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LQ@S | énamlstioig béli&er in adult Sunday School classes and Bible studies in our churches. And many
churches have quality, Bicallybased adulfocused programs. Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to
R2gy LI & | RdzZ § SRdzOl (eduayian (ndt A QadzthifgyiEiel)2 of foodding dnREBegds af
GKS adzy OKdzZNOKSREé = ¢ K S dtgpanditietldgyOsdie ofiedzidifposehsigndded.dzNO K K A &

Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the Bible and the basis wmthistory of the
Faith. Among the @sons:

1 Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the chgdult Sunday School classes/Bible
studies may be their first serious introduction to what Christianity is all about

1 Christianity (and g=ecially Evangelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular
culture (movies, music, etc.). We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith against
FGGar Ol 02N (2eFISVEBXRS &l t SNEEBR&E R a Ay M t SGSNI

1 Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history
of their Faith

To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and those just starting out in the

G{ OKZ2f KBRAG£0Z LQOS ogNARGGSY || aSNASa 2F O2dzNmSa GKIG
Jawish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church. The topics represented in these courses are
intended to both further the pat A OA LI y 1 Q& ¢l f1 Ay GKS CIFHAGKXEZ |a ¢St
apologetics.

While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High School and
College projects, especially the courses focustmarily on historical aspects.

One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I come freforraeR!
Church background), but | hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughout the various courses.

Front CoverThe Shrine of the Book in Jerusalem, modern home of the Dead Sea Scrolls (photo by Barbara Brim)
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Introduction

Manual of Disciplinea ! YR GKA& A& GKS 2NRSNJ F2NJ 6KS YSy |[2F GKS O
to turn from all evil and to lay hold of all that he commanded according to his will, to be separated from
the congregation of the men of error, to become a community in law and in wealth, answering when
asked by the sons of Zadok, the priests who keep @S y | y i dddE daAf t F NI . deNNR g & (G N

The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls (parts of 800 manuscripts found |
caves) near Qumran on the Dead Sea is the archaeological find @oth
century (photo to right: Library of Congres€DIGmatpc-13012. Fifty years
after the initial discovery, all of the scrolls have been published, but
controversies around the scrolls have not abated. Among the questions
blazing:

f  Was the site (Qumran), located below the scroll caves, connectéudthat ="
scrolls? S

1 Was Qumran an Essene monastery or a Jewish fortress? A fortified
or avilla rusticafor wealthy vacationers?

91 Are the scrolls the private library of an offbeat Jewish sect (perhaps the Essenes), or are they the
library of the Temple oferusalem, taken to the caves of the Dead Sea for safekeeping during the
destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.?

1 Do the scrolls undermine Christianity, or simply add greater context to our understanding of the
Jewish roots of Christianity?

f Isthefabulous® a4 dzZNS RSAONAGOGSR Ay (GKS / 2LIISNI { ONRtf NXBI
desert, waiting to be found?

In addition to the theological and archaeological arguments above, other controversies regarding the
scrolls have arisen, including:

1 The modern story of the scrolls has played out against a background of two wars (the 1948 and 1967
Arablsraeli wars). An armed Israeli force captured the Palestine Archaeological Museum (which
housed the Cave 4 scrolls) during the 1967 Six Day War.

9 Prior o the (unauthorized) publication of the scrolls in 1991 (see below), more than 50% of the Cave
4 scrolls had not yet been made available to the public or to scholars. This had led some to question
whether the scrolls were being kept from publication besathey contained controversial material.

(In 1991, both Biblical Archaeology Review and the Huntington Library published the scrolls in their
entirety, against a background of threatened lawsuits from the official scroll publication team.)

1 The Chief SchoEditor John Strugnell resigned in 198@r making seeming anBemitic comments
in an interview with an Israeli journalist

The controversies swirl on, but in the meantime, we have the scrolls themselves to ponder and to study.

This booklet will preent a brief survey of current scroll scholarship, and discuss what the scrolls can tell
us about the Jewish roots of Christianity in the irt@stamental period.



Discovery of the Scrolls

Even though the scrolls were initially found just over 50 years(agdl within the living memory of

many people), the story of how they were found, and how they came to be in the hands of scholars is
hardly clearcut. The lack of clarity is understandable, though, when one considers that most of the

scrolls were discéNBR o0& . SR2dzZAya AyI K2g¢g akKz2dzZ R ¢S Lzl
expeditions.

or March of 1947 when a Bedouin named Muhammad Ahmadaehned (on right in |
thS LIK2G20 &addzyof SR dzLl2y 4KI Aa Y290

lost sheep. In the cave were 7 (or 8, in some versions) almost intact scrolls fou
earthenware jars.

Continuing with the most common version, in April 1947, the Bedouin(s)ght the §
scrolls to Bethlehem, and offered them for sale to two antiquities dealers. Eventually three scrolls were
purchased by Faidi Salahi (it is said, for $14) and four by the mysterious Khalil Iskander Shahin (a.k.a.
Kando). From this point, thesty becomes a bit clearer.

Viewof some of the veabove Qumran (Photo by Barbara Brim)

Between April of 1947 and early 1948, the two antiquities dealers sold their respective scrolls to
scholars. Kando sold his four scrolls to the Syrian Orthodmhb&shop of Jerusalem, Mar Athanasius
Yeshue Samuel (at the Syrian Orthodox Monastery of St. Mark). The scrolls (which reportedly sold for
about $100) included:

9 Isaiah (complete version)

1 Manuel of Discipline

1 Commentary on Habbakuk

1 Genesis Apocryphon

Sdahi sold his three scrolls to Hebrew University archaeology professor Eleazer Lupa Sukenik in
November of 1947. The three scrolls sold to Sukenik included:

1 Thanksgiving Psalms

1 War Scroll

M Isaiah

Mar Samuel took his four scrolls to the American Scho@rniéntal Research in Jerusalem (where, in
time, another famous player in the Scrolls saga would become invaj\Wddlar Burrows). After the
scrolls were photographed (starting Feb. 21, 1948), copies were sent to prominent Biblical archaeologist

6



William Foxwell Albright at Johns Hopkins University. The famous reply from Albright was quick to
come:

Gaé KSFENIAS&EG O2yaNYGdzZ FdAz2ya 2y (GKS 3aANBFISad YIydzao
date around 100 B.C.!..What an absolutely incrediibde!f And there can happily not be the slightest
R2dz0G Ay GKS g2NIR Fo062dzi GKS 3ASydzaiySySaa 2F GKS Yl ydz

While there would be various attacks on the antiquity of the scrolls (Solomon Zeitlin of Dropsie College
in Philadelphia argued that the Scrolls were medieval in origin, connected with the Jewish sect known as
the Karaites), in time, most scholars would agree that the scrolls dated from about 250 B.C. to the fall of
Jerusalem (70 A.D.)

Over the next seveftayears, more scrolls were found in more caves (11 caves iQ midst notably in

MppH $KSYy FNIIYSyida 2F 91 S1ASt> talftvyas WwWdzoAfSS
G2 GKS SyA3aYFrGgAaO a/ 2LILISNI { ONR f f anéscripts! wiere Zound By ™M p
.SR2dzAya Ay &/l @S né¢od LG sra GKS /@S n aONE
controversies of the latd980s/early1990s. While the Cave 4 scrolls were translated and cataloged as

far back as 1960, by 1985, gri0% had been published

a
H 2
f f

About the Scrolls Themselves

In all, parts of 800 manuscripts were discovered in 11 caves in the Qumran area. Fewer than twelve
scrolls were discovered more or less intacthe other scrolls were in over 25,000 fragments! Two
hundred of the scrolls were books of the Hebrew Bible, representing every book of the Old Testament
except possibly Esther. Among the more bountifully represented of the Old Testament texts (most were
not complete copies):

Psalms 39
Deuteronomy 36
Isaah 22
Exodus 17
Genesis 15
Leviticus 13
Numbers 8

LY FTRRAGAZ2Y (G2 GKS Ga2FFAOAIE ¢ o6221a 2F GKS hftR ¢
the Catholic or Protestant Bibles) were fougthe Book of Jubilees, for example. Also, 2@rmantary

copies of the Book of Enoch (I) written in Aramaic were found (prior to this discovery, the only extant
translation was Ethiopic).

What was intriguing (or perhaps frightening in some quarters) was the content of the other 600 scrolls
previously unknown Psalms, Old Testament commentaries (Isaiah, Hosea, Nahum, Habakkuk),
apocalyptic writings, and a set of scrolls that seemed to define the laws of an unknown Jewish sect.

Most of the scrolls were written on goatskin or sheepskin. A few were pgrpa; one was on copper.
a23ai0 6SNB SNRGGSY Ay 1SoNBs 06AGK Fozdai wp: Ay !N
T¢ @ SNB ¢ NIthélghguage yf thD ealdy Thristians.



Interestingly enough, the Z0century scroll discoverieswér y 2 GKS FANARG NBO2NRSR
the area. In the 8 century, Early Church Father Origen wrote of a finding of Biblical manuscripts in a jar

near Jericho! In 800 A.D., Timotheus, the Nestorian patriarch of Seleucia wrote in a lettexcbeaot

books found 10 years earlier in a cave near Jericho. Some scholars believe that both references could
have been to the Qumran scrolls.

