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Christian Theology and History Adult Sunday School Courses 
Robert Jones 

www.sundayschoolcourses.com 
 

LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜen a strong believer in adult Sunday School classes and Bible studies in our churches.  And many 
churches have quality, Biblically-based adult-focused programs.  Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to 
ŘƻǿƴǇƭŀȅ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ education (not a bad thing in itself), or focusing on the needs of 
ǘƘŜ άǳƴŎƘǳǊŎƘŜŘέΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙƛǎǘory and theology are often purposely ignored. 
 
Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the Bible and the basic tenets and history of the 
Faith.  Among the reasons: 
 

¶ Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the church ς adult Sunday School classes/Bible 
studies may be their first serious introduction to what Christianity is all about 

¶ Christianity (and especially Evangelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular 
culture (movies, music, etc.).   We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith against 
ŀǘǘŀŎƪ όƻǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ άǊŜŀŘȅ ŘeŦŜƴǎŜέ ŀǎ tŜǘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎ ƛƴ м tŜǘŜǊ 3:15) 

¶ Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history 
of their Faith 

 
To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and those just starting out in the 
ά{ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘέύΣ LΩǾŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church.  The topics represented in these courses are 
intended to both further the parǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŀƛǘƘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 
apologetics. 
 
While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High School and 
College projects, especially the courses focused primarily on historical aspects.   
 
One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I come from a Reformed 
Church background), but I hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughout the various courses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Front Cover: The Shrine of the Book in Jerusalem, modern home of the Dead Sea Scrolls (photo by Barbara Brim) 
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Introduction 
Manual of Discipline:  ά!ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ 
to turn from all evil and to lay hold of all that he commanded according to his will, to be separated from 
the congregation of the men of error, to become a community in law and in wealth, answering when 
asked by the sons of Zadok, the priests who keep the cƻǾŜƴŀƴǘΦΦΦέ όaƛƭƭŀǊ .ǳǊǊƻǿǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǇΦ отсύ 

 
The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls (parts of 800 manuscripts found in 11 
caves) near Qumran on the Dead Sea is the archaeological find of the 20th 
century (photo to right: Library of Congress LC-DIG-matpc-13012).  Fifty years 
after the initial discovery, all of the scrolls have been published, but the 
controversies around the scrolls have not abated.  Among the questions still 
blazing: 
 

¶ Was the site (Qumran), located below the scroll caves, connected with the 
scrolls? 

¶ Was Qumran an Essene monastery or a Jewish fortress?  A fortified farm, 
or a villa rustica for wealthy vacationers? 

¶ Are the scrolls the private library of an offbeat Jewish sect (perhaps the Essenes), or are they the 
library of the Temple of Jerusalem, taken to the caves of the Dead Sea for safekeeping during the 
destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.? 

¶ Do the scrolls undermine Christianity, or simply add greater context to our understanding of the 
Jewish roots of Christianity? 

¶ Is the fabulous trŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǇǇŜǊ {ŎǊƻƭƭ ǊŜŀƭΚ  LŦ ǎƻΣ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ άƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ WǳŘŜŀƴ 
desert, waiting to be found? 

 
In addition to the theological and archaeological arguments above, other controversies regarding the 
scrolls have arisen, including: 
 

¶ The modern story of the scrolls has played out against a background of two wars (the 1948 and 1967 
Arab-Israeli wars).  An armed Israeli force captured the Palestine Archaeological Museum (which 
housed the Cave 4 scrolls) during the 1967 Six Day War. 

¶ Prior to the (unauthorized) publication of the scrolls in 1991 (see below), more than 50% of the Cave 
4 scrolls had not yet been made available to the public or to scholars.  This had led some to question 
whether the scrolls were being kept from publication because they contained controversial material.  
(In 1991, both Biblical Archaeology Review and the Huntington Library published the scrolls in their 
entirety, against a background of threatened lawsuits from the official scroll publication team.) 

¶ The Chief Scroll Editor John Strugnell resigned in 1990 after making seeming anti-Semitic comments 
in an interview with an Israeli journalist 

 
The controversies swirl on, but in the meantime, we have the scrolls themselves to ponder and to study.  
 
This booklet will present a brief survey of current scroll scholarship, and discuss what the scrolls can tell 
us about the Jewish roots of Christianity in the inter-Testamental period. 
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Discovery of the Scrolls 
Even though the scrolls were initially found just over 50 years ago (well within the living memory of 
many people), the story of how they were found, and how they came to be in the hands of scholars is 
hardly clear-cut.  The lack of clarity is understandable, though, when one considers that most of the 
scrolls were discovŜǊŜŘ ōȅ .ŜŘƻǳƛƴǎ ƛƴΣ Ƙƻǿ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘΣ άǳƴŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘέ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 
expeditions.   
 
In (perhaps) the most common version, the initial scroll discovery occurred in February 
or March of 1947 when a Bedouin named Muhammad Ahmad el-Hamned (on right in 
thŜ ǇƘƻǘƻύ ǎǘǳƳōƭŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά/ŀǾŜ мέ ǿƘŜƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ 
lost sheep.  In the cave were 7 (or 8, in some versions) almost intact scrolls found in 
earthenware jars. 
 

Continuing with the most common version, in April 1947, the Bedouin(s) brought the 
scrolls to Bethlehem, and offered them for sale to two antiquities dealers.  Eventually three scrolls were 
purchased by Faidi Salahi (it is said, for $14) and four by the mysterious Khalil Iskander Shahin (a.k.a. 
Kando).  From this point, the story becomes a bit clearer. 
 

 
View of some of the caves above Qumran (Photo by Barbara Brim) 

 
Between April of 1947 and early 1948, the two antiquities dealers sold their respective scrolls to 
scholars.  Kando sold his four scrolls to the Syrian Orthodox archbishop of Jerusalem, Mar Athanasius 
Yeshue Samuel (at the Syrian Orthodox Monastery of St. Mark).  The scrolls (which reportedly sold for 
about $100) included: 

¶ Isaiah (complete version) 

¶ Manuel of Discipline 

¶ Commentary on Habbakuk 

¶ Genesis Apocryphon  
 
Salahi sold his three scrolls to Hebrew University archaeology professor Eleazer Lupa Sukenik in 
November of 1947.  The three scrolls sold to Sukenik included: 

¶ Thanksgiving Psalms 

¶ War Scroll 

¶ Isaiah 
 
Mar Samuel took his four scrolls to the American School of Oriental Research in Jerusalem (where, in 
time, another famous player in the Scrolls saga would become involved ς Millar Burrows).  After the 
scrolls were photographed (starting Feb. 21, 1948), copies were sent to prominent Biblical archaeologist 
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William Foxwell Albright at Johns Hopkins University.  The famous reply from Albright was quick to 
come: 
 
άaȅ ƘŜŀǊǘƛŜǎǘ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǘƛƳŜǎΗΦΦΦL ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ŀ 
date around 100 B.C.!...What an absolutely incredible find!  And there can happily not be the slightest 
Řƻǳōǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘΦέ  ό²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ CƻȄ !ƭōǊƛƎƘǘΣ {ƘŀƴƪǎΣ ǇΦ муύ  

 
While there would be various attacks on the antiquity of the scrolls (Solomon Zeitlin of Dropsie College 
in Philadelphia argued that the Scrolls were medieval in origin, connected with the Jewish sect known as 
the Karaites), in time, most scholars would agree that the scrolls dated from about 250 B.C. to the fall of 
Jerusalem (70 A.D.)   
 
Over the next several years, more scrolls were found in more caves (11 caves in all) ς most notably in 
мфрн ǿƘŜƴ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ 9ȊŜƪƛŜƭΣ tǎŀƭƳǎΣ WǳōƛƭŜŜǎ ϧ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ά/ŀǾŜ оέΣ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƛƎƳŀǘƛŎ ά/ƻǇǇŜǊ {ŎǊƻƭƭΦέ  !ƭǎƻ ƛƴ мфрнΣ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊ рлл Ƴanuscripts were found by 
.ŜŘƻǳƛƴǎ ƛƴ ά/ŀǾŜ пέΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ŀǾŜ п ǎŎǊƻƭƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ {ŎǊƻƭƭ 
controversies of the late-1980s/early-1990s.  While the Cave 4 scrolls were translated and cataloged as 
far back as 1960, by 1985, only 50% had been published. 

About the Scrolls Themselves 
In all, parts of 800 manuscripts were discovered in 11 caves in the Qumran area.  Fewer than twelve 
scrolls were discovered more or less intact ς the other scrolls were in over 25,000 fragments!  Two 
hundred of the scrolls were books of the Hebrew Bible, representing every book of the Old Testament 
except possibly Esther.  Among the more bountifully represented of the Old Testament texts (most were 
not complete copies): 
 

Psalms  39 

Deuteronomy 36 

Isaiah 22 

Exodus 17 

Genesis 15 

Leviticus 13 

Numbers 8 

 
Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭέ ōƻƻƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΣ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀǇƻŎǊȅǇƘŀƭ ǿƻǊƪǎ όƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ 
the Catholic or Protestant Bibles) were found ς the Book of Jubilees, for example.  Also, 20 fragmentary 
copies of the Book of Enoch (I) written in Aramaic were found (prior to this discovery, the only extant 
translation was Ethiopic). 
 
What was intriguing (or perhaps frightening in some quarters) was the content of the other 600 scrolls ς 
previously unknown Psalms, Old Testament commentaries (Isaiah, Hosea, Nahum, Habakkuk), 
apocalyptic writings, and a set of scrolls that seemed to define the laws of an unknown Jewish sect. 
 
Most of the scrolls were written on goatskin or sheepskin.  A few were on papyrus; one was on copper.  
aƻǎǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ IŜōǊŜǿ όǿƛǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ нр҈ ƛƴ !ǊŀƳŀƛŎύΣ ōǳǘ мф ƛƴǘǊƛƎǳƛƴƎ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ά/ŀǾŜ 
тέ ǿŜǊŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƪ ς the language of the early Christians.   
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Interestingly enough, the 20th century scroll discoveries werŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ άŦƛƴŘǎέ ƻŦ ǎŎǊƻƭƭǎ ƛƴ 
the area.  In the 3rd century, Early Church Father Origen wrote of a finding of Biblical manuscripts in a jar 
near Jericho!  In 800 A.D., Timotheus, the Nestorian patriarch of Seleucia wrote in a letter of a cache of 
books found 10 years earlier in a cave near Jericho.  Some scholars believe that both references could 
have been to the Qumran scrolls. 
 
