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churches have quality, Biblicalbased adulfocused programs. Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to
downplay adult education, foéuA y 3 2y OKAf RNByQa SRdzOFGAz2y oy2d4d | oFR

GKS adzy OKdzZNOKSREé T 4 K S dtgpanditietldgyOsde ofiedzidifposehsigndded.dzNO K K A &

Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the RBidiethe basic tenets and history of the
Faith. Among the reasons:

1 Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the chqixttult Sunday School classes/Bible
studies may be their first serious introduction to what Christianity is all about

1 Caristianity (and especially Evangelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular
culture (movies, music, etc.). We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith against a
GFO1 62NJ (2 LINR DA Résaysind R&8dr R1B) RSFSyasSé a tS

1 Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history
of their Faith

To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and those just startingtbe

G{ OK22ft 2F /KNRAaAlG&é0X LQ@BS 6NAGGSY + &ASNARSE 2F O2dz2NESa
Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church. The topics represented in these courses are
intendedto® 4 K FdzNIKSNJ GKS LI NGAOALIYGQa 6Ff] Ay GK® CFHAGKEZ
getics.

While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High Schdel and Co
lege projects, especially ¢hcoursesdcused primarily on historical aspects.

One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I come from a Reformed
Church background), but | hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughouttheis courses.
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Introduction

& APTISMs the initiatory sign by which we are admitted to the fellowship of the Church, that being e

grafted into Christ we may be accounted children of God. Moreover, the end for which God has diven it

(this | Have shown to be common to all mysteries) is, first, that it may be conducive to our faith in him;

and, secondly, that it may serve the purpose oRaye ¥ Sdai 2y Y2y 3 YSyéd oW2KYy /[ | f¢
ChristanRefA 2 y ¢ £ LJ® mMnp MU

G. FLIXGAAY Aa | YIYyAFSadlrdAazy 2F GKS ClIGKSNHa&a |[LINBGSYAS
communication of new life in the Spirit; it brings people ithe inheritance of God and joins them to the
.2Re& 2F [/ KNR&aGX GKS / KdZNOK®E o60aLYyadNHzOGA2Y hly LYTlyli
of the Faith; fproved by His Holiness Pope John Paul 1l, October 20, 1980)

The term "baptism" comesdm the Greek wordbaptizo,g KA OK Y S| y a YYSNESS
dip, submerge". Few Christians would argue the inmpence of Baptism yet few
topics have caused such controversy in the history of the Universal Church. D

such as the following continue eveoday:

Is baptism necessary to salvation?

Is infant baptism supported by the Scriptures, or should ondjiébers" be baptized?

If part of the reason for baptism is the remission of sins, what about sins committed after baptism?

How should the baptism ceremny be conducted should catechumens be immersed, or only

"sprinkled"?

1 What happens if someone is baptized by a priest aristeér who is later excommunicated or who
breaks away from the church? Is the baptism still "good"?

9 Should people be "rebaptized'they leave one denomation for another?

1
T
1
T

How different Christian groups respond to these and other questions can lead to situations, such as
schisms (the Donatists and Pelagians with the Catholic Church) and persecution (the Anabaptists in the
early days of the Protestant Refomtion).

This booklet will attempt to give a brief history of Christian Baptism, using the historical panopty to i
troduce some of the theological ampents for and against various baptism practices and beliefs. Topics
will include baptism in the Bible, baptism in the early church, the EistiRelagian controversies of the

4th and 5th centuries (and the huge impact that St. Augustine of Hippo had on the views of the Catholic
Church on baptism), and the Protestantti@s regading infant baptism that were to come a thousand
years later.

As | am a Presbyterian Elder, my theological viewpoints tend to be Cabvieisted. However, | will
attempt to maintain neutrality on the issues discussed herein.

Timeline

c.182/88 |[LNBY Il Sdza Ay a! IFAyad | SiNB
A.D. cally mention infant baptism
c. 215 I ALt eddza Ay GKS a! Lladz
(KS OKAf RNBY ¢




Date Event

c. 250 Some Christians commit apostasy under the pamsen of
Decian

c. 251 Novatian, a presbyter of Rome, breaks away from the
Catholic Church after apostate priests are readmitted to
the Church

c. 254256 | Cyprian of Carthage argues that baptisms given bysschi
matics are invalid; Bishop Stephen of Rome holds that t
sagaments belong not to the minister but to Christ

303306 [5A20f SGAlIyYyQa LISNARSOdziAz2Yy

311 & 315| First Majorinus, and then Donatus set up as rival bishop|
Carthage, after a bishop is ordained by a possiblestape.
"Donatists" believed a) onlydbatist baptisms are valid
and b) baptisms performed by the unworthy are invalid

c. 312 Conversion of Constantine to Christianity

314 Donatism condemned by the Council of Arles

337 Constantine is baptized shortly before his death

c. 380 British monk Pelagius shocked by lax morals among
Christians in RomeHe eventually rejects the dtrines of
Grace and Original Sin, but still believes that infants shd
be baptized (John 3:5)

387 St. Augustine baptized by St. Ambrose

393 Augustine begins his offensiveagst the Donatists

411 Arbitration in Carthage rules in favor of Augustine, and
against the Donatists

412¢ 421 | Augustine writes thirteen works and letters denaiimg
the views of PelagiusAugustine believes that we are all
tainted by original sin; upaptized children are c@lemned
to "darkness"

418 [ 2dzy OAt 2F / F NIKF3IS O2w-RS
02Ny AyFlryia aKz2dzZ R y2i o

418 Pelagius excommunicated by Pope Zosimus

431 Pelagian heresy condemned at the Goiliof Ephesus

1412 Council 6 Florence states that infants should receive baj
AAdY ala az2z2y Fa Aad 02y @Sy

January | Several students of Ulrich Zwingli illegally rebaptizarthe

21, 1525 | selves in Zurich, starting the Anabaptist rament

1536 W2Ky /It @AYy Lldzof SaKSa a/ K

1528 [ dzi KSNJ aidl GSa A yveiustdbe HatizedA
2NJ 6S OFlyy2i( 06S al gSRé

1609 Englishman John Smyth-baptizes 40 followers in Asa
terdam, starting the Baptist movement

1644 Baptist congregations in London draw up First Londam-(
fessif) 2 6AGK 0SSt ASOSNRA ol LI
tenet

1649 Westminster Confession affirms infant baptism, but view
that baptism is not necessary for salvation

c. 1900 DANIK 2F tSyidSoz2adlrtArays
with the Holy Ghost andNi5 ¢

1980 Pope John Paul Il strongly reaffirms the necessitynfant
OFLIAAYZ Ay GKS aLyaidNHaG




Date Event
cred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

Baptism in the Old Testament

There is no explicit reference in the Old Testait® baptism, although some commentaries point out
that baptism was practiced during the end of the intestamental period by Jews initiating Gentile
converts into Judaism.