So, where did the scrolls come from? Who wrote the scrolls? Why were they placed into caves near the
Dead Sea The answers to these questions are significant not just from a scholarly or archaeological
perspectiveg they are equally (potentially) important from a theological perspective. Here are some of
the theories (and the possible theological relevance):

1 The scrolls were the library of an obscure sect of Essenes, who lived in a monastery at Qumran (the
settlement below the caves). This was the initial view taken by many scholars in the 1940s and
1950s. Ifitis true (and it could still be the correct iptetation), then any diversion from accepted
Christian or Jewish beliefs found in the scrolls could be passed off as being those of an obscure
group of ascetics. John Romer (who believes in theory number 3 below), states:

G¢KS I ddaNI Ol As@8derarioSasterNdy 2 brRk blue Kok, filled with pious, scribbling

monks at work on mountains of religious texts, appealed to many historians and the public alike and

was quickly enshrined in several besiling books. This had the great advantagelistancing the

585FR {SI {ONRftaQ GSEG&a FTNRY G(G(KS 02y iSYLRZNI NE &O0K2
Ay GKS aONRffa O2dzZ R 0SS Llzi R2¢y G2 GKS 2RRA0G@ 27F @

1 Noting that many of the scrolls are often carelesslytten, Eleazer Lupa Sukeniewed that the
caves were used asgenizah. ¢Genizahin Hebrew refers to a storage area where holy books and
20KSNJ | SONBg oNARGAYy3Ia | NBE WKARRSY Fgle&Q | FGSNI i
would be an act of idrespect® &The Significance of the Scrpllsawrence Schiffman, Bible Review, Oct.
1990) |If this view of the scrolls is correetthat the Qumran caves are a sort of trash bin for
discarded works- there is also no need to be concerned regarding awyemtial doctrinal
peculiarities contained within.

1 A third theory, held by John Romer, and Professor Norman Golb of the University of Chicago is that
the scrolls were brought from Jerusalem to Qumran for safekeeping during the first Jewish Revolt
(around @8-70 A.D.).

If this view is correct that the Dead Sea Scrolls are the library of the very Temple of Jerusalem,
then the Scrolls represent the mainstream of Jewish thought at the time of Christ. Deviations in the
scrolls fromcurrentlyaccepted doctrinevould not really be deviations, because they would be...the
true source of Judaism! Clearly (if this theory is correct), this would have a strong theological
impact.

In favor of this view is the fact that similar fragmentary texts (14) were found aalla (35 miles
South of Qumran), perhaps demonstrating that the style of texts was not limited to a small ascetic
body at Qumran. Mitigating against this view is the aforementioned fact that many of the scrolls
GSNB Af2LIIAE & 6N G & Sayred duitikgdziam thé Rednple), Arddite fagt it ©
none of the scrolls appear to be from the Pharisees or Sadducees.



Isaiah (St. Marks)

One of the first intact scrolls found in Cave 1 was the Isaiah scroll which eventually was brought to Mar
Samuelat&® al NJ Qa @ ¢tKS aONRftft AGaStF¥ Aa YIRS 2F S|
ft. x 24 ft. The Hebrew text is in 54 columns. Scholars date it to about 125 B.C. (at the time, the oldest

part of the Hebrew Testament ever found).

Two points of special interest can be made about this scroll (and, indeed, the Hebrew Testament scrolls
in general). First even though this scroll predates the previously oldest complete version of the
Hebrew Testament (Masoretic Text) by 1,000 years {iecentury Aleppo Code) there is remarkable
similarity between the texts. This suggests that a thousand years of copying have not in any way
significantly altered the meaning of the text.

The second point of interest is that, in some places wheeed is a difference from the f0century

A.D. Masoretic Text, the Dead Sea version agrees with the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the
Hebrew Testament favored by the early Christians. This suggests that the Septuagint may be of equal
validity to the Masoretic Text as a foundation for our modern Old Testament.

Gh¥ GKS mMcc 62NRA Ay LAIAFIK poX GKSNB IINB 2yfe asSgs
simply a matter of spelling, which does not affect the sense. Four more letters aoe stylistic changes,

adzOK | a O2yedzyOiAizyao ¢CKS NBYFAYAYy3 GKNBS tSGaSNa O
and does not affect the meaning greatly. Furthermore, this word is supported by the LXX [Septuagint] and

IQ Is. Thus, in onehapter of 166 words, there is only one word (three letters) in question after a

thousand years of transmissiog and this word does not significantly change the meaning of the

LJ- & & | BiSethde ThatdDemands a Vergdiish McDowell, p. 58)

Thanksgivng Psalms

CKS G¢KFyl1aaaAgaya talfyvyaégd OFYS Ay n LASOSazI 6KAC
about 13 inches high. The document is comprised of about twenty heretofore unknown Psalms. Some
scholars have suggested that the Psalms were writbgnthe enigmatic teacher of righteousness,
mentioned in the Habakkuk Commentary, and the Damascus Document. And indeed, there are places in

the text where it appears that the author is someone of special significance:

G¢K2dz RARad YL | SrigM®uslelecg I yYSNJ F2NJ (1KS
Fy AYGSNIINBGSNI 2F 1y26ftSRIAS Ay 62yRNRdza YealSNRSadDE ¢

The Psalms have a seeming apocalyptic flavor to them, especially describing the contrast between the
GNRIKGS2dza St SOG¢z GKS Gl NVER2¢gT2dKEKR2BBYRBYS&a¢&KSH
GO2yANBIAlLGA2Y 2F . StAITE FYR (GKS GaAydSNLINBGSNE
reminiscent of Revelation, such as:

GOPPPTF2NI AY (GKS 41 @dSa 2¢hildRSEF K akKS 3IA@PSa O0ANILK G2 Yl
with pains of Shedbe bursts forth

from the crucible of the pregnant one,

a wonderful counselor with his power;

8Sazx I Yly 02YSa FT2NIK FNRY (KS ¢l gSaovpvdé 6. dzNNBgaszx |

G¢KS F2dzyRFriA2ya 2F (GKS Y2dzydlAya NB IAQBSy (2 GKS 7Ff
the roots of flint become torrents of pitc
It devours to the great abyss;



the torrents of Belial burst into Abaddon;
the sentient beings of the abyss roar
gAOK (GKS y2AaS 2F (KS SNUzLJiA2ya 2F YANB®E 0. dZNNR gaz

One might also find a theology that would probably have been looked upon axtr by the Apostle
Paul (and Martin Luther and John Calgrthat man on his own is so perverse, that he is unworthy of
art@raArz2zy o0asSS rftaz aSoOtAzy a¢KS {ONRffa FyR / KNR

GC2NJ L Y | GKAy3a F2N¥YSR 2F OftréX YR {YSIFIRSR 6AGK 41
the company ohakedness and source of uncleanness,

a furnace of iniquity and frame of sin,

a spirit of error and one perverted, without understanding,

FYR GSNNATFASR o0& NAIK(GS2dza 2dzRASYSy (i a dé 0. dZNNR gazx LJ

Manual of Discipline

The Manual of Discipline (alsoknowlna Gt KS dawdz S 2F (GKS [/ 2YYdzyAGeeéo o1l
AY | @S mo 2 KSYy O2Y0AYSR>Y Al FLIWSIENBR G2 0SS Ly [If
Underscoring the potential significance of the document is the fact that ten additigregmentary)

copies were found in Cave 4.

The curious title was given to the book by Millar Burrows, who, as director ofp
American School of Oriental Research in 1947, was one of the first to examiniz-
AaONRE Tt @ . dZNNE g a ( Kof addliuigical (didctibns vith Srules
concerning procedure in the meetings of the group and the personal conduct of=
YSYOSNEE NBYAYRSR KAY 2F | &aAYAfIN ©
Manual of Discipline.(Burrows, p. 24)

The documenD2 y ik Ayda GKS NHzZ Sax 2N 0KS 02 d
O0FYyR 2Sax (GKS GSNY¥Y Ga2NRSNE Aa I+ Oldz t¢te R
been compared with the Christidbidacheand Apostolic Constitutionsf the 2'*-4™ centuries.

CKS R20dzySyid LIISINBE (G2 0SS Ay F2dNJ LI NL&Z yIYSR o
Ay alyés wdf $a 2F GKS hNRSNES yR G¢KS /f28Ayd
R20dzYSy i Ay 20KSNJ aSOUAAYDHI2DPdadIKAE A &EdzE® NI KE ff S22 {i §
(KS /1 208ylyié a80GA2Y i GKS 683AYyYyAy3Y

GPPPGKS 2NRSNJ 2F GKS O2YYdzyAdeT G2 &aSS| D2ZRODPDT (2
commanded through Moses and through his servants the prophets...to ddivihe sons of light, each

according to his lot in the counsel of God, and to hate all the sons of darkness, each according to his guilt

Ay @Sy3aSIyOS 2F D2R®E 0. dNNRgaz LD oTm0

Damascus Document

The Damascus Document, so named because there are sefeeganees to Damascus contained within,

was first found in Cair@enizahin 1897 by Solomon Schechter of Cambridge. Like the Manual of
Discipline, multiple copies of the document were found in the Dead Sea Scrolls (at least ten). Also like
the Manual of Dscipline, the document describes a series of statutes regarding a mysterious religious
2NRSNE ¢6KAOK YlIe& KIFI@S OFIfftSR AGaStF (GKS daazya 27
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G¢KS {2ya 2F %l R21 FITNB (4KS StSOG 2F LaNrStzX (GkKzas§ O
(Burrows, p. 352)

