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Christian Theology and History Adult Sunday School Courses

Robert Jones
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LO@S | f gl & & betieBeB ivf adult SanddyBghool classes and Bible studies in our churches. And many
churches have quality, Biblicalbased adulfocused programs. Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to

R2gy LI e I RdzZ G SRdzOl (A 2y I (nof 2b@adigiidg yhRseld), Yr foOUSiAgi oR tNBngedsiof S R dzO |-
GKS adzy OKdzZNOKSREé = ¢ K S dtpanditietldgyOsdie ofiedzidifposehsigndded.dzNO K K A &

Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the Bible and the basic tenets ang dfishe
Faith. Among the reasons:

1 Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the chgradult Sunday School classes/Bible
studies may be their first serious iottuction to what Christianity is all about

1 Christianity (and especiallyw&ngelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular cu
ture (movies, music, etc.). We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith agjadis{a to
LINE JARS eF SyBHBSEREARt SGSNI alea Ay m tSGSNI oYmMpO

1 Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history of
their Faith

To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and those just starting out in the

G{ OK22f 2 FLOKNAGBNRKDGSY | aSNASa 2F O2dzNBSa (KIFG T2 0dza
Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church. The topics represented in these courses are
AYUSYRSR (2 020K TvdihiditkeS hith, asw@ll asbeNd as @ startlihg/pdig tor Christian-apol

getics.

While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High Schdel and Co
lege projects, especially the coursesdsed primarily o historical aspects.

One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I come from a Reformed
Church background), but | hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughout the various courses.

Front Cove Crusaders on the march
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Introduction

In modern times, the Crusades are often looked upothwiisfavor even by Christians, often being

lumped together with the Inquisition (or, in extreme cases, with the Holocaust). But while the Crusaders

R A R yv@yis livé up to the Christian ideal, they were the first wars fodighan idealg the protection

of the Holy Lands. Most of the early Crusaders were fighting for their concept of God, and for the Papal
LINPYAAS 2F GFdzZ f NBYAAaA2Y 2F aAyatédo gitisie$t- 2F G KS
mated that a knight in the Crusades neeldto spend over 4 times his yearly earnings just to be outfitted

for the Crusades. There are many extant records of the Medieval version of bankruptcgsast afr

GKS / NUzAl RSaxzr a |{yA3IKGa t2adGd flFryRa GKIFIG GKS@QR LI

The Crusades are tricky from the point of view of the historian, too. How many Crusades were there?
{K2dZ R 6S AyOftdzZRS (KS tSFralydiQa / NHalFIRSI (G(KS / KA
Christian attempts to take back Moslem Spain be consili€@risades? Should the despicable Fourth

/ Nbdza RSY 6KAOK (A0S alO1SR /2yaldlyliAy2L}i Ss 6S 02
G2NRAIya OASg GKI G 0KSNBI KMSHBK SINAKS H2SFyF AAY S £0 KONz
Even2 NJ 4 KS SAIKGIZ NBIFIR FTAGS RAFFSNBYy(d o6221az FyR @3
crusades. From the papal standpoint, what defined a Crusade was the promise of remission of sins, or
gaining an indigence.

Another thing that makesi KS / NHzal RSa KINR (2 LAY R2¢y é&a OGKIQ
tween Christendom and Islam. During the 200 years of the Crusades, at various points, England and
France were at war, Eastern and Western Chrigtffavere at war, internal divisioand civil war racked

Byzantium, and various Moslem factions were jockeying for power in the Middle East, sometintes figh

ing each other. The picture was hardly one of complete clarity.

| 21LISFdzf £ & GKAA AGONARST KA &G 20N domplicatedisibfect. ONHza I RS& 6 A

Allies and enemies 1n the

Arab terms

1. Djimmica2af SY O2yOSLII GKI G oiSaa SIRy RIS/IZHNISHE A y2aNI FANES !
2. Imamcleader or exemplar; Shiites view an imam in almost naggsterms

3. Islamg¢ submission, or surrender (to the Wwilf God)
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against norbelievers.