While there is no explicit reference to baptism in the Old d@®&nt as we undestand it in the Christian
sense, there are references to various elements that will eventually assert themselves in Christian bap
ism, such as the use of water for ceremonial purification, the pouring out of the Holy Spirit onundivid
als, and (possibly)circumcision.

Whether circumcision should be viewed as an Old Testament form of baptism is a theological choice
primarily dictated by whether one believes in infant baptism or not. Those in favor of the circumc
sion/baptism linkage argue that, just ascumcision marked a child in the Old Testament as being part

of the conenant of Abraham, so infant baptism in the Christian sense marks a child as being part of the
new covenant of Jesus Christ. John Calvin, one of the founders odftiren@d Churchcomments:

"We have, therefore, a spiritual promise given to the fathers iouencision, similar to that which is given

to us in baptism, since it figured to them both the forgiveness of sins and the mortification of the
Ft SAaKXEKS 2yt & mBinsTMhnnBxiedd cerriohyOvwhiciNSthe least part of it, the chief
part consisting in the promise and the thing signifietence we may conclude, that everything appalic

ble to circumcision applies also to baptism, excepting always the differencehe visible cerem-
ny...For just as circumcision, which was a kind of badge to the Jews, assuring them that they were
adopted as the people and family of God, was their first entrance into the Church, while they, in their
turn, professed their allegiand® God, so now we are initiated by baptism, so as to be enrolled among
his people, and at the same time swear unto his naience it is incontrovertible, that baptism has

been substituted for circumcision, and performs the same offi¢€alvin, "Chsgtian Institutes”, p. 1473)

The Roman Catholic Church takes a similar view, believing that baptism is the Christian equivalent of
circumcision. The Baptist and Anabaptist (Mennonite, Amish) view is, of course, somewhantiffe
and will be examined in duearse.

Reference Comments

Gen 17:114 GC2NJ GKS 3ASYySNIGA2Yya
you who is eight days old must be@idzY O A a

Isa 44:3 "I will pour out my Spirit on your &pring..."

Joel 2:28/29 GL sAff LI2dzNJ 2dzi Ye ({

Lev16:4, Lev 16:24 | Ceremonial washings

Ez 36:25 aL gAft aLINAYyl1ftS Of Sl
Of SI yodde

Psalms 51:B "Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me fron
Y aAyooos




Baptism in the New Tesiment

John's baptism

We are first introducedd the subject of Baptism in the New Testament through John the Baptist, an
(unspecified) relative of Christ. John's tiam, typically practiced by full immersion in the Jordan River,

is defined asa baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sinstlisTtoncept of a baptism of repe

tance, and for the forgiveness of sins later becomes an important element (although not, of course, the
sole eement) of Christian baptism.

Reference Comments

Matt 3:5- 3:6

Baptized by him in the Jordan River.

Matt 3:11

Baptism for repentance

3:3

Mark 1:4- 1:8; Luke

"...a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness ¢

sins."

Luke 3:1- 3:18

Signs of true repentance

Luke 7:29 7:30

Effects of John's baptism

John 1:24 1:26

W2 Ky Q& | dzii K2 NR G @

John's baptism attracteénough attention in its time to have been recorded by Jewish historiag Jos
phus 50 years later in his "Jewish Anttops":

bH® b2g az2YS$§

2T

iKS wWSga (K2dAaAKI

GKI G

GKS RSaiGNXzOG A 2

justly, as a punishment of whée did againsfiohn, that was called the Baptistor Herod slew him, who

was a good man, and commanded the Jews to exercise virtue, both as to righteousness towards one
another, and piety towards God, and so to come to baptism; for that the washing jvéter] would be
acceptable to him, if they made use of it, not in order to the putting away [or the remission] of some sins
[only], but for the purification of the body; supposing still that the soul was thoroughly purified &efor
hand by righteousness..(Josephus, "Jewish Antiquities”, Book 18, Chapter 5)

The baptism of Christ

Of course John's baptism would have an especiapoitant role in beginning the ministry
of Jesus Christ on earth. Jesus, although without sin, is baptized inrden Jiverby his
relative John. The event is marked as especially important by the presence of all threc«t=




sons of the Trinity Christ as an incarnate human, the voice of the Father, and the Holy Spirit "descen
ing on him like a dove."

John also prepares us (Wdut going into detail) that baptisms practiced by Christ in the future will be
different from John's John's baptism is by water, but &t will baptize by fire.

Reference Comments

Matt 3:11- 3:17 G1'S oAff ol LIWGATS &2dz
fiNS & ¢

Mark 1:9-1:11 The Spirit descending on him like a dove

Luke 3:2% 3:22 All persons of the Trinity present at the fiiessm

John 1:29 1:34 The reason for John's baptism

John 3:22 3:26 John still baptizing after baptism of Jesus

It has longbeen a matter of debate among theologians as to why Christ needed to be baptized at all.
After all, John's baptism was for therfiveness of sins, and Christ was without sin™ déhtury Catholic
theologian Thomas Aquinas suggests two reasons for #mtism of Christ:

"P(3}YQ(38}A(1).. .first, it was necessary for Christ to be baptized by Johatrder that Hemight sanctify
baptism...Secondly, thaChrist might be manifested 2 KSy 0SS W2 Ky KAYaStT¥ aléea owz
ADPSd / KNRAASZIYIaWAr BSHE NYRLANI St GKSNBF2NB Y L O02YS o
Christ to the crowds that gathered around him; which was thus done much more easily than if he had

32yS Ay &aSIFENODK 2F SIOK AyRIOGERdZ f dddh 0! ljdZA Yyl a3 da{ dz

Baptism as practiced by the first Christians

The New Testament gives fascinating clues as to how Christ and the apostles viewed baptism. However,
GKSNBE A& y2 4Gl yRo221 afefit. Weé dalidnl§i diémiséithe piogeSfory &hd ¢ S A4 (
meaning of baptisnbased on various verses that mention the saoent. The meaning of many of the

verses redérenced below would be disputed by numerous groups over the next 2,000 years, and remain

in dispute today.

