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LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴg believer in adult Sunday School classes and Bible studies in our churches.  And many 
churches have quality, Biblically-based adult-focused programs.  Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to 
ŘƻǿƴǇƭŀȅ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ (not a bad thing in itself), or focusing on the needs of 
ǘƘŜ άǳƴŎƘǳǊŎƘŜŘέΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙƛǎǘory and theology are often purposely ignored. 
 
Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the Bible and the basic tenets and history of the 
Faith.  Among the reasons: 
 

¶ Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the church ς adult Sunday School classes/Bible 
studies may be their first serious introduction to what Christianity is all about 

¶ Christianity (and especially Evangelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular cul-
ture (movies, music, etc.).   We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith against attack (or to 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ άǊŜŀŘȅ ŘeŦŜƴǎŜέ ŀǎ tŜǘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎ ƛƴ м tŜǘŜǊ оΥмрύ 

¶ Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history of 
their Faith 

 
To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and those just starting out in the 
ά{ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘέύΣ LΩǾŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church.  The topics represented in these courses are 
ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ walk in the Faith, as well as serve as a starting point for Christian apolo-
getics. 
 
While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High School and Col-
lege projects, especially the courses focused primarily on historical aspects.   
 
One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I come from a Reformed 
Church background), but I hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughout the various courses. 

 
Front Cover: Crusaders on the march 
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Introduction 
In modern times, the Crusades are often looked upon with disfavor even by Christians, often being 
lumped together with the Inquisition (or, in extreme cases, with the Holocaust).  But while the Crusaders 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀlways live up to the Christian ideal, they were the first wars fought for an ideal ς the protection 
of the Holy Lands.  Most of the early Crusaders were fighting for their concept of God, and for the Papal 
ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ άŦǳƭƭ ǊŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƛƴǎέΦ  aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ Ǝŀƛƴ ς it is esti-
mated that a knight in the Crusades needed to spend over 4 times his yearly earnings just to be outfitted 
for the Crusades.  There are many extant records of the Medieval version of bankruptcy as a result of 
ǘƘŜ /ǊǳǎŀŘŜǎΣ ŀǎ ƪƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƭƻǎǘ ƭŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ Ǉǳǘ ǳǇ ŀǎ ŎƻƭƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǎǘǎΦ 
 
The Crusades are tricky from the point of view of the historian, too.  How many Crusades were there?  
{ƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ tŜŀǎŀƴǘΩǎ /ǊǳǎŀŘŜΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ǊǳǎŀŘŜΣ ǘƘŜ !ƭōƛƎŜƴǎƛŀƴ /ǊǳǎŀŘŜΚ  {ƘƻǳƭŘ 
Christian attempts to take back Moslem Spain be considered Crusades?  Should the despicable Fourth 
/ǊǳǎŀŘŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘǿƛŎŜ ǎŀŎƪŜŘ /ƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƛƴƻǇƭŜΣ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ άIƻƭȅ [ŀƴŘǎέ ŎǊǳǎŀŘŜΚ  aƻǎǘ Ƙƛs-
ǘƻǊƛŀƴǎ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƛƎƘǘ άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭέ ŎǊǳǎŀŘŜǎΣ ŀlǘƘƻǳƎƘ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ ноΦ  
Even fƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘΣ ǊŜŀŘ ŦƛǾŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ōƻƻƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŦƛǾŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ 
crusades.  From the papal standpoint, what defined a Crusade was the promise of remission of sins, or 
gaining an indulgence.   
 
Another thing that makes ǘƘŜ /ǊǳǎŀŘŜǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ Ǉƛƴ Řƻǿƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀ ƳƻƴƻƭƛǘƘƛŎ ŎƭŀǎƘ ōe-
tween Christendom and Islam.  During the 200 years of the Crusades, at various points, England and 
France were at war, Eastern and Western Christianity were at war, internal division and civil war racked 
Byzantium, and various Moslem factions were jockeying for power in the Middle East, sometimes fight-
ing each other.  The picture was hardly one of complete clarity.   
 
IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ άōǊƛŜŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳǎŀŘŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ on a complicated subject. 

 

Arab terms 
1. Djimmi ς aƻǎƭŜƳ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ άǇǊoǘŜŎǘŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎέΣ ƻǊ άǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪέ 
2. Imam ςleader or exemplar; Shiites view an imam in almost messianic terms   
3. Islam ς submission, or surrender (to the will of God) 
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4. Jihad ς ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ άǎǘǊƛǾƛƴƎέΤ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƛƭΦ  aŀȅ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ Iƻƭȅ ²ŀǊ 
against non-believers.  

5. Khalifa ς Caliph; supreme leader of Islam; the successors to Mohammed 
6. Muslim ς ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘǎΤ ŀ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ aƻƘŀƳƳŜŘΩǎ ǊŜvelation 
7. Quran or Koran ς collection of the words of Mohammed; literŀƭƭȅΣ άǊŜŀŘƛƴƎέ 
8. Shiites ς άǇŀǊǘƛǎŀƴǎ ƻŦ !ƭƛέΦ  aƻǎƭŜƳ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ !ƭƛΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘΩǎ ŎƻǳǎƛƴΣ ǎƻƴ-in-law, and the fourth 

caliph.  He was murdered in 661. 
9. Sunnis ς sometimes seen as the orthodox part of Islam; believe not just in the Koran, but in the sun-

na, or corpus of MoƘŀƳƳŜŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŜŘǎ 

Quiz 
1. T/F St. Francis of Assisi participated in the Crusades 
2. T/F Moslem armies reached as far as central France in the 8th century 
3. T/F Crusader armies sacked Constantinople twice in 1203/04 
4. T/F The Albigensian Crusade was launched against Moslems in Southern France 
5. T/F For all intents and purposes, the Second Crusade was ordered by Bernard of Clairvaux 
6. T/F The Knights Templar were so called because they were Jewish 
7. ¢κC ¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ǊǳǎŀŘŜ όмнмнκмоύ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛstendom 
8. T/F Richard the Lion-Hearted was so named because of his successful battles against Philip II of 

France 
9. T/F Godfrey of Bouillon was crowned the first King of Jerusalem 
10. T/F The only Crusader King made a saint by the Catholic Church was Frederick II 
11. T/F Frederick Barbarossa was especially known for his heroic deeds in the Holy Lands 
12. T/F Marmeluke Sultan Baibar was known for his chivalry towards his enemies 
13. T/F Frederick II took Jerusalem without firing a shot 
14. T/F One of the great advocates of the First Crusade was Peter the Hermit 
15. ¢κC hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƪƴƛƎƘǘǎ άǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎέ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ Ǝŀƛƴ 
16. T/F Key weapons of the Crusader armies were giant siege towers and catapults 
17. T/F A primary reason for participating in the Crusades was to receive an indulgence for remission of 

sins from the church 
18. T/F St. Louis invaded Egypt in the 13th century 
19. T/F St. Augustine was a strict pacifist 

Timeline 
Date Event 

312 A.D. Constantine seizes Rome, becomes first Christian emperor  

330   Church of the Holy Sepulcher built by Helen, mother of 
Constantine 

c. 400   {ǘΦ !ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜ ƻŦ IƛǇǇƻ ǇǊƻƳǳƭƎŀǘŜǎ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ƻŦ άWǳǎǘ ²ŀǊέ 

570 Mohammed born in Mecca 

622   aƻƘŀƳƳŜŘΩǎ Hegira (flight) from Mecca to Medina 

630   Mohammed conquers Mecca 

632   Death of Mohammed; Abu Bakr becomes caliph 

7
th
 cen-

tury   
Moslems occupy Holy Lands 

661   {ƘƛƛǘŜǎ όάǇŀǊǘƛǎŀƴǎ ƻŦ !ƭƛέύ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ 
Ali, thŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘΩǎ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴ-in-law, and the fourth 
caliph 

c. 700   Dome of the Rock built in Jerusalem 

711   Moslems begin conquest of Spain 

717   Moslems lay siege to Constantinople, but are eventually 
repelled 
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Date Event 