Khalifag Caliph; supreme leader of Islam; the successorsdabdavhmed

Muslim¢2 Yy S 4 K2

Quran or Koram collection of the words of Mohammed; lite f £ & X

adzooYAGAT | Fvadtdn2 6 SNI 2 F

a2KlIYYSRQ&

ANBI RAY 3¢

Shitescd LI NIIA &l ya 2F | fAéD azaf Sy 3Indaivfagddh® fadirth 2 F
caliph. He was murdered in 661.
Sunnig; sometimes seen as the diwdox part of Islam; believe not just in the Koran, but in siwe-
na orcorpusof MK YYSRQ& 62NR& YR RSSRa

Quiz

T/F Moslem armies reached as far as central France in‘tioerury
T/F Crusader aries sacked Constantinople twice in 1203/04

T/F The Albigensian Crusade was launched against Moslems in Southern France

T/F For all intents and purposes, the Second Crusade mlasenl by Bernard of Clairvaux
T/F The Knights Templar were so called becalsg were Jerish
tkC ¢KS / KAftRNBYyQa / NHzalI RS OMHMHKMO Ustedgdord | 3IANBI |
T/F Richard the LieHearted was so named because of his successful battles against Philip Il of

T/F Godfrey of Bouillon was crowned tfiest King of Jeruem
T/F The only Crusader King made a saint by the Catholic Church was Frederick Il
T/F Frederick Barbarossa was especially known foranicdeeds in the Holy Lands
T/F Marmeluke Sultan Baibar was known for his chivalmatds hissnemies

T/F One of the great advocates of the First Crusade wizs fhe Hermit

0KS LINRYINE NBlFazya GKI G
T/F Key weapons of the Crukex armies were giant siege towers and catapults

a0 NHAaTt ¢

NE

t A

1yAIKGE a2z

T/F A primary reason for participating in the Crusades was to receive an indulgenemifgion of

1. T/F St. Francis of Assisi participated in thes&des
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
France
9.
10.
11.
12.
13. T/F Frederick Il took Jerusalem without firing a shot
14.
15.¢kC hyS 27
16.
17.
sins from the church
18. T/F St. Louis invaded Egypt in thd"t@ntury
19. T/F St. Augustine was a strict pastifi
Timeline

Date Event

312 A.D.

Constantine seizes Rome, becomes first Christianeeonp

330

Church of the Holy Sepulcher built by Helen, mother of
Costantine

c. 400

{G® ' daAdAaGAYyS 27F | ALLR LN

570

Mohammed born in Mcca

622

a2 Kl Y YBdgia@ight) from Mecca to Medina

630

Mohammed conquers Mecca

632

Death of Mohammed; Abu Bakr becomes caliph

7" cen-
tury

Moslems occupy Holy Lands

661

{KAAGSEA O0daLI NIAalya 2F ! f
Ali, thS  LINE LIK S (i Q & -indesv,daidithg fourtyf R
caliph

c. 700

Dome of the Rock built in Jerusalem

711

Moslems begin conquest of Spain

717

Moslems lay siege to Constantinople, but are eventually
repelled




Date Event

732 Moslem advances through the Pyrersei@to Gaul (France
a02LIISR o0& /KINISa al NISt
Tours

969 Antioch (Syria) captured by Byzantine emperor Nikepho
Phokas

969 Shiite Ismailis conquer Egypt, and set up rival caliphate
the Sunnite one in Baghdad

1009 Egyptian caliph AHakim destroy€£hurch of the Holyes
pulcher, and begins persecution of Christians and Jews

1021 AH I 1TAY aalaaiayliSR o8& |
FYR Laftl Yé

1027 Byzantine emperor Constantine VIII seeks a treaty that
would albw rebuilding of the Church of the Holggilcher

1040 Turks conquer Persia, Armenia, Iraq; Baghdad falls in 1

1050s A.D.

