our primary source for information on ho@hristians worshipped in the first century is tAets of the
Apostlesr YR t I dzf Q& f SGOSNESX Ay (Téaéhings 8fdhe ddstlésay Yidg (i ©
been written in the latter part of the *Lcentury, and therefore may also bedfis!.



Wherethey worshipped

Reflecting the Jewish roots of Christianity, the earliest worship practices in
Christian Church cgered around the Temple in Jerusalem. Faaraple, in
Acts 2:46 (see also Acts 2:46, 4:1, 5:12, 21,75:42):

“"Every day they coitued to meet together in the temple courts. They brok ”\?‘f
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere heglpsaising God |\
FyR Sye2z2eAiy3a GKS FF@2NJ 24F) ft GKS LI\

In time, Temple worship became less important, aslBaread his ministry throughout the Romam-E£
pire, preabA Y3 LINAYIF NAf& (G2 (GKS DSyidAfSao | 26 SOSNE AY
preach first in a Jewish synagogue as he entered a new city. Some of those references areldisted b

Who Where Reference
Paul Damascus Acts 9:20
Paul & Barnabas | Salamis Acts 13:5
Paul & Barnabas | Iconium Acts 14:1
Paul & Silas Thessalonica Acts 17:2
Paul & Silas Berea Acts 17:10
Paul Athens Acts 17:17
Paul Corinth Acts 18:4
Paul Ephesus Acts 1819
Paul Ephesus Acts 19:8

Temple worship, of course, was completely wiped out in 70 A.D. whendheg
mans destroyed Jerusaler(Photo fromThe Life And Works Of Flaviusedogs
phus by William Whiston, Translatedepicting the @struction of Jerusalem in
70 AD)

In addition to public worship in the synagues and in the Temple Court, mor,
private worship services containing only believers werademted in private f&
homes, often located on the upper levels of small shops. These servicesi
cdly accommadated 1620 people. One example of a reference to a ho
church can be found in 1 Cotfiians 16:

““fhe churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Prigses
greet you warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that meets at tigeia S <D €
(NIV, 1 Cor 16:19)

Other examples of New Testament references to house churches can be found in the table below:

House owner Reference
Mary, Mother of John Mark (Acts 12:12)
Titius Justus (Acts 18:7)
Nympha (Col 4:15)

Over time, as the woldp communities grew, houses were converted to places of worship, oftee-by r
moving walls to enlarge common areas for worship and meals. (In Rome, these were sometimes r



ferred to as "title churches", after the name of the original donor). The earl@es232 A.D.) extant
known church is located in Dutauropos in mdern day Iraqg.

One other location of worship was common in the early churcemeteries. Commemorative feasts
were sometimes held at graves to worship "in the company of martyrs". Wossnges were often
held in the catacombs of Rome, to avoid the detection of the autiest.

How they worshiped

So what was a first century Christian worship service like®stells us that the early primitive Jerais
lem church practiced a form of commal worship that included shared ownership of proye

%°4ll the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own,

but they shared everything they hatfwith great power the apostles continued to testify tioet resurre-

tion of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon theni*ahere were no needy persons among them.

For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales

¥ yR LIz AG Fd GKS distribied iofay@n@as hShadinEeloseph, aAlévitedrbna

Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragé?mldt)a field he owned

YR O0NRdZAKG GKS Y2ySe FyR Ldzi -3v)di G GKS FLlRabdtSaQ FS¢

“TAl the bdievers were together and had everything in commé‘riSeIIing their possessions and goods,

they gave to anyone as he had neé‘EEvery day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.

They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad sindere hearts‘,”praising God and enye

Ay3a GKS FI@g2Nl 2F |tf GKS LIS2LX S® !'yR GKS [2NR | RRSR
(NIV, Acts 2:447)

This communal worship pattern existed only in the primitiveusalem church.
There is p evidence that it ever appeared in the Gentile church, probakely g
cause the Gentile church realized that if they sold of all of their possession

YSIya F2N 3SySNIGAy3d 6SItiKE GKSe& & KI @S
survive onin the future. @S S NI & WSNdzal £ SY OKdzN il PSR UKL
was immy Sy G T (Kdzas GKS& LINROIOE & &S NIef £ za SR 2y
LI Fyé F2NJ 0KS OKdzZNOKHO | 26 SOSNE K fas" dzy I £ T2
lowed by early monastics such as St. Antony anderrdict. '

The early ¥ century guide for catechumen$he Teaching of the Twelve Atles,

IABS&E I ONAST RSAONARLIIAZ2Y 2F | DS dzNOK G/

5l e8¢y

G.dzi SOHSNE [ 2NRQ& RI& R2 &S 3I,akgidtharksidigaffedda (23S0 K.
ing confessed your transgressions, that your sacrifice may be pure. But let no one that is at variance with

his fellow come together with you, until they be reconciled, that your sacrifice may not be profaned. For

this is hat which was spoken by the Lord: In every place and time offer to me a pure sacrifice; for | am a

ANBIFG YAy3I: alFAGK GKS [ 2NRXZ |y RTexchingyg of iSTwahie App2 v R S NJF dzt
tles, Chapter 14)

Various sources indicate that inghearly church, a fellowship meadape the "love feast") was 1o
f26SR 08 GKS 9dzOKI NR adiansigavé tanks dirifhihd meaBaddipayers ddreNt &  /
said over wine and lbken bread (Acts 2:42, 2:46, 20:7, 20:11).



We discover in 1 Cdl1:2029 that there were some difficulties in etoining the fellowship meal with
the Euclarist:

g8y d2dz 02YS (1238GKSENE A (*fohas yoy @af] eadhfoyou[gaeNdhend { dzLJILIS N.
without waiting for anybody else. One remains hungayother gets drunk’s 2 y Qi &2 dz KIF 38 K2 Y S
eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall

| say to you? Shall | praise you for this? Celgaiot! **For | received from the Lord what | also pEsen

to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bfémati when he had given thanks, he

ONR1S Al FYR &FARTE d¢KAA A& Y& 02Re PInth&ksarfekvayh & T2 NJ &2
F FGSNIJ adzLJLISNI KS (2@ is theknSw cOwdziala in iy Babd/ d@3his mhdadvér you

RNAY ]l AdG= Ay NBEWSNeaedr yod &t tidistoread Susladrink this cup, you proclaim the

[ 2NRQa RS K Timfeforef whdeier e@rg thfeSoéedrl or drinks the cup of thedlioran -

worthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the E&dman ought to examine

himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the @ﬁEor anyone who eats and drinks witho@-r

cognizing the body of the Lord eats aBRINA Y1 & 2dzRAYSy il 2y KBYASt T oé ObL+*>X

In time, the practice of combining the fellowship meal with the Euish$aded.

