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LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ .ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦ  !ƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
churches have quality, Biblically-based adult-focused programs.  Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to 
downplay adult education, focǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ όƴƻǘ ŀ ōŀŘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƛtself), or focusing on the needs of 
ǘƘŜ άǳƴŎƘǳǊŎƘŜŘέΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙƛǎǘory and theology are often purposely ignored. 
 
Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the Bible and the basic tenets and history of the 
Faith.  Among the reasons: 
 

¶ Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the church ς adult Sunday School classes/Bible 
studies may be their first serious introduction to what Christianity is all about 

¶ Christianity (and especially Evangelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular 
culture (movies, music, etc.).   We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith against at-
ǘŀŎƪ όƻǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ άǊŜŀŘȅ ŘeŦŜƴǎŜέ ŀǎ teter says in 1 Peter 3:15) 

¶ Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history 
of their Faith 

 
To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and those just starting out in the 
ά{ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘέύΣ LΩǾŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church.  The topics represented in these courses are 
intended to ōƻǘƘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŀƛǘƘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŀǇƻƭo-
getics. 
 
While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High School and Col-
lege projects, especially the courses focused primarily on historical aspects.   
 
One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I come from a Reformed 
Church background), but I hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughout the various courses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover (Clockwise): 1. Christ Church, Philadelphia (Episcopal) 2. Mars Hill Presbyterian Church, Acworth, Georgia (1837) 3. 1741 German Protes-
tant worship hall, Ephrata, PA  4. Wesley Memorial, Fort Pulaski, Georgia  (Photos 1,3,4 by Robert C. Jones.  Photo #2, courtesy Mars Hill Pres-

byterian Church) 
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Introduction 
As John Hagee has pointed out in the past, the age of the great Protestant denominations, which started 
in 1517 when Martin Luther tacked his 95 Theses on the door of Wittenburg Castle in Germany, is slowly 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴŘΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ ǘǿƻ άǎƛŘŜǎέ ƛƴ tǊƻǘŜǎǘŀƴǘism ς those that believe 
that Jesus is the Son of God, and those ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ.  However, at my various Bible studies, Sunday School 
ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΣ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎΣ άǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōetween 
ǘƘŜ ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΚέ  CƻǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ όƛŦ ŦƻǊ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊύΣ this course will attempt to address that 
question. 
 
Some caveats about this course: 

¶ .ȅ άŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέΣ LΩƳ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘ tǊƻǘŜsǘŀƴǘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ όάtǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴέύΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 
ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ōƻŘȅ όάtǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀέύ, unless otherwise noted 

¶ I generally only included denominations that have at least a million members in the United States.  
The only exception is the Anabaptƛǎǘǎ ό!ƳƛǎƘΣ aŜƴƴƻƴƛǘŜǎύΣ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǊƪΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ 
are included because of their historical importance. 

¶ I only included denominations that accept the basic Creeds of the Christian church (Apostles Creed, 
Nicene Creed, etc.) 

¶ In the Appendix, L ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦ  LΩƳ 
ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀ άtǊƻtŜǎǘŀƴǘ ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέ. 

¶ While I discuss the origins and early European histories of the various denominations, once the de-
nominations were established in the United States, the focus becomes U.S.-centric in the timelines 

¶ In my various lineage charts, the same movement can appear on multiple charts.  The Baptists, for 
example, appear on both the Anglican chart (the Baptists came out of the Separatist movement) and 
the Anabaptist chart (the latter being for theological similarities/influence). 
 

Areas of disagreement among the Protestant Reformers 
Almost all of the Protestant reformers agreed on the basic evangelical (a word coined by Luther) tenets 
of Luther and Calvin, which included: 
 

¶ All mankind are unregenerate sinners - there is nothing that man can do on his own to achieve sal-
vation 

¶ Sin is a massive gulf between God and humans - God sent his Son, Jesus, to redeem the sins of man-
kind 

¶ Through faith in Jesus, humans can become reconciled (justified) with God 

¶ Salvation for humans beings is through the Grace (unmerited favor) of God only - No one is worthy 
of salvation 

¶ Mankind is not saved through works - works are a result of justification, not a cause 

¶ Also ς original sin, priesthood of believers, Bible as the sole word of God 
 
All of the major denominations accepted the basic Creeds of Christianity, including the Apostles and Ni-
cene. 
 