1054 Byzantine patriarch Michael Cerularius excommunicate(
by Pope Leo IX; Greek church separates from Roman
church

1059 Seljuk Turks massacre Armenian town of Sebastea

1064 Seljuk Turks under Alp Arslan occupy Ani, capitol city of
Armenia

106465 7,000 German pilgrims set out for the Holy lands

1071 Byzantine emperor Romanus |V Diogenes, with an army
100,000, defeted and captured by Turks at the Battle of
Manzikert

1072 Robert Guiscard and his brother Roger defeat Moslems
Palermo

1081 Alexius Comnenus seizes imperial throne of Byzantium

1085 Toledo captured from Moslems by a Christian army

1085 Antioch (Syria) falls to the Turks

1088 Urban Il becomes Pope

1094 El Cid (Rodrigo Diaz de Vivar; 1993 conquers Valeia
and Cuarte, Spain

1095 Byzantine emperor Alexius | Comnenus appeals for helf
against the Seljuk Turks to Pope Urban I

November | Pope Urban Il calls for a crusade at the Council ofr@iet

1095

1095/96 Urban Il tours France, marketing the crusade

May 1096 |t S| &I y (i Quinder PutHrdhk Re@mit departs for the
Holy Lands. On their way, they robbed and pillaged in
Hungry, angersecuted Jews wherever they found them

August Crusader army leaves for the Holy Lands

1096

1097 El Cid defeats Moslems at Battle of Bairen

1097 Crusader army captures Nicaea; turned over to Byzantif
emperor Alexius Comnenus

1098 Cistercian order fonded in Citeaux birobert Molésme

1098 Baldwin of Boulogne occupies Edessa, and creates first
Latin kingdom in the Holy Lands

1098 Crusader armies capture Antioch, and set up second L4
Kingdom in Holy Lands

1098 Egyptians capture Jerusalem

July 1099 | Urban Il dies, unaware that his Crusader army hasd ca

tured Jerusalem




Date Event

July 15, Jerusalem captured by Crusader Argthird Latin kimg-

1099 dom created; first ruler is Godfrey of Bouillon

1100 Death of Godfrey of Bouillon, succeeded by his brother
Baldwinl as King of Jerusalem

1113 Hospitalers of St. John recognized

1115 St. Bernard founds new Cistercian abbey at Clairvaux

1118 Death of Baldwin I, succeeded by his cousin, Baldwin Il
death of Alexius |

1118 Hugh de Payens and eight companions formKiméghts
Templar in Jerusalem

1124 Tyre captured by forces sent from Baldwig High water
mark of the Crusades

1128 Knights Templar adopt Cistercian rule

1138 Saladin born in Takrit (Iraq)

1144 Turks take back Edessa, and massacre inhabitants

1145 Pope Eugenius Il issues b@iyantum praedecessqgrau-

thorizing new Gusadec the Second Crusade is launched
Bernard of Clairvaux begins preaching in the favor of the
new Crusade

1146 Louis VII of France and Conrad Ill of Germany take the
Cross

1147 Second Crusade:

1149 A Assists in the capture of Lisbon (1147)

A Attack Damascus (led by a friendly Moslem power),
and fail (1148)

1153 Baldwin Il captures Ascalon

1165/66 | Pope Alexander Ill reissu€aiantum praedecessobull;

first income tax levied to sumpt the crusades

1174 Canonization of St. Bernard of Clairvaux

1174 Saladin becomes caliph of Egypt

July 3, Christian Army decisively defeated by Saladin, at thtldBz
1187 of Horns of Hattin; a fragment of the True Crosptueed

by Saladin, and parad through Damascus
October 2,| Saladin captures Jerusalem

1187
October Pope Gregory VIl issues call for new crusadeljta tre-
29,1187 | mendi(Third Crusade 1187192)

1189 Richard | becomes King of England

1190 Teutonic Knights founded at Acre

Junelo, Frederick | Barbarossa, with an army of 150,000, drown
1190 on his way to fight the Third Crusade

1191 French and English Crusaders arrive in the Holy Lands

July 1191 | Acre falls to the Crusader armies under Richard the-Lio
hearted and Philip Il Augtus of France; Richard orders

massacre of Moslem hostages after prisoner exchange
negotiations bog down

Septen- Richard the Lionhearted defeats Moslems at Arsuf

ber 7,

1191

Spring Richard the Lionhearted hears news that his brother Jof
1192 is trying tousurp his throne

Septan- Richard the Lionhearted signs three year truce wittaSal
ber 2, din, and sets out for the West (October 9, 1192)