Baptism
The New Testament gives fascinating clues as to how the Early Church practiced baptism. However,
G§KSNB WN¥ROoO¥21aRlY . IFLIWNA&AYE AYy (GKS bS¢g ¢SadlyYSyido

meaning of baptism based on various verses that mention the sacrament. Some of those verses are r
ferenced in the table &ow.

Reference \ Comments
Pentecost
Acts 1:4-1:5 GdPdAY | FSg RIEa &2dz
{ LIA Nardwatér baptism and baptism by the
Holy Spirit two separate things? Does one follo
the other?
Acts 2:1- 2:41 G!'tt 2F GKSY gSNB FAf
Acts 2:3&; 2:39 ACKSYRBMIS Aa T2N) &2dz |
sometimes used to justify infant baptism
Baptism and the Apostles
Acts 8:6-8:25 Baptism of Simon Magus; Acts 8:14/16 seems t
indicate that baptism by the Holy Spirit carldéav
water baptism
Acts 8:26-8:40 Phlip baptizes the eunuch
Acts 9:179:19 Saul receives the Holy Spirit from the laying on
hands by Ananias, and is then baptized
Acts 10:44 10:48 | Gentiles receive Holy Spibieforewater bgptism
Acts 16:14 16:15; | Household baptismg sometimes used to esta
Acts 16:33; Acts | lish a scriptural basis for infant baptism
18:8, 1 Cor 116
Acts 18:23 Acts | Apollocd @PdKS 1y Seg 2yte
18:28
Acts 19:1-19:7 Paul baptizes followers of John the Baptjst
G2 KSy t | dzt LIbrthH@s, e Kaolya
{LANRG OIFYS 2y (KSYODO
1Cor 1:131:17 Paul came not to baptize but to preach




Reference \ Comments
Meaning of Baptism

Rom 6:3 6:4 abodlff 2F dz&a 6 K2 esu$S NJ
GSNBE o0l LIWIAT SR AylG2 KA

1 Cor 12:13 APdDPE S § SeNBy ohefSpirit intd dnk A
02ZREDDPDE

Eph 4:4 4:6 APdP2yS [2NRZ 2yS Tl A

Col 2:1112 Paul seems to equate circumcision withpbiam ¢

sometimes used to establish a gtural basis for
infant baptism

Gal 3:26-3:28 "...all of you whowere baptized into Christ have
Of 2GKSR &2dzNASf #Sa gA
Titus 3:5 3:6 G1'S al @SR dza G KNRdzAK

NEBySéglt o6& G(G(KS 1 2fte ({
1 Pet 3:18 3:22 Noah and family saved by wates ¢ KA & ¢
symbolizes baptism that now €4S & @ 2 dz

The late T-century/early2" century Epistle of Barabas (possibly written by the Apostle) contains the
following description of Christian btipm:

"...we indeed descend into the water full of sins and defilement, but come up, befiiign our heart,
having the fear [of God] and trust in Jesus in odurisp" (Epistle of Barnabafhapter 11)

TheShepherd of Hermaan early #-century work, describes the meaning oftiam as follows:
"...before a man bears the name of therSof God he is dead; but when he receives the seal he lays aside
his deadness, and obtains life. The seal, then, is the water: they descend into the water dead, and they

arise alive." $hepherd of HermasSimilitude 1X, Chaer 16)

The Teaching of thewklve Apostleslescribes the baptism ceremony as follows. Notice the requir
ment for fasting prior to the ceremony:

G!' YR O2yOSNYyAy3 ol LIWiA&AYS G(GKdzA ol LWWATS &SY I @Aay3a FAN

Father, and of the Son, and thfe Holy Spirit, in living water. But if thou have not living water, baptite i
other water; and if thou canst not in cold, in warm. But if thou have not either, pour out water thrice
upon the head into the name of Father and Son and Holy Spirit. Botébétie baptism let the baptizer

fast, and the baptized, and whatever others can; but thou shalt order the baptized to fast one or two days
0 S ¥ 2 N ®eachingdof the Twelve Afles, Chapter 7)

Celebrating the Eucharist

We get an ancient descriptiorf the celebration of the Eucharist froithe Teaching of the Twelve Apo
tles.

Gb2g O2yOSNYyAYy3I GKS ¢KIylaaaABAaAy3d 069dzOKFNRAaAGOSE (Kdz

our Father, for the holy vine of David Thy servant, which Thou madestrkio us through Jesus ThyrSe

vant; to Thee be the glory for ever. And concerning the broken bread: We thank Thee, our Father, for the
life and knowledge which Thou madest known to us through Jesus Thy Servant; to Thee be the glory for
ever. Even as thisroken bread was scattered over the hills, and was gathered together and became one,
so let Thy Church be gathereagether from the ends of the earth into Thy kingdom; for Thine is the glory
and the power through Jesus Christ for ever. But let no oneedrtink of your Thanksgiving (Eucharist),

3



but they who have been baptized into the name of the Lord; for concerning this also the Lord hath said,
DAG@S y20 GKI{G KA D TeachingothiedTwelve ApésCBaptRr®)3a a ¢ ¢ 6

Note that the Egharist (as opposed to the fellowship meal) wesearved for baptized believers.

Charismatic worship

1 Corinthians 14 discusses a variation on the worship service as we have so far descrivbdtitve
G2RIFe YAIKG NBTFTSNIKRAIKIYA GOKFNRAYFGAO 62

& 9 Wdde has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation." (NIV, 1 Cor
14:26)

Paul didn't discourage this sort of service, but heticaed that interpretation (prophesy) was more
important than simply speaking innigues:

“Eollow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of proﬁﬁem;anyone who
speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God. Indeed, no one understands him; he utters myst
ries with his spirit®But everyone who prophsies speaks to men for their strengthening, em@mement

and comfort.’He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the chiurch.
would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but | would rather have you prophesy. He oyte-pr

aASa Aa ANBFGISNI GKIYy 2yS gK2 alL)lSrla Ay G2y3dzSasx dzyt S

(NIV, 1 Cor 14:5)

An extreme form of charismatic worship grew up in the #licentury. Around c. 156 A.D., a self
styled prophet named Mominus started to attract followers in Phrygia, Asia Minor (early church father
Tertullian was among their ranks for a period of time). Montanus fostered a very charismaticnenviro
ment, and believed that the Holy Spirit spoke directly through him, andofisafers. Montanists &-
lieved that they were receiving Divine Revelation, like the Ofthiveent prophets.

Some of the bishops of the time (such as Serapion, bishop of Antioch) were concerned that sinch prop

esizing might be viewed on the same leveHmdy Scriptureg Y R 02 dzZf R AYGSNFENBE G A

standing of the core message of the Scriptures.