Even with this strong basis for agreement, there were still many areas of disagreement that caused the 
proliferation of denominations that are still with us today.  Among those areas of disagreement: 
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Practice Choosing sides 

.ŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ ōaptism vs. infant baptism  Baptist, Anabaptist vs. Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Anglican, Lutheran, UCC 

Immersion vs. sprinkling Baptist, Anabaptist, some Pentecos-
tals vs. Presbyterian, Methodist, An-
glican, Lutheran, UCC 

Relationship between church and 
state 

Anabaptists believed in strict separa-
tion 

The meaning of the Eucharist (Com-
munion) 

Transubstantiation - Roman Catholic 
Church 
Consubstantiation - Martin Luther 
Symbolic - Ulrich Zwingli 
Spiritual - Caspar Schwenckfeld 

Free will vs. predestination Methodist vs. Presbyterian 

Eschatological beliefs Baptists, Pentecostals tend to be 
premillenialists 

Pacifism Anabaptists believed in strict pacif-
ism, as did early Pentecostals 

Role of the Holy Spirit Baptists, Pentecostals, Methodists 
ǾǎΦ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴǎ όάCǊƻȊŜƴ /ƘƻǎŜƴέύΣ 
Anglicans, Lutherans 

Quiz 
1. T/F   John Wesley later looked back at his time in Georgia as among the best years of his life 
2. T/F  One way that Methodists differ from Presbyterians is that Presbyterians believe in Free Will 

(Arminiasm) 
3. T/F  The Puritans were a break-away group from the Lutherans 
4. T/F The Reformed Church was founded by John and Charles Wesley 
5. ¢κC  ά!ƴŀōŀǇǘƛǎǘέ ƳŜŀƴǎ άŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘǎέ 
6. T/F  Pentecostalism has the 19th century Holiness movement as one of its antecedents 
7. T/F  George Washington was a Congregationalist 
8. T/F  The Puritans were so-ƴŀƳŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ άǇǳǊiŦȅέ ǘƘŜ wŜŦƻǊƳŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
9. T/F  Baptists are the largest Protestant denomination in the United States 
10. T/F  tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ-focusedέ ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
11. ¢κC  9ǾŜƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀŘŀƳŀƴǘƭȅ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ ōȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƭƻƴŜ 

12. T/F  Baptists and Anabaptists believe that in order to be baptized, you must be a believer 
13. T/F  Methodists had a strong impact on the religious revivals and camp meetings popular in the 

19th century 
14. John Calvin, and the Presbyterians that followed him, had a strong belief in the necessity of hav-

ing bishops in the church 
15. The first Catholic churches in America were established by English settlers in what is now the 

Northeastern part of the United States 
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Anabaptists 

 
Formed: 1525 

Theology and practice: Evangelical, pacifist, strict separation of 
church and state, marriage only among the 
άǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƪƛƴŘǊŜŘέΣ ǎƘǳn-
ning/excommunication allowed in some cir-
cumstances, refusal to take oaths, foot wash-
ing, eschatological 

Baptism: .ŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ 

Sacraments: Baptism and Communion 

Form of government: Decentralized (local bishops) 

Worship: Non-liturgical 

Famous members: Dwight Eisenhower (Mennonite roots), Mil-
ton Hershey, JM Smucker 

 
The first Anabaptists were students of Ulrich Zwingli that became impatient with the slow pace of the 
Protestant Reformation.  While much of the basic theology between Zwingli and the Anabaptists was 
similar, they disagreed on several key points, such as adult vs. infant baptism, separation of church and 
state, and whether Christians should serve in the military (the Anabaptists were nonviolent pacifists - 
Ulrich Zwingli died fighting the Catholics in the Second Battle of Kappel!) 
 
Because of their break with Zwingli, and because their views were anathema to both Roman Catholics 
and other Protestant groups, the Anabaptists were the most persecuted group in the whole Reforma-
tion.  
 
