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LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ .ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦ  !ƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
churches have quality, Biblically-based adult-focused programs.  Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to 
downplay adult education, focusƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ όƴƻǘ ŀ ōŀŘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎŜƭŦύΣ ƻǊ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ άǳƴŎƘǳǊŎƘŜŘέΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙƛǎǘory and theology are often purposely ignored. 
 
Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the Bible and the basic tenets and history of the 
Faith.  Among the reasons: 
 

¶ Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the church ς adult Sunday School classes/Bible 
studies may be their first serious introduction to what Christianity is all about 

¶ Christianity (and especially Evangelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular 
culture (movies, music, etc.).   We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith against at-
ǘŀŎƪ όƻǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ άǊŜŀŘȅ ŘeŦŜƴǎŜέ ŀǎ tŜǘer says in 1 Peter 3:15) 

¶ Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history 
of their Faith 

 
To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and those just starting out in the 
ά{ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘέύΣ LΩǾŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church.  The topics represented in these courses are 
intended to boǘƘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŀƛǘƘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŀǇƻƭo-
getics. 
 
While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High School and Col-
lege projects, especially the courses focused primarily on historical aspects.   
 
One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I come from a Reformed 
Church background), but I hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughout the various courses. 
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Introduction 
All Christians are familiar with the fact that there were twelve original apostles.  The names Peter, John, 
WŀƳŜǎΣ ά5ƻǳōǘƛƴƎ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎέΣ WǳŘŀǎ Lscariot, etc. are household words.  However, many Christians would 
be hard-pressed to name all twelve of the original apostles, impeded in part by the fact that at least two 
apostles have different names in different New Testament books. 
 
Also, many Christians would be hard-pressed to separate Church tradition and legend concerning the 
apostles from what is actually contained in the New Testament.  (Does the New Testament say that Pe-
ter was the first Pope?  Does the New Testament actually even place Peter in Rome?) 
 
This booklet will examine the original twelve apostles from three points of view (and descending levels 
of authority): 
 
1. The New Testament 
2. Church Tradition ς Represented herein primarily from two sources.  The first is the Ecclesiastical 

History written by Church Father Eusebius around the time of the Council of Nicea in 325 A.D.  Euse-
bius was the Bishop of Caesarea, ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ōŜǎǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ά!ŎŎŜǇǘŜŘέΣ άwŜƧŜŎǘŜŘκ5ƛǎǇǳǘŜŘέΣ 
ŀƴŘ άLƳǇƛƻǳǎκ!ōǎǳǊŘέ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ-era books.  A second ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǘǊŀŎǘ άhƴ 
The Twelve Apostles - ²ƘŜǊŜ 9ŀŎƘ hŦ ¢ƘŜƳ tǊŜŀŎƘŜŘΣ !ƴŘ ²ƘŜǊŜ IŜ aŜǘ Iƛǎ 9ƴŘέΣ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀs-
cribed to the Church Father Hippolytus (170-236 A.D.) 

3. Apocryphal ς aǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ !ǇƻŎǊȅǇƘŀέ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ Řǳōƛƻǳǎ ά!Ŏǘǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǇƻs-
tles.  While these are considered to be of no authority, they do capture some legends about the 
apostles that are still known today ς and they may capture at least some authentic second and third 
century traditions about the apostles, such as where they preached.   
 
Interestingly enough, Eusebius in his Church History records some early traditions about the apos-
ǘƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻŎǊȅǇƘŀƭ Ϧ!ŎǘǎϦΦά IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά!Ŏǘǎέ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ όŀƴŘ 
about apocryphal Gospels), Eusebius states: 
 
άΧǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŜƭǘ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǊƪǎ 
[generally accepted works] and those that are cited by the heretics under the name of the apostles, in-
cluding, for instance, such books as the Gospels of Peter, of Thomas, of Matthias, or of any others besides 
them, and the Acts of Andrew and John and the other apostles, which no one belonging to the succession 
of ecclesiastical writers has deemed worthy of mention in his writings. And further, the character of the 
style is at variance with apostolic usage, and both the thoughts and the purpose of the things that are re-
lated in them are so completely out of accord with true orthodoxy that they clearly show themselves to 
be the fictions of heretics. Wherefore they are not to be placed even among the rejected writings, but are 
all of them to be cast aside as absurd and imǇƛƻǳǎΦέ  ό9ǳǎŜōƛǳǎΣ .ƻƻƪ оΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ нрύ 
 

Part two of this study (still to be written) will concentrate on apostles named in the New Testament out-
side of the Gospels, including Paul, James (the brother of Jesus), Barnabas, Matthias, Andronicus and 
Junias.   

Apostolic Quiz 
1. The New Testament discusses the ministry of Peter in Rome  T/F 
2. While Peter took a leadership position in the Early Church, he was not the head of the church in Jerusalem T/F 
3. Paul was the first apostle to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles T/F 
4. The New Testament describes the final fate of at least three of the apostles T/F 
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5. All four Gospels give lists of the twelve apostles  T/F 
6. ¢ƘŜ άƛƴƴŜǊ ŎƛǊŎƭŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊΣ WƻƘƴΣ ŀƴŘ WŀƳŜǎΣ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ !ƭǇƘŀŜǳǎ ¢κC 
7. According to the New Testament, none of the apostles were married T/F 
8. Judas Iscariot was the treasurer of the apostles T/F 
9. In the New Testament, only Jesus could raise people from the dead T/F 
10. Tradition holds that the Gospel of Matthew was written by Levi the Tax Collector 
11. The majority of the apostles were Galilean fishermen T/F 
12. On at least two occasions, Peter preaches to the Sanhedrin T/F 
13. Peter and Paul never met T/F 

New Testament Apostolic Lists 
Matt 10:2 Mark 3:16 Luke 6:14 Acts 1:13 

Andrew  Andrew Andrew  Andrew 

Bartholomew Bartholomew Bartholomew Bartholomew 

James son of 
Alphaeus 

James son of 
Alphaeus 

James son of 
Alphaeus 

James son of 
Alphaeus 

James son of 
Zebedee 

James son of 
Zebedee  

James James 

John  John  John John 

Judas Iscariot Judas Iscariot Judas Iscariot  

Matthew  Matthew Matthew Matthew 

Philip Philip Philip Philip 

Simon (who is 
called Peter) 

Simon (to 
whom he gave 
the name Pe-
ter) 

Simon (whom 
he named Pe-
ter) 

Peter 

Simon the 
Zealot 

Simon the 
Zealot 

Simon who 
was called the 
Zealot 

Simon the 
Zealot 

Thaddaeus Thaddaeus Judas son of 
James 

Judas son of 
James 

Thomas Thomas Thomas Thomas 

Andrew 
Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was a Galilean fisherman.  Originally from Bethsaida (John 1:44), at 
the time of the ministry of Jesus, he lived with his brother in a house near the Synagogue in Capernaum 
(Mark 1:29).  Andrew was a follower of John the Baptist (John 1:35-40). 
 