732   Moslem advances through the Pyrenees into Gaul (France) 
ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ōȅ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ aŀǊǘŜƭ όάǘƘŜ IŀƳƳŜǊέύ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ 
Tours 

969   Antioch (Syria) captured by Byzantine emperor Nikephoros 
Phokas 

969   Shiite Ismailis conquer Egypt, and set up rival caliphate to 
the Sunnite one in Baghdad 

1009   Egyptian caliph Al-Hakim destroys Church of the Holy Se-
pulcher, and begins persecution of Christians and Jews 

1021 Al-IŀƪƛƳ ŀǎǎŀǎǎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ aƻǎƭŜƳ άƻǳǘ ƻŦ ȊŜŀƭ ŦƻǊ DƻŘ 
ŀƴŘ LǎƭŀƳέ  

1027 Byzantine emperor Constantine VIII seeks a treaty that 
would allow rebuilding of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher 

1040-
1050s   

Turks conquer Persia, Armenia, Iraq; Baghdad falls in 1055 
A.D. 

1054   Byzantine patriarch Michael Cerularius excommunicated 
by Pope Leo IX; Greek church separates from Roman 
church 

1059   Seljuk Turks massacre Armenian town of Sebastea 

1064   Seljuk Turks under Alp Arslan occupy Ani, capitol city of 
Armenia 

1064-65   7,000 German pilgrims set out for the Holy lands 

1071 Byzantine emperor Romanus IV Diogenes, with an army of 
100,000, defeated and captured by Turks at the Battle of 
Manzikert 

1072   Robert Guiscard and his brother Roger defeat Moslems at 
Palermo 

1081   Alexius Comnenus seizes imperial throne of Byzantium 

1085    Toledo captured from Moslems by a Christian army 

1085   Antioch (Syria) falls to the Turks 

1088 Urban II becomes Pope 

1094 El Cid (Rodrigo Diaz de Vivar; 1043-99) conquers Valencia 
and Cuarte, Spain 

1095   Byzantine emperor Alexius I Comnenus appeals for help 
against the Seljuk Turks to Pope Urban II  

November 
1095   

Pope Urban II calls for a crusade at the Council of Clermont 

1095/96 Urban II tours France, marketing the crusade 

May 1096 tŜŀǎŀƴǘΩǎ /ǊǳǎŀŘŜ under Peter the Hermit departs for the 
Holy Lands.  On their way, they robbed and pillaged in 
Hungry, and persecuted Jews wherever they found them 

August 
1096 

Crusader army leaves for the Holy Lands 

1097 El Cid defeats Moslems at Battle of Bairen 

1097 Crusader army captures Nicaea; turned over to Byzantine 
emperor Alexius Comnenus 

1098 Cistercian order founded in Citeaux by Robert Molêsme 

1098 Baldwin of Boulogne occupies Edessa, and creates first 
Latin kingdom in the Holy Lands 

1098 Crusader armies capture Antioch, and set up second Latin 
Kingdom in Holy Lands 

1098 Egyptians capture Jerusalem 

July 1099 Urban II dies, unaware that his Crusader army had cap-
tured Jerusalem 
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Date Event 

July 15, 
1099 

Jerusalem captured by Crusader Army ς third Latin king-
dom created; first ruler is Godfrey of Bouillon 

1100 Death of Godfrey of Bouillon, succeeded by his brother 
Baldwin I as King of Jerusalem 

1113 Hospitalers of St. John recognized 

1115 St. Bernard founds new Cistercian abbey at Clairvaux 

1118 Death of Baldwin I, succeeded by his cousin, Baldwin II; 
death of Alexius I 

1118 Hugh de Payens and eight companions form the Knights 
Templar in Jerusalem 

1124 Tyre captured by forces sent from Baldwin II ς high water 
mark of the Crusades 

1128 Knights Templar adopt Cistercian rule 

1138 Saladin born in Takrit (Iraq) 

1144 Turks take back Edessa, and massacre inhabitants 

1145 Pope Eugenius III issues bull (Quantum praedecessors) au-
thorizing new Crusade ς the Second Crusade is launched; 
Bernard of Clairvaux begins preaching in the favor of the 
new Crusade 