The first Mennonites came to the United States in 1683, and settled in Germantown, Pennsylvania.  Be-
ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ όƻǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ tŜƴƴΩǎύ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘ ōe-
came a target of Anabaptist migrations in the 17th and 18th century.  Originally refeǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άtŜƴƴǎȅl-
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Ǿŀƴƛŀ 5ŜǳǘǎŎƘέΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ άtŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ 5ǳǘŎƘέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ άƻǳtǎƛŘŜǊǎέ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ 
them today. 

Key events 

Date Event 

c. 1525 Schism between Ulrich Zwingli and some of his stu-
dents.   

January 21, 
1525 

Dissidents illegally rebaptize each other 

1526 Zwingli authorizes execution of Anabaptists 

1527 Schleitheim Confession of Faith 

1534 Munster seized by Anabaptist revolutionaries 

1536 Menno Simons joins Anabaptist movement 

1632 Dordrecht Confession of Faith 

1683 Mennonites settle in Germantown, Pennsylvania 

1693 Schism over the doctrine of shunning results in for-
mation of Amish 

1748 Martyrs Mirror (1660) translated into German by 
Pennsylvania Mennonites 

1750 A Mennonite schoolteacher, Christopher Dock, writes 
Schul-Ordnung (School Management) in Skippack, 
Pennsylvania 

1860 General Conference Mennonite Church formed 

1941 - 1945 40% of conscientious objectors in World War II were 
Amish or Mennonite 

1965 Amish exempted from Social Security system  

1972 Supreme Court Ruling in favor of Amish education 
practices - "There can be no assumption that today's 
majority is 'right' and the Amish and others are 
'wrong'" 

1979 Amish receive polio vaccinations 

1987 PennDOT proposal to build a highway through the 
middle of Amish Country draws 1000 Amish to a pub-
lic meeting 

1988 Measles vaccinations 

2000 319,768 Mennonites in North America
1
 

2002 Mennonite Church U.S.A. formed 

2003 1,203,995 members worldwide
2
 

Key beliefs 

The emergence of the Anabaptist movement rose out of their belief that there is no Biblical basis for 
infant baptism.  Their mentor Ulrich Zwingli disagreed from both a theological point of view, and a secu-
lar one - infant baptism was used by the secular government for tax registration, and it was from the city 
government of Zurich that Zwingli had his authority. 
 
In 1525, several of Zwingli's students (Conrad Grebel, Feliz Manz, Georg Blaurock) illegally rebaptized 
each other.  The term "anabaptist" grew out of this event: 

                                                           
1
 http://www.mcusa-archives.org/Resources/membership.html 

2
 http://www.mcusa-archives.org/Resources/membership.html 
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"The name Anabaptists which is now applied to them, has but lately come into use, deriving its matter 
from the matter of holy baptism, concerning which their views differ from those of all, so-called, Chris-
tendom." (Thielman J. van Braght, Martyrs Mirror, 1660 , p. 16) 

 
The Anabaptist view on infant baptism is summarized in the following passage: 

 
"Of Holy Baptism, and why we have preferred it to all other articles, in our history:   "...Because it is, 
beyond contradiction, the only article on account of which others call us Anabaptists.  For, since all other 
so-called Christians have, yet without true foundation, this in common that they baptize infants; while 
with us the baptism only which is accompanied by faith and a penitent life, according to the word of God, 
is administered to adults..."  (Thielman J. van Braght, Martyrs Mirror, 1660 , p. 16) 

 
The Anabaptists were also known (as the Amish are still known today) for their doctrine of "nonconfor-
mity", or the feeling that true Christians must separate themselves from the unclean world.  The Ana-
baptists site several scriptural references for this viewpoint: 

 

Third Confession of Dort (Dordrecht) (1632) - excerpts 
 

Of God and the Creation of All Things: "...we find it testified that without faith it is impossible to please 
God..." 
 
Of the Fall of Man: "...Adam and Eve...became disobedient to their Creator; through which disobedience 
sin has come to the world, and death by sin, which has thus passed upon all men, for that all have sinned, 
and, hence, brought upon themselves the wrath of God, and condemnation..." 
 