Matthew records that Jesus recruited Andrew and Peter while they were fishing in the Sea of Galilee 
(Matt 4:18-20).  In the account in the Gospel of John (1:35-42), Andrew encounters Jesus first, and then 
rushes to tell his brother "We have found the Messiah". 
 
Other appearances by Andrew in the New Testament include:   

¶ Andrew was present when Jesus healed the fevered mother-in-law of Peter, and when Jesus began 
healing people from the house of Andrew and Peter in Capernaum (Mark 1:29-34).   

¶ Andrew was with Peter, James, and John on the Mount of Olives when Jesus gave his sermon on the 
end times (Mark 13:3). 
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¶ !ƴŘǊŜǿ ŦƛƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ άŦƛǾŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōŀǊƭŜȅ ƭƻŀǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŦƛǎƘέ ǿƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ŦŜŜŘǎ ǘƘŜ рΣллл 
(John 6:8-9) 

¶ Andrew is present with Jesus when a voice from heaven booms "I have glorified it, and will glorify it 
again." (John 12:20-30) 

Church Tradition 
According to Hippolytus: 
 
άAndrew preached to the Scythians [modern day Georgia] and Thracians [modern day Bulgaria], and was 
crucified, suspended on an olive tree, at Patrae, a town of Achaia [Greece]; and there too he was buǊƛŜŘΦέ 

 
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 9ǳǎŜōƛǳǎ ό.ƻƻƪ оΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ мύΣ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ {ŎȅǘƘƛŀΦ 

Apocryphal 
The 3rd century Acts And Martyrdom Of The Holy Apostle Andrew describes the ministry and persecution 
of Andrew at Patrae, on the northwest coast of Achaia (modern-day Greece).  The Acts are purported to 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ άboth presbyters and deaŎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ !ŎƘŀƛŀέΥ 

 
ά²HAT we have all, both presbyters and deacons of the churches of Achaia, beheld with our eyes, we 
have written to all the churches established in the name of Christ Jesus, both in the east and west, north 
and south...This faith we have learned from the blessed Andrew, the apostle of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
whose passion also we, having seen it set forth before our eyes, have not hesitated to give an account of, 
acŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜΦέ  
 

The Acts goes on to describe a debate between Andrew and the proconsul Aegeates, who wishes to 
have the mysteries of Christ revealed to him without accepting Christ and being baptized.  Eventually, 
Aegeates has Andrew tortured and hung on a cross: 
 
ά!ƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘǳǎ ǎǇƻƪŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΣ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŜŀǊƴŜǎǘƭȅ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
cross, stripped himself and gave his clothes to the executioners, having urged the brethren that the ex-
ecutioners should come and do what had been commanded them; for they were standing at some dis-
tance. And they having come up, lifted him on the cross; and having stretched his body across with ropes, 
they only bound his feet, but did not sever his joints, having received this order from the proconsul: for he 
wished him to be in distress while hanging, and in the night-time, as he was suspended, to be eaten up 
alive by dogsΦέ  
 

The end of Andrew is described thusly: 
 
άΦΦΦ ƘŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƎƭŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǳƭǘƛƴƎΤ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǎǇƭŜƴŘƻǊ ƭƛƪŜ ƭƛƎƘǘƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǘƘ 
out of heaven shone down upon him, and so encircled him, that in consequence of such brightness mortal 
eyes could not look upon him at all. And the dazzling light remained about the space of half an hour. And 
when he had thus spoken and glorified the Lord still more, the light withdrew itself, and he gave up the 
ghost, and along with the brightness itself hŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛƴ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ IƛƳ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΦέ 

 
In the somewhat more lurid Acts Of Andrew And Matthias In The City Of The Man-Eaters, Andrew is car-
ried by angels to rescue Matthias, who has been imprisoned by cannibals.  In one paragraph, Andrew is 
depicted raising people from the dead, baptizing them, and building a church: 
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ά¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻƭȅ !ƴŘǊŜǿ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
bring them; for there had died a great multitude both of men, and women, and children, and cattle.  Then 
Andrew prayed, and they all came to life. And after these things he drew a plan of a church, and he 
caused the church to be built. And he baptized them, and gave them the ordinances of our Lord Jesus Chr-
ist, saying to them: Stand by ǘƘŜǎŜΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ 

Bartholomew/Nathanael 
While Bartholomew is mentioned in all four lists of apostles in the New Testament, he is not mentioned 
ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ άǎƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ŀƭƳŀƛέΣ ǎƻ ƘŜ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƴŀƳŜΦ  
This personal name may have been Nathanael, mentioned several times in the Gospel of John. 
 
If Nathanael is equated with Bartholomew, we have at least a few characteristics about this enigmatic 
apostle.  In the first chapter of the Gospel of John (John 1:45-51), Philip goes to find Nathanael (the 
names Philip and Bartholomew always follow each other in the SynƻǇǘƛŎ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƭƛǎǘǎύ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭ ƘƛƳ ά²Ŝ 
have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote--Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph." (NIV, John 1:45).  Nathanael makes the famous reply "Nazareth! Can any-
thing good come from there?" (NIV, John 1:46). 
 
Evidently, though, Nathanael has a good heart, as Jesus says about him "Here is a true Israelite, in whom 
there is nothing false." (NIV, John 1:47).  Nathanael has the distinction of being the first apostle to dec-
lare that Jesus was both the Son of God and the King of Israel.  (NIV, John 1:49) 
 
Nathanael is present at the third post-resurrection meeting of Jesus with the Apostles (John 21:1-14), by 
the Sea of Galilee.  The incident involves a miraculous catch of fish (John tells us 153), and a fish fry on 
the beach involving Jesus and his disciples.  In the passage, we are told that Nathanael is from Cana in 
Galilee.  We may infer that he is a fisherman by trade. 