1146 Louis VII of France and Conrad III of Germany take the 
cross 

1147-
1149 

Second Crusade: 
Á Assists in the capture of Lisbon (1147) 
Á Attack Damascus (led by a friendly Moslem power), 

and fail (1148) 

1153 Baldwin III captures Ascalon 

1165/66 Pope Alexander III reissues Quantum praedecessors bull; 
first income tax levied to support the crusades 

1174 Canonization of St. Bernard of Clairvaux 

1174 Saladin becomes caliph of Egypt 

July 3, 
1187 

Christian Army decisively defeated by Saladin, at the Battle 
of Horns of Hattin; a fragment of the True Cross captured 
by Saladin, and paraded through Damascus 

October 2, 
1187 

Saladin captures Jerusalem 

October 
29, 1187 

Pope Gregory VIII issues call for new crusade, Audita tre-
mendi (Third Crusade 1187-1192) 

1189 Richard I becomes King of England 

1190 Teutonic Knights founded at Acre 

June 10, 
1190 

Frederick I Barbarossa, with an army of 150,000, drowns 
on his way to fight the Third Crusade 

1191 French and English Crusaders arrive in the Holy Lands 

July 1191 Acre falls to the Crusader armies under Richard the Lion-
hearted and Philip II Augustus of France; Richard orders 
massacre of Moslem hostages after prisoner exchange 
negotiations bog down 

Septem-
ber 7, 
1191 

Richard the Lionhearted defeats Moslems at Arsuf 

Spring 
1192 

Richard the Lionhearted hears news that his brother John 
is trying to usurp his throne 

Septem-
ber 2, 
1192 

Richard the Lionhearted signs three year truce with Sala-
din, and sets out for the West (October 9, 1192) 
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Date Event 

1192 Richard the Lionhearted captured by Leopold, duke of Aus-
tria; Richard was eventually released for a ransom 

March 4, 
1193 

Death of Saladin 

1198 Pope Innocent III calls for a new crusade to the Holy Lands 

1199 Death of Richard the Lionhearted 

1202 Fourth Crusade (1202-1204) begins; Doge of Venice nego-
tiates with the Crusaders ς if the Crusaders take port of 
Zara, Hungary, they can pay for their sea route to the Holy 
Land 

November 
1202 

Zara falls to the Crusader army 

July 1203 Crusaders capture Constantinople (!) and install now em-
peror, Alexius IV 

April 1204 Crusaders capture and loot Constantinople, when the new 
emperor, Alexius IV, is murdered by a rival who becomes 
Alexius V 

May 1204 Baldwin, Count of Flanders, is crowned Byzantine emperor 

1208 Innocent III calls for crusade against the Cathars 

1209 Innocent III launches the Albigensian Crusade in Languedoc 
against the Cathars; Beziers is destroyed by crusaders ς 
20,000 men, women and children massacred 

1212 Innocent III orders new crusade in Spain; Christians defeat 
Moslems at Las Navas de Tolosa 

1212/121
3 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ǊǳǎŀŘŜ ŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ 

1217 Fifth Crusade (1217-1221) begins  

1218/19 Siege and fall of Damietta, Egypt; Francis of Assisi preaches 
to Moslem sultan 

1221 Moslems recapture Damietta 

1227/31 Gregory IX launches Papal Inquisition 

Feb. 18, 
1229 

Holy Roman Emperor Frederick II recaptures Jerusalem, by 
Treaty with Egyptian sultan Al-Kamil (6

th
 Crusade) 

