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LQ@S | f gl & abelie®biy adlt SandadBaofidbl classes and Bible studies in our churches. And many
churches have quality, Biblicalbased adulfocused programs. Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to
R2gyLX e I RdzZ & SRdzOl (A 2y I nof2bAdifiny yh #seld, Yr foduSiAgioR tNdBngedsiof S R dzO |-
GKS adzy OKdzZNOKSREé T 4 K S dtgpanditietldgyOsde ofiedzidifposehsigndded.dzNO K K A &

Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the Bible and the basic tenets ang dfistee
Faith. Among the reasons:

1 Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the chqixttult Sunday School classes/Bible
studies may be their first serious introduction to what Christianity is all about
1 Christianity (and especially &welical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular
culture (movies, music, etc.). We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith against
al - 01 62NJ (2 LINPGARS || aNBlFRe& RSF¥SyaSé¢ Fa tSGSNI al e
1 Evenadult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history
of their Faith

To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and those just starting out in the

G{ OK22f R2ROLEKMNARGAESY || aSNASa 2F O2dzNBSa (KIG F20dza 2y
Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church. The topics represented in these courses are
AYUiSYRSR (2 020K FwaNIlinkHe Nhithi EsSwell s Ndivk @sial dkagting Paint for Christian
apolbgetics.

While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High School and
College projects, especially the coursesused primarily omistorical aspects.

One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I come from a Reformed
Church background), but | hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughout the various courses.
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Introduction

This survey study oBasic Christian Theology taken from a series of sermons and Sunday School
O2dz2NAESa (KFdG LQ@S 6NRGGSY 2 @Solrsd ikis answerihe quesiion® S| NA d
2 KIFG R2 J/KNRAGAFYya o0StASOSKE |yR a2KIFdG R2 tNRGS:
different from Roman Catholic beliefs). This course was written to be taught in-theair 60-90

minutes sectiong, it is not meant to be an in depth study.

{LISOATAOITtes gSQft O20SNJ G1KS&asS G2LMAOay

A The Apostles Creed and the Nicene Creed (two Creeds accepted by almost all Christians, Catholic
and Protestant)

A Basic Reformation (Protestant) theology

A Evidence for the historat Jesus

Some may question why the third topic above is in a course on basic theology, but | actually consider it
to be key, because Christianity, more than any other religion, is based on the belief that a series of
historical events actually occurrech@ death and resurrection of Jesus Christ). Paul goes so far as to say
GKFG AT GKSasS S@gSyida RARYQG | OlGdzd tte 200dz2NE 2dzNJ T

"But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no
resurredion of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.
Andif Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your. fatbre than that, we are

then found to be false withesses about God, for ave testified about God that he raised Christ from

the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then
Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futikxeystill in your

sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ,
we are to be pitied more than all men." (NIV, | Corinthians 139, 2emphasis added)

The Apostles Creed

‘ "Christian truth ould not possibly be put into a shorter and clearer statemegqiMartin Luther ‘

The Apostles Creed (along with the Nicene Creed) is a basic statement of Christian belief. It defines the
set of beliefs that makes a Christian a Christian. The Creed wugisatly written partially as an
affirmation of basic Christian beliefs, and partly agfutation of Gnostic beliefs.

The Apostles Creed is recited in many churches every Sunday during worship. Why do Christians make
such a weekly public proclamatio?K S ySSR (2 SELINBaa 2ySQa oStAST LI
9-10:

"That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from

the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you belekare justified, and it is with your
mouth that you confess and are saved." (NIV, Romans-10) 9

Historical background

‘ "I call it the Apostles' Creed, though | am by no means solicitous as to its authogshihti Calvin




Although the Apostles Creeir & f 2y 3 02Ny GKS ARSYGAFASNI al Ladt s

Apostlesg there is no reference to it in the New Testament, nor did any of the apostles ever claim to
have written it (although there are necanonical sources that claim that ea&postle (Matthias
replacing Judas) added one of the original 12 statements (or "articles")).

Although the apostles did not write the Creed, it is still ancient in origirdates back to at least the
mid-2nd century. It was probably originally usedaasreed spoken during (adult) baptism ceremonies,

as a basic statement of Christian faith. The Apostles Creed was a Western church creed, as the Nicene
Creed was a product of the Eastern Church.

The version we use today was fairly intact by the 7/8tintades. There are slight variations in the
Catholic and Protestant versions (and between Protestant denominations) used today.