Church Tradition  
According to Hippolytus, Bartholomew preached in India: 
 
ά.ŀǊǘƘƻƭƻƳŜǿΣ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴǎΣ ǘƻ ǿƘƻƳ ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΣ 
and was crucified with his head downward, and was buried in Allanum, a town of the great Armenia 
[modern day southern GeorƎƛŀϐΦέ 

 
Eusebius, in his Church History, confirms the ministry of Bartholomew in India, and adds an eye witness 
account: 
 
ά!BOUT that time, Pantaenus, a man highly distinguished for his learning, had charge of the school of the 
faithful in Alexandria... Pantaenus...is said to have gone to India. It is reported that among persons there 
who knew of Christ, he found the Gospel according to Matthew, which had anticipated his own arrival. 
For Bartholomew, one of the apostles, had preached to them, and left with them the writing of Matthew 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΦέ ό.ƻƻƪ рΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ млύ 

Apocryphal 
In the Martyrdom Of The Holy And Glorious Apostle Bartholomew, Bartholomew preaches in India, and 
becomes actively involved in casting out demons.  One demon describes him as follows (perhaps not a 
very reliable source!): 
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άIŜ Ƙŀǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ƘŀƛǊΣ ŀ ǎƘŀƎƎȅ ƘŜŀŘΣ ŀ ŦŀƛǊ skin, large eyes, beautiful nostrils, his ears hidden by the hair of 
his head, with a yellow beard, a few gray hairs, of middle height, and neither tall nor stunted, but mid-
dling, clothed with a white undercloak bordered with purple, and upon his shoulders a very white cloak; 
and his clothes have been worn twenty-six years, but neither are they dirty, nor have they waxed old. 
Seven times a day he bends the knee to the Lord, and seven times a night does he pray to God. His voice 
is like the sonnet of a strong trumpet; there go along with him angels of God, who allow him neither to be 
weary, nor to hunger, nor to thirst; his face, and his soul, and his heart are always glad and rejoicing; he 
foresees everything, he knows and speaks every tongue of every natioƴΦέ 
 

In the course of a long sermon on the basic tenets of the Gospels to King Polymius, (whose daughter was 
exorcised of a demon by Bartholomew), the Apostle gives this brief description of his calling: 
 
ά!ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǊŀƴǘ ώ{ŀǘŀƴϐ, He sent His apostles into all the world, that He 
might redeem His people from the deception of the devil; and one of these I am, an apostle of ChrƛǎǘΦέ 
 

After King Polymius converts to Christianity, his brother King Astreges is enraged, and orders Bartholo-
mew beheaded: 
 
ά¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΦΦΦƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻƭȅ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜ .ŀǊǘƘƻƭƻƳŜǿ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŜŀǘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǊƻŘǎΤ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ 
thus scourged, to be beheaded.  
 
And innumerable multitudes came from all the cities, to the number of twelve thousand, who had be-
lieved in him along with the king; and they took up the remains of the apostle with singing of praise and 
with all glory, and they laid them in the royal tomb, and glorified God. And the king Astreges having heard 
of this, ordered him to be thrown into the sea; and Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ [ƛǇŀǊƛǎΦέ 

 
King Astreges soon dies a horrible death, and his brother Polymius becomes bishop, and rules for 20 
years. 

Other Legends 
Other legends say that Bartholomew was flayed alive in Armenia.  His remains are said to be, variously, 
in Rome and in Canterbury Cathedral in England.  

James, Son of Alphaeus 
We have almost no canonical information about James, Son of Alphaeus, other than that he appears on 
all four New Testament apostolic lists.  Mark 2:14 identifies that Levi/Matthew the tax collector also had 
a father named Alphaeus, so the two may have been brothers or half brothers. 
 
{ƻƳŜ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ άWŀƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊέ ƛƴ aŀǊƪ мрΥпл ǿƛǘƘ WŀƳŜǎΣ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ !ƭǇƘŀŜǳǎΦ  LŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
identification is true, then James had a mother named Mary that was present at the crucifixion, and a 
brother named Joses. 

Church Tradition 
Hippolytus identifies that James was stoned to death in Jerusalem: 
 
ά!ƴŘ WŀƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ !ƭǇƘŀŜǳǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΣ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƻƴŜŘ ǘƻ Řeath by the Jews, and was 
buried there beside the temǇƭŜΦέ 
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9ǳǎŜōƛǳǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ WŀƳŜǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ 

James, Son of Zebedee 
James, son of Zebedee and brother of John is mentioned in all four New Testament apostolic lists.  The 
calling of James (and his brother) is recorded in Matthew: 
 
όaŀǘ пΥнм bL±ύ  άDƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ƘŜ ǎŀǿ ǘǿƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ WŀƳŜǎ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ½ŜōŜŘŜŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ 
John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 
(Mat 4:22 NIV)  aƴŘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƘƛƳΦέ 

 
Thus, we know that James was a fisherman, and that he worked with his father. In Luke 5:10, James and 
WƻƘƴ ŀǊŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ aŀǊƪ мΥнл ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜs that the Zebedee fam-
ily had hired men in the fishing business, perhaps indicating that James and his brother came from a 
successful family business. Mathew 27:55-56 identifies that the mother of James and John was a follow-
er of Jesus, and was present at his crucifixion. 
 