1229 Albigensian Crusade ends (Peace of Paris) 

1239 Treaty with Al-Kamil expires; crusader army under Theo-
bald IV, king of Navarre and count of Champagne captures 
Beaufort, Safed, and Ascalon 

1244 Cathar stronghold at Montsegur falls to secular forces ς 
215 Cathar perfecti burned 

1244 Khwarazmian Turks retake Jerusalem 

1244 Louis IX takes the cross 

1249 Louis IX takes Damietta, Egypt (7
th
 Crusade) 

Feb. 1250 Louis IX of France wins the battle of Mansourah 

April 1250 Louis IX captured by Saracens during retreat from Mansou-
rah 

May 1250 Louis IX released for ransom of 800,000 gold bezants, and 
the port of Damietta 

1261 Byzantines recapture Constantinople 

1268 Antioch falls to Moslems 

1270 Louis IX dies fighting in Tunis during the Eight Crusade 

1271 Hospitaler fortress of Krak des Chevaliers falls to Moslems 

1289 Tripoli falls to Moslems 

1291 Last Christian stronghold in the Holy Lands falls (Acre) 

1297 Louis IX becomes Saint Louis (under Boniface VIII) 
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Date Event 

1307 Knights Templar accused of heresy; charged by the Inquisi-
tion 

1310 Hospitalers capture Rhodes 

1312 Council of Vienne dissolves Knights Templar 

1314 Last Templar Grand Master Jacques de Molay burned alive, 
after recanting of an earlier confession 

1453 Constantinople falls to Ottoman Turks 

1492 Granada, the last Moslem stronghold in Spain is lost 

1502 Spanish Inquisition Edict of Expulsion for Moslems ς bapt-
ism or exile 

1522 Hospitalers driven out of Rhodes by the Ottoman Turks 

1530 Hospitalers occupy Malta on behalf of Holy Roman Empe-
ror Charles V 

1565 Hospitalers defeat massive Ottoman Turk invasion of Malta 

1798 Knights of Malta (former Knights Hospitalers) defeated by 
Napoleon I 

1830 St. Bernard is declared a doctor of the Church by Pope Pius 
VIII 

Background 

Historical and political background 

 
 
It is easy to forget in modern times that, by the time of the First Cru-
sade, Islam had made alarming (from the point of view of Christendom) 
gains throughout the Middle East, North Africa, and even into the Eu-
rope itself.  Moslems had occupied the Holy Lands by the end of the 7th 
century, and had built the Dome of the Rock in c. 700 A.D. on top of 
one of the most sacred sites in Judaism.  In the 8th century, Moslems 
attacked (unsuccessfully) Constantinople, the center of the Eastern 
Church, and also took over Spain.  Moslem armies had gotten as far 
into the heart of Europe as Tours, in modern day France, when they 
were finally checked in 732 A.D. by Charles Martel at the battle of 
Tours. 
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/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ aŀǊǘŜƭ όάǘƘŜ IŀƳƳŜǊέύ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ¢ƻǳǊǎ 

 

The 11th century ς the century of the First Crusade ς started off poorly for Christendom, too.  Egyptian 
caliph Al-Hakim ordered the destruction of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, (built ōȅ /ƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 
mother Helen in 330 A.D.); this remains today the most wanton destruction of a key Christian holy site in 
history.  Al-Hakim also begin a systematic persecution of both Christians and Jews: 
 
ά¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŘǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ōƭŀŎƪ and to hang wooden crosses from their necks, half a metre 
long, half a metre wide, weighing five ratls, and uncovered so that people could see them.  They were for-
bidden to ride horses and allowed only to ride mules or donkeys, with wooden saddles and black girths 
without any ornament.  They had to wear the zunnar sash, and could not employ any Muslim or buy any 
ǎƭŀǾŜ ƻŦ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǎŜȄΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ ǎǘǊƛŎǘƭȅ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜŎŀƳŜ aǳǎƭƛƳǎΧ/ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ 
were destroyed and their contents were pillaƎŜŘΧ 
 
In the year 1013 the Jews were compelled to wear belts around their necks when they entered the public 
ōŀǘƘǎΧIŜ ώ!ƭ-IŀƪƛƳϐ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ WŜǿǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ 9ƎȅǇǘΦέ ό!ƭ-Maqrizi, 15

th
-century Egyptian 

scholar; translation from Chronicles of the Crusades) 

 
(Note: It is only fair to point out that even fellow Moslem rulers considered Al-Hakim to be insane, and 
that not all Moslem rulers persecuted Christians and Jews.) 
 