Around c. 190 A.D., Monatanus was excommunicated, but his movement forced the established church
to examine the role of the Holy Spirit in the conteanary church. In time, theesponse of the church

was that revelation ended with the Apostolic Age. Those with the gift of prophesy after the Apostolic
Age were simply explaining the already existing Word of ¢Goat adding to it.

Music in the Early Chgh

There are few extant references to singing in the early chqritfe New Testament only mentions the
practice twice (Col 3:16, Eph 5:19) and then somewhat o#llyguThe most striking reference of the two
is in Eplsians:

6X0S TFAff SR spemking to dni notlietit pedinis And hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
YIE{AYy3 YSt2RE Ay &2dNJ KEO)NL (2 G(KS [2NR®E 6bL+ 9LK

Church Father Clement suggests that hymns should be "austere".

10
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Leadership in the Early Church

The early church veaextremely egalitarian in nature. Every baptized member was seen to have a gift
(see Rom 12:8, 1 Pet 4:1al1, 1 Cor 12:B1, 1 Cor 14:26, Eph 4:1B). But in time, some formal pes
tions of church leadership evolved, probably because of tha-mcreasing size of the congregations.
Congegations are exhorted several times in the New Testament to obey and submit to their leaders:

"Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must giore an a
count." (NIV, Heb 137; see also 1 Thess 5:12 and 1 Tim 5:17)

The latefirst centuryFirst Epistle of Clement to therihthians(probably written by Clement, Bishop of
Rome) discusses a line of succession in the churches that was established by the aposfielvdse

"The Apostles have preached to us from the Lord Jesus Christ; Jesus Christ from God...And thimg preac
through countries and cities, they appointed the first fruits of their conversion to be bishops eistens

over such as should afterwards beliebayving first proved them by the Spirit...So likewise our Apostles
knew by our Lord Jesus Christ, that there should contentions arise, upon account of the ministry. And
therefore having a prefect forknowledge of this, they appointed persons, as we hagfite said, and

then gave direction, how, when they should die, other chosen and approved men should succeed in their
ministry.” First Epistle of Clemetu the CorinthiansChapter 42)

28§ RA&O0dzaa G(KS RATT Spudugdiin tite Bk camudyrehu@Fbelowd A | f & £

aKI G
Apostles
The first custodians of the early church were the apostlesd more specif |
cally, the "The Twelve"cd Sy o6& WSa& dza @ tKS g2 5¢ 02YS
Greek wordapaostolosthat means:
a ldelegate specifically an ambaador of the Gospel; officially @mmissioner
2F / KNRA&AG o6al L2 adt Sétmpostld, masiekgeryhe that € ROY
sent. Strongs Hebrew and Greek Dictioies)
¢CKSNBE FNB F2dzNJ RAFFSNByYy(d fAradaa? f 9S¢ Y
ment, with slight variations &ween them:
Matt 10:2 Mark 3:16 Luke 6:14 Acts 1:13
Andrew Andrew Andrew Andrew
Bartholomew | Bartholomew | Bartholomew | Bartholomew
James son of | James son of | James son of | James son of
Alphaeus Alphaeus Alphaeus Alphaeus
James sonfo | James son of | James James
Zebedee Zebedee
John John John John
Judas Iscariot | Judas Iscariot | Judas Iscariot
Matthew Matthew Matthew Matthew
Philip Philip Philip Philip
Simon (who is | Simon (to Simon (whom | Peter
called Peter) | whom he gave| he named E-
the name - | ter)
ter)

11




Matt 10:2 Mark 3:16 Luke 6:14 Acts 1:13
Simon the Simon the Simon who Simon the
Zealot Zealot was called the | Zealot

Zealot
Thaddaeus Thaddaeus Judas son of | Judas son of
James James
Thomas Thomas Thomas Thomas

Immediately before his ascension, Christ instructs his rem@ 11 apostles to carry on his ministry:

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses @ Jerus
fSYS FyR Ay Ftf WdIdzRSF FyR {FYFENARFZ FyR (G2 (G4KS SyRa 213

After the ascension, thd1l remaining apostles wished to replace Judas Iscariot, and decided that a
prime qualification for the replacement apostle was to have igggated in Jesus' earthly ministry from
the start:

% *fherefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who haen with us the whole time the Lore-J
suswentinandoutamong 89 SIAYYAyYy3d FTNRY W2KyQa ol LIiAaY G2
us. For one of these must become a witness with us of higkeBUO G A 2 Yy ®é¢ @D L +> | Ol a

GKS GA
MY HM

Matthias (never to béreard from again in the New Testament) i@sbn as the Judagplacement.

However, the original twelve plus Matthias are not the only stles referred to in the New Testament.
Paul & Barnabas (Acts 14:14), Andronicus and Junias (Rom 16:7) anlypdasies the brother otJ
sus (Gal 1:19) also receive the appellation. However, no one after the first century used the title.

The reference to Junias as an apostle in Romans 16:7 is interesting because Junias is the feminine form
of a Greek name (sdeelow). Depending on how one interprets the passage (is it saying that Andron

cus and Junias are well known to the apostles, or that they are outstanding apostles?), we may have
grounds to identify a female aptbe.

“Breet Andronicus and Junias, mylateves who have been in prison with me. They are outstanding
among the apostles, and they were in ChrieF®2 NS L g1 & ®é

Junias founias)Ad& Of SFNI & 2F (GKS 7FSvydinfiangSate¥2 NY> | & ¢KIF &SN
GMO |/ KNAAGALY g2YFy |G w2 Y®EandSlgwipkisoneS R o6& t | dzf | & 3
tF NG 2F {LISSOKY y2dzy LINRPLISNI FSYAYAYySEé

Bishop (or overseer)

Next in importance tohe apostles were the bishops (or overseers) and the elders. The term bishop
comes from the Greek worepiskopos

Gl adzLSNAYGSYRSyds GKFiG Aas /KNRadGAlLY 2FFASSNI Ay 38y

V)T 6 AaK2LE SRS aibGreek Dictionaries

LY UKS bS¢ ¢SadlySyids oAaKz2LA FNB AyadNHzOGSR G2 o
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a "Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be
shepherds of the church of God, whikhS 02 dzZaKG A GK KAa 26y of 22 RdE ObL 3

The gqualifications to be a bishop are steep:

“Mere is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer, he desires a nofotask.

the overseer must be above reproach, the husbafdthat one wife, temperate, selfontrolled, resped-

ble, hospitable, able to teacfinot given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a

lover of moneyHe must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with preper

spect® LT yez2yS R28&a y20 |1y26 K2¢ G2 YlLylFr3aS Kaa 26y Tl
®He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the

devil. 'He must also have a good reputation withtsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into

0§KS RS@OAft Qa (N LE @ ObL+Y M ¢AY oYM

See also Phillipians 1:1 and 1 Titus4.:5

By the 2nd century, the role of the bishop was more folireal, with a bishop presiding over a diocese
or see. Bishops of churches founded by the apostles were said to be in succession to tlesaffor
exampleq JohrPolycarplrenaeus).