Reference \ Comments
Christ and Baptism
Matt 19:14 G KB d AGGE S OKA & dervelings

used to justify infant baptisms

Matt 28:18- 28:20 | The Great Commissiand ¢ K S NB T 2 NB
RAAOALX Sa 2F It yIGAa
Mark 16:15-16:18 | G2 K2 S@SNJ 6 St AS@Sa I yR
saveR @ gedngs to infer that belief precedes bap
ism. Baptists view that this verse invalidates i
fant bgptism.

John 3:1-3:8 adbddy2 2yS OFYy Sy iSNJ
Ad 02NY 27F g isSoNktimgsRsed
to justify the view that wagr baptism is necessar
for salvation

John 4:1- 4:2 Jesus did not baptize
Pentecost
Luke 24:49 Jesus talks about the coming Pentacost

Acts 1:4-1:5 GPPDAY || FSg RI&a &2dz




Reference

Comments
{ LIA Nardwatér baptism and baptism by the
Holy Spirit two separate things? Does one follo
the other?

Acts 2:1- 2:41

alftf 2F GKSY 6SNB FTAft

Acts 2:38; 2:39

G¢KS LINPYAAS Aa F2NI @&
sometimes used to justify infant baptism

Baptism and the Apoks

Acts 8:6-8:25

Baptism of Simon Magus; Acts 8:14/16 seems t
indicate that baptism by the Holy Spirit carldov
water baptism

Acts 8:26- 8:40

Philip baptizes the eunuch

Acts 9:17-9:19

Saul receives the Holy Spirit from the laying on
hands ly Ananias, and is then baptized

Acts 10:44 10:48

Gentiles receive Holy Spilieforewater bgotism

Acts 16:14 16:15;
Acts 16:33; Acts
18:8, 1 Cor 1:16

Household baptismg sometimes used to esta
lish a scriptural basis for infant baptism

Acts 18:23 Acts
18:28

Apollocad ddPKS 1ySs 2yfte

Acts 19:1-19:7

Paul baptizes followers of John the Bapgst
G2 KSy tldz LI OSR KAa
{LANRG OIFYS 2y (KSYO®O®D

1Cor1:131:17

Paul came not to baptize but to preach

Meaning of Baptism

Rom 6:3 6:4 APdPlff 2F dzd 6 K2 esuS NJ
GSNB o6 LIWGAT SR Ayil2 KA

1 Cor 12:13 GdddsS gSNBE |t o LIA
02REDPDPE

Eph 4:4 4:6 Gddd2yS [2NRZ 2yS Tl A

Col 2:1112 Paul seems to equate circumcision withpkiam ¢
sometimes used to establish a gttiral basis for
infant baptism

Gal 3:26- 3:28 "...all of you who were baptized into Christ have
Of 20 KSR @2dzNB St @Sa oA

Titus 3:5 3:6 a1l S al @SR themashindgdl®hizA &d

NEySglt o0& GKS 128 |

1 Pet 3:18 3:22

Noah and family saved by wates ¢ KA a &
symo 2f A1 S& ol LIWiAayYy GKI{

Baptism in the preNicene Early Church

Through a number of Early Church sources, aeehdetailed ecounts both of the form of baptisms in
the pre-Nicene Church, as well as the meaning and liturgy pfiga.

Meaning of baptism

The late 1stentury/earlysecond century Epistle of Barnabas (possibly written by the Apostle) contains
the fallowing desciption of Christian baptism:

-10-



"...we indeed descend into the water full of sins and defilement, but come up, bearing fruit in our heart,
having the fear [of God] and trust in Jesus in our spirit..."S{lEmf Barnabas)

The Shepherd of Hermrsaa popular book in the 2nd and 3rd century Eastern Church, describes the
meaning of baptism as flows:

"...before a man bears the name of the Son of God he is dead; but when he receives the seal he lays aside
his deadness, and obtains life. The selaért, is the water: they descend into the water dead, and they
arise alive." (Shepherd of HermaSimilitude 1X, Chaer 16)

Justin Martyr, in his c. 150 work "First Apology", describesismpas follows:

"And for this [rite] we have learned from thepastles this reason. Since at our birth we were borrhwit

out our own knowledge or choice, by our parents coming together, and were brought up in bad habits
and wicked training; in order that we may not remain the children of necessity and of ignokartaeay
become the children of choice and knowledgend may obtain in the water the remission of sinsrfo
merly committed, there is pronounceaver him who chooses to be born agaiand has repented of his

sins the name of God the Father and Lord of the ene; he who leads to the laver the person that is to
be washed calling him by this name alone." (Justin Martyr, "First Apology"”, p 339)

The c. 3rekentury "Constitutions of the Holy Apostles'selisses the seriousness of baptism and the
potential conseqances if a Christian continues to sin after being initiated into the faith througly bap
ism:

"Beloved, be it known tgou that those who are baptized into the death of our Lord Jesus are obliged to
go on no longer in sinfor as those who are dead cannebrk wickedness any longer, so those who are
dead with Christ cannot practice wickedness. We do not therefore believe, brethren, that any one who
has received the washing of life continues in the practice of the licentious acts of transgréésarfie

who sins after his baptism, unless he repent and forsake his sins, shall be condemned tdirkéll
("Constitutions of the Holy Amtles”, Book 2, Section 3)

By the fourth century, many people (including, possibly, the Emperor Constantine) put off gefping b
tized until they were near death, so that they could cao# to live a sinful life!

The form of baptism

Events prior to a préNicene baptism typically included a two to three year period of instruction into the
Christian faith, and a period of fastipgor to the bagism.