As the 11th century wore on, Islam began chipping away at the Byzantine Empire, too.  In 1071, Byzan-
tine emperor Romanus IV Diogenes was defeated and captured by the Turks at the Battle of Man-zikert.  
It was against this backdrop that Byzantine Emperor Alexius I Comnenus appealed for help against the 
Seljuk Turks to Pope Urban II in 1095 A.D. 

Theological background 
The early Christian church, up to the time of Constantine in the early 4th century, was generally pacifist 
in nature.  However, after Constantine became emperor and accepted Christianity, pure pacifism started 
to have lesǎ ǎǿŀȅ ŀǎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƎƻŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŜƳǇƛǊŜ ǘƻ ǊǳƴΗέ  !ƴŘ 
ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ ŦŜƭƭΣ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘŜƴŘƻƳέΣ ƴƻǿ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ CǊŀƴƪƛǎƘΣ 
German, and English sovereigns, also had an interest in maintaining its borders against intruders. 
 
No less a theological authority than St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430), perhaps the greatest theologian of 
ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ CŀǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǇǊƻƳǳƭƎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ŀ άƧǳǎǘ ǿŀǊέΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ hY ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛs-
tians to ǳǎŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΦ  hƴŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜΩǎ City of 
GodΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ōȅ άŘƛǾƛƴŜ ŀǳǘƘƻrƛǘȅέΣ ƳŜƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ Ǉǳǘ 
to death: 
  
άIƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Řƛvine authority to its own law, that men may not be 
put to death. These exceptions are of two kinds, being justified either by a general law, or by a special 
commission granted for a time to some individual. And in this latter case, he to whom authority is dele-
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gated, and who is but the sword in the hand of him who uses it, is not himself responsible for the death 
he deals. And, accordingly, they who have waged war in obedience to the divine command, or 
in conformity with His laws, have represented in their persons the public justice or the wisdom of gov-
ernment, and in this capacity have put to death wicked men; such persons have by no means violated 
the ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘΣ ά¢Ƙƻǳ ǎƘŀƭǘ ƴƻǘ ƪƛƭƭΦέέ όCity of God, p. 49, translated By Rev. Marcus Dods, D.D) 
 

In an exchange of letters (concerning the fate of some pagans who vandalized Christian churches) with 
Nectarius in 408/409 A.D., Augustine opines that it is valid to use violence against enemies of Christiani-
ǘȅΣ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƛǾŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǾŜƴƎŜΦ  {Ŝveral excerpts follow. 
 
ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘΣ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ƘŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƭŀȅ ŀǎƛŘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƴŜǎǎΣ ƴƻǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ 
ƭŜŀǾŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜǊƴƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦέ όLetter 91, 
translated by The Rev. J. G. Cunningham, M.A.) 
 
ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƪ that a case of such cruel rage should be held up to the world as passing unpunished? 
We do not desire to gratify our anger by vindictive retribution for the past, but we are concerned to make 
provision in a truly merciful spirit for the future. Now, wicked men have something in respect to 
which they may be punished, and that by Christians, in a merciful way, and so as to promote their own 
profit and well-being. For they have these three things: the life and health of the body, the means of sup-
porting that life, and the means and opportunities of living a wicked life. Let the two former remain un-
touched in the possession of those who repent of their crime: this we desire, and this we spare no pains 
to secure. But as to the third, upon it God will, if it please Him, inflict punishment in His great compassion, 
dealing with it as a decaying or diseased part, which must be removed with the pruning-ƪƴƛŦŜΦέ όLetter 91) 
 