1192




Date Event

1192 Richard the Lionhearted captured by Leopold, duke &-A
tria; Richard was eventually released for a ransom

March 4, | Death of Saladin

1193

1198 Pope Innocent Il calls for a new crusade to the Holy La

1199 Death of Richard the Lionhearted

1202 Fourth Crusade (1262204) begins; Doge of Venice neg
tiates with the Crusadersif the Crusaders take port of
Zam, Hungary, they can pay for their sea route to the Hd
Land

November | Zara falls to the Crusader army

1202

July 1203 | Crusaders capture Constantinople (!) and install now e
peror, Alexius IV

April 1204 | Crusaders capture and loot Constantinople, whenrnbe/
emperor, Alexius IV, is murdered by a rival who become
Alexius V

May 1204 | Baldwin, Count of Flanders, is crowned Byzantine e

1208 Innocent Il calls for crusade against the Cathars

1209 Innocent Il launches the Albigensian Crusade in Leda
against the Cathar®eziers is destroyed by crusaders
20,000 men, women and children masgsed

1212 Innocent Il orders new crusade in Spain; Christiafiead
Moslems at Las Navas de Tolosa

1212/121 |/ KAt RNBy Qa / Ndzal RS Sy Ra A

3

1217 Fifth Crusade (12%+1221) begins

1218/19 Siege and fall of Damietta, Egypt; Francis of Assisi preal
to Moslem sultan

1221 Moslems recapture Damietta

1227/31 Gregory IX launches Papal Inquisition

Feb. 18, Holy Roman Emperor Frederick Il recaptulesisalem, by

1229 Treaty with Egyptian sultan -Klamil ((“i1 Crusade)

1229 Albigensian Crusade ends (Peace of Paris)

1239 Treaty with AlKamil expires; crusader army under ©he
bald 1V, king of Navarre and count of Champagne captu
Beaufort, Safed, and Asaath

1244 Cathar stronghold at Montsegur falls to secular forges
215 Cathaperfectiburned

1244 Khwarazmian Turks retake Jerusalem

1244 Louis IX takes the cross

1249 Louis IX takes Damietta, Egypt @rusade)

Feb. 1250 | Louis IX of France wins thatde of Mansourah

April 1250 | Louis IX captured by Saracens during retreat from Mans
rah

May 1250 | Louis IX released for ransom of 800,000 gold bezants, &
the port of Damietta

1261 Byzantines recapture Constantinople

1268 Antioch falls to Moslems

1270 Louis IX dies fighting in Tunis during the Eight Crusade

1271 Hospitaler fortress oKrak des Chevaliefalls to Moslems

1289 Tripoli falls to Moslems

1291 Last Christian stronghold in the Holy Lands falls (Acre)

1297 Louis IX becomes Saint Louwiader Boniface VIII)

9



Date Event

1307 Knights Templar accused of heresy; charged by the liRq
tion

1310 Hospitalers capture Rhodes

1312 Council of Vienne dissolves Knights Templar

1314 Last Templar Grand Master Jacques de Molay burned g
after recanting of arearlier confession

1453 Constantinople falls to Ottoman Turks

1492 Granada, the last Moslem stronghold in Spain is lost

1502 Spanish Inquisitioidict of Expulsiofor Moslemsg bapt-
ism or exile

1522 Hospitalers driven out of Rhodes by the Ottomanksur

1530 Hospitalers occupy Malta on behalf of Holy Roman &mp
ror Charles V

1565 Hospitalers defeat massive Ottoman Turk invasion of M

1798 Knights of Malta (former Knights Hospitalers) defeated |
Napoleon |

1830 St. Bernard is declared a doctortbé Church by Pope Piu
VI

Background

Historical and political background
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sade, Islam had made alarming (from the point of view of Christend
gains throughout the Middle Ead¥orth Africa, and even into theue
rope itself. Moslems had occupied the Holy Lands by the end of'thg
century, and had built the Dome of the Rock in ¢c. 700 A.D. on to
one of the most sacred sites in Judaism. In thec&ntury, Moslems
attacked (nsuccessfully) Constantinople, the center of the East
Church, and also took over Spain. Moslemmias had gotten as far®/)
into the heart of Europe as Tours, in modern day France, when t /&
were finally checked in 732 A.D. by Charles Martel at the battle
Tours.