James and his brother (along with Peter) are traditionally identiŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƛƴƴŜǊ ŎƛǊŎƭŜέ ƻŦ 
the apostles of Jesus, because they were present at several key events that the other apostles were not.  
These events included: 
 

The transfiguration Matt 17:1, Mark 9:2, 
Luke 9:29 

The raising of the daughter of Jairus from the 
dead 

Mark 5:35-43, Luke 
8:49-56 

Present at the mini-apocalypse, delivered by 
Jesus on the Mount of Olives 

Mark 13:3 

With Jesus during his agony in the Garden of 
Gethsemane 

Mark 14:32-42, Matt 
26:36-46 

 

 
 
During the description of the raising of the daughter of Jairus from the dead, the existence of inner circle 
is clearly outlined:  

 
όaŀǊƪ рΥот bL±ύ  άIŜ ώWŜǎǳǎϐ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƭŜǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƘƛƳ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ tŜǘŜǊΣ James and John the brother of 
WŀƳŜǎΦέ 
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The inner circle is also present at a miraculous catch of fish on the Sea of Galilee (Luke 5:1-11). The 
brothers were also present when the resurrected Jesus fried fish for some of the apostles on the shores 
of the Sea of Galilee, as described in John 21. 
 
aŀǊƪ оΥмт ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ WŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜ ά{ƻƴǎ ƻŦ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ŀǇǇƭȅ 
to their temper or their impetuousness.  This temper is exhibited in Luke 9:51-56 when James and John 
are affronted because a Samaritan village is not interested in hearing Jesus preach: 
 

([ǳƪŜ фΥрп bL±ύ  ά²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ WŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ ǎŀǿ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ asked, "Lord, do you want us to call 
fire down from heaven to deǎǘǊƻȅ ǘƘŜƳΚϦέ 
 

Their impetuousness is demonstrated in Mark 10:35-пмΣ ǿƘŜƴ WŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ ŀǎƪ WŜǎǳǎ ά[Ŝǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ 
ǎƛǘ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜŦǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƭƻǊȅΦέ   ¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴŘƛƎƴŀƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ 
presumptuousness (Mark 10:41). 

Post-Pentecostal 

James holds the distinction of being the only apostle in the New Testament that has his martyrdom rec-
orded in the Scriptures: 
 

 ό!Ŏǘǎ мнΥм bL±ύ  άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ YƛƴƎ IŜǊƻŘ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƻƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƛn-
tending to persecute them. 
 (Acts 12:2 NIV)  He had James, the broǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ WƻƘƴΣ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǿƻǊŘΦέ 

 
Paul, in his letter to the Galatians, reports that James supported his ministry to the Gentiles: 
 
όDŀƭ нΥф bL±ύ  άWŀƳŜǎΣ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊŜǇǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƛƭƭŀǊǎΣ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ .ŀǊƴŀōŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƻŦ 
fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎΦέ 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ WŀƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ άǇƛƭƭŀǊέ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ-Pentecostal 
church. 

Church Tradition 
According to Hippolytus: 
 
άWŀƳŜǎΣ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ WǳŘŜŀΣ ǿŀǎ Ŏǳǘ ƻŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǿƻǊŘ ōȅ IŜǊƻŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǘǊŀǊŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ 
ōǳǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ 

 
According to Eusebius, James was beheaded: 
 
άCƛǊǎǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƻƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘƛƳ WŀƳŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ½Ŝbedee and the brother of 
WƻƘƴΣ ǿŀǎ ōŜƘŜŀŘŜŘΦΦΦέ ό.ƻƻƪ оΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ рύ 

 
Eusebius also records another tradition regarding the death of James: 
 
ά!ƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ WŀƳŜǎΣ /ƭŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴǘƘ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ IȅǇƻǘȅǇƻǎŜǎΣ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 
worthy of mention; telling it as he received it from those who had lived before him. He says that the one 
who led James to the judgment-seat, when he saw him bearing his testimony, was moved, and confessed 
that he was himself also a Christian. They were both therefore, he says, led away together; and on the 
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ǿŀȅ ƘŜ ōŜƎƎŜŘ WŀƳŜǎ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƘƛƳΦ !ƴŘ ƘŜΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΣ ǎŀƛŘΣ άtŜŀŎŜ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜŜΣέ ŀƴŘ 
kissed him. And thus they were both beƘŜŀŘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΦέ  ό.ƻƻƪ нΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ фύ 

Other Legends 
Medieval tradition associates James with a ministry in Spain.  Other Medieval legends claim that his re-
mains were brought to Santiago de Compostela in northwest Spain.  His head is also said to rest in a 12th 
century Armenian Church in Jerusalem. 

John 
John, brother of James and son of Zebedee, is named in all four New Testament apostolic lists.  Much of 
what has already been said about his brother James is also true for John, which is summarized here: 

¶ John was a Galilean fisherman who worked with his father and brother.  He was called by Jesus with 
Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ WŀƳŜǎΦ  όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ пΥнмκннύΦ Lƴ [ǳƪŜ рΥмлΣ WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ 
partners in the fishing business. 

¶ As noted before, John and his brother are traditionally identiŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƛƴƴŜǊ ŎƛǊŎƭŜέ 
of the apostles of Jesus, because they were present at several key events that the other apostles 
were not.  These events included: 

 
The transfiguration Matt 17:1, Mark 9:2, 

Luke 9:29 

The raising of the daughter of Jairus from the 
dead 

Mark 5:35-43, Luke 
8:49-56 

Present at the mini-apocalypse, delivered by 
Jesus on the Mount of Olives 

Mark 13:3 

With Jesus during his agony in the Garden of 
Gethsemane 

Mark 14:32-42, Matt 
26:36-46 

 
Also, John and his brother were present when Jesus healed the fever-ridden mother-in-law of Peter 
(Mark 1:29-31), and when when Jesus causes a miraculous catch of fish on the Sea of Galilee (Luke 
5:1-11).  

¶ In Mark 10, John and James incur the displeasure of the other apostles when they ask Jesus, "Let 
one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory." (Mark 10:35-39) 

¶ Mathew 27:55-56 identifies that the mother of John and James was a follower of Jesus, and was 
present at his crucifixion 

¶ Mark 3:17 identifies that James and his brother had the nickƴŀƳŜ ά{ƻƴǎ ƻŦ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ 
apply to their temper (see Luke 9:51-56) 

 
John is also mentioned several times apart from his brother in the Gospels: 

¶ John is mildly rebuked by Jesus in Luke 9:49-рл ŀŦǘŜǊ WƻƘƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ Ƴŀƴ άŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ Ře-
mons in your name" 

¶ In Luke 22:7-13, John (along with Peter) is given the important task of preparing the logistics for the 
Last Supper 

 
John is not mentioned by name in the Gospel of John.  Church tradition (more on this later) identifies 
WƻƘƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ Weǎǳǎ ƭƻǾŜŘέ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŦƛǾŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ WƻƘƴΥ 
 