"But before the baptism let the baptizer fast, and the baptized, and whatever others can; but thou shalt

2NRSNJ GKS o6 LIWGATSR (G2 Frad 2yS 2N&iiegRa éRE &/aK 10LSFR® NS b
Catechumens were expected kead lives of purity, and tenounce Satan:

"But let him that is to be baptized be free from all iniquity; one that has left off to work sin, the friend of

God, the enemy of the devil, the heir of God the Father, the fel@iv of His Son; one that bare-

y2dzy OSR {tidlyzX IyR GKS RSY2yaz IyR {lGFyQau-RSOSAGAT

tions of the Holy Apostles"”, Book 3, Section 18)

-11-



Baptisms were generally performed by church officials (bishops, presbyters, etc.) often in the period
preceding Easter, or the period between Easter and Pentecost. The baptism itself included both an
anointing with oil and/or ointment, as well as the dipping or immersion aew

"Thou therefore, O bishop, according to that type, shalt anoint the hefathose that are to be baptized,
whether they be men or women, with the holy oil, for a type of the spiritual baptism. After that, either
thou, O bishop, or a presbyter that is under thee, shall in the solemn form name over them the Father,
and Son, and &ly Spirit, and shall dip them in the water; and let a deacon receive the man, and @ deac
ness the woman, that so the conferring of this inviolable seal may take place with a becoming decency.
And after that, let the bishop anoint those that are baptizedmointment." ("Constitutions of the Holy
Apastles”, Book 3, Section 16/17)

The meaning of the tpart baptism (oil, water, ointment) is stiussed:

"But thou shalt beforehand anoint the person with the holy oil, and afterward baptize him with the water
and in the conclusion shall seal him with the ointment; that the anointing with oil may be the particip
tion of the Holy Spirit, and the water the symbol of the death of Christ, and the ointment the seal of the
covenants." ("Constitutions of the Holy Agles”, Book 7, Chapter 22)

The Constitutions describe the meaning of the immersion asiigriup out of the water:

"This baptism, therefore, is given into the death of Jesus: the water is instead of the burial...the descent
into the water the dyingtogé KSNJ ¢ AGK / KNRAAGT GKS aoO0Syd 2dzi 2F GKS
("Constiutions of the Holy Apostles", Book 3, Section 16/17)

In a passage from Hippolytus (c. 215 A.D.), it appears that whole families might have been baptized t
gether, includingheir children. Hippolytus also seems to infer that full immersion is not a remeint
for baptism:

"Where there is no scarcity of water the stream shall flow through the baptismal font or pour into it from
above; but if water is scarce, whether on@nstant condition or on occasion, then use whatever water is
available. Let them remove their clothing. Baptize first the children, and if they can speak for themselves
let them do so. Otherwise, let their parents or other relatives speak for them." (i "The Apostolic
Tradition",21:15).

The liturgy of baptism

Hippolytus also preserves an early baptismal creed in his writingsla&ies to the Apostles Creed are
to be expected, as the Apostles Creed probably started out aptésbeal creed:

owhen the person being baptized goes down into the water, he who baptizes him, putting his hand on
KAYXZ akKlff aley w52 @&2dz 6StASPS Ay D2RX (GKS ClFGiKSNJ !
bef ASOSPQ ¢KSYy K2f RAYIEKDHALKRYB KYYKRYORS® RERKEKBKI KS
lieve in Christ Jesus, the Son of God, who was born of the Virgin Mary, and was crucified inder Rontius P

late, and was dead and buried, and rose again the third day, alive from the dead, and asceadesghin
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Some baptismal creeds included, in addition to the affiion of Christ as savior, the renunciation of
Saan:

"l renounce Satan, and his works, and his pomps, and his worships, and his angels, and his inventions, and
Fff GKAy3a GKFEG FNB dzyRSNJ KAYdh d@tion3gyaldAaddziazya 2F (f

The baptism of Constantine

Constantine is sometimes fered to as the "Savior of Christianity”, because prior to his conversion,
Christianity was still a persecuted religion in the Roman Empire. As late as 303 A.D., the buteher Emp
ror Diocletian launched a massive persecution campaign against Chrisfiétisthe conversion of Go
stantine in 312 A.D., Christianity became not only respectable, but stema@ant.

In 312 A.D., Constantine marched on Rome, in an attempt to take over control of the Western Empire.
Arrayed against him were the forcesldft ESy (iAdza s F2dzNJ 6AYSa a4 &diNRy3IO
version is described by Ecclesiastical Historian Eusebius, if-0iS$4/ (G dzNBE 4 ¢ KS [ A &S 2F G
ror Constali A Yy S & Y

alhzx 21L[9 19 21 { tw! LbDZXZ Dh5 { 9HiNSTHE HEAAVENS ATL{ Lhb h
MID-DAY, WITH AN INSCRIPTION ADMONISHING HIMIQOEFOBY THAT.

ACCORDINGIhe called on him with earnest prayer and supplications that he would reveal to him who he

was, and stretch forth his right hand to help him in his presentailties. And while he was thus praying

with fervent entreaty, a most marvelous sign appeared to him from heaven, the account of which it might

have been hard to believe had it been related by any other person...He said that about noon, when the

day was akady beginning to decline, he saw with his own eyes the trophy of a cross of light indhe he

vens, above the sun, and bearing the inscripti@NQUERBY THIS At this sight he himself was struck

with amazement, and his whole army alsavhich followed hinon this expedition, and witnessed thei-m

NI Of Sd®¢é¢ 09dzASoAdzas & ¢ K& G[F AR y25% 30 KB .ctcHHESIR 9 YLISNE NJ /

P FOGSNI KFGAY3I | AAYAELFN GAarAzy 2F [/ KNRARAG Ay KAa &f
and:
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G PdPRS S Y S Rt ok him téd lyobdedGd who had appeared to him with all devotion. And after
this, being fortified by welgrounded hopes in Him, he hastened to quench the threatening fire ohtyra
ye dg 09dzASo0AdzAY LD ccyO

Constantine, of course, goes on to defeat Matigs, to assumedtal control of the Western Empire.

Constantine becomes a strong supporter and learned student o§t@hity. However, he delays being
baptized¢ a common practice in the fourth century. While it was well known among the Blshops of
Christianity that their enthusiastic emperor was nopiaA I SRX KS gl ax G2 &t 0dKS
atl oley

G.dzi GKS &aSOSNB NHzZ Sa 2F RAAOALIAYS SHKAOK GKS LINHzZRSY
same prudence in favor of an Impdr@oselyte, whom it was so important to allure, by every gentle-co

descension, into the pale of the church; and Constantine was permitted, at least by a tacit dispensation,

to enjoy most of the privileges, before he had contracted any of the obligatadfres,Christian. Instead of

retiring from the congregation, when the voice of the deacon dismissed tbfape multitude, he prayed

with the faithful, disputed with the bishops, preached on the most sublime and intricate subjectg-of th

ology, celebrated wit sacred rites the vigil of Easter, and publicly declared himself, not only a partaker,

0dziz Ay a2YS YSI &dz2NBX F LINAS&EG YR KASNRLXKEFIydG 2F (GKS
the Roman Epire", Vol. 2, p. 200)

It is not until near his8 1 6 K GKFI G /2yadryiAyS F3aNBSa G2 o0S ol LJ
were common in the @ century. When catechumens were baptized in the early church, they were e

pected to live pure and chaste lives from that point on. There was a temptatibaltboff on Christian

baptism with its demands for purity, until one was old, or even nearing death, to avoid a lifetime r
guirement of right living. Constéine seems to have been one Christian with those views!