Of the Coming of Christ into this World, and the Purpose for Which He Came: "...the Son of God died, and 
tasted death and shed His precious blood for all men; and that he thereby bruised the serpent's head, de-
stroyed the works of the devil, annulled the handwriting and obtained forgiveness for all mankind; thus 
becoming the cause of eternal salvation for all those who, from Adam unto the end of the world, each in 
his own time, believe in, and obey Him." 
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The Law of Christ, i.e. The Holy Gospel or The New Testament: "...before his ascension He instituted His 
New Testament...and left it to His disciples...that neither angel nor man may alter it, nor add to it nor take 
away from it." 
 
Of Repentance and Reformation of Life: "...since the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth, 
and, therefore, prone to all unrighteousness, sin, and wickedness, the first lesson of the precious New 
Testament of the Son of God is repentance and reformation of life..." 
 
Of the Church of Christ: "We believe in, and confess a visible church of God, namely, those who, has been 
said before, truly repent and believe, and are rightly baptized..." 
 
Of the Washing of the Saint's Feet: "...We also confess a washing of the saint's feet...as a sign of true hu-
mility." 
 
Of Revenge: "...we must not inflict pain, harm or sorrow upon anyone, but seek the highest welfare and 
salvation of all men...and when we are smitten, rather turn the other cheek also, than take revenge or re-
taliate." 
Of the Swearing of Oaths: "...we understand that all oaths, high and low, are forbidden..." 
 
Of the Ecclesiastical Ban, or Separation from the Church: "We confess, a ban, Separation, and Christian 
correction in the church, for amendment, and not for destruction..." 
 
Of Shunning the Separated: "...we believe and confess, that if anyone, either through his wicked life or 
perverted doctrine, has so far fallen that he is separated from God...the same must, according to the doc-
trine of Christ and His apostles, be shunned without distinction, by all the fellow members of the 
church..." 
 
Of the Resurrection of the Dead, and the Last Judgment: "[We believe that] in the last day all men who 
shall have died, and fallen asleep, shall be wakened and quickened, and shall rise again through the in-
comprehensible power of God..."  

(From "Martyrs Mirror", 1660) 

Legacy 

Compared to the Lutheran and Reformed Church successors, the Anabaptist are a comparably small 
group today, with the Amish, Mennonites, and Hutterites comprising about 1,000,000 members world-
wide (2003).  However, while there is no unbroken line of succession between the Anabaptists and the 
modern day Baptists (over 32,000,000 strong in the U.S.A.), there is certainly great doctrinal similarity.  
The Anabaptists may be considered the spiritual predecessors of the American Baptist movement.  
 

 
Amish farmer in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania (Photo by Robert Jones) 
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Anglican Church 

 
 

Formed: 1534 (Act of Supremacy) 

Theology and practice: Evangelical, άƎǊŜŀǘ ƭƛōŜǊǘȅ ƛƴ ƴƻƴŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭǎέ, 
Book of Common Prayer, three pillars of 
Faith, Reason and TraditionΣ άǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ƻŦ 
scripǘǳǊŜέΣ ά/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎƛǎƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ΨŎΩέ 

Baptism: Adult and Children 

Communion: Communion as a spiritual mystery 

Sacraments: Baptism and Communion 

Form of government: Church of England is hierarchical - Archbishop 
of Canterbury, King or Queen Hierarchical; 
Episcopal Church is more decentralized, with 
congregations appointing their own priests 

Worship: Liturgical (very similar to Roman Catholic) 

Famous members: George Washington 

 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, James 
Monroe, William Henry Harrison, John Tyler, 
Zachary Taylor, Franklin Pierce, Chester A. 
Arthur, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Gerald 
Ford, George H. W. Bush, Leonidas Polk, 
Desmond TuTu 

 
It can be said with some justification that the Reformation in England was based less on theological 
grounds, than on personal/political grounds (Henry VIII wanted a divorce).  However, the English Refor-
mation has had a profound and lasting effect on English speaking peoples everywhere, because of a) the 
establishment of the Church of England and b) William Tyndale's translation of the Bible, which served 
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as the basis (90%) of the King James version of the Bible still in wide use today.  Methodists, Baptsist and 
Congregationalists can all trace their origins to the Anglican Church.  (engraving from Art Explosion 
600,000, Nova Dev., 1999) 