During the Last Supper, this disciple is asked John 13:23-26 
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by Peter who is going to betray Jesus 

The disciple is given the responsibility of tak-
ing care of Mary, Mother of Jesus 

John 19:26-27 

With Peter, the disciple is told by Mary Mag-
dalene that the tomb is empty 

John 20:1-9 

The disciple is the first one to identify Jesus at 
the miraculous catch of fish after the resur-
rection 

John 21:1-14 

Jesus seems to indicate that this disciple will 
outlive Peter 

John 21:20-24 

Post-Pentecostal 

In Acts, John is depicted as a close associate of Peter, and is involved in the early preaching and healing 
activities: 
 

Healing a cripple Acts 3:1-10 

Peter and John are jailed by the Sanhedrin, 
and released after being admonished to no 
longer teach about Jesus 

Acts 4:1-22 

Peter and John preach in Samaria, baptizing 
through the laying on of hands 

Acts 8:14-17 

 
[ƛƪŜ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ WŀƳŜǎΣ WƻƘƴ ƛǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ŀ άǇƛƭƭŀǊέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ Dŀƭŀǘƛŀƴǎ нΥфΦ  tŀǳƭ ƴƻǘŜs that he 
supported the Pauline ministry to the Gentiles. 

Church Tradition 
There are many strong church traditions regarding John.  As early as c. 180 A.D., Irenaeus (Bishop of 
Lyons from 177-202 A.D.) says that John was the author of the Gospel of John: 
 
άΦΦΦWƻƘƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ǿƘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ƭŜŀƴŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ Iƛǎ ōǊŜŀǎǘΣ ŘƛŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ŀ DƻǎǇŜƭ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ 9ǇƘŜǎǳǎ ƛƴ !ǎƛŀΦϦ  όLǊŜƴŀŜǳǎΣ ά!Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ IŜǊŜǎƛŜǎέΣ .ƻƻƪ оΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ мύ 

 
Eusebius discusses the reason that John wrote his Gospel: 
 

"Matthew and John have left us written memorials, and they, tradition says, were led to write only under 
the pressure of necessity...And when Mark and Luke had already published their Gospels, they say that 
John, who had employed all his time in proclaiming the Gospel orally, finally proceeded to write for the 
following reason. The three Gospels already mentioned having come into the hands of all and into his own 
too, they say that he accepted them and bore witness to their truthfulness; but that there was lacking in 
them an account of the deeds done by Christ at the beginning of his ministry."  (Book 3, Chapter 24) 

 
By tradition, John was also the author of three canonical letters, and the Apocalypse.  Eusebius was 
pretty sure about John I, less sure about John II, III, and Revelation: 
 

"But of the writings of John, not only his Gospel, but also the former of his epistles, has been accepted 
without dispute both now and in ancient times. But the other two are disputed. In regard to the Apoca-
lypse, the opinions of most men are still divided. But at the proper time this question likewise shall be de-
cided from the testimony of the ancients."  (Book 3, Chapter 24) 
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However, all three epistles, and the Apocalypse, were firmly entrenched in the New Testament canon by 
367 A.D., and have remained there ever since. 
 
According to Hippolytus, John was banished by Domitian to the 
Isle of Patmos, and later died in Ephesus: 
 
άWƻƘƴΣ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ƛƴ !ǎƛŀΣ ǿŀǎ ōŀƴƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ 5ƻƳƛǘƛŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŜ 
of Patmos, in which also he wrote his Gospel and saw the apocalyp-
ǘƛŎ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΤ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ¢ǊŀƧŀƴΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƘŜ ŦŜƭƭ ŀǎƭŜŜǇ ŀǘ 9ǇƘŜǎǳǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƙƛǎ 
ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊΣ ōǳǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΦέ 

 
The traditions connecting John with Ephesus and Patmos are well 
established.  Eusebius records: 
 
άΦΦΦ!ǎƛŀ ǘƻ WƻƘƴΣ ǿƘƻΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƭƛǾŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŘƛŜŘ ŀǘ 9ǇƘŜǎǳǎΦέ ό.ƻƻƪ оΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ мύ 
 
άLT is said that in this persecution [Domitian] the apostle and evangelist John, who was still alive, was con-
demned to dwell on the island of Patmos in consequence ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ǿƻǊŘΦέ ό.ƻƻƪ оΣ 
Chapter 17) 
 

Eusebius also records that John outlived Domitian:  
 
ά!T that time the apostle and evangelist John, the one whom Jesus loved, was still living in Asia, and go-
verning the churches of that region, having returned after the death of Domitian from his exile on the isl-
ŀƴŘΦΦΦ ώLǊŜƴŀŜǳǎϐ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ !Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ IŜǊŜǎƛŜǎΣ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ Ψ!ƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊǎ 
that associated with John the disciple of the Lord in Asia bear witness that John delivered it to them. For 
ƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƧŀƴΦΩέ ό.ƻƻƪ оΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ноύ 
 

The emperor Domitian began his rule in 81 A.D., and died in 96 A.D.  This would mean that John would 
have been in his 80s or 90s when he died. 
 

 
{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ Monastery on Patmos ς Photo by Jan & Ted Lauer ς Scanned by Garfield Cousins 

 
Eusebius also records the words of Clement of Alexandria regarding the preaching and establishment of 
churches in Asia by John: 
 
άCƻǊ ǿƘŜƴΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǊŀƴǘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ from the isle of Patmos to Ephesus, he went away upon 
their invitation to the neighboring territories of the Gentiles, to appoint bishops in some places, in other 
places to set in order whole churches, elsewhere to choose to the ministry some one of those that were 
ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦΦΦέ  ό.ƻƻƪ оΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ноύ 
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Eusebius also records a tradition regarding the death of John: 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƻŦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǿŀȅΣ ōǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ōǳǊƛŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ 
epistle of Polycrates (who was bishop of the parish of Ephesus), addressed to Victor, bishop of Rome. In 
this epistle he mentions him together with the apostle Philip and his daughters in the following words: 
άCƻǊ ƛƴ !ǎƛŀ ŀƭǎƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ŀǎƭŜŜǇΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊƛǎŜ ŀƎain on the last day, at the coming of the 
Lord, when he shall come with glory from heaven and shall seek out all the saints. Among these 
are...John, who was both a witness and a teacher, who reclined upon the bosom of the Lord, and being a 
priest wore the ǎŀŎŜǊŘƻǘŀƭ ǇƭŀǘŜΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƭŜŜǇǎ ŀǘ 9ǇƘŜǎǳǎΦέ 