Elder (or presbyter)
¢KS GSNY aStRSNE O2 ybshutcfofiP Y. A8 I BNKRB | y B2 BRINA Sa iié
fromtKAa 62 NR® I O0O2NRAY3 G2 {iNRBY3IQAY

G/ 2 Y LI Nbriédo@Seldar); older, as noun, aeniot specifically an IsraelitBanhedristalso figi-
NFGA@Stes YSYOSNI 2F GKS OSt S&ldek (Sta (0 Z SadhyaReblErenddNI / K NR & (
and Greek Dictitaries

The term is used in two differemtays in the New Testament, depending upon whether it is usedfin re
erence to the Jerusalem Church or the Gentile church. In the former, the concept of elder was modeled
after the Old Testament pattern, with elders acting as a decision making counal dethsalem church

(see Acts 15, Acts 21:PB). The term as we use it today comes from the Gentile church, and is often
used to denote the highest official in a padiar church or area:

“"Saul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each churchaitid prayer and fasting, committed
GKSY G2 GKS [2NRX Ay ¢K2Y GKS& KFR Ldzi GKSANI GNYza G d¢

The qualifications for elders are similar to the aforementioned ones for bishop. In fact, one could read
Titus 1:59 as indicating that there was nastinction ketween bishops (overseers) and elders in trie 1
century church:

f*The reason | left you in Crete was that you might straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint

elders in every town, as | directed yoelAn elder must be blameless, tieisband of but one wife, a man

whose children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobed@inte an ove

seerAd Sy UNHz2aGSR ¢AGK D2 R @ aotavebedring, nétSjuickedzdeied, oobgi-0 f | YSE Sa a
en to drunkenness, not vient, not pursuing dishonest gaiﬁRather he must be hospitable, one who

loves what is good, who is seintrolled, upright, holy and disciplinetHe must hold firmly to the trus

worthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage otheuby sloctrine and refute

thosewho@lLl2 &S AG®F O6¢Addza mYp
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See also James 5:15, 1 Tim 4:14, and 1 Peter 8for other refeéences to elders.

Adding further confusion to the hierarchy of the first century church (were bishops and elders on the
samelevel?), the apostles sometimes referred to themselves as elddohn refers to lmself simply as
GGKS StRSNE AY H W2KYy MYM YR 0o W2KYy MYMO®

Deacons
Finally, we have the deacons, which comes from the Greek diakdnos often translated as "servant":

¢an attendant, that is, (generally) avaiter (at table or in other menial duties); specifically a Christian
teacherand pastor (technically adeaconor deaconesgt RS 02y = YA y A StioSgHebravs NI y i ® £
and Greek Dictiorrées)

Traditionallx, the filrtsdeacons were seven Hgllenistic Jewish Qhristians chosen by the apostles to assist
Ay GKS aWiARfye 2HAFERIRE (2 G(KS Lk22NY

"They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Pa
menas, and Nidas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism." (NIV, Acts 6:5)

Stephen has the distinction of being the first martyr in the drgtof the church (his murder being aided
and abetted by one Saul of fEas).

The qualifications to be a deacon are similar tosh@f being a bishop or elderwith the distinction
that there is no requement to have the gift of teaching:

“Peacons, likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, andr-not pu
suing dishonest gaiﬁ’They must keep hdlof the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscien&.hey

must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve as deddonthe same

way, their wives are to be women worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but teat@end trustworthy

in everything."”’A deacon must be the husband of but one wife and must manage his children and his
household well**Those who have served well gain an excellent standing and great assurance in their faith
AY [ KNR &G WwWS38dR) o ObL+X ™M C¢AY

By the end of the first century, deacons assisted church leaders, managed the church treasury, and
served the needs of the poor. In time, they also assisted (but not administered) in sacraments such as
baptism.

Both women and men served as deas in the early church, as can be seen by the Phoebe mentioned
by Paul in Romans 162L The NIV translates it as follows:

%Ycommend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church in Cenéheesk you to receive her in the
Lord in a way worthy fothe saints and to give her any help she may need from you, for she has been a
IANBFG KSELI 2 Ylyeée LIS2LI28NV)A Yy Of dzZRAYy 3 YSoé OW2Yl ya mc

¢tKS ¢62NR GKFG GKS bL+x 6FyR YW+0 NIy XiKkoidSe- | & G a
fined above(the NIV has a note which gives an alternative translaticsiakonod: & @RS & ®¢ 0 P
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Women in leadership positions

¢CKSNB Aa FYLIS SHARSYOS (GKFG / KNAAGEbothimégrdands I a I+ y
women were welcome in leadershig@ A G A 2 y & @ 2S500S It NBIRe YSyYiUA2YSF
sibly) Junias the Apostle. The table below summarizes some of the church leadership positioms of wo

en in the New Tgament.

Comment
"a deaconess of the
church”
Rom 16:35, 1 Cor 16:19 Founded at least two
home churches with
her husband Aquila

Reference
Romans 16:P

Woman
Phoebe

Priscilla (or Psca)

Junias Rom 16:7 "outstanding among
the apostles"

Nympha Col 4:15 Started church in her
house

Mary, Mother of Acts 1:14 Present at fist med-

Jesus ings of church

Euodia, Sytyche Phil 4:23 "these women who
have contended at my
side in the cause of the
gospel”

Four daughters of | Acts 21:8/9 Prophetesses

Philip

How Christians were to treat each other

The New Testament contains a number ofgages that describe how Christians were to treat each. As
can be seen from the table below, key attributes were love, forgiveness, charity and hospitality= Chri
tians are ehorted to not take their disputes with each other to courts not run by believers.

Reference Key Attribute
Col 3:1214 forgiveness, love
Eph 5:12 love
1 John 3:120 love, charity
Eph 4:2532 compassion
1 Cor 6:16 no lawsuits
2 Cor 2:511 forgiveness
James 2:0 tolerance, no favoritism
Rom 12:10,13 devotion, hospitality
Rom 12:16 harmony, humility
1 Pet 4:89 love, hospitality
Rom 14:121 acceptance
Rom 15:17 acceptance
Hebrews 13:13 love, hospitality
James 5:16 communal confession

There were, however, limits on the relationships between Christians. Unruly &aiedho did not f&
f26 GGKS (GNIRAGAZ2Y NBOSAOGSR T NRY -ldya ¥siting Sni&iang 2
were not to be burdens on their hosts.