 

Key Events 

 
Date Events 

 1408 The Church bans translation of the Bible into English (in 
response to Wycliffe and the Lollards) 

c. 1493 Tyndale born in the west of England 

1514/15 Tyndale receives M.A. at Oxford, ordained as priest 

 1520 Henry VIII publishes "Defense of the Seven Sacraments", 
refuting Luther - Named "Defender of the Faith" by the 
pope 

 1521 Tyndale acts as a tutor at a manor near Bath, and meets a 
woefully unlearned local clergy.  Vows "If God spare my 
life, ere many years pass, I will cause a boy that driveth the 
plow shall know more of the Scriptures than thou dost."  
(Christian History, Issue 16, p. 7)  

 1524 Tyndale seeks permission of Bishop of London, Cuthbert 
Tunstall, to translate the Bible into English; refused 

 1524 Tyndale sails to Hamburg, Germany 

 1525 Tyndale completes translation of New Testament into Eng-
lish, from original Greek manuscripts.  The print run in Co-
logne is interrupted by Catholic sympathizers. 

 1526 6,000 copies of Tyndale's English New Testament printed 
in Worms - many copies distributed in England 

1527/29  Henry VIII seeks annulment from pope of his marriage; 
refused 

1529/33 Battle of the pen between Tyndale and Sir Thomas More, 
Chancellor of England (More eventually wrote 9 books 
against the "Tyndale heresy"!) 

 1530 Tyndale's English translation of the first 5 books of the Old 
Testament printed in Antwerp 

 1534 Henry VIII leads passage of Act of Supremacy - Church of 
England is formed with King as head 

 1535 Tyndale betrayed by English spy Henry Phillips - impri-
soned near Brussels 

 1535 Sir Thomas More ("A Man for All Seasons") beheaded for 
not publicly approving of marriage of Henry VIII to second 
wife (Ann Boleyn) 
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Date Events 

 1535 First complete printed English translation of Bible pub-
lished in England by Miles Coverdale - based largely on 
Tyndale's work 

October 6, 1536 Tyndale burned at stake, in Brussels - Final words were, 
"Lord, open the king of England's eyes." 

1536/40  Henry VIII and Thomas Cromwell systematically dissolve 
and destroy the monasteries in England 

1549 Thomas Cranmer writes the first Book of Common Prayer 

1553-1558 Queen Mary I restores Catholicism; 300 Protestant dissen-
ters executed 

1558 ς 1603 Queen Elizabeth I restores the Church of England as the 
official religion of England; assumes title of Supreme Gov-
ernor of the Church of England 

 
1563 Convocation of the Church establishes the Thirty-Nine Ar-

ticles as the doctrinal basis for the Anglican Church 

1579 Sir Francis Drake's crew conducts first Anglican service in 
the New World  

1607 - 1611 King James I appoints 54 men to make a new Bible transla-
tion, eventually called the King James Version 

1607 First congregation at Jamestown  

1689 YƛƴƎΩǎ /ƘŀǇŜƭ ƛƴ .ƻǎǘƻƴ ƻǇŜƴǎ 

1693 William and Mary College established 

1698 Churches established in Rhode Island and New York City 

1775 - 1783 Disarray in the American version of the Church of England, 
as the Revolutionary War exposes divided loyalties 

1782 The Case of the Episcopal Churches in the United States 
Considered published by William White ς a call for unity 

1783 Conference of churches in Maryland adopts the name 
Protestant Episcopal Church 

1784 American Samuel Seabury ordained bishop in Scotland 
after cooling his heels for a year in England 

1787 Archbishop of Canterbury ordains two new bishops from 
the United States 

1789 First meeting of the House of Bishops ς church constitu-
tion adopted in Philadelphia.  Formal separation from the 
Church of England 