 
Finally, Eusebius records a tradition from Appollonius that John raised a man from the dead: 
 
άIŜ ώ!ǇƻƭƭƻƴƛǳǎϐΦΦΦǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ŘŜŀŘ Ƴŀƴ ƘŀŘΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛƴŜ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ōŜŜƴ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ōȅ WƻƘƴ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ 
9ǇƘŜǎǳǎΦέ  (Book 5, Chapter 19) 

Apocryphal 
In the Acts Of The Holy Apostle And Evangelist John The Theologian, John is seized on order of Domitian 
and brought before him.  John drinks poison to prove that Jesus and the Holy Spirit protect him.  Then a 
condemned prisoner is made to drink the poison to prove that it is lethal.  The prisoner dies, and John 
promptly raises him from the dead.  John is eventually banished to Patmos: 
 
ά5ƻƳƛǘƛŀƴΣ ŀǎǘƻƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊǎΣ ǎŜƴǘ ƘƛƳ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΣ ŀppointing for him a set time. 
 
And straightway John sailed to Patmos, where also he was deemed worthy to see the revelation of the 
end. And when Domitian was dead, Nerva succeeded to the kingdom, and recalled all who had been ba-
nished; and having kept the kingdom for a year, he made Trajan his successor in the kingdom. And when 
he was king over the Romans, John went to Ephesus, and regulated all the teaching of the church, holding 
many conferences, and reminding them of what the Lord had said to them, and what duty he had as-
sƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΣ ƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ tƻƭȅŎŀǊǇ ǘƻ ōŜ ōƛǎƘƻǇ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦέ 
 

In this account, there is some doubt cast as to whether John really died: 
 
ά!ƴŘ ƎŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΣ ƘŜ ƎƭƻǊƛŦƛŜŘ DƻŘΤ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎŜŀƭŜŘ Ƙƛmself altogether, he stood and said to 
us, Peace and grace be with you, brethren! and sent the brethren away. And when they went on the mor-
row they did not find him, but his sandals, and a fountain welling up. And after that they remembered 
what had been said to Peter by the Lord about him: For what does it concern thee if I should wish him to 
remain until I come? And they glorified God for the miracle that had happened. And having thus believed, 
they retired praising and blessing the benignant God; because to Him is due glory now and ever, and to 
ŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜǎΦ !ƳŜƴΦέ 

Judas Iscariot 
Judas Iscariot is the most reviled figure in the New Testament -   Jesus actually refers to him as a devil in 
John 6:70-71.  He betrayed Jesus to the Sanhedrin for 30 pieces of silver. 
 
Judas wŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ {ƛƳƻƴ LǎŎŀǊƛƻǘ όWƻƘƴ сΥтмύΦ  άLǎŎŀǊƛƻǘέ ƛǎ ǾaǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άŘŀƎƎŜǊ-
Ƴŀƴέ όƛΦŜΦ ǘƘŀǘ WǳŘŀǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ½ŜŀƭƻǘύΣ ƻǊ άƳŀƴ ƻŦ YŜǊƛƻǘƘϦΣ ŀ ǘƻǿƴ ƴŜŀǊ IŜōǊƻƴΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΣ 
then Judas was the only non-Galilean among the twelve ς an outsider from the beginning.  
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Judas is mentioned in the three Synoptic Gospel lists of the apostles.  He is, of course, omitted from the 
list in Acts. 

The betrayal 

The betrayal by Judas is mentioned starkly in Matthew: 
 
όaŀǘ нсΥмп bL±ύ  ά¢ƘŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ the Twelve--the one called Judas Iscariot--went to the chief priests 
(Mat 26:15 NIV)  and asked, "What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?" So they counted 
out for him thirty silver coins. 
(Mat 26:16 NIV)  From then on Judas watched for ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘ ƘƛƳ ƻǾŜǊΦέ 
 

Luke 22:3 records that Satan entered Judas before he made his deal with the chief priests. 

The Last Supper ς the traitor identified 

In Matthew 26:20-25, Jesus discusses the fact that he will be betrayed by one of the twelǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ άLǘ 
would be better for him if he had not been born."  When Judas asks "Surely not I, Rabbi?" Jesus ans-
ǿŜǊŜŘΣ Ϧ¸ŜǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳΦέ 
 

 
 
John 13:27 identifies that Satan entered into Judas at the Last Supper. 

The role of Judas in the capture of Jesus 

The actual capture of Jesus is variously described in the Gospels: 
 

άWǳŘŀǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨDǊŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΣ wŀōōƛΗΩ ŀƴŘ ƪƛǎǎŜŘ 
ƘƛƳΦέ 

Matthew 26:46-50 

ά²ƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎǊƻǿŘ ŀǊƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǿƻǊŘǎ 
ŀƴŘ Ŏƭǳōǎέ 

Mark 14:43-46 

άWǳŘŀǎΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ōŜǘǊŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ aŀƴ 
with a kisǎΚέ 

Luke 22:47-48 

ά!ƴŘ WǳŘŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛǘƻǊ ǿŀǎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 

John 18:1-5 

Character of Judas 

The Gospel of John is especially harsh in its characterization of Judas.  In the following passage (which 
also tells us that Judas was the treasurer of the apostles), Judas is referred to as a thief: 
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όWƻƘƴ мнΥс bL±ύ  άIŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ŎŀǊŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ōǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘƘƛŜŦΤ ŀǎ ƪŜe-
ǇŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ōŀƎΣ ƘŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǘΦέ 

 
Matthew 27:34 records that JuŘŀǎ ŦŜƭǘ ǊŜƳƻǊǎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎ όάΨL ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƴƴŜŘΣΩ 
ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨŦƻǊ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜǘǊŀȅŜŘ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘ ōƭƻƻŘΦΩέύ 