The Creed is divided into three main sectietelief in the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost (Spirit),
thus underscoringhe Trinitarian beliefs of Christiansbelief in the threein-one God. A phrasbky-
phrase look at the Creed follows.

The Apostles Creed line by line

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

We put our faith in an omnipotent, ompmiesent God that created everything in the universe, both
material and spiritual. This God has ultimate and complete control over everything in the universe. This
is in stark contrast to some Gnostic and Eastern religions that believe that there ar@dd® in the
universe of equal strengthone that created the heaven and the spiritual realm, one that created earth
and the material realm. One of the reasons the Apostles Creed was originally written was to refute
GKSAaS aGRdzrtAalé GOASoa

And in Jesus Chtj His only Son, our Lord,
Jesus is the Son of Gedot just a prophet or teacher.

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary

While Jesus was a human being, there was something special about his birth and pardtitagemes

from God. (Protestants generally view that Mary was the mother of the human part of Jesus, and not
"Mary, Mother of God"). A key point is that Jesus was NOT just a spirit, as some early Gnostics claimed
(docetism), but was an incarnate human being.

suffered undePontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried

Some people may wonder why a sacred creed of the Christian Church contains a reference to an
obscure Roman governor of 2000 years ago. The reason for the reference isChitstianity is a
religion that & based on the belief in the occurrence of certain historical events, one of which is the
crucifixion and death of Jesus Christ. The reference to Pilate (whom archeology has proved to have
been a real person) places Jesus in an historical place in amidasttime. Jesus interacted with
historical figures, and died a horrible death

He descended into hell (Hades)



This part of the Creed is the most controversial, and difficult to understand statement in the Creed. It
was not in the early baptismal versicd = ' yR AayQd LINBaSyd Ay a2vyYS t NJ
(Mennonite, Methodist). There are various interpretations:

A Some view that it means the same as "buried", or "tomb"

A It may mean that Jesus descended to the "abode of the dead" (the meanihgads"- "hell" is an
Anglo{  E2Yy 62NROZ FYyR 6la &SLINIGSR FTNRY D2R RdzNA
Death" is isolation from God). (See also the curious passages at 1 Pet20B:18

A "But after explaining what Christ endured in the sightnodn, the Creed appropriately adds the
invisible and incomprehensible judgment which he endured before God, to teach us that not only
was the body of Christ given up as the price of redemption, but that there was a greater and more
excellent pricet that he bore in his soul the tortures of condemned and ruined man...Thus by
engaging with the power of the devil, the fear of death, and the pains of hell, he gained the victory,
and achieved a triumph, so that we now fear not in death those things which oncePhas
destroyed." (John Calvighristian Institutes

the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty;

The key moment in Christianity is the resurrection of Christ. Pauldriftidans 15:1219 believed that
this event was so important, that Christianity had little meaning withoutoét ! Yy R A F [/ KNRX ad ¢
been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith."

This part of the Creed also demonstrates that Jesus hgseaial place in heavenat the side of the
Father (see also Revelation Chapters 4&5).

from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

Jesus is the final arbiter of humanitgll will be judged whether living or dead. This final judgment is
described in Revelation 20:415:

"Then | saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and
there was no place for them. And | saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books
were opened Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to
what they had done as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and
Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person wasdualtcording to what he had done.

Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. If anyone's
name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire." (NIV, Rew28)12

| beliee in the Holy Ghost;
The third part of the triune Godthe Holy Ghost (Spirit), our counselor and comforter.

the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints;

"Catholic" in this context means, simply, "universait'is NOT referring to the Roman Galic Church.

Thus, it is still included in many Protestant versions of the Creed. However, some Protestant versions
substitute other verbiage the Anabaptist (Mennonite) version, for example, says "a holy general
Christian church"; Luther said, simpholy Christian Church"

In this case, "church" does not refer to a building, organization, or denominaiiois the sum of all
believers, living, dead, or to be born. It transcends denominational boundaries. The universal church is



made up of the asembly or congregation of Christians (or "saints", as the Apostle Paul uses the term)
us!

forgiveness of sins;

One of the key reasons that Christ became incarnate redeem our sins. All humans are sinners
(including all Christians)hut Christians @ forgiven of their sins, by the sacrifice of Christ on the cross.