Whatever the reason for the delay, Coastine did finally agree to be baptized in 337 A.D, shordly b
fore his death. Surely, this was the most famous and significant baptism since Paulesktribatl by
Eusebius:

. SAy3 G tSy3aikK O2y @Ay OSR {(KI ( irMeAwds comeTaSwhighrthda RNJ g A y =
should seek purification from sins of his past career, firmly believing that whatever errors he hadteommi

ted as a mortal man, his soul would be purified from them through the efficacy of the mystical words and

the salutary waterof baptism..After this he proceeded as far as the suburbs of Nicomedia, and there,

having summoned the bishops to meet him, addressed them in theAfimipwords:

WHEtime is arrived which | have long hoped for, with an earnest desire and prayer iight obtain the

salvation of God. The hour is come in which | too may have the blessing of that seal which confars immo

tality; the hour in which | may receive the seal of salvation. | had thought to do this in the waters of the

river Jordan, wherein ousavior, for our example, is recorded to have been baptized: but God, who knows

GKIG A& SELISRASY(H F2N) dzasx A& LI SFaSR (KFG L akKkzdzZ R NI

I 2yailyGAyS ¢lAay GIKSSy doaldeditA T YSHRY yigpord the prooung sighidi- @ = 9 dzi
ance of this baptism (a significance that séfiounds to this very day):

GCKdaA 6l a /2yailyaaysd GKS FANRG 2F Ftf a2@0aNBAdya oK.
ed to the martyrs of Christ; thus gifted withk S 5A @Ay S aSlkt 2F ol LWiAaAYDPPDPE 09 dzd
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The long reign of terror and persecution against Christians was over!

St. Augustine and the Donatist schism

More events significant to the history of Christian baptism were douo throughout the endf the 4"
century, and into the 8. They involved two schismatic groups named the Donatists and Pelagians, and
one Christian saint and theologian, St. Augustine of Hippo. Out of the battle between these tg0 schi
matic groups and the Catholic Church @do arise Augustinian tenets regarding baptism that are still
followed by the Roman Catholic Church today:

1 Baptisms are conferred by Christ, not by the priest or bishop doing the baptism. Therefore, bap

isms conferred by impure or schismatic bishopsftcét 6 S | OOCIORII ERE & G2FF

1 Baptisms are necessary for salvation

T / KAt RNBY IINB G(FAYGSR 6A0GK (GKS a2NRIAYIf tAAyée 27
isms allowable, but are necessary, in case of an untimely death.

Novatian

The roots of theDonatist schism, against which St. Augustine squently argued in the lateearly

5™ centuries, date back to an earlier era. In c. 250 AEmperor Decius ordered the persecution of
Christians. As a result of this persecution, the Bishop of Reab&nus was murdered, and Chureh F

ther Origen was jailed. Many Christians (including some priests and bishops) committed apaigasy

nying Christ to save themselves from persecution. After the persecutions ebbed in 251 A.D.,ghe que
GA2Yy ¢ Zoult grigss Rat ofniditted apml a8 6S ff26SR o0l 01 Ayidz2 (K

Roman churchman Novatian (c. 22538 A.D.) argued against admitting those that committed apostasy
back into the church. Novatian cited such New dmsint verses as:

(Mat 10:32/33 NIV G2 K2SOSNJ  O1y26f SRISE YS 060ST2NB arSys L gGAf
ther in heaven. But whoever disowns me before men, | will disown him before my Fathe@rfhg ® £

After losing the election to fill the vacant position of Bishop of Romeéih &D., Novatian and hislfo

lowers split away from the Catholic Church. By 254 A.D., however, when it was clear that Novatian was
not receiving support from outside his circle of followers, many of thieviers of Novatian had fled, or
desired (re)enty into the Catholic Church.

A great debate was waged between Bishop (864A.D.) Stephen of Rome, who argued that thoge ba
tized by Novatianists could be@epted into the Catholic Church without being rebaptized, and Cyprian
of Carthaggc. 195¢258 A.D), who argued that baptisms given by schismatics were not real baptisms at
all. The following quote fromy@rian is representative of his views on the subject:

G.2dz K98 gNRGGSY G2 Y8z RSHNBAalG o6NPGKSNiieddoh 8 KAy I K
you, as to what | think concerning the baptism of heretics; who, placed without, and established outside

the Church, arrogate to themselves a matter neither within their right nor their power. This baptism we

cannot consider as valid or legitina® a Ay OS Ad Aa YIyAFSadte dzyftl gFdzAg I Yz
- To Jubaianus, Concerning The Baptism Of titai®

Stephen, whose view ultimately prevailed (and was later strongly seconded by Augustine), noted that
baptism belongs to Christ, hthe church, and the standing of the baptizer is not the relevssue.
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The cause of Novatian (against apostasy) and Cyprian (against validating baptisms by schismatics) would
later be taken up by a group called the @bsts.

The Dotists

The situatio in the early fourth century was similar to that of 50 years earlier. Emperor Diocletian had
ordered the perseation of Christians throughout the empire (3@306), and many Christians (including

some bishops and priests) had committed ajsgt AfterConstantine came into power, the question of

the midthird century remained; what to do about those that had committed apostasy? The situation
boiled over at Carthage in 311 A.D. when an archdeacon named Caecilianus was ordained by a bishop
that was suspcted of having comrttied apostasy during the Diocletian persecution. In retaliation, the
Donatists set up a rival Bishop of Carthage (Majorinus in 311 A.Datu3an 315 A.D.).