Death of Judas 

The New Testament offers two versions (not necessarily contradictory) of the death of Judas.  Matthew 
27:5 records that Judas committed suicide by hanging.  Acts gives a somewhat more graphic description 
of the death of Judas: 
 
ό!Ŏǘǎ мΥму bL±ύ  άό²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǿŀǊŘ ƘŜ Ǝƻǘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŎƪŜŘƴŜǎǎΣ WǳŘŀǎ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ ŦƛŜƭŘΤ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ŦŜƭƭ ƘŜŀŘƭƻƴƎΣ 
his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out. 
(Acts 1:19 NIV)  Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called that field in their language Akel-
ŘŀƳŀΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ CƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ .ƭƻƻŘΦύέ 

Judas and predestination 

The life and death of Judas Iscariot is often used as an example of predestination.  Both Jesus (John 
13:18) and Peter (Acts 1:15-20) speak of the traitorous actions of Judas as being in fulfillment of the 
Scriptures (Psalms 41:9), and Peter says that his end was also foretold by the prophets (Psalms 69:25, 
109:8). 

Matthew/Levi 
Matthew appears in all four apostolic lists in the New Testament.  Mark and Luke also 
ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ ά[ŜǾƛέΦ aŀǊƪ нΥмп ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ό[ŜǾƛύ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άǎƻƴ ƻŦ !ƭǇƘŀŜǳǎέΣ 
so Matthew may have been related to James, son of Alphaeus (brother or half-
brother). 
 
Matthew was a tax collector (Matt 9:9) ς a singularly unpopular occupation in 1st cen-
tury Palestine!  All three synoptic Gospels report that Jesus attended a dinner at the 
house of Matthew.  The version in Luke 5:27-32 identifies that the dinner was held in 
honor of Jesus by Matthew ς ά¢ƘŜƴ [ŜǾƛ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ōŀƴǉǳŜǘ ŦƻǊ Weǎǳǎ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦΦΦέ   
 
[ǳƪŜ рΥну ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ [ŜǾƛ άƭŜŦǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎέ ǘƻ Ŧƻllow Jesus. 

Church Tradition 
While the Gospel of Matthew bears no author attribution in the text, very early 
church tradition identifies the Gospel with Matthew.  Bishop Papias of Hierapolis, as 
early as c. 110 A.D., stated: 

 
άaŀǘǘƘŜǿ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŀŎƭŜǎ ώƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘϐ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ ƛnterpreted them 
as best he could."  (Eusebius, Book 3, Chapter 39) 

 
According to Hippolytus: 
 
ά!ƴŘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ǘƻƴƎǳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛǘ ŀǘ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭ ŀǎƭŜŜǇ ŀǘ 
IƛŜǊŜŜǎΣ ŀ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ tŀǊǘƘƛŀΦέ ώtŀǊǘƘƛŀ ƛǎ ƴŜŀǊ Ƴƻdern day Tehran] 
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Apocryphal 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻŎǊȅǇƘŀƭ ά!Ŏǘǎ !ƴŘ aŀǊǘȅǊŘƻƳ hŦ {ǘΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ¢ƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜέΣ WŜǎǳǎ όŀppearing in the form of a 
ŎƘƛƭŘύ ǎŜƴŘǎ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ǘƻ άMyrna, the city of the man-ŜŀǘŜǊǎέΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ Ŏŀǎting out demons from the wife, 
son, and daughter-in-law of the King Fulvanus, the king becomes jealous because they want to spend all 
of their time with Matthew.  The King several times tries to burn Matthew to death, but Matthew is pro-
ǘŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎΦ  Lƴ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ōǳǊƴ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ōǳǊƴǎ ǳǇ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ  
Matthew eventually dies, and ascends to heaven: 
 
άΦΦΦǿŜ ŀƭƭ ǎŀǿ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǳǇΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŜǊŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛn-
to heaven, led by the hand by a beautiful boy; and twelve men in shin-
ing garments came to meet him, having never-fading and golden 
crowns on their head; and we saw how that child crowned Matthew, 
so as to be like them, and in a flash of lightning they went away to hea-
ǾŜƴΦέ 

 
Eventually the king converts to Christianity, and becomes Bishop of 
his land.  The Acts end with the following: 
 
ά!ƴŘ {ŀƛƴǘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ in the country of the man-
eaters, in the city of Myrna, on the sixteenth of the month of November, our Lord Jesus Christ reigning, to 
ǿƘƻƳ ōŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜǎΦ !ƳŜƴΦέ 

 
Other traditions record his martyrdom in Ethiopia and in Persia. 
 
An apocryphal Gospel is also attributed to Matthew, that purǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴ 
Mary, and the nativity and inŦŀƴŎȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘέΦ 

Peter 
Simon Peter, along with his brother Andrew, was a Galilean fisherman.  According to Luke 5:3, he owned 
a boat.  Peter and his brother were originally from the town of Bethsaida (John 1:44), but were living in 
Capernaum at the time of the ministry of Jesus. It appears that Jesus sometimes used the house of Si-
mon and Andrew as a base of operations in Capernaum (Mark 1:32-34, Luke 4:40-43). 
 
Simon Peter is mentioned in all four apostolic lists in the New Testament. John 1:42 identifies that Jesus 
ƎŀǾŜ {ƛƳƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ά/eǇƘŀǎέΣ ƻǊ tŜǘŜǊ όǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǊƻŎƪέύΦ   
 
Peter was the son of Jonah (Matt 16:17).  He was married - 1 Cor 9:5 records that Peter took his wife on 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅǎΦ  tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ-in-law was healed by Jesus of a fever (Mark 1:29-31, 
Luke 4:38-39).  

Calling of Peter 

According to the account in Matthew, Andrew and Peter were the first apostles selected by Jesus who 
ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ aŀǘ пΥмф ά/ƻƳŜΣ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŦƛǎƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΦέ ό!ƭǎƻΣ aŀǊƪ мΥмс-17)   In 
Luke 5:1-11, the calling of Peter is associated with a miraculous catch of fish, which causes a frightened 
tŜǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άDƻ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜΣ [ƻǊŘΤ L ŀƳ ŀ ǎƛƴŦǳƭ ƳŀƴΗέ 
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A somewhat different account in John 1:41-42, depicts that Simon is brought to Jesus by his brother 
Andrew.  John 1 also indicates that Peter may have been a follower of John the Baptist (John 1:35-40). 
 