¢tKS R20dzySyid A&a Ay (62 LI NIao® tF NI hyS Aa | Gl
Intriguingly, the Damascus Document refers to many of the same characters described in the Habakkuk
Commentary¢ The teacher of righteousiss, the man of the lie, the preacher of the lie, etc. are all
mentioned. Because of this similarity in characters, many people feel that the two must have been
GNAGGSY o6& GKS &alyS asSoio ¢tKS R20dzyYSyid levaz NBT
O02@Sylyil Ay GKS flFyR 2F 5IYlFIalOdzaés gKAOK O2dz R LI

w»
[
O«
w

2850ttt SEIFIYAYS az2vYS$s N1Jia FNBY GKA& R20dzyYSyid Ay

Commentary on Habakkuk

¢KS /2YYSyidlrNE 2y 1106l 11dz2l YSI &H=vakiuk 1:50 thiezéstinghpp ¢ E
enough, it is written in the style of many modern Bible Commentaries, quoting a verse, and then
expounding on it. The commentary seems to connect the scripture with a series of contemporary
figures of whom only titles aregn. The figures include the teacher of righteousness (perhaps the

founder of the Sectarians), the preacher of the lie, the man of the lie, and the wicked priest. We are also
AYUNRRdAzOSR G2 GKS YealdSNAR2dza & YAl ihg Yoinmedtary égn2 NB F S
Habakkuk 1:17, the text states:

G¢KAA YSIya (GKS YAGOAYZI 6K 2yoOthsdrieS, and bly rden; ivémehBdNA a K 0 &
little childrengt YR 2y GKS FTNHZA G 2F GKS g2Y0 KIF@S y2 YSNDE ¢

Many theories have len propounded as to the identity of the Kittim. The two most popular are 1) the
Romans or 2) the Macedonians (or their successors, the Seleucids of Syria.)

We will examine the possible identities of teacher of righteousness and the wicked priest in a
forthcoming section.

Copper scroll

Perhaps the most enigmatic of all of the 800 Dead Sea Scrolls is the Copper Scroll, so named because it
was contained on two small rolls of copper sheeting, measuring about 12 ingag
high. The Scroll was found on a leddgehe back of Cave 3 in 1952. Profess
H. WrightBaker at Manchester College of Technology opened the scroli
cutting it into 23 sections with a saw. \

The scroll attracted immediate worldwide interest because it appears to Iist; ‘
locations of a fablous treasure- 64 locations in all. By some estimates, th <"
gold described within would weigh between-884 tons, worth up to a billion % PR
R2ftfFNBR Ay G2RF&Qa G4SN¥Xao fls W Ee

John Allegro, one of the original editors on the Caxsemll team, conducted a search fire treasure
sites in 1959/60. No treasure was found, but this is understandable because the descriptions of the 64
sites are quite enigmatic:

.8 GKS Y2dzikK 2F (GKS 6FGSN) 2dzif S 2F GKS RNIAY LIALISS
talents2 ¥ I2f R Ay (62 LIAGOKSNAE &
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It is postble that possession of the Copper Scroll in and of itself is not sufficient to find the treasure.
¢tKS GSEG FTNRY (GKS flLrad t20FGdAa2y adlridsSa GKFG AG O
item, which may be necessary to locate the treasure.

If the treasure described is real (and not apocalyptic, for example), it is obviously far too great an
amount to have been the treasury of an obscure sect of desert monks. It would almost have to be the
treasure of the Temple of Jerusalem. This wouldvs¢e lend credence to the view that the Dead Sea
Scrolls themselves are the library of the Temple, although some scholars have argued that, because the
scroll was found on a ledge, and was not buried on the cave floor, it may not have any connection with
the other scrolls.

The scroll is now on display at the Amman (Jordan) Archaeological Museum.

MMTcaAljal i alT@&ha SK KI

Unlike the other scrolls described so far, the MMT has only been recently published. The nomenclature
YSEya a{2YS t NB&SFLIRINI 20F 20YKSS 2¢22N] a4 2F (GKS [l gé D L
solving the riddle of the Dead Sea Scrolls. To others, it is an interesting, but not especially illuminating
document.

The MMT (of which fragments of 6 separate copies have been fdarid)three parts. The first part,
comprised of 21 lines, appears to be a calengane item of note is that the group that wrote the MMT
used a 364ay calendar. The next section contains 20/21 laws, with ritual purity being the most
common theme.

The last section, generally described as an epilogue, may describe why the sect separated from those
GKFd RA&IFIINBSR ¢6AGK GKSANI flFgaod hyS LIKNIA&AS NBIR3
GKS LIS2L)X S¢x FAOGGAYy A AdBear&dlS aredhk libfary of K SewishRSért sectk | G G

Elisha Qimron, one of the publishers of this scroll, believes that MMT is a letter from the teacher of
righteousness to the wicked priest. John Strugnell, former Chief Scroll Editor, -podhlzherof MMT
believes it is not a letter, but simply a work about the law and the Qumran community calendar. The
passages that seem to support the idea that MMT is a letter include:

G2S KIFE@S O06AYRSSRO aSyid e2dz az2Y$S 2decisiok ®rybdNge&ElLdia 2F 0
and the welfare of your people...Consider all these things and ask Him that He strengthen your will and

remove from you the plans of evil and the device of Belial so that you may rejoice at the end of time,

finding that some o dzNJ LINJ O i A OS &or THkBrouQ/ZaeN B50riéatsBildiéal Arcliaeology

WSPOASET b20k5S0O QpnI FNRY (GKS (NI yatldAzy o0& 9ftAakKl
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War Scrolk; Scroll of the War of the Sons of Light Against the Sons of Darkness
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War Scoll (Library of Congress tMGmatpc-1301])

G¢KS 2N 2F (KS {2ya 2F [A3IKG gAGK GKS {2ya 2F 5]
RSAONAOGSAE I 6N oSieSSy (KS TzNDSé 2F GKS aqazya 2
AONRff AGASETF YSIadaNBa dQ E cé3X YR Ada gNAGGSY Ay

G!'d GKS o0S3IAYYyAy3ad 2F GKS dzy RSNIF{1{Ay3a 2F (KS az2ya 27
darkness, the army of Belial, against the troops of EdomMadb and the sons of Ammon, against the

people of Philistia, and against the troops of the Kittim of Assyria, and with them as helpers the violators

of the covenant. The sons of Levi, the sons of Judah, and the sons of Benjamin, the exiles of the desert,

shall fight against them with their forces with all their troops, when the exiles of the sons of light return

from the desert to encamp in the desert of Jerusalem. And after the battle they shall go up from there

against the king of the Kittim in EgypAnd the dominion of the Kittim shall come to an end, so that
gAO1lSRySaa akKhkftft 0S fFAR t2¢ oAGK2dzi Fyeé NBYYLFLYyGaT | yI
(Burrows, p. 390)

Once again, note the appearance of the mysterious Kittim, whictthig context, seem more to
represent any foreigners that fight against the Israelis, rather than a particular group.

b2GS GKS dza8 2F (GKS ¢2NR . St A¢dterrd gsediny/sBveral lothie8 S O A f
scrolls, and also (once) by Pdnlthe New Testament:

OH / 2NJ cYmMp blL=#*0 G2 KIFHdG KIFENY2ye Aa GKSNEB ! K

O02YY2y 6AGK |y dzyoStASOSNKE

w
w
(0p)
<

It may be inferred that the scroll is describing an apocalyptic-tends battle, although this is not

outlined explicitly in the text. The text is very specific about the order of battle, the requirements for

the leaders, the numbers of the troops of the sons of light, etc. At one point, it describes that the sons of

light will have 28,000 menofwarand61nn OKI NA210SSNAR ¢6K2Y aakKlff LISNH
g N 2F D2RX (G2 SUSNYIFf RSaONHZOUGAZ2Y D¢

¢tKS az2ya 2F fA3IKG OFNNE Yiye yIYSa 2y GKSANI olyy
D2RéX a¢KS hNRSNI 2F D2REZOIKS KS2Y KNBFIAG RFY &13K Sa ¢«CK S
WAIKGS2dzaySaa 2F D2RéX a¢KS Di2NER 2F D2RéX ac¢KS
l 3aSYofe 2F D2Ré¢X a¢KS /2y3aNB3IALGA2Y 2F D2Ré3X G¢KS
In favor of the textbgf 3 'y | O02dzy i 2F +y | LROFf@LIWAO olFGdft S
G23SGKSNI 6A0GK GKSANI FN¥YASaéds FyR GKS NBtS aaradys
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G¢2RI& A& KAA FLIWRAYGSR GAYS (G2 tre t26 FyR (42 YIS
will send eternal help to the lot he has redeemed by the power of the angel he has made glorious for rule,

Michael, in eternal light, to give light in joy to all Israel, peace and blessing to the lot of God, to exalt

among the gods the rule of MichaeladdKk S R2 YAy A2y 2F LaNI St 2@0SNJ Ittt FtSa

This is, of course, at least somewhat similar in tone to passages in'flehagter of Revelation:

6wS@ MHYT bL%0 G!' YR GKSNB éla 61N Ay KSbandhg ® ai OKIF S
dragon and his angels fought back.

(Rev 12:8 NIV) But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven.