So, where did the scrolls come from?  Who wrote the scrolls?  Why were they placed into caves near the 
Dead Sea?  The answers to these questions are significant not just from a scholarly or archaeological 
perspective ς they are equally (potentially) important from a theological perspective.  Here are some of 
the theories (and the possible theological relevance): 
 

¶ The scrolls were the library of an obscure sect of Essenes, who lived in a monastery at Qumran (the 
settlement below the caves).  This was the initial view taken by many scholars in the 1940s and 
1950s.  If it is true (and it could still be the correct interpretation), then any diversion from accepted 
Christian or Jewish beliefs found in the scrolls could be passed off as being those of an obscure 
group of ascetics.  John Romer (who believes in theory number 3 below), states: 

 
ά¢ƘŜ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ ƻŦ ǘƘƛs golden monastery by a bright blue sea, filled with pious, scribbling 
monks at work on mountains of religious texts, appealed to many historians and the public alike and 
was quickly enshrined in several best-selling books.  This had the great advantage of distancing the 
5ŜŀŘ {Ŝŀ {ŎǊƻƭƭǎΩ ǘŜȄǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƻŦ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΦ  !ƴȅ ŘŜǾƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǊǘƘƻŘƻȄȅ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƻƭƭǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ǉǳǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻŘŘƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǎǎŜƴŜ ƻǊŘŜǊΦέ  όwƻƳŜǊΣ ǇΦ мплύ 
 

¶ Noting that many of the scrolls are often carelessly written, Eleazer Lupa Sukenik viewed that the 
caves were used as a genizah.   άGenizah in Hebrew refers to a storage area where holy books and 
ƻǘƘŜǊ IŜōǊŜǿ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ΨƘƛŘŘŜƴ ŀǿŀȅΩ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǳǎŀōƭŜΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŘƛǎŎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ 
would be an act of disrespectΦέ  (The Significance of the Scrolls, Lawrence Schiffman, Bible Review, Oct. 

1990).  If this view of the scrolls is correct - that the Qumran caves are a sort of trash bin for 
discarded works - there is also no need to be concerned regarding any potential doctrinal 
peculiarities contained within. 

¶ A third theory, held by John Romer, and Professor Norman Golb of the University of Chicago is that 
the scrolls were brought from Jerusalem to Qumran for safekeeping during the first Jewish Revolt 
(around 68-70 A.D.). 

 
If this view is correct ς that the Dead Sea Scrolls are the library of the very Temple of Jerusalem, 
then the Scrolls represent the mainstream of Jewish thought at the time of Christ.  Deviations in the 
scrolls from currently accepted doctrine would not really be deviations, because they would be...the 
true source of Judaism!  Clearly (if this theory is correct), this would have a strong theological 
impact.  
 
In favor of this view is the fact that similar fragmentary texts (14) were found at Masada (35 miles 
South of Qumran), perhaps demonstrating that the style of texts was not limited to a small ascetic 
body at Qumran.  Mitigating against this view is the aforementioned fact that many of the scrolls 
ǿŜǊŜ ǎƭƻǇǇƛƭȅ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ όǘƘǳǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōe sacred writings from the Temple), and the fact that 
none of the scrolls appear to be from the Pharisees or Sadducees. 
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Isaiah (St. Marks) 
One of the first intact scrolls found in Cave 1 was the Isaiah scroll which eventually was brought to Mar 
Samuel at SǘΦ aŀǊƪΩǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŎǊƻƭƭ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǊƛǇǎ ǎŜǿŜŘ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŜƴŘΦ  Lǘǎ ǎƛȊŜ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ м 
ft. x 24 ft.  The Hebrew text is in 54 columns.  Scholars date it to about 125 B.C. (at the time, the oldest 
part of the Hebrew Testament ever found).   
 

Two points of special interest can be made about this scroll (and, indeed, the Hebrew Testament scrolls 
in general).  First ς even though this scroll predates the previously oldest complete version of the 
Hebrew Testament (Masoretic Text) by 1,000 years (the 10th century Aleppo Codex), there is remarkable 
similarity between the texts. This suggests that a thousand years of copying have not in any way 
significantly altered the meaning of the text.   
 
The second point of interest is that, in some places where there is a difference from the 10th century 
A.D. Masoretic Text, the Dead Sea version agrees with the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the 
Hebrew Testament favored by the early Christians.  This suggests that the Septuagint may be of equal 
validity to the Masoretic Text as a foundation for our modern Old Testament. 

 
άhŦ ǘƘŜ мсс ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ LǎŀƛŀƘ роΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǎŜǾŜƴǘŜŜƴ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢Ŝƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ 
simply a matter of spelling, which does not affect the sense.  Four more letters are minor stylistic changes, 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨƭƛƎƘǘΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǾŜǊǎŜ ммΣ 
and does not affect the meaning greatly.  Furthermore, this word is supported by the LXX [Septuagint] and 
IQ Is.  Thus, in one chapter of 166 words, there is only one word (three letters) in question after a 
thousand years of transmission ς and this word does not significantly change the meaning of the 
ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜΦέ  όEvidence That Demands a Verdict, Josh McDowell, p. 58)   

Thanksgiving Psalms  
¢ƘŜ ά¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ tǎŀƭƳǎέ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴ п ǇƛŜŎŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜŘΣ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ мн ŎƻƭǳƳƴǎΣ ŜŀŎƘ 
about 13 inches high.  The document is comprised of about twenty heretofore unknown Psalms.  Some 
scholars have suggested that the Psalms were written by the enigmatic teacher of righteousness, 
mentioned in the Habakkuk Commentary, and the Damascus Document.  And indeed, there are places in 
the text where it appears that the author is someone of special significance: 
 
ά¢Ƙƻǳ ŘƛŘǎǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜ ŀ ōŀƴƴŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ righteous elect, 
ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƛƴ ǿƻƴŘǊƻǳǎ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛŜǎΦέ ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ плмύ 
 

The Psalms have a seeming apocalyptic flavor to them, especially describing the contrast between the 
άǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ŜƭŜŎǘέΣ ǘƘŜ άŀǊƳȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻƭȅ ƻƴŜǎέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴέ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
άŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .Ŝƭƛŀƭέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŜǎέΦ  Lƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ 
reminiscent of Revelation, such as: 
  
άΦΦΦŦƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǾŜǎ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǎƘŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ǘƻ ŀ Ƴŀƴ-child; 
with pains of Sheol he bursts forth 
from the crucible of the pregnant one, 
a wonderful counselor with his power; 
ȅŜǎΣ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦƻǊǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǾŜǎΦΦΦέ ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ плоύ 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀƳŜǎΤ 
the roots of flint become torrents of pitch. 
It devours to the great abyss; 



10 
 

the torrents of Belial burst into Abaddon; 
the sentient beings of the abyss roar 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƛǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǊǳǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƳƛǊŜΦέ  ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ плрύ 
 

One might also find a theology that would probably have been looked upon with favor by the Apostle 
Paul (and Martin Luther and John Calvin) ς that man on his own is so perverse, that he is unworthy of 
ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ όǎŜŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ά¢ƘŜ {ŎǊƻƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅέύΥ 
 
άCƻǊ L ŀƳ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƻŦ ŎƭŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƪƴŜŀŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ 
the company of nakedness and source of uncleanness, 
a furnace of iniquity and frame of sin, 
a spirit of error and one perverted, without understanding, 
ŀƴŘ ǘŜǊǊƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘǎΦέ  ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ пллύ 

Manual of Discipline 
The Manual of Discipline (also known aǎ ǘƘŜ άwǳƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέύ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ 
ƛƴ /ŀǾŜ мΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘΣ ƛǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΦ  Lǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ фΦрέ Ȅ сΩΦ  
Underscoring the potential significance of the document is the fact that ten additional (fragmentary) 
copies were found in Cave 4. 
 
The curious title was given to the book by Millar Burrows, who, as director of the 
American School of Oriental Research in 1947, was one of the first to examine the 
ǎŎǊƻƭƭΦ  .ǳǊǊƻǿǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘǎ άŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛon of liturgical directions with rules 
concerning procedure in the meetings of the group and the personal conduct of the 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎέ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ōƻƻƪ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
Manual of Discipline.   (Burrows, p. 24) 
 
The document Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴέ ƻŦ ŀ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƻǊŘŜǊ 
όŀƴŘ ȅŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άƻǊŘŜǊέ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ нΣллл ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǘŜȄǘΗύΦ  Lǘ Ƙŀǎ 
been compared with the Christian Didache and Apostolic Constitutions of the 2nd-4th centuries. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ŦƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘǎΣ ƴŀƳŜŘ ōȅ .ǳǊǊƻǿǎ ŀǎ ά9ƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǾŜƴŀƴǘέΣ ά¢ǿƻ {ǇƛǊƛǘǎ 
ƛƴ aŀƴέΣ wǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǊŘŜǊέΣ ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜ /ƭƻǎƛƴƎ tǎŀƭƳέΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄŎŜǊǇǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ όά¢ƘŜ {ŜŎǘŀǊƛŀƴǎέύΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǉǳƻǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ά9ƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ /ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘέ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΥ 
 
άΦΦΦǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΤ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ DƻŘΦΦΦΤ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǳǇǊƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ ƘŜ 
commanded through Moses and through his servants the prophets...to love all the sons of light, each 
according to his lot in the counsel of God, and to hate all the sons of darkness, each according to his guilt 
ƛƴ ǾŜƴƎŜŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ  ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ отмύ 

Damascus Document 
The Damascus Document, so named because there are seven references to Damascus contained within, 
was first found in Cairo genizah in 1897 by Solomon Schechter of Cambridge.  Like the Manual of 
Discipline, multiple copies of the document were found in the Dead Sea Scrolls (at least ten).  Also like 
the Manual of Discipline, the document describes a series of statutes regarding a mysterious religious 
ƻǊŘŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŜ άǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ½ŀŘƻƪέΥ 

 



11 
 

ά¢ƘŜ {ƻƴǎ ƻŦ ½ŀŘƻƪ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ŀōƛŘŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŘŀȅǎΦέ  
(Burrows, p.  352) 
 

¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ǇŀǊǘǎΦ  tŀǊǘ hƴŜ ƛǎ ŀ  άIƛǎǘƻǊȅκ9ȄƘƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴέΤ tŀǊǘ ¢ǿƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜǎ ƻǊ ƭŀǿǎΦ  
Intriguingly, the Damascus Document refers to many of the same characters described in the Habakkuk 
Commentary ς The teacher of righteousness, the man of the lie, the preacher of the lie, etc. are all 
mentioned.  Because of this similarity in characters, many people feel that the two must have been 
ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎŜŎǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ άǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴew 
ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ 5ŀƳŀǎŎǳǎέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘΦ 
 
²ŜΩƭƭ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄŎŜǊǇǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

Commentary on Habakkuk 
¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƻƴ Iŀōŀƪƪǳƪ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ рΦрέ Ȅ р ŦǘΦΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǿƛǘh Habakkuk 1:5.  Interestingly 
enough, it is written in the style of many modern Bible Commentaries, quoting a verse, and then 
expounding on it.  The commentary seems to connect the scripture with a series of contemporary 
figures of whom only titles are given.  The figures include the teacher of righteousness (perhaps the 
founder of the Sectarians), the preacher of the lie, the man of the lie, and the wicked priest.  We are also 
ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ άYƛǘǘƛƳέ όŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊ {ŎǊƻƭƭύΦ  Lƴ the commentary on 
Habakkuk 1:17, the text states: 
 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ YƛǘǘƛƳΣ ǿƘƻ ŎŀǳǎŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƻ ǇŜǊƛǎƘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǿƻǊŘ ς youths, men, and old men; women and 
little children ς ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳō ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƳŜǊŎȅΦέ  ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ остύ 

 
Many theories have been propounded as to the identity of the Kittim.  The two most popular are 1) the 
Romans or 2) the Macedonians (or their successors, the Seleucids of Syria.)  
 
We will examine the possible identities of teacher of righteousness and the wicked priest in a 
forthcoming section. 

Copper scroll 
Perhaps the most enigmatic of all of the 800 Dead Sea Scrolls is the Copper Scroll, so named because it 
was contained on two small rolls of copper sheeting, measuring about 12 inches 
high.  The Scroll was found on a ledge at the back of Cave 3 in 1952.  Professor 
H. Wright-Baker at Manchester College of Technology opened the scroll by 
cutting it into 23 sections with a saw. 
 
The scroll attracted immediate worldwide interest because it appears to list the 
locations of a fabulous treasure - 64 locations in all.  By some estimates, the 
gold described within would weigh between 58-174 tons, worth up to a billion 
ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǘŜǊƳǎΦ 
 
John Allegro, one of the original editors on the Cave 4-scroll team, conducted a search for the treasure 
sites in 1959/60.  No treasure was found, but this is understandable because the descriptions of the 64 
sites are quite enigmatic: 
 
ά.ȅ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƻǳǘƭŜǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƛƴ ǇƛǇŜΣ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ Ŏǳōƛǘǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŦƭƻǿ ǘŀƴƪΥ ул 
talents ƻŦ ƎƻƭŘ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǊǎΦέ 
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άLƴ ǘƘŜ ώŘǊŀƛƴϐ ǇƛǇŜ όΚύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ ǇŀǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ώ¢ϐǊŜŀǎǳǊȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōŜǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜΥ ǘƛǘƘŜ 
ƧŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎǊƻƭƭǎ ƛƴ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƧŀǊǎΦέ όWƻƘƴ !ƭƭŜƎǊƻΣ άThe Treasure of the Copper ScrollέΣ 5ƻǳōƭŜŘŀȅΣ мфспύ 

 
It is possible that possession of the Copper Scroll in and of itself is not sufficient to find the treasure.  
¢ƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀƴ άŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘǎέ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ 
item, which may be necessary to locate the treasure. 
 
If the treasure described is real (and not apocalyptic, for example), it is obviously far too great an 
amount to have been the treasury of an obscure sect of desert monks.  It would almost have to be the 
treasure of the Temple of Jerusalem.  This would seem to lend credence to the view that the Dead Sea 
Scrolls themselves are the library of the Temple, although some scholars have argued that, because the 
scroll was found on a ledge, and was not buried on the cave floor, it may not have any connection with 
the other scrolls. 
 
The scroll is now on display at the Amman (Jordan) Archaeological Museum. 

MMT ς aƛǉǎŀǘ aŀΩŀǎŜƘ Ƙŀ-Torah 
Unlike the other scrolls described so far, the MMT has only been recently published.  The nomenclature 
ƳŜŀƴǎ ά{ƻƳŜ tǊŜŎŜǇǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǊŀƘέ ƻǊ ά{ƻƳŜ ²ƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀǿέΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ όōȅ ǎƻƳŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎύ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ 
solving the riddle of the Dead Sea Scrolls.  To others, it is an interesting, but not especially illuminating 
document. 
 
The MMT (of which fragments of 6 separate copies have been found) is in three parts.  The first part, 
comprised of 21 lines, appears to be a calendar ς one item of note is that the group that wrote the MMT 
used a 364-day calendar.  The next section contains 20/21 laws, with ritual purity being the most 
common theme.  
 
The last section, generally described as an epilogue, may describe why the sect separated from those 
ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀǿǎΦ  hƴŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ǊŜŀŘǎ άǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέΣ ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5Ŝŀd Sea Scrolls are the library of a Jewish desert sect. 
 
Elisha Qimron, one of the publishers of this scroll, believes that MMT is a letter from the teacher of 
righteousness to the wicked priest.  John Strugnell, former Chief Scroll Editor, and co-publisher of MMT 
believes it is not a letter, but simply a work about the law and the Qumran community calendar.  The 
passages that seem to support the idea that MMT is a letter include: 
 
ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ όƛƴŘŜŜŘύ ǎŜƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŎŜǇǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǊŀƘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ decision, for your welfare 
and the welfare of your people...Consider all these things and ask Him that He strengthen your will and 
remove from you the plans of evil and the device of Belial so that you may rejoice at the end of time, 
finding that some of ƻǳǊ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΦΦΦέ  όFor This You Waited 35 Years?,  Biblical Archaeology 
wŜǾƛŜǿΣ bƻǾκ5ŜŎ ΩфпΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ 9ƭƛǎƘŀ vƛƳǊƻƴ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ {ǘǊǳƎƴŜƭƭύ 
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War Scroll ς Scroll of the War of the Sons of Light Against the Sons of Darkness 
 

 
War Scroll (Library of Congress LC-DIG-matpc-13011) 

 
ά¢ƘŜ ²ŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴǎ ƻŦ [ƛƎƘǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴǎ ƻŦ 5ŀǊƪƴŜǎǎέΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎƘƻǊǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ ά²ŀǊ {ŎǊƻƭƭέΣ 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŀ ǿŀǊ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘέ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎΣ ƭŜŘ ōȅ .ŜƭƛŀƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
ǎŎǊƻƭƭ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ фΩ Ȅ сέΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ мф ŎƻƭǳƳƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŎǊƻƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘΥ 
 
ά!ǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ 
darkness, the army of Belial, against the troops of Edom and Moab and the sons of Ammon, against the 
people of Philistia, and against the troops of the Kittim of Assyria, and with them as helpers the violators 
of the covenant.  The sons of Levi, the sons of Judah, and the sons of Benjamin, the exiles of the desert, 
shall fight against them with their forces with all their troops, when the exiles of the sons of light return 
from the desert to encamp in the desert of Jerusalem.  And after the battle they shall go up from there 
against the king of the Kittim in Egypt...And the dominion of the Kittim shall come to an end, so that 
ǿƛŎƪŜŘƴŜǎǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƭŀƛŘ ƭƻǿ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ǊŜƳƴŀƴǘΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƴƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎΦέ  
(Burrows, p. 390) 

 
Once again, note the appearance of the mysterious Kittim, which, in this context, seem more to 
represent any foreigners that fight against the Israelis, rather than a particular group.   
 
bƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ .Ŝƭƛŀƭ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ŜǾƛƭ όάǘƘŜ ŀǊƳȅ ƻŦ .Ŝƭƛŀƭέύ ς a term used in several other 
scrolls, and also (once) by Paul, in the New Testament: 
 
όн /ƻǊ сΥмр bL±ύ  ά²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǊƳƻƴȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ .Ŝƭƛŀƭ Κ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ŀ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ 
ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΚέ 

 
It may be inferred that the scroll is describing an apocalyptic, end-times battle, although this is not 
outlined explicitly in the text.  The text is very specific about the order of battle, the requirements for 
the leaders, the numbers of the troops of the sons of light, etc. At one point, it describes that the sons of 
light will have 28,000 men of war and 6Σллл ŎƘŀǊƛƻǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻƳ άǎƘŀƭƭ ǇŜǊǎǳŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǿŀǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǘƻ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 
¢ƘŜ ǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŎŀǊǊȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀƴƴŜǊǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ /ŀƭƭŜŘ ƻŦ DƻŘέΣ ά¢ƘŜ tǊƛƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ 
DƻŘέΣ ά¢ƘŜ hǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘέΣ ά¢ƘŜ /ƘƛŜŦǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴέΣ ά¢ƘŜ ¢ǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘέΣ ά¢ƘŜ 
wƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘέΣ ά¢ƘŜ DƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘέΣ ά¢ƘŜ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘέΣ ά¢ƘŜ wƛƎƘǘ IŀƴŘ ƻŦ DƻŘέΣ ά¢ƘŜ 
!ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƻŦ DƻŘέΣ ά¢ƘŜ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘέΣ ά¢ƘŜ ¢ǊƛōŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘέ ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜ !ǊƳƛŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘέΦ 
 
In favor of the text beiƴƎ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀǇƻŎŀƭȅǇǘƛŎ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άIƻƭȅ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ŀǊŜ 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǊƳƛŜǎέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƴƎŜƭ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΥ 
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ά¢ƻŘŀȅ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƭŀȅ ƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƛŎƪŜŘƴŜǎǎΤ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ 
will send eternal help to the lot he has redeemed by the power of the angel he has made glorious for rule, 
Michael, in eternal light, to give light in joy to all Israel, peace and blessing to the lot of God, to exalt 
among the gods the rule of Michael and ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƭƭ ŦƭŜǎƘΦέ  ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ  оффύ 
 

This is, of course, at least somewhat similar in tone to passages in the 12th chapter of Revelation: 
 
όwŜǾ мнΥт bL±ύ  ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǿŀǊ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƎƻn, and the 
dragon and his angels fought back. 
 
(Rev 12:8 NIV)  But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. 
 