10
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The 11" century¢ the century of the First Crusadgstarted off poorly for Christendom, too. Egyptian

caliph AlHakim ordered the destruction of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, @w@it / 2y a Gl y i Ay ¢
mother Helen in 330 A.D.); this remains today the mostitaa destruction of a key Christian holy site in

history. AlHakim also begin a systematic persecution of bothsBanis and Jews:

G¢KS / KNRAGAF YA ¢ SNEABndoNIRSWBIEN cibgses RonBXEed nedky, hal & hedg

long, half a metre wide, weighing five ratls, and uncovered so that people could see them. Theyrwere fo

bidden to ride horses and allowed only to ride mules or donkeys, with wooden saddles akdybiths

without any ornament. They had to wear the zunnar sash, and could not employ any Muslim or buy any

atr @S 2F SAGKSNI aSEo® tKSaS 2NRSNAR 6SNB a2 aadNrROlGfe
were destroyed and their contents werelpd S R X

In the year 1013 the Jews were compelled to wear belts around their necks when they entered the public
ol GKaXlIS] oY@ 2NRSNBR GKS / KN a (-Mdgyzia 15 kcehry Bggptian (2 € S| O
scholar; translation fronChronicles of th€rusadeps

(Note: It is only fair to point out that even fellow Moslem rulers consideredakim to bensane, and
that not all Moslem rulers peesuted Christians and Jews.)

As the 11 century wore on, Islam began chipping away at the Byzantine Enipe In 1071, Byza
tine emperor Romanus IV Diogenes was defeated and captured by the Turks attteeoBRlanzikert.
It was against this backdrop that Byzantine Emperor Alexius | Comnppealed for help against the
Seljuk Turks to Poperban Il h 1095 A.D.

Theological background

The early Christian church, up to the time of Constantine in the efrbedtury, was generally pacifist

in nature. However, after Constantine became emperor and accepted Christianity, gmifismp started

tohaveled agle& +ta | /KNRaAUGAIY R2OUNAYyS® PFAOSNI FEEX |
FFGSN) GKS w2Yly O9YLANB TStttz a4/ KNAAGSYR2Yeés y24
German, and English sovereigns, also had an interest in airaitg its borders against intruders.

No less a theological authority than St. Augustine of Hippo-43®), perhaps the greatest theologian of

0KS 9FNXIe& /KdNOK CFHiKSNAZ LINBYdA IF4SR GKS sARSE 27
tians todzd S A2t SYOS A y OSNI I A y OANDdzyaidl yOSaitpof hyS S
Gox @gKSNBE KS RSTAYS GKIFIG GKSNB I NB @S NI IYSy OA NO dx
to death:

41 26 SBSNE GKSNB I NB &2 Vife aldhbriy oLissowrelafivathatynheR Bay nokbe i KS RA
put to death. These exceptions are of tkimds, being justified either by a general law, or by a special
commissiorgranted for a time to some individual. And in this latter case, he to whathority isdele-

11



gated, and who is but the sword in the hand of him wises it, is not himself responsible for the death
he deals. And, accordingthey who have waged war in obedience to the divine command, or
in conformity with His laws, have represented in the@rgpons the publiqustice or the wisdom of go
ernment, and in this capacity have put death wicked men; such persons have by no means violated
theO2 YYI YRYSYy (i3I a¢ K Eitzof&édp.49) trayfsttied By Rev.tMa@réus Dadls, D.D)

In an exchage of letters (concerning the fate of some pagans who vandalized Christian churches) with
Nectarius in 408/409 A.D., Augustine opines that it is valid to use violence against enemies of Christian
Gesx rta f2y3 | a OK®raekaé@ddbw. A ay Qi NBE@Sy3ISo {S

G2S INB GKSNBF2NBE NBaz2f SR ySAGKSNI 2y (KS 2yS KIFIYyR i
fSIPS Ay @2dzNJ OAdGe dGKIFIiGd 6KAOK ¢2dz R 0S LéttergR &0 LISNY A
translated by The Rev. J. G. Cunhamg, M.A.)