(Rev 12:9 NIV) The great dragon was hurled ddhett ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who
leads the wholeworld 8 G N> @ ® 1S gl & Kdz2NI SR (2 GKS SIFENIKZI |yR KAA

The Teacher of Righteousness

There are several mysterious characters or groups of people that appear in multiple scrolls, including the
aforementionedBelial the Kittim, etc. But perhaps thdédures that have received the most attention in

the modern history of the scrolls (although less so in recent years) are the mysterious teacher of
NAIKGS2dzaySaa FyR KAa LISNESOdzi2NE GKS agAO0O] SR LINA

The teacher of righteousness is mentioned spedificen both the Habakkuk Commentary and the
Damascus Document, and (perhaps) by inference in the MMT and Thanksgiving Scroll. Some scholars
view that the teacher was the leader or founder of the sect. Certainly, the teacher is accorded special
powers:

Commentaryon Hab 1:4 ¢ KA a YSIya GKIG GKS 6AO0O1SR Yy A& GKS gAacC
GKS G(SFOKSNJ 2F NAIK(GS2dzaySaaoé 0. dz2NNRgas Llo ocpbo

Commentary on Hab 24 ¢ KA a4 YSIya GKS GSIFOKSN) 2F NARIKGS2dzaySaacz
6

mysteriess T G KS $2NR& 2F KAa aSNWlIyida GKS LINPLKS(Ga®dé . dzl
Damascus Documerit ! YR D2R 20aSNWSR GKSANJ ¢2N]l ax GKIG (GKSe az
N} A&SR dzLJ F2NJ 0KSY | GSFOKSNJ 2F NAIK(GS2pdad®d5ySaa G2 €SI F

2S INB (2fR OGKFIG GKS (GSFOKSNJ 2F NRARIK(GS2dzaySaa adzF

Commentaryon Hab 22& ¢ KS @A O1 SR LINAS&aG>X 6K2YXI F2N G6KS gNRy3 R:
and the men of his party, God delivered dnthe hand of his enemies, afflicting him with a destroying
AONRPdZNBS> Ay oO0AGGSNYySaa 2F az2dzZ sz 06SOFdzaS KS | OGSR gA(

Commentaryon Hab 2:16¢ KA a YSIya GKS gAO0O1SR LINRS&aidx 6ik2 LISNASOC
order to confound him at the indignation of his wrath, wishing to banish him; and at the time of their

festival of rest, the Day of Atonement, he appeared to them to confound them and make them stumble

on the day of their fasting, their sabbath of rés 0. dINNRgaz LI oTno

In some places, the teacher seems to have almost messianic properties:
Damascus Documett ®®dG KS I NAaAy3I 2F KAY K2 gAftf GSFHOK NARIKQG!
354)
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CommentaryonHab2# ¢ KA & Y S| y a theflafvin th&®us&& Sutkh, wBom God will rescue
FNRY G(GKS K2dzaS 2F 2dzRISYSyid 06SOlIdzaS 2F GKSANI 162N
(Burrows, p. 149)

2 KAt S GKS aoAO1SR LINASAGE A& y2( #HesBPOAFAOIEE& ARS

Commentary on Hab 26 ¢ KS 6A Ol SR LINASadz ¢K2 gla yrFrYSR I O02NRA)
office; but when he had begun to rule in Israel, his heart was lifted up, and he forsook God and betrayed

the statutes for the sake of wealth. HBundered and assembled the wealth of men of violence who

rebelled against God. He took the wealth of peoples, adding to himself iniquity and guilt; and ways of
Fo2YAYLFGA2yad KS GNRAZAKGZ Ay Fff AYLMzNRGE 2F dzy Of S| yy ¢

Commentaryonkb 2:176 D2 R gAff SESOdziS 2dzRIYSYy(d dzLl2y KAY | yR RS
0§KS L} 2NW 'YR a F2N) gKIG AdG areas WF2N 0KS

is Jerusalem, in which the wicked priest wrought abomiablg 2 NJ & | YR RSTAf
(Burrows, p. 370)

0
SR D2RQa

Almost from the time that the scrolls were initially found, the guessing game startedo was the
teacher of righteousness? Who was the Wicked Priest? Among the theories:

T
T

= =4 =

The teacher of righteasness was Onias lll, the Chief Priest who was deposed by Syrian King
Antiochus Epiphanesinc. 175 B.C.

The wicked priest could be Jason, the brother of Onias and successor as high priest, or Menelaus,

who succeeded Jason. Menelaus was the patron obéhntis Epiphanes 1V, the Seleicid ruler who
RSaSON} 4G4SR (G4KS ¢SyLxsS Od mMcy ./ d O6FyRI LIaairo
Daniel).

The wicked priest could be Aristobulus Il or Hyrcanus Il, who ruled at the end of Hasmonean Jewish
dynasty

CKS GSFOKSN) FyR (KS AFRQAWIMRdZLINE S &Fh I HzNB & I & Hzl I’ NIR 2
historical personages

The teacher of righteousness was Jesus (the scrolls seem to date to a period too early to support this
hypothesis). This view is popularthvithose that feel that the Sectarians are Ebionites, or early
Christians.

The teacher of righteousness is Hilkiah, the Chief Priest during the reign of King Josiah

The teacher of righteousness is a title, not a specific person

Jesus as the Wicked Priedbhn the Baptist as the teacher of righteousness (again, the scrolls seem

to date to a period too early to support this hypothesis)

DST I SN¥Sa KFa gNARGGESY GKIFG GKS a2A01SR t NASai¢

G¢KS OKNRy2f 23A Olell in ThdzprBcBding ¥estn I&dtd] thed fferiod f which this
inidividual flourished between the reign of Antiochus Epiphanes-{l6%6BCE) and the probable date of

the foundation at Qumran (15040 BCE). During that time, five men held the office of HiggsPThree

of them were preGreek: Jason, Menelaus and Alcimus. The remaining two were the Maccabee brothers,
Jonathan and Simon. All the Hellenizers can be eliminated as candidates for the role of 'Wicked Priest'
since none can be said to have enjoyegtaing like good repute at the beginning of their ministry. Jason

and Alcimus fail also because neither was killed by an enemy, as implied in 1QpH&bJakbn died in

exile (2 Mac. v,-B) and Alcimus in office (I Mac. ix,-6% The Maccabee brotherby contrast, meet all

the conditions. The careers of both men fall easily into two stages, marked, in the case of Jonathan, by his
acceptance of the High Priesthood from Alexander Balas, and in the case of Simon by his willingness to
become a hereditanHigh Priest. Both were also ‘instruments of violence' and both died by violence.
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Jonathan is nevertheless to be chosen rather than Simon because he alone suffered the vengeance of the

U/ KAST 2F (GKS YAy3a 27F DNBSOS the nayoRs', wher&aR Sithoin was K S K| Yy R 3
murdered by his soin-law (I Mac. xvi, 146). A gallant defender of Jewish religion and independence,

Jonathan succeeded the heroic Judas in 161 BCE when the latter fell in battle. But he qualified for the

epithet 'WickedPriest' when he accepted in 1852 BCE from Alexander Balas, a heathen usurper of the

Seleucid throne who had no right to grant them, the pontifical vestments which Jonathan was not entitled

to wear. Captured later by a former general of Alexander Balgghon, he was killed by him at Bascama

AY ¢N}ya22NRIy 6m al Od EAAAZT HoOUL DE 0¢KS /2YLX SGS 58I

Under this latter theory, the Teacher of Righteousness was a Zadokite priest who left the Temple in
protest whena non%sl R2 { AGSZ W2yl GKFyX |aadzySR GKS | A3K LINR
name is lost to history.

The teacher of righteousness attracted a lot of attention in the early days of scroll research, because of
some seeming parallels with Jesild INBF G LINRPLIKSG X Lizi G2 RSIGK oé@
SYR 2F RI&&¢ 0

The Scroll Publishing Debates

With the discovery of the Cave 4 scrolls in 1952,Hbele Biblique et Archeologique Francaiss faced

with a daunting taskq¢ assembling25,000 fragments into what was later estimated to be 500
documents. To accomplish this huge task, a team of scholars was assembled in 1953/54 to reassembile,
translate, and write commentaries on the Cave 4 scrolls. The team included:

Father Roland de VayChief Editor)

Frank Cross from Harvard

Father Jozef T. Milik (a Pole living in Paris)

John Allegro from Oxford (an atheist)

John Strugnell from Oxford (who would later lead the team)
Abbe Jean Starcky from France

Father Patrick Skehan from WashingtoD.

Father Maurice Baillet from France

=4 =4 =8 =8 -4 -8 -8 -9

Controversy surrounded the team from the beginning. First, none of the scroll editors were Jewish.
Second, there were concerns about how the scroll fragments were handleese extremely fragile
documents werenften handled with bare hands, and were sometimes joined together with scotch tape.
The fragments also were not stored in a temperature/humidity controlled environment, leading to
eventual deterioration. Amazingly, though, the work of assembling angltting the documents was
essentially done by 1969an amazing feat!

16



However, by 1985, less than half of the Cave 4 scrolls had egiished This 25 years of seeming
silence led some to suspect that there was some sort of conspiracy regarding this sthat they

were being held back because of potentially explosive material contained within. The reality is probably
more mundaneg a combination of lack of funds (funds ran out in the 1960s, after the deaflotwi D.
Rockefeller)plus personal andoolitical factors, as well as scholarly inertia inhibited further scroll
publication.

By the late 1980s, the Biblical Archaeology Sociatgler the heroic efforts of Hershe
Shankgright), began a campaign to get the scrolls published. Major newspapred 4
YFEIFTAYSEa FNRdzyR GKS 62NIR LIAO| SR dzLZlE v Q ok (i

Cave 4 scrolls, using an utyished concordance that had been created in the Igg\
1950s. Also in September, the Huntington Library in San Marino, California publi§
photographs of the unpublished scrolls that had been found in a safe in the libf&'y.
Apparently, they had been setihere for safekeeping in the 1950s by the Scroll Team, but ne non
disclosure agreement had ever been signed with the Library.