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting

The death of the body is not the end of the line for Believers. We will have everlasting life with God.
The phrase "resurrection ofthe body" evokes an image of Halloween creatures in a graveyard.
However, we do not know exactly what form this resurrection will take. As Paul says in | Corinthians
15:51:-52:

"Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all begbd-in a flash, in the twinkling of
an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will
be changed.”

Amen.
So be it!

The Nicene Creed

Historical Background

In 312 A.D., an amazing event occuregerhaps the most amazing event i
church history since the time of the apostles. A general in the Roman En
named Constantine marched on Rome, in an attempt to take over contrc
the Western Empire. Arrayed against him were the forceSlaxentius, éur

times as strong. At a key point in the battle, Constantine had a vision, whiig
described by Ecclesidsal Historian Eusebius

al'S aAlFAR GKFG lo2dzi y22y3 6KS. -
decline, he saw with his own eyes the trophy of a croEght in the heavens, above the sun,
and bearing the inscriptionCONQUERBY THIS At this sight he himself was struck with
amazement, and his whole army alsehich followed him on this expedition, and witnessed the
YANI Of Soé

Constantine went on to withe battle against Maxentius, take over control of the Western Empire, and
convert to Christianity, the first Roman Emperor to do so. By 324 A.D., Constantine had taken over the
Eastern Empire as well, and had established Christianity as the prefetigidn in his realm.

While Constantine was primarily focused on political and military issues, his bishops were in the midst of
a great debate, started by the Presbyter of Alexandria Arius (c.-Z3® A.D.). Arius believed that
Jesus, the Son was arlower level than the Father. Specifically:

6¢KS CILGKSNI SEAAGSR 0S¥2NB (KS {2yd ¢KSNB gl a&a | GAYS
created by the Father. Therefore, although the Son was the highest of all creatures, he was not of the
esiSyO0S 2F D2R®E



Arius viewed that Christ was an intermediary distinct from the Father (or that there was a difference of
substancelfomoiousid, or essential being between thatRer and the Son.).

Arguing strenuously against the views of Arius was Atbiasa (c. 29873 A.D.), later Bishop of
Alexandria. Athanasius argued that tA&rd (John 1:118) kecame man the Word did not coménto a
man. Thus, Christ is fully God and fully man.

High Noon occurred in 325 A.D. when Constantine, emperor of tmeaRdEmpire ordered that the
debate be settled once and for all. A great church council was ordered, and it took place at Nicea (in
Bithynia). Over 300 bishops attended the council, most from the Eastern part of the Empire. Arius lost
the debate, and theriew of Athanasiusdcame the view of the church. The doctrinehmfimoousiosvas
affirmed ¢ that Christ was of one (or the same) substance with the Father.

2 KAfS GKS SIENXIASNI !'LR2aGt SQa / NBSR GSyRSRené2 T2 0d:
Creed tended to focus on the relationship of Christ to the Father (and, later, the Holy Ghost).

-

St. Athanasius, who argued successfuliy against the views of Arius
The Nicene Creed line by linen(fishVVersion1549)

We believe in one God the Fath®mighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and
invisible.

God created everything in the univergencluding physical things (refuting the views of the Gnostics,
which viewed that there were two gods in the universe, one that createdailire heavenly and spiritual
realms, and one that created the impure physical realms.)

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the @@gotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds, God
of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, ndenteeing of one substance with the Father
by whom all things were made,;

The centerpiece of the Creeglthe relation of Christ to the Father. As noted above, Christ was NOT a
ONBIFIGSR 0SAy3ax o0dzi NI GKSNJ aD2R 27 DwlRith deriptre & ¢ NJzS
readings such as Colossians:

G1'S Aa GKS AYIF3IS 2F (GKS Ay@ArairotS D2RX GKS FANRGOZNY
things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulerthorities; all

GKAy3a 6SNB ONBIFGSR 06& KAY YR FT2NJ KAYO® 'S Aa 0STF2NJ
Col 1:1517)
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very connected. The Creed says of the ONE substance¥d s
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who for us men, and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of
the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and was crucified alsadainder Pontius Pilate. He suffered and

was buried, and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and
sitteth on the right hand of the Father.

Quite similar in verbiage to the Apostles Creednd making the sampoint. Christ actually became a
living, breathing human beinghe was a historical figure, who lived, died on the cross, and rose again.
He was not just a spirit, as some Gnostics believed.