0S5
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“But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdrawefrenm
brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received froffrasyou you
selves know how you ought to follow us, for we were not disorderly amongayuu;did weeata®d 2y SQa
bread free of charge, but worked with laband toil night and day, that we might not be ardden to any

of you,’not because we do not have authority, but to make ourselves an example of how you shieuld fo
low us.*°For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not wotkenshall

he eat."*For we hear that there are some who walk among you in a disordemneranot working at all,

but are busybodies'Now those who are such we command and exhort through our Lord Jesus Christ
that they work in quietness and eat theisoy © NBI R®d £ 4D L+ H ¢KSaa ovYec

In later centuries, both St. Benedict and St. Augustine, when drawing up the rules and regulations for
monastic houses, stressed the importance of manual labosyitigaon 2 Thess 3:62 as their guide.

By the end of thel® century, the protocol for visiting Christians hadcbme more formalized, as this

passage from th@eachings of the Twelve ApostlEsows. One wonders as one reads such passages
GKSGKSNI GNIY @St Ay3a ao0StASHSNAEE iteeas DéywghBfrod ®Wnte2 T S N.
town was a major prolem in the early church!

G.dzi £SG SOSNEB 2yS GKIG O2YSOK Ay GKS yFrYS 2F GKS [ ;
know him; for ye shall have understanding right and left. If he who comethwiayfarer, assist him as far

as ye are able; bute shall not remain with you, except for two or three day# need be. But if he Wi

leth to abide with you, being an artisalet him work and eat but if he hath no trade, according to your
understandingsee to it that, as a Christiahe shall not live with you idle But if he willeth not to do, he is

aChristy 2y 3SNX 21 GOK G(KIF (G & SeathBBds lof the TveeReFApdsiNShapter 12170 K @ ¢ 6
emphasis added)

However, the protocols for treatingtioer believersdid not necessarily extend to how to treahbelies-
ers who were to be avoided:

“"Jo not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousnesswyith la
f SaaySaakK !'yR gKIFI{ O2YYdzy¥,diws3KBAE  AIKG 6AGK RIFENJYySaat

Charity

As already mentioned, one of the primary charters for deacons in the early church was to provide for

the needs of the poor. The importance of giving is stressed in many verses in the New Testament, i
cluding Rom 12:8, Rom 12:13Cor 9:611, Gal 6:10, James 1:27, James 2851 John 3:118. Exm-

ples of giving to the poor can be found at Acts 9:36, Acts-40&cts 11:29, Rom 15:26, 2 Cor-82L

hyS SaLSOAlLtte AyGaSNBaidAy3d SEF YLIE S rkd and chaitale 2 F ¢ |

RSSRa¢ o! OGa dpYocOd {SSYAy3fte Fa I NBgFNR F2N KS

However, there was practical limits on Chrisitan charityose who were able were expected to fend for
themselves:

"But if a wdow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their religion intd pra
tice by caring for their own family..."  (NIV, 1 Tim 5:4)

"If any woman who is a believer has a widow in the family, she should help them and not utah
be burdened with them, so the church can help those widows who are really in need" (NIV, 1 Tim 5:16)
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Worship patterns of the Early Churahsecond and third centries

Ly GKA& &SO0A2Y 3 rvalo8stsbuices $ratr theipgfiSd that2d¥s@&ithe mechanics of
2 SQf ¢

the worship service, ofthe Euadlad G = I yR 2F ol LJAAAY D

church leadership hirarchy.

How they worshipped

After the aforementionedTeachings of the Twelve Apostlese of the earliest /

descriptions we have of an early church service comes frayrdMartyr in his (;7 L Iy
First Apologyc. 150 A.D. Justyn Martyr affirms that the Christian practice lof ' B/
ebrating the Sabbath on 8day rather than the Jewish custom of Saturday ha ! ‘

long pedgree. Justyn also tells us the reason for the switcBunday is the first (]
RFe 2F D2RQ& ONBI { eisfrdse froyi e dedda 2 G K¢ J/jj

4299Y[ ., 2hw{lLt hC ¢I

And we afterwards continually remind each other of these things. And thetlyeamong us help the
needy; and we always keep together; and for all things wherewith we are supplied, we bless the Maker of
all through His Son Jesus Christ, and through the Holy Ghiodton the day called Sunday, all who live

in cities or in the county gather together to one place, and the memoirs of the apostles or the writings

of the prophets are reagdas long as time permits; then, when the reader has ceasedpresident ve-

bally instructs, and exhorts to the imitation of these good things. Thes all rise together and pray

and, as we before said, when our prayer is end@éad and wine and water are broughtind the pres

dent in like manner offers prayers and thanksgivings, according to his ability, and the people assent, sa
ing Amen;and there is a distribution to each, and a participation of that over which thanks have been
given, and to those who are absent a portion is sent by the deacAnd.they who are well to do, and
willing, give what each thinks fitand what is collected is depositevith the president, who succors the

9 /lwL{¢L! b{

t

az

orphans and widows and those who, through sickness or any other cause, are in want, and those who are

in bonds and the strangers sojourning among us, and in a word takes care of all who are in n&d- But
day is the dy on which we all hold our common assembly, because it is the first day on which Gad, ha
ing wrought a change in the darkness and matter, made the world; and Jesus Christ our Savior on the
same day rose from the dead~or He was crucified on the day befathat of Saturn (Saturday); and on

the day after that of Saturn, which is the day of the Sun, having appeared to His apostles and disciples, He

0FdAaAKGi GKSY (KSasS (KAy3az oKAOK ¢S KI Bt ApatagyY A G G SR

Justyn Martyr, c. 150 A.D.,raphasis added)

As one reads through the description above, one is struck by hoilasittme basic church service of 150

A.D. is with the church séice today, as the table below indicates.

Modern church service

150 A.D. church servic

Old and New Testament rda
ings

AXGKS YSY2ANR 27
GNRGAY3Ia 2F GKS

Sermon

G XiKS LINB a AnRr8ofsi
and exhorts to the intation of these
322R GKAYy3IaXxé

Prayers of the people

G¢KSYy ¢S ff NRaA
LINJ & X ¢

Communion

GXONBFIR YR gAYS
0 NP dz3 K X { K SuNd& toA &
each, and a particggion of that over
GKAOK (KIyla KI@
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[Note: this could also be describing
the agape meal]

Offering G!' yR GKS& 6K2 | N
willA y3z IABS 6KI

Another Early Church Father, Hippolytus, described how Christians should worship when theyaire
church:

A "Let each one be diligent in coming to the church, the place where the Holy Spirit flourishes. If there
is aday when there is no instruction, let each one, when he is at home, take aly &dok and read
in it..." (Apostolic TraditionHippolytus, c. 215 A.D.)