Finally, in November of 1991, the Biblical Archaeology Society published their own photographs of the
Scrolls, giventothembyy | y2y@Y2dzi &2 dz2NOS o ¢tKS aaoONRtf OFNLS

Eventually, Shanks and the Biblical Archaeology Society were sued by scroll scholar Elisha Qimron of
BenGurion University, who was reconstructing the aforementioned MMT text. Qimron eventually won
the case, and was awarded 100,000 shekdiat the Cave 4 scrolls are no longer a mystery.

The Sectarians

If one accepts that the scrolls are of a particular Jewish desert sect, and not the scrolls of the Temple,
then the obvious question becomesvhat «ct? Unfortunately (and somewhat maddening), the scrolls

R2 y2i ylIYS GKS aSOd dKFd ¢NRBGS (GKSY® ¢tKS 2yfe
fAIKGE 2N 0KS dazya 2F % R21¢ olLlRaaArotesr GKS /KA

U ax

1% century Jewish Historian Josephus tells us that there were three Jewish sects at the time of Jesus:

GC2NJ GKSNBE NB (GKNBS LKAf2az2LKAOKE asSoOita | yz2y3a GKS
Pharisees; of the second, the Sadducees; and tive gect, which pretends to a severer discipline, are
Ol f f SR Xewish QvgrsBduk 2, Chtapter 8Villiam Whiston, Translator)

So, was the Qumran sect one of those three, or was it a group whose name is lost to history? What do

the scrolls themsebs tell us about the sect? Taking the Damascus Document and the Manual of

Discipline together (and assuming that they are rules for the same sect), we might make some of the

following statements about the sect:

T ¢KSe 6SNB KSIFRSR 08SHI YA EENR yAirSY REYIESR NI 28 65 ¢
Financial Officer

9 Judicial decisions were made by the assembled members of the group
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Apparently there was community ownership of property (However, the scrolls are a bit ambiguous
on this point- the Damasus Document talks about 2 days wages from each person being given to
GKS aLR22N YR ySSReéé¢ SIFOK Y2y (KO

There appears to have been a required tatage (one year each) probation period for entry into
the sect

They were very focused on ritual purity

They bekved that their purpose was to prepare the way of the Lord by the study of the Law

Manual of Disciplinét 2 KSy G(KSaS GKAy3a 02YS G2 LIaa F2N dKS 02Y
they shall be separated from the midst of the session of the mearafr to go to the wilderness to

LINBLI NB GKSNB GKS gFe& 2F GKS [ hw5dddPecKAE Aa GKS &idz
(Burrows, 382)

Prayer was an important element of their daily worship

¢tKSe 6SNB al K2fe K2 dzcholfat hdlies ferNard®d Yo all yHR tzy RF¥ (I580A2)
Burrows, p. 237)

Those that violated Mosaic law willfully were excommunicated

They scrupulously obeyed the Sabbath

There was some degree of hierarahyt § KS f SaaSNJ 20SeAy 3 St RSNHEEB I SE
seated first in community meetings.

In terms of the theology of the sect, the following statements could be made:

T
1

=A =4 =4

They believed in divine election (predestination)
They appeared to have strong apocalyptic and eschatological views

Manual of Disciplined . dzi D2R Ay GKS YeaiSNASE 2F KAa dzyRSNRGEY
ordaineAd ,aAperiod for the ruin of error, and in the appointed time of punishment he will destroy it
T2NBEIOSNIE 0. dZNNRgaz LI® oTcCcoO

They seemed to have believed in twebsiahs;d dzy 6 Af GKSNB akKlFff O2YS I LJ
of Aaron and Isragl ¢ dalydzaftf 2F 5A40ALXAYSSY . dz2NNRBgas LI oyoo
They defined good and evil in terms of light and darkness

Man is weak and utterly dependent on God

Salvation appears to be through) the law 2) following the teacher of righteousness and 3)
O2yF¥Saaay3d o0STF2NB D2R asS KIF@PS airyySRe

Damascus Document. dzi | ff K2 K2fR FlFrad (2 (GKS&S 2NRAYylIyOSaxs
law, and who listen to the voice of ateacherang/cbSda 06 SF2NB D2RX W2S KI @S airyy
the voice of a teacher of righteousness...they shall prevail over all the sons of the world, and God will
F2NEAOS GKSYZ FyR (KSeé akKlft aSS KAa alfglriizyoods (

(Note: For further d&i OdzaaA 2y 2y GKS (KS2ft23& 2F GKS {SOdt
] KNRAAGAF YAGRE O

So who were these people? The majority view seems to be that they were Essenes, with a growing
minority that believes that they were a breakaway group of Sadduc@esery small minority feels that
they were Christian Ebionites).
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The Essenes

dhy GKS ¢Sai aARS 2F GKS 5SIR {SIX o6dzi 2dzi 2F NIy3SsS
the Essenes, which is remarkable beyond all other tribes in theamhotld, as it has no women and has
renounced all sexual desire, has no money, and has only palm trees for company. Day by day the throng

of refugees igecruited to an equal number by numerous accessions of persons tired of life and driven
thither by thewaves of fortune to adopt their manner. Thus through thousands of ages (incredible to

GSIENRAYySaa 27F f ANafukléHistorpttardslatyh&romiTkeSPedple & $&lDead Sea Scrolls:
Essenes or Sadduceg3@mes C. Vanderkam, Bible Review, April 1991)

Most of what we know about the Essenes comes fréhtdntury Jewish historian Flavius Josephus (c.

37 ¢ 95 A.D.), with additions from Plinyx@ Elder and Philo of Alexandria. There are many parallels
between what Josephus tells us about the Essenes, and the picture we have of the Sectarians from the
scrolls (see following table).

However, there are some differences, too. For example, Jasemils us that the Essenes numbered

about 4,000, andt 1 KS& KI @S y2 2yS OSNIIAYy OAG&Eertaingza Y ye
different picture from this seemingly monastic desert sect. Also, the teacher of righteousness, who is so
prominentin at least two of the scrolls, is not even hinted at in Josephus. However, there are enough
similarities between Josephus and the scrolls to at least build a case for the Sectarians being Essenes, as
the following quote and table demonstrate:

& ¢ 2 R R concfudletl that there are 27 parallels between Josephus and the scrolls regarding the Essenes,
21 probable parallels, 10 cases in which Josephus makes claims about the Essenes that have no known
parallels among the scrolls, and 6 discrepancies betweel th& The Péople of the Dead Sea Scrolls:
Essenes or SadducedsiPnes C. Vanderkam, Bible Review, April 1991)

Josephus | Dead Sea Scrolls
Abbreviations used: JAYewish AntiquitiesIW =Jewish WarsDD =
Damascus DocumentiOD =Manual of Discipline
& bristhereanyonetobefound |[a L ¥ GKS f20G RSO
among them who hath more than | be admittedto the community...his
another; for it is a law among them wealth and wages shall be put at
that those who come to them must| the disposal of the man who has
let what they have be common to | supervision over the wages of the
0KS 6K2fS 2NRSNIYYIFIaGdSNaAd®E oOahb5=z

Chapter 8)
G¢KSe faz2z KIS |a!'yR GKAA Aa GKS
to take care of their common superintendent of the camp: He

affairs, who every one of them hayv| shall instruct the many in the works
no separate business for any, but | of God...and every one who is
what is for the uses of them al.® ¢| added to his congregation he alh
(JW, Book 2, Chapter 8) examine him as to his works...and
no man shall make an agreement
for buying and selling unless he hg
told the superintendent who is in
0KS OF YLIoddE 65

G.dzi y2¢ AT lye |a2KSy KS KFa O2
come over to their sect, he is not | within the community, the masters
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Josephus

Dead Sea Scrolls

immediately admitted, but he is
prescribed the same method of
living which they use for a yearfor
after this demonstration of his
fortitude, his temper is tried two
more years; and if he appear to be
worthy, they then admit him into

i KSANI &ROBoSE & P g
Chapter 8)

shall be questioned about his
affairs...the new member shall not
touch the sacred drink of the
masters until he has completed a
second year among the community
2F Y Sy ®8urrows,aph33y

G.dzi F2N) GK2aS |
any heinous sins, they cast them

altye Yly 2F (GKS
a word of the law of Moses overtly

2dzi 2 F G K@M Bdoka22 ( or with deceit shall be dismissed

Chapter 8) from the council of he community
FyR akKltft y2id O3
(MOD, Burrows, p. 382)

GbPPdiKSe LI aa aja!yR GKAAa Aa GKS

of a court that is fewer than a
K dzy’ R NBW, BdokZ, Chapter 8

of the congregation: There shall be
as many a ten men chosen by the
congregation according to the

GAYS®PE 06553 . dzNJ|
G¢KSNBE akKlfft o068
O2YYdzyAlGe GoSt O

Burrows, p. 381)

Gb2g FFUSNI GKS |
preparatory trial is over, they are
parted into four clases; and so far
are the juniors inferior to the
seniors, that if the seniors should K

G! yR U KA & of héisedsitng
of all the camps: They shall be
enrolled by their names; the priests
first, the Levites second, the sons
Israel third, and the proselyte

touched by the juniors, they must | ¥ 2 dzNJi K ® £ 0552

wash themselves, as if they had

intermixed themselves with the

O2YLI ye 2F | F2N

2, Chapter 8)