And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quiakthe dead, whose kingdom shall have no
end.

There will be a Second Coming, and a final day of reckaninglgment Day, where the living and the
dead will be judged by Christ himself (see Revelation 205)1

And we believe in the Holy Spirit [the oridimarsion of the creed ended here], the Lord and Giver of Life,
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.

This passage confirms the Trinitarian nature af godheadc Father, Son and Holy Ghost. This is also
the section that helped cause the schism between the Roman Church, and the Eastern (Orthodox)
Church in the 11 century (and also, the only significant difference in the Creed between the Eastern
and Western churches). The Eastern Church says that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the¢Rather
Western Church (including the Protestant churches) say that the Spirit proceeds from the drattibe

Son.

And we believe one holy catholic and apostolic Ghurc
There is one universal church, founded and descendent from the apostles.

We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. And we look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come. Amen.

The death of the body is not the erad the line for Believers. We will have everlasting life with God.
The Creed also supports the idea of one baptism being sufficient for the remission of sins.

Reformation (Protestant) theology

The 1&-century Protestant reformers (such as Martin Luth@ohn Calvin, Ulrich Zwingli and Menno
Simon) disagreed on some key issues, which led to the proliferation of Protestant denominations that
we know today. Among the areas of disagreement:

A Infant vs. adult baptism

A Relationship between church and state

A Themeaning of the Eucharist (Communion)

A And in later times (1600s orpredestination vs. free will

10



However, there was a key theology that ALL of the reformers agreed on,
forms the basis for almost all Protestant denominations today. Martin Lu
coined the term "evangelical” to refer to someone that held these core beli
the most prominent evangelical preacher in the world today is probably
Graham.

alye 2F (KSasS SgryasStAaololrt o0StASTa
in Rorman Catholic tradition, especially in the theology of St. Augustil
However, by the time of the Reformation, the writings of Augustine were no
the forefront of Roman Catholic theology.

f aAYE

The Core Beliefs of the Protestant Reformers

All mankind are uragenerate sinnersthere is nothing that man can do on his own to achieve salvation

The early Reformers (as well as Augustine before them) believed in the doctrine of "original sin",
meaning that all humans are tainted by the sin of Adam & Eve (inclmgwgorn children). Because of
YIY1TAYRQa Y2NIf RSLIN}I@GAGerI GKSNB Aa y20iKxkya GKI G
FY2dzy G 2F 3I22R RSSR alLRAyidiaé Oy 2@0SNDO2YS YIyQa A

Paul in Romans 3 wrote:

"As it is written: "Theeg is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who
seeks God...all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God..." (NIV, Romaii4 B:10

Sin is a massive gulf between God and humda®esd sent his Son, Jesus, to redeemsthe of mankind.
Through faith in Jesus, humans can become reconciled (justified) with God.

God is omnipotent, omniscient, and wholly good. Because humans are utterly evil (when left to their
own devices), there is no way that we can become reconcileguébified) with God on our own. God
sent his son to act as a bridge, or mediator, between unregenerate humans, and Himself:

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternalfé. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
al @S G(KS $g2NIR GKNRAAK KAY®PE O6bLxX W2KY OoYMCKMT O

The key to reconciliation (justification) with God is faith in Jesus Christ.

It can be said that the whole Reformation statteecause Martin Luther had a revelation regarding one
verse in the Bible, which concerned how human beings could become reconciled with God through
faith:

"For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith freonldiss
just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith."" (NIV, Rom 1:17)

About the above verse, Luther said:
"The righteousness of God is the cause of our salvation. This righteousness, however, is not that

according to which God Himsé#f righteous as God, but that by which we are justified by Him through
faith in the Gospel. It is called the righteousness of God in contradistinction to man's righteousness which

11



comes from works...righteousness (justification) precedes works and goa#swgrow out of it."
(Luther'sCommentary on Romanp. 41)

Salvation for humans beings is through the Grace (unmerited favor) of God algne is worthy of
salvation

The reformers believed that man is reconciled with God solely through faith, amd $avthe Grace
(unmerited favor) of God, not through anything that mankind does on his/her own (because no human
being would be worthy enough on their own).

This view was a direct challenge to the Roman Catholic hierarchy of the day, which preached that
salvation was a combination of works (which could include giving alms, going to confession/mass,
celebrating feast days, etc.), and faith.