A Christians should pray seven times a day. Later, Christian monasticism would adopt this idea in the
AYIAYy3I 2F GKS a2FFAO0S&aé GKNRdAdAK2dzi GKS Rl &o

Finally, the /4™ century Apostolic Constitution& & | f 2y 3 &SO0GA2y SyidAadt SR
/| KdzZNOK ¢ & LG Aa YdzOK Y2NB aLISOAFTAO GKFy GKS wdzadle

>\

Where different groupén the church are supposed to sit (men and women, young and old aee sep
rated)

The layout of the church itself. The description givemidlai to later monastic churches.

The roles of various church officials during thevgse ¢ bishops, priests, deats and deaconesses,
porters and presbyters are mentioned, all witfstdict roles

>\ >\

Other elements have been added to the service since the 150 Asbription:

¢CKS G[2NRQ&a (1A&a¢eg oLIaarayad 2F GKS LISFEOST Ay VY2RSE
People stand during the reading thie Gospels

GXOlF G4SOKdzYSya FyR LISYyAGSydaést | NB dz
¢tKS ¢62yRSNFdzZ o6fSaaraya ac¢cKS [2NR o
0KSS:E IyR 3IAGS GKSS LISI OSod¢

A Responsive readings

A
A
A
A

—_ D¢

KSNBR 2dzi LINJ
a a

Also, given the emphasis assigl to the role of deacons and pers in keeping people attentive and
awake during the service, one might postulate that services in theeditury were a bit longer than
they are bday!

G2 KSy G(K2dz wdKS 0AaK2LI8 OF t fHtidithelcohmanded & & gidatshipz ¥ G KS  /
appoint the assemblies to be made with all possible skill, charging the deacons as mariners to prepare
places for the brethren as for passengers, with all due care andchdgce

And first, let the building be long, thiits head to the east, with its vestries on both sides at the east end,

FyR a2 AG oAttt 06S ftA1S I aKALD Ly G(KS YARRES tSi4 GKS
presbytery sit down; and let the deacons stand near at hand, in elodesmall girt garments, for they are

like the mariners and managers of the ship: with regard to these, let the laity sit on the other side, with all

guietness and good order.

And let the women sit by themselves, they also keeping silentethe middle]et the reader stand upon

some high place: let him read the books of Moses, of Joshua the son of Nun, of the Judges, and of the
Kings and of the Chronicles, and those written after the return from the captivity; and besides these, the
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books of Job and @olomon, and of the sixteen prophets. But when there have been two lessonsIsevera
ly read, let some other person sing the hymns of David, and let the people join at the conclusions of the
verses.

Afterwards let our Acts be read, and the Epistles of Paufelowworker, which he sent to the churches
under the conduct of the Holy Spirit; and afterwards let a deacon or a presbyter read the Gospels, both
those which | Matthew and John have delivered to you, and those which the feltmkers of Paule-

ceivad and left to you, Luke and MarRnd while the Gospel is read, let all the presbyters and deacons,
and all the people, stand up in greatlenced ® @ ¢

In the next place, let the presbyters one by one, not all togethenpe the people, and the bishop the

last place, as being the commander. Let the porters stand at the entries of the men, and observe them.
Let the deaconesses also stand at those of the women, like shipmen. For the same descriptiot and pa
tern was both in the tabenacle of the testimonynd in the temple of Godut if any one be found sitting

out of his place, let him be rebuked by the deacoas a manager of the foreship, and be removed into
0KS LJX FOS LINRPLISNI F2NJ KA YX

Let the young persons sit by themselves, if there be a place &niif not, let them stand upright. But let
those that are already stricken in years sit in order. For the children which stand, let their fathers and
Y2U0KSNE GF 1S GKSY G2 GKSYX

In like manner, let the deacon oversee the people, that nobody may whisper slumber, nor laugh,

nor nod; for all ought in the church to stand wisely, and soberly, and attentively, having their attention
fixed upon the word of the LordAfter this, let all rise up with one consent, and looking towards the
east, after the catechmens and penitents are gone oupray to God eastward, who ascended up to the
heaven of heavens to the east; remembering also the anciemt sitA 2y 2 F LI N} RAaS Ay GKS S

As to the deacons, after the prayer is over, let some of them attend upon lkegtion of the Eucharist,
YAYAAUGSNAYy3 (2 GKS [2NRQa o02Re& gAGK FTSIENW [Si 20KSN&A
dzi £ SG GKFG RSEFEO2y 6K2 A& Fd GKS KAIK LINASadQa KIFyR
another; let no o come in hypcrisy.

¢KSy tSG GKS YSy 3IA@S (G(KS YSys | yR.BithebnosgreddSiy 3IABS GF
with deceit, as Judas betrayed the Lord with a kiss. After this let the deacon pray for the whole Church, for
0KS ¢K2t S ¢2IaIh&khigh FrigsBpxdy fbripaace upon the people, and bless them, as Moses

commanded the priests to bless the people, in these wotdg: KS [ 2NR of Sda G(KSS:Z |
[2NR YIF1S 1 Aa FFH0S (2 aKAyS dary (GKSS>I FyR 3IA@S i

Let the bishotINJ & F2NJ GKS LIS2L) SX! FGSNI GKA& fSG GKS &l ONRTFA
lently; and when the oblation has been madeS i S@SNE NI}yl o0& AG&SEt Fe- LI NI 1S
cious blood in order, and approach with reverence and hdbar, as to the body of their king. Let the

women approach with their heads covered, as is becoming the order of wolmenlet the door be

watched, lest any unbeliever, or one not yet initiated, comedre€ Apostalic ConstitutionsBook 2, Se

tion 7, emplasis added)
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Eucharist

In the prior section, we have already seen®43' century description of the Eucharist ceremony, which
includes elements such as:

A ¢KS O2yaNBIIGA2Y aLI NIF1Swae 2RISNEKS [ 2NRQa o02Re

A 22YSy &l Lihith@rihedds cabs NB R €

A Only believers can be present during the Euchayigtf S G K
2NJ 2yS y20 &S0G AyAlGAlFGSRTE O2Y

(V)]
¢

S R22NJ o6S 4 (0K 3
S A

y €

Justyn Marytr in higirst Apology(c. 150 A.D.) gives an earlier description of the Euchagstin stres-
ing that the ceremony is for believers only, and seems tesioadow the Roman Catholic doctrine of
transmutation.

ahC ¢19 9/ /1 !wL{¢

And this food is called among &sijcariatia [the Eucharist], of whicimo one is allowed to paake

but the man who believes that the things which we teach are truand who has been washed with the

washing that is for has enjoined. For not as common bread and common drink do we receive these; but in

like manner as Jesus Christ our Savior, having been madebffetste Word of God, had both flesh and

blood for our salvation, so likewise hawe been taught that the food which is blessed by the prayer of

His word, and from which our blood and flesh by transmutation are nourished, is the flesh and blood of

that Jesis who was made fleshFor the apostles, in the memoirs composed by them, which are called

Gospels, have thus delivered unto us what was enjoined upon them; that Jesus took bread, and when He

KFR 3IA@SYy (KIFIylaX &aFARI G¢KA&@ R®2 RET A yI yNS YBRIOINT yIOB( S
YIYyYySNE KIFI@Ay3a (GF1Sy GKS Odz)d ryR 3IAGBSYy GKlIyl1azx 1S &l .
(First ApologyChapter 66, Justyn Martyr, c. 150 A.D.)