G.dzi GKS aSOG 21ac¢2 (K2aS 6K2Y

that fate governs all thingsé.. 6 W he has given them for an eternal

Book 13, Chapter 5) LI2aaSaarzyoodoné
388)

G¢KSe ftaz2 @2ARa! YFy GKFG &L

YARAG 27F (KSY®dod( the session omasters shall be

Chapter 8) Lddzy A aKSR (KANI @&
Burrows, p. 380)

a! LINAS&aid areéea F3adPdiKS LINASAG 3

and it is unlawful for any one to
taste of the food before grace be

hand first to pronounce a blessing
with the first portion of the bread

said. The same priest, whenheha I YR (KS gAYy Sodd4
dined, says grace again after 378)

YSI G dddE GheaReEs) . 2

Gb2NJ Aada GKSNB Sdadddaz GKIFG SI Of

disturbance to pollute their house,

but they give every oneshve to

opinion to the council of the
community. A man shall not speak
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Josephus Dead Sea Scrolls
aLSH]l Ay GKSANI Ay GKS YARald 27

Chapter 8) words, before his brother finishes
ALK 1 Ay3E 6ah53
378/9)

(Josephus translations froifhe Life And Works Of Flavius Josephy&Villiam Whiston, Translator.)
Further backing for the SectariaasEssenes theory may be found in a passage from Pliny the Elder:

W
LJ

N> Qx
I_QJ<

SySa tA@Se al gl & T N&YSed KB engu§hitd &old/ harinfidl2hmBs, aw2 F G K S
JS ft2ySodd02YLI yA2ya 2F LIEY GNBSadE 6. dz2NNRgaz |

U))@

This account seems more in keeping with a desert monastic sect than the account of Josephus stating
GKIYE y®& 2F GKSY RgStt Ay SOSNE OAGe dé

OneF GKS 3INBIG YealiSNRSa 2F 9aaSySk{ ONRftf a0K2f I
mention the Essenes, although it mentions the other three groups of JosepRharisees, Sadducees,

Zealots. It is especially mysterious given the fact thatplmss wrote more about the Essenes than

about the Pharisees and Sadducees combined, and all of the 1st century secular historians wrote about

the Essenes with such respect and enthusiasm. Why no Essenes in the New Testament? Here are some
possibilities:

1 Because the Essenes lived in remote places, Jesus never came in contact with them during his
ministry. Plus, with only 4,000 Essenes in the Levant, they made up a very small portion of the
population (there were, for example, about 80,000 people livindarusalem alone during the
time of Christ).

T {2YS 2F (GKS ILRadtSa 2F WSadzakT2f{f26SNAR 2F W2
ySOSaalNE G2 ARSYUGATEe 'Yy GAYyaARSE 3INRdAzZ) Ay GKS

I The Essenes appear somewhere in the New Testamedéruanother name or description
609aaSySa YSIya a2YSOGKAy3 |ft2y3 GKS tAySa 2F at

Sadducees
A minority view is that the sectarians were a breakay group of Sadducees. The weatlducesds a
derivative ofzadokite arR G KS 2yS fFro0Sf GKIFIG GKS aONepftfa asSsSy
% R21 € ¢ KS -&Sfbiducedsts reprBsBriled Nefe lby/Piofessor Lawrence H. Schiffman:
aL o0StAS@®S GKS aSodG ¢l a FT2NNSR ¢KSle dervicAa mBthazl) 2F  { | R
aftermath of the Hasmonean takeover of the Temple soon after the Maccabean revolt, probably by about
MPH . Newll@ydénthe ®harisees [ | s NBYy OS { OKAFTFYIYyX . A0fS wS@OASsS

One possible argument against the sectariassSadducees view is that the sectarians seemed to highly
honor the Old Testament prophets, which was not a practice of the Sadducees (as we understand them).
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Qumran

The function of the site at Qumran, located on the west coast of the Dead Sea, haatgdr@@most as
much controversy as the scrolls themselves. Is the site (located below the scroll caves) connected to the
scrolls? Was the site an Essene monastery where the scrolls were produced?

Theories regarding the function of the site abound:

=A =4 =4 =4 =9

Esene monastery (Father Roland de Vaux)

| vibarusticd = a2NI 2F | NBaz2NI ¥F2N Nbadife DuviSeiidzies f SYA (1 S 3
A Judean military fortress, destroyed in the battle against the Romans (Norman Golb)

I NBald aiz2lehtrépatO@ YV/SNIBDAY 3 / FyaAREE SO

A fortified farm (Yizhar Hirschfield)

Father Roland de Vaux, who excavated the site in 1951/56, first promulgated the view of the site as an
Essene monastery. Adding to the conspiracy theories regarding the scrolls is the fatd Weux died
in 1971 without publishing his final report on the site. The report still has not been published to this

day, although theéEcole Bibliqueddzo f A a KSR LIK2G2a yR LXIya FNRBRY RS

I+

The timeline established by de Vaux foe thite is something like this:

)l
)l
)l

g century B.Cc earliest signs of habitation

2" century B.C- the site is reoccupied after a long abandonment

31 B.C.- an earthquake damaged the site, causing cracks (which can still be seen today) in
foundations and ®irs

68 A.D- the site was destroyed (out of the 1200 coins that were found at the site, none dated after
68 A.D.), and perhaps briefly occupied by the Roman army
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Qumran in the late 1 4Gé£rly 19504Libraryof Congress l-BDIGmatpc-13008)

The perod of time related to the theory that the site is connected with the sectarians is from the re
occupation in the 2 century B.C. to the destruction in 68 A.D. This time period, of course, correlates
roughly with the estimated ages of the scrolls.

So howdid de Vaux decide that the site was an Essene monastery? One part of the puzzle is a quote

from Pliny the Elder (239 A.D.), which states that the town of En Gedi (see map), which is located

o2dzi YARglI & R2gy (KS gSadoberad RPFad&ksdSt SEERI{SBSF
G[eAy3 o0St2p (GKS 9aasSysSa ¢la FT2NN¥SNIe GKS (2gy 2F 9y
land and in its groves of palm trees, but now like Jerusalem a heap offashes 6 ¢ KS t S2LJX S 2F (K S
ScrollsEssenes or Sadducegd3@mes C. Vanderkam, Bible Review, April 1991)

This seems plausible enoughi KSNB | NBy Qi Fyeé 20KSNJ (y26y ariasSa c
O2dzA R KI @S 0SSy |y 9aaSyS aSidatSySyio 31e88P6ANT
R2SayQi YSIy aaz2dzZikKk 2F¢é¢3 o6dzi NI GKSN) GKIFIG GKS 9aas

Other reasons given by de Vaux as to why the site was 1) an Essene monastery and 2) connected with
the scrolls in the caves included:

1 Father deVaux excavated a room where he found two inkwells (a third was later found in another
room) and some strange shdilke objects. Interpreting that the shdike objects were desks, he
LINEYLIife OKNR&AGSYSR GKS NR2Y (ef$ and deCided thad RisNA dzY ¢
was where the scrolls must have been written.

¢CKS aaONRLIG2NRdzYé G vdzZYNIy

1 He excavated a large room which contained a number of dishes and goblets, and called it the
ANBTFSOU2NRE O Yy20KSNJ YSRASOIE Y2yl aGAO0 GSNXYU
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1 He excavated0 graves out of the 1200 on the site. Finding on#ly\Bomen/children, he decided
that this fit well with the idea of a site populated by celibate males

1 He interpreted the elaborate water/cistern system as evidence of the importance of water
purification rites to the inhabitants

1 Pottery found in caves and at the site were similar. Also, a kiln was found that may have fired the
pottery found in the caves.

While interesting, the evidence put forth by Roland de Vaux that Qumran was an Essene monastery is
inconclusive. Among the arguments against the concept:

1 No manuscripts of any kind were found in the site excavation, although other organic materials
were found, such as palm leaves, wood, reeds, etc.

1 When attempts were made to reonstruct the shelfike objects, it seems to show that they would
be the wrong height to act as desks.

1 Robert Donceel, and his wifPauline Donceéloute were engaged by th&cole Biblique et
Archeologique Francaige write a final report based on the notes of Father de Valkey have
argued thatde Vaux found many luxury goods during his excavation, which are not in keeping with
an ascetic group like the Essenes.

1 The 1200 coins discovered within the site seem to indicate that Qumran might have been some sort
of commercial ceter

1 No synagogue was found

1 No religious objects were found in the excavations

The arguments continue to this day.

The Scrolls & Christianity

Since the original discovery of the scrolls, a number of theories have been voiced regarding whether
there is a onnection between the scrolls and Christianity. Do the scrolls undermine Christian doctrine?
Did the Sectarians have any connection with early Christians? Did the sect serve as some sort of
prototype for later Christians?

In my opinion, the scrolls werwritten by a late intefTestamental Jewish group, probably some form of
Essenes. The scrolls do nothing to challenge core Christian beliefs, but they do much to help illuminate
the context out of which Christianity grew a very Jewish context, but natecessarily the Jewish
context that was assumed before the discovery of the scrolls.

Prior to the discovery of the scrolls, most of our views on what comprised Judaism at the time of Jesus
came from the only group which survived the fall of JerusalenDiA.D.¢ the Pharisees (which would
become the rabbinical Jewish movement that is still with us today). With the discovery of the scrolls, we
find that Jewish theology was much more varied than has been previously thought.