As pointed out in the verses from Ephesians below, even faith itself is a gift oftGa@fore, humans
on ther own can do nothing to achieve salvation.

"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faitid this not from yourselves, it is the gift of Ged
not by works, so that no one can boast." (NIV, Epk32:8

Mankind is not saved through works/orksare a result of justification, not a cause

The Apostle Paul makes it clear in a number of passages that we are not saved through "works" (good
things that we do), or through observing the "Law" (attending church, maintaining rituals, etc.).
Salvation wilhot be achieved by how many good "points" we accumulate. For example:

"So too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace. And if by grace, then it is no longer by
works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace." (NIV, Rom@.}:5

Thisdoes not mean that we shouldn't practice good works! Rather, it means that good works are a
result of our being saved ("They'll know we are Christians by our love"), not the price of admission to
being saved.

"And, therefore it is taught with perfect @ith, that no man procures favor with God by means of works,
but that, on the contrary, works are not pleasing to God unless the person has previously found favor in
his sight." (John Calvi@hristian Institutels

The table below shows some of the key NEastamentverses that formed the bases for Reformation
theology.

Reference | Notes
Genesis 15:6 Abraham's belief
Romans 1:17 Righteousness by faith
Romans 3:1431 No one is worthy of salvation
Romans 4 Paul discussing Abraham
Romans 5. Gaining accesto Grace by faith
Romans 5: 21 Reconciliation through Christ
Romans 116 Remnant chosen by Grace
2 Corinthians 5: 121  |Ministry of reconciliation
Galatians 3:® Children of Abraham
Ephesians 2:-10 Salvation through Grace alone

12



Titus 3: 47 Justification by Grace
1 Peter 1: 312 Goal of your faith

Other Core Theological Beliefs Among the Early Reformers

Priesthood of believers

This was a term coined by Lutheit became a doctrine preached by all of the primary early reformers.
Luther bdieved that each individual could interpret the Bible on their own, without external authority,
such as popes or other prelates. He also believed that individuals did not need intermediaries between
themselves and God (such as a priest in the confes3ional

The Bible should be available in the vernacular, or the common language of the people.

Prior to the Reformation, the Bible was generally translated solely into Latin, which was understood by a
very small segment of the population (clergy, some merchaets.) Roman Catholic Masses were
conducted in Latin until Vatican Il in the 1960s.
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the stage for an explosion of translations in the years to corNever again would large population
groups be prevented from reading (and interpreting) the Bible on their own.

These aforementioned two doctrines were a direct threat to the European hegemony of the Roman
Catholic Church, which based much of its autlyorin its seHproclaimed right to interpret the
Scriptures, and to act as an intermediary between God and man.

Bible as the sole authority of the Word of God

The reformers believed the Bible was the sole authoritative word of God. The Roman Catholic view
(then and now) is/was that church tradition/councils/teachings are on equal authoritative footing with
the Holy Scriptures.

The Universal Church

Prior to the Reformation, the "Church" was generally defined as the Roman Ch
with its papal head. Witlthe coming of the Reformation, the "Church" began to |
defined as the total of the saved, living, dead, or to be born (regardless
denomination). A strong proponent of this view was John Calvin, founder of
Reformed Church, one of two great Protestanovements that came out of the 16
century (Lutherans being the second).

Evidence for the Historical Jesus

As mentioned in the introduction, Christianity, more than any other religion, is predicated on the fact
that a set of historical actually occude, the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. If Jesus did
not exist, then Christianity may contain some interesting guides on how to live a moral life, but it has no
basis as a faith that brings redemption and salvation. Thus, the questioheoévidence for the
historical Jesus is very relevant.
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The Gospels as History

"Matthew also issued a written Gospel among the Hebrews in their own dialect, while Peter and Paul
were preaching at Rome, and laying the foundations of the Church. After teeartire, Mark, the
disciple and interpreter of Peter, did also hand down to us in writing what had been preached by [Peter.
Luke also, the companion of Paul, recorded in a book the Gospel preached by him. Afterwards, John, the
disciple of the Lord, who alshad leaned upon His breast, did himself publish a Gospel during his
residence at Ephesus in Asia." (Irenédgainst Heresies3.1.1)

In the last 150 years, the Gospels of the New Testament have come under attack by those that question
their historicalaccuracy. Yet, again and again, archaeological and historical evidence continues to verify
the accuracy of the Gospels. This is especially interesting considering the Gospels were not written as
histories, but rather, as testaments of faith.