In time, the Donatists became a schismatic sect, claiming that they therenly true Christians. The
Donatists refused to accept baptismsrfzgmed in the Catholic Church, claiming they were invalid:

G2 KSYS@SNJ GKSe w52yt idAaiae | OldANBR I LINRPa%fedisSz S@S
fully repeated the sered rites of baptism and ordination; as they rejected the validity of those which he

had already received from the hands of heretics or schismatics. Bishops, virgins, and even spotless infants,

were subjected to the disgrace of a public penance, befosy tbould be admitted to the communion of

the Donatists. If they obtained possession of a church which had been used by their Catholic adversaries,

they purified the unhallowed building with the same zealous care which a temple of idols mightediave r

quired. They washed the pavement, scraped the walls, burnt the altar, which was commonly of wood,

melted the consecrated plate, and cast the Holy Eucharist to the dogs, with every circumstance-of ign

miny which could provoke and perpetuate theimmosity of religbus faction®é &6 DA OGO 2Y X +2f ® HZI LI

¢CKS 52yFdArada taz2 AyaralddBdzNEKE GLINK SaE (LIGGA a8y yLASINIFERI N

While Donatism was condemned at the Council of Arles in 314 A.D., it continued to flourish. Beginning

in 393 A.D., St. Augtine, the great theologian of the early Catholic Church, turned his skilloof el

guence and logic against the Donatists. Central to thleate was, once again, baptism. It has already

been noted that the Donatists forced Catholic proselytes to be rébagt However, the Catholic

/| KdzZNDK RAR y20 FT2NOS AaNBF2NNSR¢E 52yl GArada GKEG & A
following the logic of Bishop Stephen of Rome in 254 Atiaptism is of Christ, not of the pazer.

It was against thibackdrop (and also against the later Pelagian schism) that Augustine of Hippo began
promulgating his theological views on baptism, which are still the standards of the Roman Catholic
Church bday.

One baptism

GLG A& GNYzS GKI G/ aknedighaitin@yexist anidiigihérefics braschikngafics, et it-dgeR

not belong to the heresy or schism; and therefore even those who come from thence to the Catholic

| KdzZNOK KSNBSt T 2dAKG yrBeBevenh Books DOf AuguktBishdpSORHigo, TONBS 4 K ®¢ 0 &
Baptism, Against Theoy | (i Apa1B@ ¢ >

G!' YR Fa GKS o6 LIWGAT SR LISNA2YyE AT KS RSLI NI &NBY GKS d:

ment of baptism, so also he who is ordained, if he depart from the unity of the Church, does notdose th
aFONI YSy (i 2F O2yFSNNAY3I ol LIWiAaYDE 0! dzZ3dzZAa G AY ST LI T pc
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a{2 G(K2aSzI (223 ¢6K2 Ay GKS &FrONRtS3IS 2F aOKAayY RSLI N

the grace of baptism, which they received before their depie, seeing that, in case of thhereturn, it is
not again conferred on them whence it is proved, that what they had received while within the unity of

0KS / KdzZNOKZ (KS& O2dA R y2G KIFI@S f2ad Ay GKSANI aSLI NI

GeddgS | OG0 NAIKGEE ¢K2 aR2DONFZBYyRIAND SOB Yy NS IKERA I RY A A RS

(Augustine, p. 757)

hy /@LINAIFIYyQa @GASg alryol LIJIAAY Ay GKS GKANR
K
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St. Augustine and the Pelagiaschism

While St. Augustine established for all time some important tenets of baptism in his battle witrothe D
natists, his theological conclusions that resulted from his battle with the Pelagians were even grore si
nificant and far reaching.

Pelagius (c354 A.D- after 418) was a British Monk who wasrhibed by the seeming lack of piety and

purity practiced by Christians in Rome c. 380 A.D. He felt that the laxness of Roman Christians grew
partly from the prevailing doctrine of Grace, which statedtthumans on their own are incapable of
LJdzZNAGé>X FyR Oly 2yfteé 06S alF @SR o0& D2RQ& 3INI OSo

Pelagius and his followers (one student named Coelestius was especially influential) denied pxedestin
tion, original sin, and the doctrine of Grace, maintaining thenhas are not tainted by the sin of Adam

and Eve, and that babies are born pure. As a result, humans have the free will to choose to live sinless
lives. (In his somewhat confused theology, though, Pelagius stifkairsd that babies needed to be
baptized.)

l dZAdzad Ay SQa NBaLRyasS (2 0KS umBdusgRuglstine WrStNS laast ¢ | a
thirteen works and letters against Pelagius, and firmly entrenched in Catholibbthethe doctrines of:

Salvation through Grace

Original Sin

The recessity of baptism for salvation
The damnation of unbaptized infants

PowpbdE

It should be noted that tenets three and four above are seemingly inconsistent with the doctrine-of pr
destination, of which Augustine was a proponent. A thousand years later, Jbhin @a we shall see)
would argue against theecessityof infant baptism for this very reason.

Original Sin/necessity for infant baptism
GPddPSGHSY AF {KSNSD origigaNsh it wodld beSificient Biitieik gbrilennation...even
that sinalone which was originally derived unto men not only excludes from the kingdom of God, which
infants are unable to enter (as they themselves allow), unless they have received the grace ofechrist b
fore they die, butalso alienates from salvation and ewasting life, which cannot be anything else than
the kingdom of God, to which fellowship with Christ alone introduces us6 { G @ ! dz3dza Ay ST a!
The Merits And Forgiéness Of Sins And On The Baptism Of Infants”, p. 154)
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a1 SyO0S YSy | KB banyin the HeSh ligbie & siK and death from the first Adam, and on the
other hand are born again in baptism associated with the righteousness and eternal life of the second
' RIFYPDPDE 0! dzZA3dzZAGAY SS LIP mMcno

"For who would dare to say that Christ is ribé Savior and Redeemer of infants? But from what does He

save them, if there is no malady of original sin within them? From what does He redeem them, if through

their origin from the first man they are not sold under sin? Let there be then no eternaitigaivprom-

AaSR G2 AyTFlyida 2dzi 2F 2dz2NJ 26y 2LIAYA2YZT GApP-K2dzi / KNX
ture which is to be preferred to all human authority and opinion." (Augustine, p. 171)

Necessity of baptism for salvation

aL ¥z (K SNy andBuEh dividie witnesses agree, neither salvation nor eternal life can be hoped
F2NJ o6& lye YlIy gAGK2dzi oFLWiAaY YR GKS [2NRQa o02Re |
FlLyGa 6AGK2dzi GKSY®PE 6! dAdZAGAYSS LI MTHO

Fate of infants thatdie before being baptized
{2 GKIG AyTlydaz dzytSaa d(GKSe LI asg Ayid?z
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aLG Y e {KS NSGaHignhdsthad stich s\ difi theebody without being baptized will be

Ay @2t 3SR Ay ((G(KS YAt RSalG O2yRSYYIlLGA2y 2F | mdé 0! dz3 dz
fortable with the idea that infants that die unbaptized are damned to sufidrell for etanity!)