The Jews of the scrolls show aisheology that was much more apocalyptic and much more messianic
than was understood before the discovery. Prior to the discovery of the scrolls, most Christians and
Jews viewed Jewish apocryphal, apocalyptic works such as 2 Esdras or Enoch (ljeas dduditscrolls
would seem to indicate that such apocalyptic writings may have represented the mainstream Jewish
thought of at least one of the three major Jewish sects at the time of Christ.
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The scrolls indicate that many doctrines that would lateretéiold in Christianity grew out of the soil of
an older Jewish tradition. Predestination, belief in angels, adesiéloped concept of hell and the devil
(Sheol/Abaddon and Belial, in the scrolls), and even (possibly) the belief in a divine messiabulcho w
suffer at the hands of his doubters are all found in the scrolls.

Does this challenge the validity or originality of Christianity? Not at all. Christians have always viewed
that the Old Testament was a precursor to the Newnd that the Old Testaant describes a divine
Messiah that would find his fulfillment in Jesus Christ. But the Old Testament ends about 400 years
before the birth of Christ.

The scrolls help fill in the theological gaps in the development of (some) Jewish thought in the inte
Testamental period. The gaps in question help explain why Jesus, who did not fit the traditional
messianic warrior/king profile that we had heretofore thought was expected in Israel 2,000 years ago,
might have been accepted as readily as he was. Thepeaxs that there was a Jewish tradition of a
GadzZFFSNAY I aSNDIyildé¢ YSaaral KT IyR GKSNB YlIeé Sg@gSy
would be divine.

This in no way suggests that the sectarians were prototypical Chrisittres sectarians hé a strong

belief that upholding the Mosaic law and adhering to ritual purity were the paths to salvati@mdly
doctrines of Pauline theology! However, the scrolls do describe elements of a tradition that existed in
Judaism that would eventually sptiff into Christianity and rabbinical Judaism:

G{ SO2yR ¢SYLX S WdzRcAay Oly y2g 06S &aSSy Fa | (NI yaj:
apocalypticism of the period gradually gave away to rabbinic Judaism, on the one hand, and Christianity,

on the other Indeed, it is now clear that the Second Temple period was a kind of sorting phofides

Significance of the Scragllsawrence Schiffman, Bible Review, Oct. 1990)

The scrolls speak a language that would have been understood by the early Christidnig a
recognizable even today. Two examples follow.

Compare scroll 4Q525 (Cave 4, fragment 525) with MafL5:3

nvpHp d.ftS&daSR (GKS YlIy ¢6K2 KIFa FGidFrAYySR 2A4aR2Y |yR ¢l
who speaks truth] with a pure hearhd who does not slander with his tongue/...Blessed is he who seeks
62AaR2Y0 $AGK LJz2NBE KIyR& yR gK2 R2Sa y20 32 | TSN K¢

6ald pYo bL=%0 .t SaaSR INB GKS LI222NJAY &LANRGET F2NJ(
(Mat5:4 NIV) Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

(Mat 5:5 NIV) Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

(Mat 5:6 NIV) Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

(Mat 5:7 NIV) Rissed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

(Mat 5:8 NIV) Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

(Mat 5:9 NIV) Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.

(Mat 5:10 NIV) Blessed are those who are pertatbecause of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom

of heaven.

(Mat 5:11 NIV) Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil
F3FAyad &2dz 6SOFdzaS 2F YSod¢

Compare scroll 4Q521 with Mat 11:5:
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nvpHM & obKabd tife 8artie v@iSisten to His Messiah...Over the poor His spirit will hover and will

renew the faithful with His power...He...liberates the captives, restores sight to the blind, straightens the

blent]...The Lord will accomplish glorious things whitave never been seen...He will heal the wounded,

YR NB@GAGBGS GKS RSIR FyR ONARYy3 3I22R ySga (2 (GKS LI22 N
6ald mMmYp bL*0 G¢KS o0fAYR NBOSAQGS aA3aKix GKS tIYS ¢
the dead are raised, andtfi@2 2 R ySéa Aa LINBFOKSR (2 (GKS LJ22NWE

Messianic comparisons

The scrolls seem to indicate that the sectarians may have been expecting a divine messiah that would
AdzZFFSNI G GKS KFEyRa 2F KAa RSUGNI Ol2NB P LWIKNAIRFHIE y
in Isaiah to pertain to the messiah. The scrolls give added support to this view.

hyS SyA3ayYlFdiAaAO aONepftt asSSvya (2 RAaOdzaa GKS YSaaail
GSYaSYyRSNBREX 2NJ aFl GKSNBRé o6& D2RY
MVHY KMV { Il & miylofifanmous ménK[Bosé siirantned to] the gathering of the community

council, when [Godpegets the Messiah with the®é 6 ¢ NI yaf I SR o6& Cf2NBylGAy2 DI
p. 66)

In a commentary on 2 Samuel 7:14, a messianic figure from the line of Balstussed who will rule
at the end of time:

nvmMtTn GPPPKS A& GKS . NIyOK 2F 51 @OAR oK2 aAKIff NARASODc

H {FY TYMn bL=z%z0 L sAftf 065 KA& Tl GKSNEhmMwiR KS GAff
KS NRR 2F YSys: gA0GK Ff233Ay3a AyFEtAOGSR o0& YSydé
K

S FNRY a 2F 7T
2 TKAa 6AGK

nvHnc & !wll €dma ©O éakti2.yf] and great carnage among countries...[] the kings of Assyria [and

Eglypt...[he] will be great on earth...all will serve...he will be called great...and by his name he will be

RSaA3dylI iSRoPPQ{ 2y 2F D2BQagkikfif | KIKRS QISR GR{E YRl ¥f 2K

be an everlasting kingdom and all his ways will be truth. He will jud[ge] the earth in truth and all will

make peace. The sword will cease from the earth and all provinces will worship him. TheagtesillG

0S8 KA& LI GNRYyOPDI A& a20SNBAIyde Aa SOSNIFadAy3d a2 dSNI

6[dz2l S MYoH bL=z%O al1'S gAatt oS AINBIG YR gAft 0SS OFffS

the throne of his father David,

(Luke 1:33NIV) andhefvil NEAJy 2@SNJ 4GKS K2dzaS 2F WI 0206 FT2NBISNI K

Another enigmatic scroll seems to prove that (some) Jews at the time of Jesus interpreted the Isaiah
GAdZFFSNAY I ASNBIyG¢ LI aal3aSa | a NiiyFSaManyighoralz G KS
of the children of his generation. And finally, in an unfortunately incomplete fragment, there is
RA&AOdzaaA2y 2F aKFy3IAy3I¢é FyR aftSt y24d GKS ylFAf FLL
about the same personsan the earlier quotes.

nvpnm Gl S gAft G2yS F2NI Ittt (GKS OKAfRNBY 2F KAa 3ISy
[pelople. His word is like a word of heaven, and his teaching is in accordance with the will of God. His
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eternal sun wil shine, and his light will be kindled in all the corners of the earth, and it will shine in the
darkness. Then the darkness will pass away [frflom the earth, and thick darkness from the dry land...

They will speak many words against him, and they witin many [lie]s and fictions against him and
speak shameful things about him. Evil will overthrow his generation...His situation will be one of lying and
violence [and] the people will go astray in his days, and be confounded...

.anddonotafficttt 6SF 1 o6& glaidAyad 2N KFIyIJaydoodown[ Si6 y2i (K
The Suffering Servant at Qumradohn J. Collins, Bible Review, Dec. 1993)

Other theological similarities

There are other similarities between the scroll theology andisfihn theology. For example, the
Thanksgiving Psalm talks about how righteousness only comes from God. Compare to Paul in Romans:

Thanksgiving Psalnk L  {y2¢ (GKIF{d NARIKGS2dzaySaa R2Sa y2i0 o0Stz2y3
blamelessness of conduct; oK S a2 &G |1 A3IK D2R o6Sft2y3 ff g2NJa 2F NA:
Ow2Y MYMT bL=%0 GC2NJ Ay (GKS 32aLISt | NAIKGS2dzaySaa 7
FNRY FANRG G2 fléuz 2dzald +ra Q@i A& GNARGOISYY WEKS NRIK(
Ow2Y oYmMn bLz%0O 'é AG A& GNRGOISYY WeKSNB Aa y2 2yS NJ
6w2Y oYmMM bL%0 GKSNB A& y2 2yS 6K2 dzyRSNRGI yYyRazI y?2

As in Christianity, the scrolls attach great importance to the influence of the Holy Spirit on iatBvidu

iGFrof AAaKSR SEOSLI o0&
ya 2T Yl yoé 0. dZNNER 4 & 3
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Manual of Disciplined . dzi Ay | ALIANRG 2F GNHzS O2dzyaSt F2NJ G§KS gl ¢
so that he will look at the light of life, and in a holy spirit he will be united in his truth; andilhéeav

cleansed from all his iniquities; and in an upright and humble spirit his sin will be atoned, and in the

submission of his soul to all the statutes of God his flesh will be cleansed, that he may be sprinkled with

water for impurity and sanctify hingst ¥ A GK gF G§SNJ 2F Of Sl yySaaodé 0. dzNNER 6

The scrolls indicate a strong belief in predestination:

Manual of Disciplinea LY (G KS&a$S Gg¢2 aLANRGE INB GKS 2NAIAyaE 27F | f
the hosts of men have their inheritaadn their generations. In the ways of the two spirits men walk. And

Fff GKS LISNF2NXIFYyOS 2F GKSAN)I 62N} a Aa Ay GKSANI Gg2 R
YdzOK 2NJ f AdGGE ST F2NIIFEf GKS LISNA2Ra 2F SUOUSNyAde oé 0.