G52 @& 2dz Ndtlafcdseof siidh krye] rage should be held up to the world as pasgingished?
We do not desire to gratify oumger by vindictive retributiorfor the past, but we are concerned to make
provision in a truly mercifudpirit for the future. Now, wicked men have something in respect to
whichthey may be punished, and that by Christians, in a merciful way, and tsopasmote their own
profit and weltbeing. For they have these thrélgings: the life and health of the bgdthe means of qu
porting that life,and the means and opportunities of living a wicked life. Let the two fomserain wn-
touched in the possession of those who repent of their crithes we desire, and this we spare no pains
to secure. But as to the tid, upon it God will, if it please Him, inflict punishment in His grmahpassion,
dealing with it as a decaying or diseased part, which museb®ved with the prming-] y A T&ta@r9) 6

When any one uses measures involving the infliction of some, paorder to prevent an inconsiderate

person from incurring the most dreadfplinishments by becoming accustomed to crimes which yield him

nol R@FyaGlr3aSy KS A& tA1S 2yS 6K2 iddxipfovoking sepeh®s Byda KI A NJ A
clapping hidands at them; in both caseshile the acting of love is vexatious to its object, nomfxer of

the body isinjured, whereas safety and life are endangered by that from which.t®&eNBR 2y A& RS SNNEBI
Wherefore it is for the most part an advantagettemseles when certain things are removed fromrpe

sons in whosé&eeping it is hazardous to leave them, lest they abuse théfhensurgeons see that a

gangrene must be cut away or cauteed, they often,out of compassion, turn a deaf ear to many cries.

If we hadbeenindulgently forgiven by our pants and teachers in our tender years every occasion on

which, being found in a fault, we begged to be let wffiich of us would not have grown up intoéble?

which of us would havkearned any useful thing? Suchmishments are administered by wise caret by

gl yiazy Qé&fdrdd4iranstated iy The Rev. J. G. Cugham, M.A.,emphasis added)

G . dzii KtBege b&dnyhealing virtue in the repentance of those who not only faitimowledge, but

even pesist in mocking and blaspheming Him who iste dzy ( | A y 2 FButfw@ MBKAthatvg S & & K X

are even taking measures for the benefit of these men, if, seeing tthety do not fear God, we inspire

fear in them by doing something wherebieir folly is chasened, while their real interests suffer no

wrong. We thusprevent that God whom they despise from being more grievopsbyoked by their

greater crimes, to which they would be emboldened bgisastrous assurance of impunity, and wespr

vent their assura®S 2F AYLlzyAd& FNRBY o0SAy3I aSGQ TF2NIK ALK
anSy 02dzNI 3SYSy G G2 2 0KS NEtefild4einphasis hdded) § KSA NI SEIl YL Sdé

First Crusade (1095099)

In November of 1095, at the Council of Clermont, Pope Urban Il gavelia ppéech calling on Western

Christians to give aid to their Eastern Christian brethren, who were under attack from Moslem Turks. He

also called for the liberation of Jerusalem, which had been under Moslem control for 400 years. It is said
thatwhenUrh y LL FAYAAKSR KAa aLISSOKZ (GKS ONRSR | a 2y
@26SR (G2 a0l 1S dzLJ 6KS ONRaa¢ 2y (GKS alLRiz FyR KIR
of the cross (the red cross would later be a symbol of manthefcrusader knights, including the

Knights Templar).
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In various letters written after the Council of Clermont, Urban Il explained his reasons for launching the
crusadegt YR 6 KI G GK2aS GKIFIG atz221 GKS ONRaa¢ O2dzxZ R SE

G2 S 1y 2ave aready h&ard from the testimony of many that the frenzy of the barbarians éas d

vastated the churches of God in the east. and has esrame to say seized into slavery the holy city of

Christ, Jerusalem. Grieving in pious contemplation of thiastés. we visited France and strongly urged

GKS LINAYyOSa FyR LIS2LXS 2F GKIFG € yR LétertosFaanders T2 NJ G0KS
translation fromChronicles of the Crusades