The Protestant Reformation

The basic views on baptism promulgated by St. Augustine in the late fourth and early fifth cerduries r
mained the effective doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church for the next thousand years (with, perhaps,
some refinement by Thomas Aquinas in his "Summa Theologica"). Only with the coming of tlse Prote
tant Reformation in the 1% century would millenniurrold doctrines and theologies begin to be tha
lenged, including:

1 The necessity of baptism for salvatiahéllenged by the &ormed Church John Calvin)
9 The form of baptism sprinkling vs. immersion (challenged by Bsis)
1 Infant baptism (challenged by the Anabaptists &fiids)

1 Unbaptized infants that die are consigned to hell (challenged by AnabagtistReformed Church)

Luther's views on baptism
Many people date the beginning of the Protestant Reformatio®@tdober 31, |

1517, when Martin Luter tacked his 95 theses to the door of WittenburgsCé
tle. However, Luther strictly followed the status qubemn it came to baptismi
¢ he supported infant baptism, and viewed that baptism was necessaryl4of;

vation:

l

G. FLIXGAAY Aa y2 KdzYly GNRFESTI odzi A
most solemnly and strictly commandédat we must be baptized or wecannot
be saved lest any one regard it as a trifling matter, like putting on a new rj
O2F ¢ SaldNI NB S ANKSKWEpHY S LIP MANKM

The more revolutionary views on baptism would come from the Reforn;
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Church, the Anabaptists, and the Basi

John Calvin and the Reformed Church

John Calvin, one of the founders of the Reformed Church, and perhaps——
greatest theologian since Thomas Aquinas, agreed with the Angust
(and thus, Roman Catholic) views on baptism in several areas, mcthdln," :
idea that people should only be baptized once, and that the purity of £
person conferring the baptism was ireghant: i

"We ought to consider that at whatever time we are baptizee are washed |/
and purified once for the whole of life Wherefore, aften as we fall, we §
must recall the remembrance of our baptism, and thusifgrour minds, so asf
to feel certain and secure of the remission of sins. For though, when ahce
ministered, it seems to have passed, it is not abolished by subsequent sji
(Calvin, p. 1452)

"Moreover, if we have rightly determined that a sacrament is not to be-e
mated by the hand of him by whom it is administered, but is to be received as from the hand ofrﬁ‘:od hi
self, from whom it undoubtdly proceeded, we may hence inférat its dignity neither gains nor loses by

the administrator. And, just as among men, when a letter has been sent, if the hand and sealgs reco
nized, it is not of the least consequence who or what the messenger was; so it ought to be sufficient for us
to recognize the hand and seal of our Lord in his sacraments, let the administrator be who he m&y". (Ca
vin, p. 1461)

John Calvin also agreed with Early Church Fathers such as Hippolytus that the form of baptism was not
of consequence both sprinkling andmmersion are eceptable:

"Whether the person baptized is to be wholly immersed, and that whether once or thrice, or whether he
is only to be sprinkled with water, is not of the least cemsence: churches should be at liberty to adopt
either, accordingo the diversity of climates, although it is evident that the term baptize meanto i
merse, and that this was the form used by the primitive Church."IvifCg. 1465)

However, Calvin did not believe that baptism was either the cause of salvatiomasoit necessary to
sahation:

bt SGSNJ I faz2 aleéa GKIG aolLIiAay taz2 R20GK y2g al @S dza:
our ablution and salvation are perfected by water, or thattev possesses in itself the virtue of purifying,

regeneating, and renewing; nor does he mean that it is the cause of salvation, but only that tke kno

ledge and certainty of such gifts are perceived in this sacrament.” (Calvin, p. 1451)

G @erust not deem baptism so necessary as to suppose that everyone hdmlost the opportunity

of obtaining it has forthwith perished By assenting to their fiction, we should condemn all, withaut e

ception, whom any accident may have prevented from procuring baptism, how much soever they may

have been endued with the faithy which Christ himselfisph Sa a8 SR®¢ o/ | ft GAYZ LIP wmn go 0

Calvin viewed that a primary goal of baptism, rather than to confer salvation, was to make a poblic pr
fession of faith, and to join the Universal Church of helie:

"Baptism serves as our corsfgon before men, inasmuch as it is a mark by which we openly declare that
we wish to be ranked among the people of God, by which we testify that we concur with all Christians in

-19-



the worship of one God, and in one religion; by which, in short, we pulalgdgrt our faith, so that not
only do our hearts breathe, but our tongues also, and all the members of our body, in every way they can,
proclaim the praise of God". (Calvin, p. 1459)

John Calvin also strongly believed in the practice of infantifamp

"If, by baptism, Christ intends to attest the ablution by which he cleanses his Church, it would seem not
equitable to deny this attestation to infants, who are justly deemed part of the Church, seeing they are
called heirs of the heavenly kingdom". (Qalyp. 1490)

While John Calvin was in favor of the practice of infant baptism, ign#isant departure from Roman

Catholic doctrine, he stated that unbaptized infants that die pagmely could still be saved. How?

through the doctrine of predestirien. If, before the beginning of the world, God had qorelained

GKFG Iy AYyFrLyd ¢l a G2 o0S al @SRz GKS f1 01 2F ol LIWA
to salvation. As was noted earlier in this work, Augustine addieved in pree@stination, but did not

apply the doctrine to infant baptism. It could be said that John Calvin took the theology of predestin

tion to its logical conclusion with infant pasm.

Ghdz2NJ OKAf RNBY> 0SF2NBE GKS& | NB 0 v Be poiides thashet | NBSa K
will be a God to us, and to our seed after us. In this promise their salvation is included. None will dare to

offer such an insult to God as to deny that he is able to give effect to his prohiise.much evil has

been caused bythe dogma, in expounded, that baptism is necessary to salvatiéew perceive, and

therefore think caution the less necessary... that children who happen to depart this life before an oppo

tunity of immersing them in water, are not excluded from the kingdo2 ¥ KSI @Sy ®é¢ 6/t GAY S LXK

Westminster Confession
W2KYy [ Ff@AYyQa oOlFyRZI Al &aK2dzZ R 06S y2iSRZ | f NAOK ¥
echoed in the 1649 Westminster Confession, as the following excerptsrigrate:

"28:1 Baptsm is a sacrament of the New Testament, ordained by Jesus Christ (Mat 28:19), not only for the

solemn admission of the party baptized into the visible Church (1 Cor 12:13); but also, to be unto him a

sign and seal of the covenant of grace (Rom 4:11 witi2@d4, 12), of his ingrafting into Christ (Rom 6:5;

Gal 3:27), of regeneration (Titus 3:5), of remission of sins (Mark 1:4), and of his giving up unto God
0KNRdzZZK WS&adza / KNRailGx G2 s+Ft1 Ay ySeySaa aF (AFS 6w
pointment, to be continued in His Church until the end of the world (Matt 28:19, 20)."