Hippolytus in his c. 215 A.Bpostolic Traditiomdds tlese thoughts:

The Eucharist should be received before any other food

Great care should be taken that nothing is spilled

Sacred bread should not be left where an uptized person (or even a mouse) could eat it

"And when he breaks the bread, in distribwgifragments to each, he shall say: The bread ef/ee
in Christ Jesus."

D D

Baptism
Through a number of Early Church sources, we have detailed accounts both of the form of baptisms in
the 2" & 3 centuries, as well as the meaning and liturgy oftizap.

Meaning of baptism
Justin Martyr, in his c. 150 woFRrst Apologydescribes baptism as follows:
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"And for this [rite] we have learned from the apostles this reason. Since at our birth we were bbrn wit
out our own knowledge or choice, by our parents comiogether, and were brought up in bad habits

and wicked training; in order that we may not remain the children of necessity and of ignotariaaay
become the children of choice and knowledge, and may obtain in the water the remission of sins fo
merly canmitted, there is pronounced over him who chooses to be born again, and has repented of his
sing the name of God the Father and Lord of the universe; he who leads to the laver the person that is to
be washed calling him by this name aloné&irgt Apdogy, Justin Martyr, p 339)

The c. 8/4™ century Apostolic Constitutiondiscusses the seriousness of baptism and the potential co
sequences if a Christian continues to sin after being initiated into the faith throudtsbap

"Beloved, be it known tgou that those who are baptized into the death of our Lord Jesus are obliged to
go on no longer in skNow he who sins after his baptism, unless he repent and forsake his sins, shall be
condemned to helfire." (Apostolic ConstitutiondBook 2, Section 3)

Bythe early fourth century, many people (including, possibly, the Emperor Constantine) put off getting
baptized until they were near death, so that they coulatimue to live a sinful life!

The form of baptism

Events prior to a or 3% century baptisn typically ncluded a two to three year P g R ‘,@
period of instruction into the Christian faith, and a period of fasting prior to «wgc'_gf‘f 25N
baptism. Catechumens were expected to lead lives of purity, andriounce %,:3) =4 i% J
Satan: ; 5*5”39” WSS
- il S
=3,

"But let him that is to be baptized be freeofn all iniquity; one that has left off tofi¥}: . ?”“‘; i

work sin,Athe friend of God, the enemy of the deviJ, thg heir qf God the Fathgr, ' 3 )

fellow-K SANJ 2F 1 Aa {2yT 2yS GKFG KF&a NB¥E tla L ys

deceits; chaste, pure, holy, beloved of Gdd(Apostolic ConstitutionsBook 3, Se : RSN D o

tion 18) Siting) =

Baptisms were generally performed by church officials (bishops, presbyters, etc.), often in the period
preceding Easter. The baptism itselfluded both an anointing with oil and/or ointment, as well as th
dipping or immersion in ater:

"Thou therefore, O bishop, according to that type, shalt anoint the head of those that are toptiedzh
whether they be men or women, with the holy oil, for a type of the spiritual baptism. After that, either
thou, O bshop, or a presbyter that is under thee, shall in the solemn form name over them the Father,
and Son, and Holy Spirit, and shall dip them in the water; and let a deacon receive the man, and-a deac
ness the woman, that so the conferring of this inviolaldalsmay take place with a becoming decency.
And after that, let the bishop anoint those that are baptized with ointmengpdstolic Constitutions
Book 3, Section 16/17)

The meaning of the tpart baptism (oil, water, ointment) is stiussed:
"But thoushalt beforehand anoint the person with the holy oil, and afterward baptize him with tteryw
and in the conclusion shall seal him with the ointment; that the anointing with oil may be the particip

tion of the Holy Spirit, and the water the symbol of tHeath of Christ, and the ointment the seal of the
covenants." Apostolic ConstitutiondBook 7, Chater 22)
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TheConstitutiongdescribe the meaning of the immersion angrg up out of the water:

"This baptism, therefore, is given into the death of Jeghe water is instead of the burial...the descent
Ayid2 GKS 61 G§SN) GKS ReAy3a (23SGKSNJ 6AGK / KNRAGT G4KS |
(Apostolic Constitution8ook 3, Section 16/17)

In a passage from Hippolytus (c. 215 A.D.), it appéhat whole families might have been baptized t
gether, including their children. Hippolytus also seems to infer that full immersion is not aameuir
for baptism:

"Where there is no scarcity of water the stream shall flow through the baptismaldiopour into it from
above; but if water is scarce, whether on a constant condition or on occasion, then use whatever water is
available. Let them remove their clothing. Baptize first the children, and if they can speak for themselves
let them do so. Othrwise, let their parents or other relatives speak for them." (Hippolylusw Apostolic
Tradtion, 21:15).

The liturgy of baptism

Hippolytus also preserves an early baptismal creed in his writingsla&ies to the Apostles Creed are
to be expected, athe Apostles Creed probably started out as ptisenal creed:

G2 KSy GKS LISNr2Yy o0SAy3 ol LIWAT SR 32
KAYS akKlftf aley W52 @&2dz 6StAS@S Ay
bef ASPGSPQ ¢KSy K2f RAy3d KAa KIyR 2y KAd KSIR® KS akKkt
lieve in Christ Jesus, the Son of God, who was born of the Virgin Mary, and was crucified inder Rontius P

late, and was dead and buriednd rose again the third day, alive from the dead, and ascended irge he

@Sys FYyR albd +d GKS NAIKG KFEIYR 2F GKS CIGKSNE FyR gAf
alkeay WL o0StASGSZIQ KS Aa 0l LI AdvsSilktheHBlY Jpyitdin theyh®ly | I+ Ay K
OKdzNDKSE | yR GKS NBadzNNBOGA2Z2Y 2F (G(KS 02ReéKQ ¢KS LISNA2
oF LIGAT SR I Crdeeis’ONTRe Ghuyokgdsisoftware, P) 7