G2S KIFI®S KSFENR GKIG &2YS Dacaudeyda kid® that MiS woilil@ greaty (2 WS NI
please us. Know, then, thanyone who sets out on that journey, not out of lust for worldly advantage

but only for the salvation of his soul and for the liberation of the Church, is remitted in entirety alhpe

ance for his sinsjf he has made a true and perfect act of confession. This is because he has dedicated his
LISNE2Y FYR KAa ¢SIfdK (2 (Lé&té& tofBal@SatradstatioD BoRChroff R KA a Yy SA
cles of the Crusadpsmphasis added)

Urban liset August 15, 1096 as the official date for the beginning of the Crusade. That would indeed be
gKSYy (KS & #8eF ayQeft ifof the HOIWIAdE, but another group would beat them to the
punch.

t SFalydQa / Ndzal RS

Several months prior to the offed launch of the First Crusade (1096), atagarmy of pasants, led by

a French monk, began their march to the Holy Lands. The monk was Peter the Hermit {11850

and he was every bit as much of an advocate (and every bit as resjphnsible) fo the First Crusade as

Pope Urban Il. Peter became fanatical about seizing back the Holy Lands for Christendom when he
made a pilgrimage to the Holy Lands two years before the first Crusade, and observed the pador cond
tions under which Chslians lived.

N

{2dz2NDS& ljdz23S @I NBEAYy3 FAIdZNBaA F2NJ GKS aAril S 2F (K
many women, children, and clerics). 20,000 seems to be a reasonable filjnorigh one source says

GKS&8 6SNBE aY2NB ydzZYSNREAOOKI YKEAKS GKFRt ENAIGREQE G4
pious desire to seize back the Holy Lands, on the 2389 route from France to Constantinople

(through Germany, Hungary, Bulgaria), thecadled cusaders turned into a mob, looting and pillaging

at will, with Jews their special target. When they finally arrived at Constantinople, the emperon+eco

mended that they wait for the crusader army to follow, but thejused, and struck out for the Holy

Land. In short order, they were decimated by the Tuéar Ncaea.

Peter the Hermit, though, escaped capture or deathe was in Constantinople at the time of the defeat

by the Turks. After facing charges of desertion at the later Crusader siege at Antioch, Peter the Hermit
later delivered a key speech loeé the gates of Jerusalem that helped turn the tied against the Moslem
deferders.
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Latin kingdoms in the Holy Land

In August 1096, a vast Crusader army began the long trek from Europe to Constantinople. All of them
took the overland route, except foragmond of Toulouse, who crossed the Adriatic Sea with his army.
The vast armies (modern accounts say 30,0Q®0,000; older accounts say several hundred thousand)
used Constantinople as a staging area. Byzantine emperor Alexius | promised them hisisupparn

for a pledge from the Crusaders that any heretofore Byzantium land seized back from the Moslems
would be returned to Byzantine control (this pledge was only kept by the Crusaders in a small number of
cases).

In 1097, a Crusader army, 43,08l0ong, captured Nicaea (capital of Seljuk sultan, Qilij Arslan), armd dut
fully returned it to the control of the Byzantine emperor. In 1098, though, Baldwin of Boulogne occ
pied Edessa, and created the first Latin kingdom in the Holy Lands. Antiosbdielafter to the Gr-

sader army, anddrame the second Frankish kingdom. On June 7, 1099, the Crusader army encamped
before the greatest prize of aflJerusalem. The @ader army (15,000 strong) was led by:

Godfrey of Bouillon, Duke of Lower Lorin

Raymond, Count of Toulouse

Robert, Duke of Normandy (son of William the Conqueror)
Robert, Count of Flanders

I D >

In the fiveweek siege, the Crusader army suffered severe losses, and was short of just about everything
needed to be successfglwater, food,and wood for building siege enginesepRated attacks against
the welldefended walls of Jerusalem failed.

In time, though, supplies arrived via Jaffa, and wood was brought in from far away in the Judean cou
tryside. Huge siege engines were built, uiithg portable towers (a laord of the Rings:dRurn of the
King, and catapults that could hurl a 3@@und stone 150 yards. On July 8, in response to a vision r
ceived by a Clsiian cleric, the Crusader army marched around the walls of JerusalemobareThe
Moslem defenders mocked them. The Crusaders trstenied to a speech by Peter the Hermit on the
Mount of Olives, exhorting the Crusaders to put aside their differences and work together to take Jer
salem. The stage was set for the sushdsassault.
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