(Rev 12:9 NIV)  The great dragon was hurled down--that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who 
leads the whole world ŀǎǘǊŀȅΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ƘǳǊƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΦέ 

The Teacher of Righteousness 
There are several mysterious characters or groups of people that appear in multiple scrolls, including the 
aforementioned Belial, the Kittim, etc.  But perhaps the figures that have received the most attention in 
the modern history of the scrolls (although less so in recent years) are the mysterious teacher of 
ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘƻǊΣ ǘƘŜ άǿƛŎƪŜŘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘέΦ   
 
The teacher of righteousness is mentioned specifically in both the Habakkuk Commentary and the 
Damascus Document, and (perhaps) by inference in the MMT and Thanksgiving Scroll.  Some scholars 
view that the teacher was the leader or founder of the sect.  Certainly, the teacher is accorded special 
powers: 
 

Commentary on Hab 1:4 ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŎƪŜŘ Ƴŀƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŎƪŜŘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ Ƴŀƴ ƛǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΦέ  ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ  осрύ 
 
Commentary on Hab 2:1 ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΣ ǘƻ ǿƘƻƳ DƻŘ ƳŀŘŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
mysteries ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΦέ  ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ  осуύ 
 
Damascus Document ά!ƴŘ DƻŘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƘŜŀǊǘΤ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ 
ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΦέ ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎ, p. 195) 
 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǳƴŦŀƛǊƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǿƛŎƪŜŘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘέΥ 
 

Commentary on Hab 2:8  ά¢ƘŜ ǿƛŎƪŜŘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘΣ ǿƘƻƳΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ 
and the men of his party, God delivered into the hand of his enemies, afflicting him with a destroying 
ǎŎǊƻǳǊƎŜΣ ƛƴ ōƛǘǘŜǊƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǎƻǳƭΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ŀŎǘŜŘ ǿƛŎƪŜŘƭȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ŜƭŜŎǘΦέ  ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ мроύ 
 
Commentary on Hab 2:15 ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŎƪŜŘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘΣ ǿƘƻ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ in 
order to confound him at the indignation of his wrath, wishing to banish him; and at the time of their 
festival of rest, the Day of Atonement, he appeared to them to confound them and make them stumble 
on the day of their fasting, their sabbath of restΦέ  ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ отлύ 

 
In some places, the teacher seems to have almost messianic properties: 

Damascus Document άΦΦΦǘƘŜ ŀǊƛǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŘŀȅǎΦέ  ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ 
354)  
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Commentary on Hab 2:4 ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŜǊǎ ƻŦ the law in the house of Judah, whom God will rescue 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀōƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΦέ 
(Burrows, p. 149) 

 
²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ άǿƛŎƪŜŘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘέ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘΣ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ destiny: 
 

Commentary on Hab 2:5 ά¢ƘŜ ǿƛŎƪŜŘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻƻƪ 
office; but when he had begun to rule in Israel, his heart was lifted up, and he forsook God and betrayed 
the statutes for the sake of wealth.  He plundered and assembled the wealth of men of violence who 
rebelled against God.  He took the wealth of peoples, adding to himself iniquity and guilt; and ways of 
ŀōƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŜ ǿǊƻǳƎƘǘΣ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƛƳǇǳǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǳƴŎƭŜŀƴƴŜǎǎΦέ  ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ осуύ  
 
Commentary on Hab 2:17 άDƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ǳǇƻƴ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ƘƛƳΣ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǇƭƻǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ 
ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊΦ  !ƴŘ ŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǎŀȅǎΣ ΨŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƭŀƴŘΩΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ 
is Jerusalem, in which the wicked priest wrought abominablŜ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦƛƭŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΦέ 
(Burrows, p.  370) 
 

Almost from the time that the scrolls were initially found, the guessing game started ς who was the 
teacher of righteousness?  Who was the Wicked Priest?  Among the theories: 
 

¶ The teacher of righteousness was Onias III, the Chief Priest who was deposed by Syrian King 
Antiochus Epiphanes in c. 175 B.C. 

¶ The wicked priest could be Jason, the brother of Onias and successor as high priest, or Menelaus, 
who succeeded Jason.  Menelaus was the patron of Antiochus Epiphanes IV, the Seleicid ruler who 
ŘŜǎŜŎǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ ŎΦ мсу .Φ/Φ όŀƴŘΣ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ άŀōƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ŘŜǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ 
Daniel).   

¶ The wicked priest could be Aristobulus II or Hyrcanus II, who ruled at the end of Hasmonean Jewish 
dynasty  

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŎƪŜŘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ŀǊŜ άǎǳǇŜǊ-ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭέ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ 
historical personages 

¶ The teacher of righteousness was Jesus (the scrolls seem to date to a period too early to support this 
hypothesis).  This view is popular with those that feel that the Sectarians are Ebionites, or early 
Christians. 

¶ The teacher of righteousness is Hilkiah, the Chief Priest during the reign of King Josiah 

¶ The teacher of righteousness is a title, not a specific person 

¶ Jesus as the Wicked Priest, John the Baptist as the teacher of righteousness (again, the scrolls seem 
to date to a period too early to support this hypothesis) 

¶ DŜȊŀ ±ŜǊƳŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά²ƛŎƪŜŘ tǊƛŜǎǘέ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ aŀŎŎŀōŜǳǎΥ  
 
ά¢ƘŜ ŎƘǊƻƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘed in the preceding section locate the period in which this 
inidividual flourished between the reign of Antiochus Epiphanes (175-164 BCE) and the probable date of 
the foundation at Qumran (150-140 BCE). During that time, five men held the office of High Priest. Three 
of them were pro-Greek: Jason, Menelaus and Alcimus. The remaining two were the Maccabee brothers, 
Jonathan and Simon. All the Hellenizers can be eliminated as candidates for the role of 'Wicked Priest' 
since none can be said to have enjoyed anything like good repute at the beginning of their ministry. Jason 
and Alcimus fail also because neither was killed by an enemy, as implied in 1QpHab VIII-IX. Jason died in 
exile (2 Mac. v, 7-9) and Alcimus in office (I Mac. ix, 54-6). The Maccabee brothers, by contrast, meet all 
the conditions. The careers of both men fall easily into two stages, marked, in the case of Jonathan, by his 
acceptance of the High Priesthood from Alexander Balas, and in the case of Simon by his willingness to 
become a hereditary High Priest. Both were also 'instruments of violence' and both died by violence. 
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Jonathan is nevertheless to be chosen rather than Simon because he alone suffered the vengeance of the 
ϥ/ƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ DǊŜŜŎŜέ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ϥǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ƻŦ the nations', whereas Simon was 
murdered by his son-in-law (I Mac. xvi, 14-16). A gallant defender of Jewish religion and independence, 
Jonathan succeeded the heroic Judas in 161 BCE when the latter fell in battle. But he qualified for the 
epithet 'Wicked Priest' when he accepted in 153-152 BCE from Alexander Balas, a heathen usurper of the 
Seleucid throne who had no right to grant them, the pontifical vestments which Jonathan was not entitled 
to wear. Captured later by a former general of Alexander Balas, Tryphon, he was killed by him at Bascama 
ƛƴ ¢ǊŀƴǎƧƻǊŘŀƴ όм aŀŎΦ ȄƛƛƛΣ ноύΦέ  ό¢ƘŜ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 5ŜŀŘ {Ŝŀ {ŎǊƻƭƭǎ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ DŜȊŀ ±ŜǊƳŜǎΣ ǇΦ слκсмύ 

 
Under this latter theory, the Teacher of Righteousness was a Zadokite priest who left the Temple in 
protest when a non-½ŀŘƻƪƛǘŜΣ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴΣ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘƘƻƻŘΦ  ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ 
name is lost to history. 
 
The teacher of righteousness attracted a lot of attention in the early days of scroll research, because of 
some seeming parallels with Jesus όŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘΣ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘ ōȅ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ άŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŘŀȅǎέΦύ    

The Scroll Publishing Debates 
With the discovery of the Cave 4 scrolls in 1952, the Ecole Biblique et Archeologique Francaise was faced 
with a daunting task ς assembling 25,000 fragments into what was later estimated to be 500 
documents.  To accomplish this huge task, a team of scholars was assembled in 1953/54 to reassemble, 
translate, and write commentaries on the Cave 4 scrolls.  The team included: 
 

¶ Father Roland de Vaux (Chief Editor) 

¶ Frank Cross from Harvard 

¶ Father Jozef T. Milik (a Pole living in Paris) 

¶ John Allegro from Oxford (an atheist) 

¶ John Strugnell from Oxford (who would later lead the team) 

¶ Abbe Jean Starcky from France 

¶ Father Patrick Skehan from Washington D.C. 

¶ Father Maurice Baillet from France 
 

 
 

Controversy surrounded the team from the beginning.  First, none of the scroll editors were Jewish.  
Second, there were concerns about how the scroll fragments were handled - these extremely fragile 
documents were often handled with bare hands, and were sometimes joined together with scotch tape.  
The fragments also were not stored in a temperature/humidity controlled environment, leading to 
eventual deterioration.  Amazingly, though, the work of assembling and translating the documents was 
essentially done by 1960 ς an amazing feat! 
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However, by 1985, less than half of the Cave 4 scrolls had been published.  This 25 years of seeming 
silence led some to suspect that there was some sort of conspiracy regarding the scrolls ς that they 
were being held back because of potentially explosive material contained within.  The reality is probably 
more mundane ς a combination of lack of funds (funds ran out in the 1960s, after the death of John D. 
Rockefeller) plus personal and political factors, as well as scholarly inertia inhibited further scroll 
publication. 
 
By the late 1980s, the Biblical Archaeology Society, under the heroic efforts of Hershel 
Shanks (right), began a campaign to get the scrolls published.  Major newspapers and 
ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ {ƘŀƴƪǎΩ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ŎǊȅΦ 
 

In September of 1991, to force the issue, Biblical Archaeology Review (edited by 
Hershel Shanks) published a computer-reconstructed translation of the unpublished 
Cave 4 scrolls, using an unpublished concordance that had been created in the late 
1950s.  Also in September, the Huntington Library in San Marino, California published 
photographs of the unpublished scrolls that had been found in a safe in the library.  
Apparently, they had been sent there for safekeeping in the 1950s by the Scroll Team, but no non-
disclosure agreement had ever been signed with the Library.  
 