"28:3 Dipping of the person into the water is not necessary: but Baptism is rightly administered By pou
ing or sprinkling water upon the person (Mark 7:4; Acts 214133; Heb 9:10, 192)."

"28:4 Not only those that do actually profess faith in and obedience unto Christ (Mark 16:15, 16; Acts
8:37, 38), but also the infants of one or both believing parents, are to be baptized (Gen 17:7, 9 with Gal
3:9, 14, and Col 21, 12, and Acts 2:38, 39, and Rom 4:11, 12; Matt 28:19; Mark -18;1B8uke 18:15; 1

Cor 7:14)."

"28:5 Although it be a great sin to contemn or neglect this ordinance (Luke 7:30 with ER6J;24et
grace and salvation are not so @parably annexed umtit, as that no person can be regenerated or saved
without it (Acts 10:2, 4, 22, 31, 45, 47; Rom 4:11); or, that all that are baptized are undoubtedlg-regen
rated (Acts 8:13, 23)."
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"28:7 The sacrament of Baptism is but once to be administered unto aNyBp2 Y 6 ¢ A (1 dzdn- o Yp 0 ®¢ 0 2
ster Caoifession, ChaptexXVIll)

The Anabaptists

The emergence of the Anabaptist movement rose out of the belief that thgs
is no Biblical basis fonfant baptism. The Anabaptists broke away from ti
Reformed Church of SwissefBrmer Ulrich Zwingli (1484531). Zwingli d& |
greed with them from both a theological point of view, and a secular ©n
infant baptism was used by the secular government for tax registration,
it was from the city goveiment of Zurich that Zwingli ltbhis authaity.

On January 21, 1525, an event occurred in Zurich which still reverberate|
RFex Ffty2ad pnn &SFNR I G4SN {S
Grebel, Feliz Manz and Georg @ O1 0 & AHdapti&d eatht odhér,
viewing hat their baptism as infants was invalid. While the Anabap
movement had other views that distinguished it from thefémed Church
of Zwingli (separation of church and state, for one), this event (and tee
ology that it stood for) became so stronglgsociated with the group that their very namedflects it:

Ay 3t A

G¢KS yIEYS 1yIFolFLiAatdga ¢KAOK A& y2¢ | LILXASR (2 (GKSYZ
from the matter of holy baptism, concerning which their views differ from those of altaed, Chis-
GSYRPY®NE IKGX dal NI@NBR aANNRBNEZ mMccn X L mMco

The Anabaptist view on infant baptism is summarized in tHevidng passage:

Gh¥ 1 2te@ . FLWGAAYZ YR ¢6Keé 6S KIFI@GS LINBFSNNBR AG G2 ¢
only sign and proof of incorporation into the visible Christian church, without which no one, whoever he
be, or whatever he may profess, or how separated and pious a life he may lead, can be recognized as a
true member of the Christian Church...Because ibé&yond contradiction, the only article on account of
which others call us Anabaptists. For, since all othecadled Christians have, yet without true foumd

tion, this in common that they baptize infantshile with us the baptism only which is accompaed by

faith and a penitent life, according to the word of God, is adnst@red to adults it follows, that with us

such persons are baptized who have received baptism in their childhood, without faith and repentance;
who, when they believe and repent, aegyain, or at least truly baptized with us; because with us their
previous baptism, being without true foundation, and without the word of God, is not considered baptism
Fd ot NPEGKGZ dal NIENBR aANNBNESIS mMccn I LJ® mMco

Compared to the Lutheran and Refaeth Church successors, the abaptists are a comparably small
group today, with the Amish, Mennonites, and Hutterites comprising about 600,000 membeid- worl
wide. However, while there is no unbroken line of sws@n between the Anabaptists and the modern
day Baptists (over 32,000,000 strong in the U.S.A.), there is certainly great doctrinal similarity.aThe An
baptists may be considered the spiritual predecessors of the American Baptist movement.
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Amish farmer in Lancaster County, PA (1987)

The Baptists
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Ghost: The false constitution is of infants baptizedve profess therefore that all those Churches that

baptize infants are of the same false condiibn: and all those Churches that baptize the new creatdre,

those that are made Disciples by teaching, men confessing their faith and their sins, are of onentryie co
A0AGdZW2KWDOPER 1 KE ¢ KS / KI Nhe@ap8si AZ2PEoplé WiBather&ll"To|(i ¢ = mMc n
Walk in All His Ways.": Christian History, Issugérol Stream, IL: Christity Today, Inc.) 1997)

The Baptist movement grew out of the Puritan/Separatist ements in England in the f7century.

The Puritans, generally Calvinists, wahthe Church of England to be more democratic in its gover

mental structure, and less Catholic in its trappingsrdisl and rituals. (The Puritans were members of
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ical, desiring a complete break from the Church of England. Out of the Separatist movement came both

the Pilgrims and the Bdists.
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came, insuccession, a Puritan, a Sep#st and finally, a Baptist. In 1608, John Smyth (with the help of
Thomas Helwys €2616)) took a group of Separatist followers to Amsterdam. During this perioa; Me
nonites, descendents of the 16th century Anabaptisthigriced Smyth and hislfowers.
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before, Smyth rebaptized himself and 40 followers,agoning that their baptism as infants were invalid.
What was sooro become the Baptist Church had begun.
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baptism as a keyenet:

oBaptism is an ordinance of the New Testament, given by Christ, to be dispessgdupon persons po-
fessing faith. The way and manner of dispensing this Ordinance the Scripture holds thppang or
plunging the whole body under wateb € "The London Confession (1644Fhe Baptists: A People Who
'"SZ E —d} t ol Jv oGhridtrart HistoXy, Issue 6)
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their beliefs- a final separation from dgustinian views on baptism.
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