When any one uses measures involving the infliction of some pain, in order to prevent an inconsiderate 
person from incurring the most dreadful punishments by becoming accustomed to crimes which yield him 
no ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ǉǳƭƭǎ ŀ ōƻȅΩǎ ƘŀƛǊ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ƘƛƳ from provoking serpents by 
clapping his hands at them; in both cases, while the acting of love is vexatious to its object, no member of 
the body is injured, whereas safety and life are endangered by that from which the ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ŘŜǘŜǊǊŜŘΧ 
Wherefore it is for the most part an advantage to themselves when certain things are removed from per-
sons in whose keeping it is hazardous to leave them, lest they abuse them. When surgeons see that a 
gangrene must be cut away or cauterized, they often, out of compassion, turn a deaf ear to many cries. 
If we had been indulgently forgiven by our parents and teachers in our tender years on every occasion on 
which, being found in a fault, we begged to be let off, which of us would not have grown up intolerable? 
which of us would have learned any useful thing? Such punishments are administered by wise care, not by 
ǿŀƴǘƻƴ ŎǊǳŜƭǘȅΦέ όLetter 104, translated by The Rev. J. G. Cunningham, M.A.,emphasis added) 
 
ά.ǳǘ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ there be any healing virtue in the repentance of those who not only fail to acknowledge, but 
even persist in mocking and blaspheming Him who is the Ŧƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΚΧBut we think that we 
are even taking measures for the benefit of these men, if, seeing that they do not fear God, we inspire 
fear in them by doing something whereby their folly is chastened, while their real interests suffer no 
wrong. We thus prevent that God whom they despise from being more grievously provoked by their 
greater crimes, to which they would be emboldened by a disastrous assurance of impunity, and we pre-
vent their assuranŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƳǇǳƴƛǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŜǘΩ ŦƻǊǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƳƛǎŎƘƛŜǾƻǳǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ŀǎ 
an ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƛƳƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΦέ όLetter 104, emphasis added) 

First Crusade (1095-1099) 
In November of 1095, at the Council of Clermont, Pope Urban II gave a public speech calling on Western 
Christians to give aid to their Eastern Christian brethren, who were under attack from Moslem Turks.  He 
also called for the liberation of Jerusalem, which had been under Moslem control for 400 years.  It is said 
that when Urbŀƴ LL ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ άDƻŘ ǿƛƭƭǎ ƛǘΗέ  aŀƴȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘ 
ǾƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ άǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŘ ŎƭƻǘƘ ǇƛƴƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƘƛǊǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǇŜ 
of the cross (the red cross would later be a symbol of many of the crusader knights, including the 
Knights Templar).   
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In various letters written after the Council of Clermont, Urban II explained his reasons for launching the 
crusade ς ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎέ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ Ǝŀƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘΥ 
 
ά²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ƙave already heard from the testimony of many that the frenzy of the barbarians has de-
vastated the churches of God in the east. and has even - shame to say - seized into slavery the holy city of 
Christ, Jerusalem. Grieving in pious contemplation of this disaster. we visited France and strongly urged 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦέ όLetter to Flanders, 
translation from Chronicles of the Crusades) 

 
ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΦ because you know that this would greatly 
please us. Know, then, that anyone who sets out on that journey, not out of lust for worldly advantage 
but only for the salvation of his soul and for the liberation of the Church, is remitted in entirety all pen-
ance for his sins, if he has made a true and perfect act of confession. This is because he has dedicated his 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΦέ όLetter to Bologna, translation from Chroni-
cles of the Crusades; emphasis added) 
 

Urban II set August 15, 1096 as the official date for the beginning of the Crusade.  That would indeed be 
ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭέ ŎǊǳǎŀder army left for the Holy Lands, but another group would beat them to the 
punch. 

tŜŀǎŀƴǘΩǎ /ǊǳǎŀŘŜ 
Several months prior to the official launch of the First Crusade (1096), a rag-tag army of peasants, led by 
a French monk, began their march to the Holy Lands.  The monk was Peter the Hermit (c. 1050-1115), 
and he was every bit as much of an advocate (and every bit as much responsible) for the First Crusade as 
Pope Urban II.  Peter became fanatical about seizing back the Holy Lands for Christendom when he 
made a pilgrimage to the Holy Lands two years before the first Crusade, and observed the poor condi-
tions under which Christians lived. 
 
{ƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǉǳƻǘŜ ǾŀǊȅƛƴƎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜŀǎŀƴǘΩǎ /ǊǳǎŀŘŜ όǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ у YƴƛƎƘǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
many women, children, and clerics).  20,000 seems to be a reasonable figure (although one source says 
ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ άƳƻǊŜ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǎέύΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ tŜŀǎŀƴǘΩǎ /ǊǳǎŀŘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ ŀ 
pious desire to seize back the Holy Lands, on the 2,000-mile route from France to Constantinople 
(through Germany, Hungary, Bulgaria), the so-called crusaders turned into a mob, looting and pillaging 
at will, with Jews their special target.  When they finally arrived at Constantinople, the emperor recom-
mended that they wait for the crusader army to follow, but they refused, and struck out for the Holy 
Land.  In short order, they were decimated by the Turks near Nicaea. 
 
Peter the Hermit, though, escaped capture or death ς he was in Constantinople at the time of the defeat 
by the Turks.  After facing charges of desertion at the later Crusader siege at Antioch, Peter the Hermit 
later delivered a key speech before the gates of Jerusalem that helped turn the tied against the Moslem 
defenders. 
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Latin kingdoms in the Holy Land 

 
 

In August 1096, a vast Crusader army began the long trek from Europe to Constantinople.  All of them 
took the overland route, except for Raymond of Toulouse, who crossed the Adriatic Sea with his army.  
The vast armies (modern accounts say 30,000 ς 150,000; older accounts say several hundred thousand) 
used Constantinople as a staging area.  Byzantine emperor Alexius I promised them his support in return 
for a pledge from the Crusaders that any heretofore Byzantium land seized back from the Moslems 
would be returned to Byzantine control (this pledge was only kept by the Crusaders in a small number of 
cases).   
 
In 1097, a Crusader army, 43,000 strong, captured Nicaea (capital of Seljuk sultan, Qilij Arslan), and duti-
fully returned it to the control of the Byzantine emperor.  In 1098, though, Baldwin of Boulogne occu-
pied Edessa, and created the first Latin kingdom in the Holy Lands.  Antioch fell soon after to the Cru-
sader army, and became the second Frankish kingdom.  On June 7, 1099, the Crusader army encamped 
before the greatest prize of all ς Jerusalem.  The Crusader army (15,000 strong) was led by: 
 
Á Godfrey of Bouillon, Duke of Lower Lorraine 
Á Raymond, Count of Toulouse 
Á Robert, Duke of Normandy (son of William the Conqueror) 
Á Robert, Count of Flanders 
 
In the five-week siege, the Crusader army suffered severe losses, and was short of just about everything 
needed to be successful ς water, food, and wood for building siege engines.  Repeated attacks against 
the well-defended walls of Jerusalem failed.  
 
In time, though, supplies arrived via Jaffa, and wood was brought in from far away in the Judean coun-
tryside.  Huge siege engines were built, including portable towers (a la Lord of the Rings: Return of the 
King), and catapults that could hurl a 300-pound stone 150 yards.  On July 8, in response to a vision re-
ceived by a Christian cleric, the Crusader army marched around the walls of Jerusalem barefoot.  The 
Moslem defenders mocked them.  The Crusaders then listened to a speech by Peter the Hermit on the 
Mount of Olives, exhorting the Crusaders to put aside their differences and work together to take Jeru-
salem.  The stage was set for the successful assault. 
 


