Finally, in November of 1991, the Biblical Archaeology Society published their own photographs of the 
Scrolls, given to them by ŀƴ ŀƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ άǎŎǊƻƭƭ ŎŀǊǘŜƭέ ǿŀǎ ōǊƻƪŜƴΗ  
 
Eventually, Shanks and the Biblical Archaeology Society were sued by scroll scholar Elisha Qimron of 
Ben-Gurion University, who was reconstructing the aforementioned MMT text.  Qimron eventually won 
the case, and was awarded 100,000 shekels ς but the Cave 4 scrolls are no longer a mystery. 

The Sectarians 
If one accepts that the scrolls are of a particular Jewish desert sect, and not the scrolls of the Temple, 
then the obvious question becomes ς what sect?  Unfortunately (and somewhat maddening), the scrolls 
Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘǎ ƛǎ άǘƘŜ ǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ 
ƭƛƎƘǘέ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ άǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ½ŀŘƻƪέ όǇƻǎǎƛōƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŜŦ tǊƛŜǎǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ YƛƴƎǎ 5ŀǾƛŘ ŀƴŘ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΦύ 
 
1st century Jewish Historian Josephus tells us that there were three Jewish sects at the time of Jesus: 
 
άCƻǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘƛŎŀƭ ǎŜŎǘǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
Pharisees; of the second, the Sadducees; and the third sect, which pretends to a severer discipline, are 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 9ǎǎŜƴǎΦέ  όJewish Wars, Book 2, Chapter 8, William Whiston, Translator) 

 

So, was the Qumran sect one of those three, or was it a group whose name is lost to history?  What do 
the scrolls themselves tell us about the sect?  Taking the Damascus Document and the Manual of 
Discipline together (and assuming that they are rules for the same sect), we might make some of the 
following statements about the sect: 
 

¶ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ άǎǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘέ ƻǊ άŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǊέΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōƻǘƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛŜŦ 
Financial Officer 

¶ Judicial decisions were made by the assembled members of the group 
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¶ Apparently there was community ownership of property (However, the scrolls are a bit ambiguous 
on this point - the Damascus Document talks about 2 days wages from each person being given to 
ǘƘŜ άǇƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘȅέ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘύ 

¶ There appears to have been a required two-stage (one year each) probation period for entry into 
the sect 

¶ They were very focused on ritual purity 

¶ They believed that their purpose was to prepare the way of the Lord by the study of the Law 
 
Manual of Discipline ά²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
they shall be separated from the midst of the session of the men of error to go to the wilderness to 
ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [hw5ΦΦΦ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿΣ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ aƻǎŜǎΦΦΦέ  
(Burrows, 382) 

 

¶ Prayer was an important element of their daily worship  

¶ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ άŀ Ƙƻƭȅ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ŀ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻf the holy of holies for AaronΦέ όaŀƴǳŀƭ ƻŦ 5ƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜΣ 
Burrows, p. 237) 

¶ Those that violated Mosaic law willfully were excommunicated 

¶ They scrupulously obeyed the Sabbath  

¶ There was some degree of hierarchy ς άǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎŜǊ ƻōŜȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊέΦ  άtǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŘŜǊǎέ ǿŜǊŜ 
seated first in community meetings. 

 
In terms of the theology of the sect, the following statements could be made: 

¶ They believed in divine election (predestination) 

¶ They appeared to have strong apocalyptic and eschatological views 
 
Manual of Discipline ά.ǳǘ DƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ Ƙŀǎ 
ordained a period for the ruin of error, and in the appointed time of punishment he will destroy it 
ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΦέ  ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ  отсύ 

¶ They seemed to have believed in two Messiahs ς άǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘǎ 
of Aaron and IsraelΦέ  όaŀƴǳŀƭ ƻŦ 5ƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜΣ .ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ оуоύ 

¶ They defined good and evil in terms of light and darkness 

¶ Man is weak and utterly dependent on God  

¶ Salvation appears to be through 1) the law 2) following the teacher of righteousness and 3) 
ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ DƻŘ άǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƴƴŜŘέ  

 
Damascus Document ά.ǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ƘƻƭŘ Ŧŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜǎΣ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
law, and who listen to the voice of a teacher and coƴŦŜǎǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ DƻŘΣ Ψ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƴƴŜŘΦΦΦΩΤ ǿƘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŜŀǊ ǘƻ 
the voice of a teacher of righteousness...they shall prevail over all the sons of the world, and God will 
ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎŜŜ Ƙƛǎ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦΦΦέ  ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ ортκуύ 

 
(Note:  For further diǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǘŀǊƛŀƴǎΣ ǎŜŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ά¢ƘŜ {ŎǊƻƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅέύ 
 
So who were these people?  The majority view seems to be that they were Essenes, with a growing 
minority that believes that they were a breakaway group of Sadducees.  (A very small minority feels that 
they were Christian Ebionites). 
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The Essenes 

άhƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀŘ {ŜŀΣ ōǳǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƘŀƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀǎǘΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǘǊƛōŜ ƻŦ 
the Essenes, which is remarkable beyond all other tribes in the whole world, as it has no women and has 
renounced all sexual desire, has no money, and has only palm trees for company.  Day by day the throng 
of refugees is recruited to an equal number by numerous accessions of persons tired of life and driven 
thither by the waves of fortune to adopt their manner.  Thus through thousands of ages (incredible to 
ǊŜƭŀǘŜύ ŀ ǊŀŎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ōƻǊƴ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΤ ǎƻ ǇǊƻƭƛŦƛŎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƛǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƴΩǎ 
ǿŜŀǊƛƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΗέ  όtƭƛƴȅ ǘƘŜ 9ƭŘŜǊΣ Natural History; translation from The People of the Dead Sea Scrolls: 
Essenes or Sadducees?, James C. Vanderkam, Bible Review, April 1991) 

 
Most of what we know about the Essenes comes from 1st century Jewish historian Flavius Josephus (c. 
37 ς 95 A.D.), with additions from Pliny the Elder and Philo of Alexandria.  There are many parallels 
between what Josephus tells us about the Essenes, and the picture we have of the Sectarians from the 
scrolls (see following table).  

 
However, there are some differences, too.  For example, Josephus tells us that the Essenes numbered 
about 4,000, and άǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŎƛǘȅΣ ōǳǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŘǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ Ŏƛǘȅέ ς certainly a 
different picture from this seemingly monastic desert sect.  Also, the teacher of righteousness, who is so 
prominent in at least two of the scrolls, is not even hinted at in Josephus.  However, there are enough 
similarities between Josephus and the scrolls to at least build a case for the Sectarians being Essenes, as 
the following quote and table demonstrate: 
 
ά¢ƻŘŘ .Ŝŀƭl concluded that there are 27 parallels between Josephus and the scrolls regarding the Essenes, 
21 probable parallels, 10 cases in which Josephus makes claims about the Essenes that have no known 
parallels among the scrolls, and 6 discrepancies between theƳΦέ  όThe People of the Dead Sea Scrolls: 
Essenes or Sadducees? James C. Vanderkam, Bible Review, April 1991) 

 

Josephus Dead Sea Scrolls 
Abbreviations used:  JA = Jewish Antiquities, JW = Jewish Wars, DD = 
Damascus Document, MOD = Manual of Discipline 

άbor is there any one to be found 
among them who hath more than 
another; for it is a law among them, 
that those who come to them must 
let what they have be common to 
ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƻǊŘŜǊΦΦΦέ όW²Σ .ƻƻƪ нΣ 
Chapter 8) 

άLŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ 
be admitted to the community...his 
wealth and wages shall be put at 
the disposal of the man who has 
supervision over the wages of the 
ƳŀǎǘŜǊǎΦέ όah5Σ .ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ отфύ 

ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ 
to take care of their common 
affairs, who every one of them have 
no separate business for any, but 
what is for the uses of them all.ΦΦέ 
(JW, Book 2, Chapter 8) 

ά!ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
superintendent of the camp: He 
shall instruct the many in the works 
of God...and every one who is 
added to his congregation he shall 
examine him as to his works...and 
no man shall make an agreement 
for buying and selling unless he has 
told the superintendent who is in 
ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇΦΦΦέ  ό55Σ .ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ  оснύ 

ά.ǳǘ ƴƻǿ ƛŦ ŀƴȅ ƻƴŜ ƘŀǘƘ ŀ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƻ 
come over to their sect, he is not 

ά²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ 
within the community, the masters 
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immediately admitted, but he is 
prescribed the same method of 
living which they use for a year... for 
after this demonstration of his 
fortitude, his temper is tried two 
more years; and if he appear to be 
worthy, they then admit him into 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦΦΦέ (JW, Book 2, 
Chapter 8) 

shall be questioned about his 
affairs...the new member shall not 
touch the sacred drink of the 
masters until he has completed a 
second year among the community 
ƻŦ ƳŜƴΦέ  όah5Σ  Burrows, p. 379) 

ά.ǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ 
any heinous sins, they cast them 
ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦέ (JW, Book 2, 
Chapter 8) 

ά!ƴȅ Ƴŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎƎǊŜǎǎŜǎ 
a word of the law of Moses overtly 
or with deceit shall be dismissed 
from the council of the community 
ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ 
(MOD, Burrows, p. 382) 

άΦΦΦǘƘŜȅ Ǉŀǎǎ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜǎ 
of a court that is fewer than a 
ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘΦΦΦέ (JW, Book 2, Chapter 8) 

ά!ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ 
of the congregation: There shall be 
as many as ten men chosen by the 
congregation according to the 
ǘƛƳŜΦέ ό55Σ .ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ орфύ 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ƳŜƴΦΦΦέ όah5Σ 
Burrows, p. 381) 
 

άbƻǿ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
preparatory trial is over, they are 
parted into four classes; and so far 
are the juniors inferior to the 
seniors, that if the seniors should be 
touched by the juniors, they must 
wash themselves, as if they had 
intermixed themselves with the 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƻŦ ŀ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴŜǊΦέ όW²Σ .ƻƻƪ 
2, Chapter 8) 

ά!ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ of the session 
of all the camps: They shall be 
enrolled by their names; the priests 
first, the Levites second, the sons of 
Israel third, and the proselyte 
ŦƻǳǊǘƘΦέ  ό55Σ .ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ оснύ 

ά.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǎǎŜƴǎ ŀŦŦƛǊƳΣ 
that fate governs all things...έ όW!Σ 
Book 13, Chapter 5) 

 ά¢ƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻƳ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ 
he has given them for an eternal 
ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦΦΦέ  όah5Σ .ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ 
388) 

ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǎǇƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦΦΦέ όW²Σ .ƻƻƪ нΣ 
Chapter 8) 

ά! Ƴŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇƛǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ 
the session of masters shall be 
ǇǳƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ŘŀȅǎΦέ όah5Σ 
Burrows,  p. 380) 

ά! ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ǎŀȅǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳŜŀǘΤ 
and it is unlawful for any one to 
taste of the food before grace be 
said. The same priest, when he hath 
dined, says grace again after 
ƳŜŀǘΦΦΦέ όW²Σ .ƻƻƪ нΣ Chapter 8) 

άΦΦΦǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘ ƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ 
hand first to pronounce a blessing 
with the first portion of the bread 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŜΦΦΦέ  όah5Σ .ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ  
378) 

άbƻǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊ ŀƴȅ ŎƭŀƳƻǊ ƻǊ 
disturbance to pollute their house, 
but they give every one leave to 

άΦΦΦǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜƴŘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ 
opinion to the council of the 
community.  A man shall not speak 
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ǎǇŜŀƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǳǊƴΦΦΦέ όW²Σ .ƻƻƪ нΣ 
Chapter 8) 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΩǎ 
words, before his brother finishes 
ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎέ  όah5Σ .ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ 
378/9) 

(Josephus translations from The Life And Works Of Flavius Josephus, by William Whiston, Translator.) 
 