However,the fact that the Gospels are not biographies of the life of Jesus, doesn't mean that the
historical detail contained therein is not accurate. For example, famous archaeologist Sir William
Ramsey said:

"Luke is a historian of the first rank...this authshould be placed along with the very greatest of
historians." (McDowell, p. 110)

What the Gospels tell us about the historical Jesus

1 His mother's name was Mary; she was betrothed to Joseph, a carpenter

9 Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, not by Josep

1 Before Jesus was born, Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem to participate in a census called by
the Emperor Augustus

1 Jesus was born in Bethlehem during the reign of Herod the Great (Herod died in 4 B.C., so Jesus was
born <=4 B.C))

1 Jesus was descenddebm King David in the House of Judah (and may have been considered the

legitimate King of the Jews by some.)

1 Herod, fearing that Jesus was the legitimate heir to the Davidic dynasty, ordered all boys 2 years
and younger, in and around Bethlehem, to bairs|

Mary & Joseph took Jesus to safety in Egypt, until the death of Herod

Several prophets identified the baby Jesus as the Jewish Messiah ("anointed one")

Jesus grew up in Nazareth in Galilee (Northern Palestine)

Jesus had brothers (James, Joseph, Jug$anon), and sisters

Jesus was a carpenter by trade (as was his father, Joseph)

Jesus began his ministry at about 30 years of age, after he was baptized in the Jordan River by his

relative (cousin?) John the Baptist
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Jesus spet0 days in the desert to prepare for his mission; he successfully resisted temptation by
the devil

Jesus made Capernaum in Galilee the headquarters of his ministry
Jesus primarily ministered to the Jews, but also had Samaritan and Roman followers

Photo by Robert Jones

Jesus had twelve close followers, referred to as Apostles. He had many other followers (attracting
crowds at least as large as 5,000 in some cases). Some of his most loyal followers were women,
including Mary Magdalene.

At some pointm his ministry, Jesus proclaimed himself the Son of God

Jesus performed 36 recorded miracles, including raising from the dead, healings, turning water into
wine, walking on water, and providing food to 5,000+ people from 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish
Jesuspreached a message of redemption from sin, salvation by faith in God and His Son, and
proclaimed that the Kingdom of God was nigh.

Jesus performed numerous exorcisms, driving out demons

Jesus was betrayed by one of his 12 followers (Judas Iscariot) durisigto Jerusalem for Passover
Jesus was tried before members of the Jewish Sanhedrin, and accused of blasphemy, for proclaiming
himself the Messiah of Old Testament prophecy, and the Son of God

Because the Jews had no law to put a man to death, theydht Jesus before the Roman Governor

of Judea, Pontius Pilate. Pilate deferred the case to Herod Antipas, ruler of Galilee. Herod Antipas
returned Jesus to Pilate.

Pilate offered to the crowd in Jerusalem to release Jesus, but they demanded hisiorucifix

Jesus was tortured by Roman soldiers
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1 Jesus was crucified on a Hill called Golgotha (Calvary). When he died, a great darkness appeared
over Jerusalem, and several miraculous events occurred.

Jesus rose from the dead, and appeared several timesad\postles, and women followers

40 days after he rose from the dead, Jesus ascended to heaven
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What the Gospels don't tell us

1 What time of year Jesus was born

1 When or how Joseph died

1 What Jesus did between the ages of3®

1 Anything about the Essenes (possibly the Dead Sea Scroll sect)

Validating the GospelsHistorical Evidence

It is interesting to hear how secular contemporaries of Jesus described Him. In Act2@5ua get
some clues from the New Testament itself. But sudementioned by contemporary secular sources
outside the New Testament? While the number of references is probably fewer than you might
imagine, they do exist! The primary source material is from Jewish turitmaian historian Flavius
Josephus.

Flavits Josephus (37 A.D. {100 A.D.)

Josephus was a Jewish aristocrat that led rebel troops against the Romans in
Galilee during the First Jewish Revolt-f@& A.D.) He later betrayed the
Jews, and served the Romans. In his later life, he wrote two neassiv
historical works:

1 The Jewish War

1 Jewish Antiquities

John the Baptist, James the Just (brother of Jesus), and Christ are all
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