And firally, the scrolls seem to illuminate a language that would later be echoed in the Gospel of John.
Because of the references togos,and the comparison between light and darkness in the first chapter

of the Gospel of John, poor John has been accusedeaf/ing from being too Hellenized, to (gasp)

0SAYy3I I aSONBG 3Iy2z2aidAroOH ¢KS aONRffa aSSYy G2 AYyR)
not Greek or gnostic roots, but...Jewish roots, which is, of course, exactly what we should expect from

John!

Manual of Discipliné 9 GSNE G KAy 3 GKI G Aa KS SadrofAakKSa o6& KAa Ll
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Manual of DisciplineoD2 R& G ONBIF SR YIy (2 KI@S R2YAYyA2Yy 2@SNI (K
that he might walk by them until the ajginted time of his visitation; they are the spirits of truth and of

error. In the abode of light are the origins of truth, and from the source of darkness are the origins of

error. In the hand of the prince of lights is dominion over all sons of riglsiteess; in the way of light

they walk. And in the hand of the angel of darkness is all dominion over the sons of error; and in the ways

of darkness they walk. And by the angel of darkness is the straying of all the sons of righteousness...but
theGodofda N Sf FyR KAa Fy3aSf 2F GNHz2IK KI @S KStLISR Fff (KS

OW2KY MYM bLz%0O LY GKS 06S3IAYyYyAy3d sla GKS 22NRI FyR
(John 1:2 NIV) He was with God in the beginning.

(John 1:3 NIV) Throhdhim all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.
(John 1:4 NIV) In him was life, and that life was the light of men.

OW2KY mMYp bLz%0O ¢KS tA3IKGE aKAySa Ay GKS RIFENjJyS&aazr o dz

A Gospel among thecrolls?

One more theory should be mentioned, if for no other reason that it has received a great deal of press.
wW2aS hQ/FffFraKrys F {LIyArAakK wWSadzad o0SftAS@Sa GKIG
Mark. The theory is just (barely) possibl@ave 7 was unique because all 18/19 fragments found were

in Greek (most of the other scrolls are in Hebrew or Aramaic). Greek was, of course, the language of the
early Christians, but it was also the language of Hellenized Jews.

hQ/ ffl 3K af scbBQa IS @dnaMark 8:53. However, the fragment only contains 20
DNBS] fSGOSNBO® hyte wmn OFy 6S NBIR gA0GK lye OSSN
Graham Stanton identifies the letters (in bold) that exist in the fragment:
a..for they did not understandbout the loaves, but thie hearts were hardened
And when they had crossed over, they came to land en&saret and moNB R (1 K S AdGaspdi o d b ¢ 6
among the ScrollsTGraham Stanton, Bible Review, December 1995)
Summary

TheDead Sea Scrolls, the greatest archaeological find of tie@tury, have much to tell us about the
Jewish roots of Christianity, and provide a richer illumination of Judaism at the time of Christ then was
heretofore possible. In the words of Hershbh8ks, editor of Biblical Archaeology Review:

62 KAtS GKS aONRft

ta GSff dza y2GKAyYy3 RANBOGfe& |o62dzi WS
iKS fI-)/EIdZI-E!S WS a dza éLJ2‘1§Z 0 2dzi &dzOK O2YOSH&:I]GE§ a4 Wa$s
SENI& /KNRAGAFYE dzyRSNRG22R FyR AYGSNLINBGSR GKS | S¢

contemporaries, and about the other Jewish movements that were swirling around in the ideological and

theological maelstrom of Judea at the time. If the dsremphasize anything with regard to Christianity,

it is that Jesus and his message were very much relategwere part of and grew out of what was
KFELIWSYAy3a Ay GKS O2y(iSYLI2NIyS2dza WSGAEAK $2NI ROE 0 { KlI

Timeline

c. 250 B.C| First of the Dead Sea Scrolls are written

175¢ 164 | Rule of Seleucid ruler Antiochus Epiphanes IV, who ma
B.C. KIS 0SSy GKS LINRG2GeLIS ¥
RSaztl GA2ye Ay 51 yASt
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Date Event

173 B.C. | High Priest Onias lll deposed by Antiochus Epiphanes |
and replaced by Jason
170¢ 168 | Antiochus Epiphanes IV desecrates the Temple at
B.C. Jerusalem and kills 40,000 Jews
c. 167 Beginning of Maccabean revolt under Judas Maccabeug
141¢ 37 Rule of the Hasmonean dynasty in Palestine
B.C.
63 B.C. Pompey anneas Palestine
68 A.D. Last of the Dead Sea Scrolls are written
June, 69 | According to Josephus, Vespasian had a garrison at Jef
A.D. This may have been the garrison that destroyed Qumra
3¢ Early Church Father Origen writes of a findingiblical
century manuscripts in a jar near Jericho!!
c. 325 Still extantCodex Vaticanusreated- Old Testament
350 A.D. | based on Septuagint
c. 350 Codex Sinaiticumow in the British Museum) writtenOld
A.D. Testament based on Septuagint
800 A.D. | Letter by Nestorian patriarch of Seleucia, Timotheus
discusses books found 10 years earlier in a cave near
Jericho
10" Oldest extant Masoretic Text of Hebrew Bible writien
century Aleppo Codex; partially burned by Syrian mobs in 1947
c. 1005 Oldest extabhcomplete Masoretic Text writteq Leningrad
Codex
1897 Solomon Schechter finds first known copy of b@mascus
Documenin Cairo, later also found at Qumran
Feb. 1947 | According to one version, the scrolls are discovered by
Bedouin Muhammad Ahmad-elamned, when searching
for some lost sheep
April 1947 | The Bedouin brings the scrolls to Bethlehem; eventually
scrolls purchased by Faidi Salahi (for $14) and 4 by Khg
Iskander Shahin (a.k.a. Kando);
1 Kando takes the scrolls to the Syrian Orthodox
archbishop of Jerusalem Mar Athanasius Yeshue
Samuel
9 Salahi takes his 3 scrolls to Hebrew University
archaeology professor Eleazer Lupa Sukenik
Summer | Scrolls declared worthless by Stephan Hannan Stephan
1947 the Department of Antiquities of Palestine
Jan¢ Mar Samuel buys the four scrolls from Kando, reported|
Mar. 1948 | paying $100; scrolls taken to the American School of
Oriental Research in Jerusalem. Photos of the scrolls al
sent to William Foxwell Albright at Johns Hopkins
University.
May 14, State of Israel declared; Arab states of Syria, Egypt,
1948 Lebanon, and Transjordan (Jordan) invade Israel
May 15, |[da& KSFNIASAG O2y aANI Gdz | G
1948 RAaO0O20SNE 2F Y2RSNYy GAYSa
Albright, Shanks, p. 18)
Jan. 1949 | Samuel brings scrolls to United States, at the invitation
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Date Event

Professor Millar Burrows of Yale (also Director of the
American School of Oriental Research in Jerusalem)
Jan. 1949 | Professor Solomon Zeitlin of the Dropsie College claims
Habakkuk Qmmentary medieval in origin
Jan. 28, A Jordanian captain named AkkastZebn discovers the
1949 original cave from which the seven scrolls were taken; 7
fragments from other documents are also found
Fall 1949 | Mar Samuel scrolls displayed at the Ligraf Congress
1950 1 ¢KS 5SIR {SI {ONRtta 2%
published by American School of Oriental Research
1 Professor Sukenik issues second volume of the
| SONBg ! yAGSNEAGEQA YIY
1951/56 Khirbet Qumran, located south of the scroll caves, is
excavated by Father Roland de Vaux of the Fré&tudie
Biblique et Archeologique Francaise
March a2NB OF@Sa Ay vdzYNrycl NBI

1952 fragments of Ezekiel, Psalms, Jubilees & unknown work
found ¢ also, the copper scroll
1952 Bedouin findfragments from over 500 manuscripts in

&/ I @&no imtact scrolls. Scrolls found as much as a
meter under the cave floor.

late 1952 | Kando brings first batch of Cave 4 fragments to Palestin
Archaeological Museum (later, the Rockefeller Museum
eventually, all fragments are purchased by the Presiden
the Museum, Roland de Vaux, for about $2.80 per squal

centimeter
1953/4 Team of scholars assembled by the Jordanians to sort
translate the Cave 4 fragments
June 1, Mar Samuel places clsified ad in the Wall Street Journal
1954 to sell the scrolls

f aG¢KS C2dzNJ 5 §Biblical{Maruscript® NR
dating back to at least 200 BC, are for sale. This w
be an ideal gift to an educational or religious
AyaaAalddziAzy o6& |y AYRAQD

1954 Scrolls eventually purchased through an intermediary fo

$250,000 by archaeologist Yigael Yadin for the State of

Israel. Yadin is the son of Eleazer Lupa Sukenik.

Feb. 13, Israeli prime minister Moshe Sharett holds press

1955 conference to announce #t the seven original Dead Sea
Scrolls are now all in Israel.

Spring New finds in Caves 7/10. Cave 7 contained 19 fragmen

1955 Greek

1956 Cave 11 discovered by the Bedougrthree intact scrolls;

Leviticus (written in préBabylonian exile scriptPsalms
(including unknown Psalms), Temple Scroll

1957 Concordance begun of neBiblical scrolls from cave 4;
manuscripts assigned to various scholars on the scroll t
1959 Father Jozef Milik publishes translation and commentary

on Copper Scroll
1959/60 John Allego conducts search for Copper Scroll treasure
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