Further backing for the Sectarians-as-Essenes theory may be found in a passage from Pliny the Elder: 
 
ώ9ǎǎŜƴŜǎ ƭƛǾŜϐ άŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǎƘƻǊŜ ώƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ead Sea], far enough to avoid harmful things, a 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƭƻƴŜΦΦΦŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǇŀƭƳ ǘǊŜŜǎΦέ ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ нулύ 

 

This account seems more in keeping with a desert monastic sect than the account of Josephus stating 
ǘƘŀǘ άƳŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŘǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƛǘȅΦέ 
 
One oŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ 9ǎǎŜƴŜκ{ŎǊƻƭƭ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
mention the Essenes, although it mentions the other three groups of Josephus ς Pharisees, Sadducees, 
Zealots.  It is especially mysterious given the fact that Josephus wrote more about the Essenes than 
about the Pharisees and Sadducees combined, and all of the 1st century secular historians wrote about 
the Essenes with such respect and enthusiasm.  Why no Essenes in the New Testament?  Here are some 
possibilities: 
 

¶ Because the Essenes lived in remote places, Jesus never came in contact with them during his 
ministry.  Plus, with only 4,000 Essenes in the Levant, they made up a very small portion of the 
population (there were, for example, about 80,000 people living in Jerusalem alone during the 
time of Christ).  

¶ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎκŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ ǿŜǊŜ 9ǎǎŜƴŜǎΣ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ 
ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƴ άƛƴǎƛŘŜέ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΦ  

¶ The Essenes appear somewhere in the New Testament under another name or description 
ό9ǎǎŜƴŜǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ άtƛƻǳǎ hƴŜǎέΣ άIƻƭȅ hƴŜǎέΣ ƻǊ άIŜŀƭŜǊǎέΦύ 

Sadducees 
A minority view is that the sectarians were a break-away group of Sadducees.  The word sadducee is a 
derivative of zadokite, anŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ƭŀōŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƻƭƭǎ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘŀǊƛŀƴǎ ƛǎ άǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ 
½ŀŘƻƪέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǎŜŎǘŀǊƛŀƴǎ-as-Sadducees is represented here by Professor Lawrence H. Schiffman: 

 
 άL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ {ŀŘŘǳŎŜŀƴ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ ¢Ŝmple service in the 
aftermath of the Hasmonean takeover of the Temple soon after the Maccabean revolt, probably by about 
мрн .Φ/Φ9Φέ  όNew Light on the PhariseesΣ [ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ {ŎƘƛŦŦƳŀƴΣ .ƛōƭŜ wŜǾƛŜǿΣ WǳƴŜ Ωфнύ 
 

One possible argument against the sectarians-as-Sadducees view is that the sectarians seemed to highly 
honor the Old Testament prophets, which was not a practice of the Sadducees (as we understand them). 



22 
 

Qumran 
 

 
 
The function of the site at Qumran, located on the west coast of the Dead Sea, has generated almost as 
much controversy as the scrolls themselves.  Is the site (located below the scroll caves) connected to the 
scrolls?  Was the site an Essene monastery where the scrolls were produced?   
 
Theories regarding the function of the site abound: 

¶ Essene monastery (Father Roland de Vaux) 

¶ ! άvilla rusticaέΣ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜǎƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǊƛŎƘ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳƛǘŜǎ όwƻōŜǊǘ 5ƻƴŎŜŜƭ ŀƴŘ Pauline Donceel-Voute) 

¶ A Judean military fortress, destroyed in the battle against the Romans (Norman Golb) 

¶ ! ǊŜǎǘ ǎǘƻǇ όάŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ entrepotέύ ό/Ǌƻǿƴ ϧ /ŀƴǎŘŀƭŜύ 

¶ A fortified farm (Yizhar Hirschfield) 
 
Father Roland de Vaux, who excavated the site in 1951/56, first promulgated the view of the site as an 
Essene monastery.  Adding to the conspiracy theories regarding the scrolls is the fact that de Vaux died 
in 1971 without publishing his final report on the site.  The report still has not been published to this 
day, although the Ecole Biblique ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŘŜ ±ŀǳȄΩǎ ŜȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƻƴ мффпΦ 
 
The timeline established by de Vaux for the site is something like this: 

¶ 8th century B.C. ς earliest signs of habitation 

¶ 2nd century B.C. - the site is re-occupied after a long abandonment 

¶ 31 B.C. - an earthquake damaged the site, causing cracks (which can still be seen today) in 
foundations and stairs 

¶ 68 A.D. - the site was destroyed (out of the 1200 coins that were found at the site, none dated after 
68 A.D.), and perhaps briefly occupied by the Roman army 
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Qumran in the late 1940s-early 1950s (Library of Congress LC-DIG-matpc-13008)  

 
The period of time related to the theory that the site is connected with the sectarians is from the re-
occupation in the 2nd century B.C. to the destruction in 68 A.D.  This time period, of course, correlates 
roughly with the estimated ages of the scrolls. 
 
So how did de Vaux decide that the site was an Essene monastery?  One part of the puzzle is a quote 
from Pliny the Elder (23-79 A.D.), which states that the town of En Gedi (see map), which is located 
ŀōƻǳǘ ƳƛŘǿŀȅ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀŘ {ŜŀΣ ǿŀǎ άƭȅƛƴƎ ōŜƭƻǿέ ŀ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ǎǎŜƴŜǎΥ 

 
ά[ȅƛƴƎ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ 9ǎǎŜƴŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ 9ƴƎŜŘƛΣ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǊǘƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ 
land and in its groves of palm trees, but now like Jerusalem a heap of ashesΦέ  ό¢ƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀŘ {Ŝŀ 
Scrolls: Essenes or Sadducees?, James C. Vanderkam, Bible Review, April 1991) 

 

This seems plausible enough ς ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǎƛǘŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 9ƴ DŜŘƛ ŀƴŘ vǳƳǊŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ 9ǎǎŜƴŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǎƻƳŜ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƻǎǘǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƭȅƛƴƎ ōŜƭƻǿέ 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ άǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦέΣ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9ǎǎŜƴŜǎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ 9ƴ DŜŘƛΦ 
 
Other reasons given by de Vaux as to why the site was 1) an Essene monastery and 2) connected with 
the scrolls in the caves included: 
 

¶ Father de Vaux excavated a room where he found two inkwells  (a third was later found in another 
room) and some strange shelf-like objects.  Interpreting that the shelf-like objects were desks, he 
ǇǊƻƳǇǘƭȅ ŎƘǊƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ǘƘŜ άǎŎǊƛǇǘƻǊƛǳƳέ όŀ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ƳƻƴŀǎǘƛŎ ǘerm), and decided that this 
was where the scrolls must have been written.  

 

 
¢ƘŜ άǎŎǊƛǇǘƻǊƛǳƳέ ŀǘ vǳƳǊŀƴ 

 

¶ He excavated a large room which contained a number of dishes and goblets, and called it the 
άǊŜŦŜŎǘƻǊȅέ όŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ƳƻƴŀǎǘƛŎ ǘŜǊƳύ 
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¶ He excavated 50 graves out of the 1200 on the site.  Finding only 3-4 women/children, he decided 
that this fit well with the idea of a site populated by celibate males 

¶ He interpreted the elaborate water/cistern system as evidence of the importance of water 
purification rites to the inhabitants 

¶ Pottery found in caves and at the site were similar.  Also, a kiln was found that may have fired the 
pottery found in the caves. 

 
While interesting, the evidence put forth by Roland de Vaux that Qumran was an Essene monastery is 
inconclusive.  Among the arguments against the concept: 
 

¶ No manuscripts of any kind were found in the site excavation, although other organic materials 
were found, such as palm leaves, wood, reeds, etc. 

¶ When attempts were made to re-construct the shelf-like objects, it seems to show that they would 
be the wrong height to act as desks. 

¶ Robert Donceel, and his wife Pauline Donceel-Voute were engaged by the Ecole Biblique et 
Archeologique Francaise to write a final report based on the notes of Father de Vaux.  They have 
argued that de Vaux found many luxury goods during his excavation, which are not in keeping with 
an ascetic group like the Essenes. 

¶ The 1200 coins discovered within the site seem to indicate that Qumran might have been some sort 
of commercial center 

¶ No synagogue was found 

¶ No religious objects were found in the excavations 
 
The arguments continue to this day. 

The Scrolls & Christianity 
Since the original discovery of the scrolls, a number of theories have been voiced regarding whether 
there is a connection between the scrolls and Christianity.  Do the scrolls undermine Christian doctrine?  
Did the Sectarians have any connection with early Christians?  Did the sect serve as some sort of 
prototype for later Christians? 
 
In my opinion, the scrolls were written by a late inter-Testamental Jewish group, probably some form of 
Essenes.  The scrolls do nothing to challenge core Christian beliefs, but they do much to help illuminate 
the context out of which Christianity grew ς a very Jewish context, but not necessarily the Jewish 
context that was assumed before the discovery of the scrolls. 
 
Prior to the discovery of the scrolls, most of our views on what comprised Judaism at the time of Jesus 
came from the only group which survived the fall of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. ς the Pharisees (which would 
become the rabbinical Jewish movement that is still with us today).  With the discovery of the scrolls, we 
find that Jewish theology was much more varied than has been previously thought. 
 