Church officials

Church leadership and highies became much more formal and hierarchical in tffeafid 3% centu-

ries A.D. than they were in thé'1 Bishops of major cities (Rome, Antioch, Carthage, etc.) were powerful

and mportant figures in their congregations. In fact, thH&8" century Apostolic Constitutiontells the
O2yaANB3IL A2y (KIG GKS o0AaK2L) Ada GySEG FFGSN D2RZ
e 2dz o

G¢KS 0AaK2LIE KS Aa (KS Yhkngvedgd, $relinedidtor bekvBen G@NERAIn G KS 1SS
the severaparts of your divine worship. He is the teacher of piety; and, next after God, he isaber, f

who has begotten you again to the adoption of sons by water and the Spéits your ruler and gove

nor; he is your king and potentate; he is, next after Goyour earthly God, who has a right to be he

ored by youb &postolic ConstitutionBook One, Section Four, emphasis added)

CtKA&d @DASs 2F GKS o0AaK2L) +a (GKS aSIFNIKie D2R¢ ¢2dAf
abbot-a Ly GKS YK ABSNE yaARSNBR (2 RuikloNBnadighpteri KS LIS N
1).

The Apostolic Constitutionsommented on the high standardequired for one to become a bishap
and explicitly stated that they could be married:
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21! ¢ h| DIHECHARACTERSIORSABP AND OF THE REST? OF THE CLERGY

Let him therefore be sober, prudent, decent, firm, stable, not given to wine; no striker, but gentle; not a

ONI gf SNE y20 020S(2dzaT ay2d | y2@AO0OSInatiosandiheo SAy 3 Lldz
ayrNB 2F G(KS RSOAtY F2NJ S@OSNEB 2yS GKIFG SEFtGSGK KAYA
K2 KlFa 0SSy (KS aKdzaolyR 2F 2yS gATSz¢ K2 ftaz2 KIa
K2dzaSoé¢ Ly d&nnationbe piadSwhenth&is to @&eive ordination, and to be placed in his

bishopric, whether he be grave, faithful, decent; whether he hath a grave and faitfifieil or has forme-

ly had such a one; whether he hath educated his children piously, and Badl® dz3 K (G KSY dzLd Ay
GdzNB YR FRY2yAlGA2y 2F (GKS [2NRTé 6KSGUKSNI KAa R2YSa
to him: for if those who are immediately about him for worldly concerns are seditious and disobedient,

how will others not ofK A & FIF YAf &Y gKSy (GKS& INBE dzy RSNJ KAa Yl yl 3
(Apostolic Constittions, Book 1, Section 1)

l.j
U

4

Deacons were to be the rigiiand men of the bishop:

G.dzi GKS gSAIKGe YIFIGGESNR S0 (KS 0 AeakandleyedatiIST 6 dzi
mouth, and heart, and soul, that thaédlhop may not be distracted with many cares, but with such only as

NS Y2NBE O2yaARSNIofS:E Fa WSOHKNRB RAR Aposthli2Coysti TFT2NJ aza
tutions, Book 1, Section 6)

[ A

Both men and women could be deacang A 1 K RS OiZAggaady GRS 1Ay 3
' yR OF NNE

20K RSIO2ya | yR SREI®2 yiSkaS SAay TOAYNUWEAS
serve:

< O

w =
Qo Z
[y

[ SG GKS RSI O2ya 0 &sthe gishdphifnselfiikta e Daly naage adtide;(ininénitesr a
cording to the largeness of the Church, that they nmaipister to the infirm as workmen that are not
ashamed. Andet the deaconess be diligent in tang care of the womenbut both of them reag to carry
messages, to travel about, to minister, and to seXe& Apastolic ConstitutionsBook 3, Section 2 e
phasis added)

Ascendancy of Rome

LG A& KIENR (2 LAYyLRAYyG SEFIOGftée K2¢ YR K- 6KS . A
a K 2 LJEhé Mew Testament is clear that Paul preached in Rome (and probably founded the church
there). The New B | YSy i K2gS@SNJ R2SayQi atre lyedKAy3d |o2c
early church tradition identifies that he did so. Early Church Fatkeraéus (c. 180 A.D.) records that

Peter and Paul founded the Church in Rome in his Baglinst Heresies

"Matthew also issued a written Gospel among the Hebrews in their own dialect, Wbiker and Paul
were preaching at Rome, and laying the foundation§the Church" (Against Heresiedrenaeus, Book
3, Chater 1, emphasis added)

w2YSQa AYLRNIIFIYOS a4 GKS ONRAaNRFIRA 2F UGUKS- w2YlLy
shop of Rome in Christian circles, eS| £ £ & | F3G SNJ ( K 6f the Nosllds yJerdisalemK 2 YS 6
was destroyed by the Romans in 70 A.D. Some people suggest that the fact that th&dateury B-

shop of Rome Clement responded to a request for advice from the church in Corinth is an eaaly indic

tion of Foman supremacy:
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GhoAy3as RSIENI oNBGUKNBYy:s (G2 G(KS &dzZRRSYy FyR ardzO0Saairgs
selves, we feel that we have been somewhat tardy in turning our attention to the points respecting which
& 2dz O2y & deirsh Epistle dz&¥rdent do ther®ohians Clement of Rome, late'4century)

However, Clement of Roman was hardly unique as a bishop or presbyter in the ancient world In his wi
lingness to give other Christian congregations advicgdrf@n and Origen come to mind).

The firstBisho@ ¥ w2YS (KFd Ay@21SR (KS aNBad| ¢ YR a]1Seasé
supremacy wasishop (2546 A.D.) $phen of Rome. The argument ran thatPgter

was the first Bishop of Rome and ZiPSNJ g1 a4 (GKS GNRO1¢ dzZLll2Yy G6KAOK WSa&
his Church,and Jedu a4 A 3Jy SR KAY GKS a1Sea (2s-GKS (1Ay3IR2YE
sion from the first Bishop of RomeePS N | A& dzYSR (GKS aNRO1€é¢ FyR alSeéa:
passages in question arelbw:

“VAnd | tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will buildchnyrch, and the gates of
Hades will not overcome it will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed
AY K S (NWSMatis:1819)

Of course, thes@assages can also be interpreted tolicate that thefaith2 ¥ t SGSNJ A &4 GKS 4
GKAOK L gAff odAfRAZel OEdANDREXY PE F RIKKI TIAY

It also appears that the aforementioned Bishop Stephen had the final word on the Nogatissm, nb

ing thatbaptism belongs to Christ, not the church, and the standing of the baptizer is not a relsvant i

sue. This could indicate that the Bishop of Rome had some adjudication responsibility for disputes, a
though Novatian had tried todcome. A aK2LJ 2F w2YS AYy Hpwm ! ®50 ¢ Kdza 3
have been partially local ireture.
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