1861 ς 1864 Protestant Episcopal Church stays intact during the Civil 
War 

1864 Bishop Leonidas Polk, Lt. General, C.S.A. killed at Battle of 
Pine Mountain, June 14, 1864 

 
1881 English Revised Version of the New Testament published;  

3,000,000 sold in first year 

1888 Chicago Lambeth Quadrilateral on Church Unity 
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Date Events 

1970 Ordination of women as deacons approved 

1976 Ordination of women as priests approved 

1976 - 1979 Book of Common Prayer revised using contemporary lan-
guage 

1988 Barbara C. Harris elected first female bishop 

1994 Episcopal Church - 2,471,880 members
3
 

2006 House of Bishops endorses a resolution apologizing for its 
complicity in the institution of slavery 

William Tyndale - key beliefs 

While politically, Henry VIII was the founder of the Anglican Church, William Tyn-
dale was its greatest early theologian.  Tyndale was greatly influenced by John 
Wycliffe, Erasmus, and Martin Luther.  He had a strong view that the Bible should 
be both available and readable by the common man.  He felt that true authority 
for faith is found only in the Bible. 
 
One area where he disagreed with Martin Luther was on the subject of divorce.  
Tyndale felt that divorce is against God's will.  It was this strong stand which even-
tually led to his death, as he rejected Henry VIII's entreaties to have Tyndale pub-
licly back his divorce. 
 
Tyndale's view on communion was Zwinglian - he stressed that communion was in commemoration of 
Christ's death. 

Legacy of the English Reformation 

Tyndale's translation of the Bible would form the basis of almost all other English translations for the 
next 400 years.  His translation brought new words to the English language (longsuffering, peacemaker, 
scapegoat, beautiful), and used words and phrases that tended to undermine the traditional authority of 
the Roman Catholic Church, such as "congregation" instead of "church", "elders" instead of "priests", 
and "repentance" instead of "penance".  90% of Tyndale's words ap-
peared in the King James Version of Bible, and 75% of Tyndale's words 
appeared in the Revised Standard Version of Bible  (Christian History, 

Issue 16, p. 9)  
 
The English Reformation produced the Church of England, headed by 
the sovereign, and the Episcopal Church in the United States, which 
has approximately 2,500,000 members. (Photo at right ς Christ 
Church in Philadelphia, worship home of George Washington and Ben 
Franklin) 

                                                           
3
 Handbook of Denominations in the United States, by Frank S. Mead and Samuel S. Hill (Abingdon, 1995) 
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Baptists 

 
Formed: 1609 

Theology and practice: Evangelical, evangelistic, typically Calvinist, 
eschatological (usually premillenialist) 

Baptism: .ŜƭƛǾŜǊΩǎ, immersion 

Sacraments: Baptism and Communion 

Form of government: Decentralized 

Worship: Non-Liturgical 

Famous members: Warren G. Harding, Harry S. Truman, Jimmy 
Carter, William Jefferson Clinton, Hillary Clin-
ton 

 

ά¢ƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘitution of the Church is of a new creature baptized into the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost: The false constitution is of infants baptized: we profess therefore that all those Churches that 
baptize infants are of the same false constitution: and all those Churches that baptize the new creature, 
those that are made Disciples by teaching, men confessing their faith and their sins, are of one true con-
ǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΦΦΦέ ς WƻƘƴ {ƳȅǘƘΣ ά¢ƘŜ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŜŀǎǘέΣ мслф όThe Baptists: A People Who Gathered "To 
Walk in All His Ways.": Christian History, Issue 6, (Carol Stream, IL: Christianity Today, Inc.) 1997) 

 
The Baptist movement grew out of the Puritan/Separatist movements in England in the 17th century.  
The Puritans, generally Calvinists, wanted the Church of England to be more democratic in its govern-
mental structure, and less Catholic in its trappings, liturgy, and rituals.  (The Puritans were members of 
ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΣ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ άǇǳǊƛŦȅέ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴΦύ  ¢ƘŜ {ŜǇŀǊŀǘƛǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ Ǌŀd-
ical, desiring a complete break from the Church of England.  Out of the Separatist movement came both 
the Pilgrims and the Baptists. 
 
¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŎƛǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άŦƛǊǎǘέ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ ƛǎ John Smyth (1570ς1612), a former Anglican priest that be-
came, in succession, a Puritan, a Separatist, and finally, a Baptist.  In 1608, John Smyth (with the help of 
Thomas Helwys (?ς1616)) took a group of Separatist followers to Amsterdam.  During this period, Men-
nonites, descendents of the 16th century Anabaptists influenced Smyth and his followers. 
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Lƴ мслфΣ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŎŜƴŜ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ǊŜƳƛƴƛǎŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƴŀōŀǇǘƛǎǘ άǊŜ-ōŀǇǘƛȊƛƴƎέ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ƛƴ ½ǳǊƛŎƘ фл ȅŜŀǊǎ 
before, Smyth re-baptized himself and 40 followers, reasoning that their baptism as infants were invalid.  
What was soon to become the Baptist Church had begun. 
 
Lƴ мсппΣ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ /ŀƭǾƛƴƛǎǘ tŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ά[ƻƴŘƻƴ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴέΣ ŀŦŦƛǊƳƛƴƎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ 
baptism as a key tenet:   
 
άBaptism is an ordinance of the New Testament, given by Christ, to be dispersed only upon persons pro-
fessing faith. The way and manner of dispensing this Ordinance the Scripture holds to be dipping or 
plunging the whole body under waterΦέ - "The London Confession (1644)" (The Baptists: A People Who 
DŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ Ϧ¢ƻ ²ŀƭƪ ƛƴ !ƭƭ Iƛǎ ²ŀȅǎΦέ Christian History, Issue 6) 
 

There are approximately 32 million Baptists in the United States today 

Key Events 

 
Date Events 

1608 John Smyth takes a group of Separatist followers to Ams-
terdam, and is greatly influenced by Mennonites he finds 
there 

1609 Smyth re-baptizes himself and 40 followers 

1612 Death of John Smyth 

1638 Calvinist Particular Baptist Church founded in England 

1639 Separatist minister Roger Williams establishes a Baptist 
church in Providence, Rhode Island 

1641 John Clarke establishes a Baptist church in Newport, RI 

1644 /ŀƭǾƛƴƛǎǘ tŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ά[ƻƴŘƻƴ /ƻƴŦŜs-
ǎƛƻƴέΣ ŀŦŦƛǊƳƛƴƎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ŀǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ǘŜƴŜǘ 

1689 Philadelphia Confession written by Baptist Churches in 
London 

18
th

 century ¶ George Whitfield preaches doctrine of free will in the 
Americas 

¶ {Ǉƭƛǘ ŀƳƻƴƎ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ άhƭŘ [ƛƎƘǘǎέ όǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘǎύ 
ŀƴŘ άbŜǿ [ƛƎƘǘǎέ όƳƻǊŜ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Holy Spirit and emotionalism) 

¶ Black Baptist churches begin to be formed in the 
South 

1793 73,471 Baptists in the U.S., 25% of them Black
4
 

1814 General Missionary Convention of the Baptist Denomina-
tion in the United States of America for Foreign Missions 

1832 New Hampshire State Baptist Convention writes a confes-
sion 

1836 Providence Baptist Association of Ohio ς first organized 
Black group 

1845 Southern Baptist Convention formed 

1895 National Baptist Convention of Americas formed, consoli-
dating various Black Baptist groups 

                                                           
4
 Handbook of Denominations in the United States, by Frank S. Mead and Samuel S. Hill (Abingdon, 1995) 
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Date Events 

1905 Baptist World Alliance formed 

1961 Progressive National Baptist Convention of Americas 
formed 

1994 32 million Baptists in 27 denominations in the U.S.
5
 

2000 Southern Baptist Convention upholds its long-standing 
prohibition on female pastors 

2005 Lynn Swanson Fowler ordained as a Music Minister at First 
Baptist Church in Marietta, GA 
 

 

Lutherans 

 
Formed: 1517 (Luther and the 95 Theses) or 1530 

(Augsburg Confession) 

Theology and practice: Evangelical (Luther wrote the book); Sola 
scriptura, Sola Gratia, Sola Fide, priesthood of 
believers 

Baptism: Adult and Children 

Communion: Body and blood of Christ are present "in, 
with, and under the forms" of bread and wine 
during communion 

Sacraments: Baptism and Communion 

Form of government: Centralized (local congregations vote for pas-
tors) 

                                                           
5
 Ibid 


















