The Jews of the scrolls show us a theology that was much more apocalyptic and much more messianic 
than was understood before the discovery.  Prior to the discovery of the scrolls, most Christians and 
Jews viewed Jewish apocryphal, apocalyptic works such as 2 Esdras or Enoch (I) as oddities.  The scrolls 
would seem to indicate that such apocalyptic writings may have represented the mainstream Jewish 
thought of at least one of the three major Jewish sects at the time of Christ. 
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The scrolls indicate that many doctrines that would later take hold in Christianity grew out of the soil of 
an older Jewish tradition.  Predestination, belief in angels, a well-developed concept of hell and the devil 
(Sheol/Abaddon and Belial, in the scrolls), and even (possibly) the belief in a divine messiah who would 
suffer at the hands of his doubters are all found in the scrolls. 
 
Does this challenge the validity or originality of Christianity?  Not at all.  Christians have always viewed 
that the Old Testament was a precursor to the New ς and that the Old Testament describes a divine 
Messiah that would find his fulfillment in Jesus Christ.  But the Old Testament ends about 400 years 
before the birth of Christ.   
 
The scrolls help fill in the theological gaps in the development of (some) Jewish thought in the inter-
Testamental period.  The gaps in question help explain why Jesus, who did not fit the traditional 
messianic warrior/king profile that we had heretofore thought was expected in Israel 2,000 years ago, 
might have been accepted as readily as he was. There appears that there was a Jewish tradition of a 
άǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘέ ƳŜǎǎƛŀƘΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘέ 
would be divine.  
 
This in no way suggests that the sectarians were prototypical Christians ς the sectarians had a strong 
belief that upholding the Mosaic law and adhering to ritual purity were the paths to salvation ς hardly 
doctrines of Pauline theology!  However, the scrolls do describe elements of a tradition that existed in 
Judaism that would eventually split off into Christianity and rabbinical Judaism: 
 
ά{ŜŎƻƴŘ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ WǳŘŀƛǎƳ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘŀǊƛŀƴƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ 
apocalypticism of the period gradually gave away to rabbinic Judaism, on the one hand, and Christianity, 
on the other.  Indeed, it is now clear that the Second Temple period was a kind of sorting processΦέ (The 
Significance of the Scrolls, Lawrence Schiffman, Bible Review, Oct. 1990) 
 

The scrolls speak a language that would have been understood by the early Christians, and is 
recognizable even today.  Two examples follow. 
 
Compare scroll 4Q525 (Cave 4, fragment 525) with Mat 5:3-11: 
 
пvрнр ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŀǘǘŀƛƴŜŘ ²ƛǎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻǎǘ IƛƎƘκΦΦΦώ.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ƛǎ ƘŜ 
who speaks truth] with a pure heart and who does not slander with his tongue/...Blessed is he who seeks 
ό²ƛǎŘƻƳύ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǳǊŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ Ǝƻ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘŜŎŜƛǘŦǳƭ ƘŜŀǊǘΦΦΦέ ό{ƘŀƴƪǎΣ ǇΦ спύ 
 
όaŀǘ рΥо bL±ύ  ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦ 
 (Mat 5:4 NIV)  Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 (Mat 5:5 NIV) Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 (Mat 5:6 NIV)  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
 (Mat 5:7 NIV)  Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
 (Mat 5:8 NIV)  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 (Mat 5:9 NIV)  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. 
 (Mat 5:10 NIV)  Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 
 (Mat 5:11 NIV)  Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ȅƻǳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƳŜΦέ 
 

Compare scroll 4Q521 with Mat 11:5: 
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пvрнм άώ¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀϐǾŜns and the earth will listen to His Messiah...Over the poor His spirit  will hover and will 
renew the faithful with His power...He...liberates the captives, restores sight to the blind, straightens the 
b[ent]...The Lord will accomplish glorious things which have never been seen...He will heal the wounded, 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊΦέ ό{ƘŀƴƪǎΣ ǇΦ срύ 
 
όaŀǘ ммΥр bL±ύ  ά¢ƘŜ ōƭƛƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǎƛƎƘǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƳŜ ǿŀƭƪΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜǇǊƻǎȅ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŦ ƘŜŀǊΣ 
the dead are raised, and the ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƛǎ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊΦέ 

Messianic comparisons  
The scrolls seem to indicate that the sectarians may have been expecting a divine messiah that would 
ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎΦ  /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘέ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǎ 
in Isaiah to pertain to the messiah.  The scrolls give added support to this view. 
 
hƴŜ ŜƴƛƎƳŀǘƛŎ ǎŎǊƻƭƭ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎƛŀƘ ōŜƛƴƎ όŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴύ άōŜƎŀǘέΣ 
άŜƴƎŜƴŘŜǊŜŘέΣ ƻǊ άŦŀǘƘŜǊŜŘέ ōȅ DƻŘΥ 
 
мvнуŀκмv{ŀ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŜmbly of famous men, [those summoned to] the gathering of the community 
council, when [God] begets the Messiah with themΦέ ό¢ǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ōȅ CƭƻǊŜƴǘƛƴƻ DŀǊŎƛŀ aŀǊǘƛƴŜȊΣ {ƘŀƴƪǎΣ 
p. 66) 
 

In a commentary on 2 Samuel 7:14, a messianic figure from the line of David is discussed ς who will rule 
at the end of time: 
 
пvмтп άΦΦΦƘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ .ǊŀƴŎƘ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘ ǿƘƻ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊƛǎŜΦΦΦώǘƻ ǊǳƭŜϐ ƛƴ ½ƛƻƴ ώŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘϐ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΦέ ό{ƘŀƴƪǎΣ ǇΦ суύ 
 
όн {ŀƳ тΥмп bL±ύ  άL ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ƴȅ ǎƻƴΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ L ǿƛƭƭ Ǉǳƴish him with 
ǘƘŜ ǊƻŘ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƭƻƎƎƛƴƎǎ ƛƴŦƭƛŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ƳŜƴΦέ 
 

! ǎǘŀǊǘƭƛƴƎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƻƭƭǎ ǘŀƭƪǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ άŜǾŜǊƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅέΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά{ƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻǎǘ IƛƎƘέΦ  /ƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ [ǳƪŜ мΥон-33: 
 
пvнпс ά!ŦŦƭƛŎǘƛƻƴ will come to earth...[] and great carnage among countries...[] the kings of Assyria [and 
Eg]ypt...[he] will be great on earth...all will serve...he will be called great...and by his name he will be 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘΦΦΦΩ{ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ψ{ƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻǎǘ IƛƎƘΩ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘƛƳΦΦΦΦIƛǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǿƛƭƭ 
be an everlasting kingdom and all his ways will be truth.  He will jud[ge] the earth in truth and all will 
make peace.  The sword will cease from the earth and all provinces will worship him.  The great God will 
ōŜ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΦΦΦIƛǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅΦΦΦέ ό{ƘŀƴƪǎΣ ǇΦ сфύ   
 
ό[ǳƪŜ мΥон bL±ύ  άIŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻǎǘ IƛƎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ƘƛƳ 
the throne of his father David, 
(Luke 1:33 NIV)  and he wilƭ ǊŜƛƎƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ WŀŎƻō ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΤ Ƙƛǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜƴŘΦέ 

 
Another enigmatic scroll seems to prove that (some) Jews at the time of Jesus interpreted the Isaiah 
άǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘέ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŀǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎƛŀƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŎǊƻƭƭ ǘŀƭƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ figure as atoning for all 
of the children of his generation.  And finally, in an unfortunately incomplete fragment, there is 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ άƘŀƴƎƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ άƭŜǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƛƭ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƘƛƳέΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ 
about the same person as in the earlier quotes. 

 
пvрпм άIŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 
[pe]ople.  His word is like a word of heaven, and his teaching is in accordance with the will of God.  His 
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eternal sun will shine, and his light will be kindled in all the corners of the earth, and it will shine in the 
darkness.  Then the darkness will pass away [fr]om the earth, and thick darkness from the dry land... 
 
They will speak many words against him, and they will invent many [lie]s and fictions against him and 
speak shameful things about him.  Evil will overthrow his generation...His situation will be one of lying and 
violence [and] the people will go astray in his days, and be confounded... 
 
...and do not afflict thŜ ǿŜŀƪ ōȅ ǿŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎΦΦΦώ[Ŝǘϐ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƛƭ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƘƛƳΦΦΦέ  ό¢Ǌŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 
The Suffering Servant at Qumran,  John J. Collins, Bible Review, Dec. 1993) 

Other theological similarities 
There are other similarities between the scroll theology and Christian theology.  For example, the 
Thanksgiving Psalm talks about how righteousness only comes from God.  Compare to Paul in Romans: 
 

Thanksgiving Psalm άL ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŀƴΣ ƴƻǊ ǘƻ ŀ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴ 
blamelessness of conduct; to ǘƘŜ aƻǎǘ IƛƎƘ DƻŘ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎέ  ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ оопύ 
 
όwƻƳ мΥмт bL±ύ  άCƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ŀ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘΣ ŀ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ 
ŦǊƻƳ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ƭŀǎǘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΥ Ψ¢ƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ ōȅ ŦŀƛǘƘΦΩ 
όwƻƳ оΥмл bL±ύ  !ǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΥ Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎΣ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƻƴŜΤ 
 όwƻƳ оΥмм bL±ύ  ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘǎΣ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŜŜƪǎ DƻŘΦΩέ 
 

As in Christianity, the scrolls attach great importance to the influence of the Holy Spirit on individuals: 
 

Thanksgiving Psalm ά! ƳŀƴΩǎ ǿŀȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ DƻŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ 
ƳŀƪŜ ōƭŀƳŜƭŜǎǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΦέ  ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ оорύ 
 
Damascus Document ά!ƴŘ ƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ŀƴƻƛƴǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜvelation of 
ǘǊǳǘƘΦέ  ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ орлύ 
 
Manual of Discipline  ά.ǳǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘǊǳŜ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŀƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴƛǉǳƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǘƻƴŜŘΣ 
so that he will look at the light of life, and in a holy spirit he will be united in his truth; and he will be 
cleansed from all his iniquities; and in an upright and humble spirit his sin will be atoned, and in the 
submission of his soul to all the statutes of God his flesh will be cleansed, that he may be sprinkled with 
water for impurity and sanctify himsŜƭŦ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŎƭŜŀƴƴŜǎǎΦέ  ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ отоύ 
 

The scrolls indicate a strong belief in predestination: 
 
Manual of Discipline  άLƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƭƭ 
the hosts of men have their inheritance in their generations.  In the ways of the two spirits men walk.  And 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǿƻ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ 
ƳǳŎƘ ƻǊ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΣ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘǎ ƻŦ ŜǘŜǊƴƛǘȅΦέ  ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ  отрύ 
 

And finally, the scrolls seem to illuminate a language that would later be echoed in the Gospel of John.  
Because of the references to logos, and the comparison between light and darkness in the first chapter 
of the Gospel of John, poor John has been accused of everything from being too Hellenized, to (gasp) 
ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ƎƴƻǎǘƛŎΗ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŎǊƻƭƭǎ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ Ƙŀǎ 
not Greek or gnostic roots, but...Jewish roots, which is, of course, exactly what we should expect from 
John! 

 
Manual of Discipline ά9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜǎ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘƛƳ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŘƻƴŜέ  



28 
 

 
Manual of Discipline  ώDƻŘϐ άŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ Ƴŀƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƳƛƴƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǘǿƻ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎΣ 
that he might walk by them until the appointed time of his visitation; they are the spirits of truth and of 
error.  In the abode of light are the origins of truth, and from the source of darkness are the origins of 
error.  In the hand of the prince of lights is dominion over all sons of righteousness; in the way of light 
they walk.  And in the hand of the angel of darkness is all dominion over the sons of error; and in the ways 
of darkness they walk.  And by the angel of darkness is the straying of all the sons of righteousness...but 
the God of IǎǊŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀƴƎŜƭ ƻŦ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘΦέ  ό.ǳǊǊƻǿǎΣ ǇΦ отпύ   
 
όWƻƘƴ мΥм bL±ύ  άLƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ǿŀǎ DƻŘΦ 
(John 1:2 NIV)  He was with God in the beginning. 
(John 1:3 NIV)  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 
(John 1:4 NIV)  In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
όWƻƘƴ мΥр bL±ύ  ¢ƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƛƴŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ƛǘΦέ 

A Gospel among the scrolls? 
One more theory should be mentioned, if for no other reason that it has received a great deal of press. 
WƻǎŜ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴΣ ŀ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ WŜǎǳƛǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀǾŜ т ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ 
Mark.  The theory is just (barely) possible.  Cave 7 was unique because all 18/19 fragments found were 
in Greek (most of the other scrolls are in Hebrew or Aramaic).  Greek was, of course, the language of the 
early Christians, but it was also the language of Hellenized Jews. 
 
hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘat scroll 7Q5 is from Mark 6:52-53.  However, the fragment only contains 20 
DǊŜŜƪ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΦ  hƴƭȅ мл Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǿƻǊŘ όάŀƴŘέύΦ  
Graham Stanton identifies the letters (in bold) that exist in the fragment: 
 
ά...for they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened 
And when they had crossed over, they came to land at Genessaret and mooǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘΦΦΦέ  όA Gospel 
among the Scrolls?, Graham Stanton, Bible Review, December 1995) 

Summary 
The Dead Sea Scrolls, the greatest archaeological find of the 20th century, have much to tell us about the 
Jewish roots of Christianity, and provide a richer illumination of Judaism at the time of Christ then was 
heretofore possible.  In the words of Hershel Shanks, editor of Biblical Archaeology Review: 
 
ά²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƻƭƭǎ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƻǊ ŜŀǊƭȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ WŜǎǳǎ ǎǇƻƪŜΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ŀǎ ΨaŜǎǎƛŀƘΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ{ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΣΩ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ WŜǎǳǎ ŀnd 
ŜŀǊƭȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ .ƛōƭŜΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳƻŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
contemporaries, and about the other Jewish movements that were swirling around in the ideological and 
theological maelstrom of Judea at the time.  If the scrolls emphasize anything with regard to Christianity, 
it is that Jesus and his message were very much related to ς were part of and grew out of ς what was 
ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀƴŜƻǳǎ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ  ό{ƘŀƴƪǎΣ ǇΦ мфуύ  

Timeline 
Date Event 

c. 250 B.C. First of the Dead Sea Scrolls are written 

175 ς 164 
B.C. 

Rule of Seleucid ruler Antiochus Epiphanes IV, who may 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘƻǘȅǇŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άŀōƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ 
ŘŜǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ 
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Date Event 

173 B.C. High Priest Onias III deposed by Antiochus Epiphanes IV 
and replaced by Jason 

170 ς 168 
B.C. 

Antiochus Epiphanes IV desecrates the Temple at 
Jerusalem and kills 40,000 Jews 

c. 167 Beginning of Maccabean revolt under Judas Maccabeus 

141 ς 37 
B.C. 

Rule of the Hasmonean dynasty in Palestine 

63 B.C. Pompey annexes Palestine 

68 A.D. Last of the Dead Sea Scrolls are written 

June, 69 
A.D. 

According to Josephus, Vespasian had a garrison at Jericho.  
This may have been the garrison that destroyed Qumran. 

3
rd

 
century 

Early Church Father Origen writes of a finding of Biblical 
manuscripts in a jar near Jericho!! 

c. 325 - 
350 A.D. 

Still extant Codex Vaticanus created -  Old Testament 
based on Septuagint 

c. 350 
A.D. 

Codex Sinaiticus (now in the British Museum) written - Old 
Testament based on Septuagint 

800 A.D. Letter by Nestorian patriarch of Seleucia, Timotheus ς 
discusses books found 10 years earlier in a cave near 
Jericho 

10
th

 
century 

Oldest extant Masoretic Text of Hebrew Bible written ς 
Aleppo Codex; partially burned by Syrian mobs in 1947 

c. 1005 Oldest extant complete Masoretic Text written ς Leningrad 
Codex 

1897 Solomon Schechter finds first known copy of the Damascus 
Document in Cairo, later also found at Qumran 

Feb. 1947 According to one version, the scrolls are discovered by 
Bedouin Muhammad Ahmad el-Hamned, when searching 
for some lost sheep 

April 1947 The Bedouin brings the scrolls to Bethlehem; eventually 3 
scrolls purchased by Faidi Salahi (for $14) and 4 by Khalil 
Iskander Shahin (a.k.a. Kando);   

¶ Kando takes the scrolls to the Syrian Orthodox 
archbishop of Jerusalem Mar Athanasius Yeshue 
Samuel 

¶ Salahi takes his 3 scrolls to Hebrew University 
archaeology professor Eleazer Lupa Sukenik 

Summer 
1947 

Scrolls declared worthless by Stephan Hannan Stephan of 
the Department of Antiquities of Palestine 

Jan. ς 
Mar. 1948 

Mar Samuel buys the four scrolls from Kando, reportedly 
paying $100; scrolls taken to the American School of 
Oriental Research in Jerusalem.  Photos of the scrolls are 
sent to William Foxwell Albright at Johns Hopkins 
University. 

May 14, 
1948 

State of Israel declared; Arab states of Syria, Egypt, 
Lebanon, and Transjordan (Jordan) invade Israel 

May 15, 
1948 

άaȅ ƘŜŀǊǘƛŜǎǘ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘ 
ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǘƛƳŜǎΦέ  ό[ŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ CƻȄ 
Albright, Shanks, p. 18)  

Jan. 1949 Samuel brings scrolls to United States, at the invitation of 
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Date Event 

Professor Millar Burrows of Yale (also Director of the 
American School of Oriental Research in Jerusalem) 

Jan. 1949 Professor Solomon Zeitlin of the Dropsie College claims 
Habakkuk Commentary medieval in origin 

Jan. 28, 
1949 

A Jordanian captain named Akkash el-Zebn discovers the 
original cave from which the seven scrolls were taken; 70 
fragments from other documents are also found  

Fall 1949 Mar Samuel scrolls displayed at the Library of Congress 

1950 ¶ ¢ƘŜ 5ŜŀŘ {Ŝŀ {ŎǊƻƭƭǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ aŀǊƪΩǎ aƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅ 
published by American School of Oriental Research 

¶ Professor Sukenik issues second volume of the 
IŜōǊŜǿ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ 

1951/56 Khirbet Qumran, located south of the scroll caves, is 
excavated by Father Roland de Vaux of the French Ecole 
Biblique et Archeologique Francaise 

March 
1952 

aƻǊŜ ŎŀǾŜǎ ƛƴ vǳƳǊŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘΦ  ά/ŀǾŜ оέ ς 
fragments of Ezekiel, Psalms, Jubilees & unknown works 
found ς also, the copper scroll 

1952 Bedouin find fragments from over 500 manuscripts in 
ά/ŀǾŜ пέ ς no intact scrolls.  Scrolls found as much as a 
meter under the cave floor. 

late 1952 Kando brings first batch of Cave 4 fragments to Palestine 
Archaeological Museum (later, the Rockefeller Museum);  
eventually, all fragments are purchased by the President of 
the Museum, Roland de Vaux, for about $2.80 per square 
centimeter  

1953/4 Team of  scholars assembled by the Jordanians to sort and 
translate the Cave 4 fragments  

June 1, 
1954 

Mar Samuel places classified ad in the Wall Street Journal 
to sell the scrolls 

¶ ά¢ƘŜ CƻǳǊ 5ŜŀŘ {Ŝŀ {ŎǊƻƭƭǎ ς Biblical Manuscripts 
dating back to at least 200 BC, are for sale.  This would 
be an ideal gift to an educational or religious 
ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƻǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΦέ 

1954 Scrolls eventually purchased through an intermediary for 
$250,000 by archaeologist Yigael Yadin for the State of 
Israel.  Yadin is the son of Eleazer Lupa Sukenik. 

Feb. 13, 
1955 

Israeli prime minister Moshe Sharett holds press 
conference to announce that the seven original Dead Sea 
Scrolls are now all in Israel. 

Spring 
1955 

New finds in Caves 7/10.  Cave 7 contained 19 fragments in 
Greek 

1956 Cave 11 discovered by the Bedouins ς three intact scrolls ς 
Leviticus (written in pre-Babylonian exile script), Psalms 
(including unknown Psalms), Temple Scroll  

1957 Concordance begun of non-Biblical scrolls from cave 4; 
manuscripts assigned to various scholars on the scroll team 

1959 Father Jozef Milik publishes translation and commentary 
on Copper Scroll 

1959/60 John Allego conducts search for Copper Scroll treasure 