Peter is given an especially important role in the Gospel of Matthew when he is the first one of the apos-
tles to proclaim that Jesus is the messiah and the Son of God: 
 
όaŀǘ мсΥмр bL±ύ  άϦ.ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΚϦ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ Ϧ²Ƙƻ Řƻ ȅou say I am?" 
(Mat 16:16 NIV)  Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 
(Mat 16:17 NIV)  Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by 
man, but by my Father in heaǾŜƴΦέ 

¢ƘŜ άƛƴƴŜǊ ŎƛǊŎƭŜέ 

tŜǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƛƴƴŜǊ ŎƛǊŎƭŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ WŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴΦ  
They were involved in severŀƭ ƪŜȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǇǊƛǾȅ ǘƻΥ 
 

The transfiguration Matt 17:1, Mark 9:2, 
Luke 9:29 

The raising of the daughter of Jairus from the 
dead 

Mark 5:35-43, Luke 
8:49-56 

Present at the mini-apocalypse, delivered by 
Jesus on the Mount of Olives 

Mark 13:3 

With Jesus during his agony in the Garden of 
Gethsemane 

Mark 14:32-42, Matt 
26:36-46 

Along with John, Peter is asked by Jesus to 
make preparations for the Last Supper 

Luke 22:8-13 

Character and characteristics 

tŜǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŜƴŘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀƴ άŜǾŜǊȅƳŀƴέΣ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƛnnate practicality when, during the 
transfiguration, he seems more focused on building some sort of condominiums for Jesus, Moses, and 
Elijah, than on the significance of the two prophets appearing with Jesus: 
 
ό[ǳƪŜ фΥоо bL±ύ  ά!ǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎΣ tŜǘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ϦaŀǎǘŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ 
Let us put up three shelters--one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah." (He did not know what he 
ǿŀǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΦύέ 

 
Peter is often depicted as having dialogues with the Savior.  In these dialogues, Peter is portrayed va-
riously as being impetuous, practical, inquiring, enthusiastic, and sometimes even a little slow.  On sev-
eral occasions, Jesus rebukes him. 
 

The Temple Tax Matt 17:24-27 

"I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-
ǎŜǾŜƴ ǘƛƳŜǎΦέ 

Matt 18:21-22 

ά¢ƘŜ ŦƛƎ ǘǊŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŎǳǊǎŜŘ Ƙŀǎ ǿƛǘƘŜǊŜŘΗϦ Mark 11:20-25 

"Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 
ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΦέ 

John 6:67-70 

"Are you still so dull?" Matthew 15:15-16 

Peter asked, "Lord, are you telling this para-
ble to us, or to everyone?" 

Luke 12:35-48 

"No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my John 13:6-9 
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feet." 

As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, "It is 
the Lord," he wrapped his outer garment 
around him (for he had taken it off) and 
jumped into the water. 

John 21:7 

άhǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǎƛƎƘǘΣ {ŀǘŀƴΗέ Matthew 16:21-23, 
Mark 8:32-33 

ά¸ƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ŀƴȅ ǿŀǘŜǊ Ŧor my feet, 
ōǳǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŜǘ Ƴȅ ŦŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ǘŜŀǊǎΦΦΦέ 

Luke 7:40-47 

"Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the 
cup the Father has given me?" 

John 18:10-11 

 
Prior to Pentecost, Peter is portrayed as a man that wants to have faith, but cannot always maintain it.  
Matthew 14:25-33 is an example, with Peter believing he can walk on water, but then losing faith be-
cause of the strong wind.  In Matthew 26:33-35, after Jesus has announced that he will be betrayed, Pe-
ǘŜǊ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ά9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ŀƭƭ Ŧŀƭƭ ŀǿŀȅ ƻƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ȅƻu, I never will."  Jesus knows better, though, and replies 
άΦΦΦōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻǎǘŜǊ ŎǊƻǿǎΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ Řƛǎƻǿƴ ƳŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜǎΦϦ ό!ƭǎƻΣ aŀǊƪ мпΥнф-31, Luke 22:33-34).  Of 
course, Peter goes on to disown the Lord three times (once given away by his Galilean accent) (Matt 
26:69-75; see also Mark 14:66-72, Luke 22:54-62, John 18:15-27) 

Post-resurrection 

Peter appears in several key scenes after the resurrection.  In Mark 16:1-8, Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James, and Salome are told by a young man dressed in wƘƛǘŜ ǘƻ άǘŜƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛsŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ tŜǘŜǊέ 
that Jesus will see them in Galilee.  Some people interpret this to mean that, after disowning Christ 
three times, Peter is temporarily not considered to be one of the Apostles. In John 21:15-17, Peter is 
prompted by Jesus to tell him that he loves him three times.   
   
In Luke 24:12 and John 20:1-9, Peter is depicted as viewing the empty tomb. A mysterious reference in 
Luke 24:34 and 1 Cor 15:5 identifies that Peter was the first apostle to whom the risen Lord appeared.  
However, there is no other New Testament record of this event. 
 
Along with several other apostles, Simon is present at the miraculous post-resurrection fish catch/fry, 
depicted in John 21:1-14. 

Death of Peter prefigured 

Later Church tradition (see section below) says that Peter met his death by crucifixion under Nero.  An 
eerie set of passages at the end of the Gospel of John seems to prefigure his death (John lived long after 
Peter, and very likely would have known the details of his death): 
 

(John 13:ос bL±ύ  ά{ƛƳƻƴ tŜǘŜǊ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ Ϧ[ƻǊŘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎΚϦ WŜǎǳǎ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ Ϧ²ƘŜǊŜ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎΣ 
you cannot follow now, but you will follow later." 
(John 21:18 NIV)  I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you 
wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead 
you where you do not want to go." 
 (John 21:19 NIV)  Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he 
said to him, "Folloǿ ƳŜΗϦέ 
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Post-ascension 

After the ascension of Christ, Peter immediately assumes a leadership role - it is Peter that drives the 
selection of a replacement apostle for Judas, in Acts 1:15-26. This leadership role is seemingly prefigured 
by Christ in Luke 22:32: 
 
ό[ǳƪŜ ннΥон bL±ύ  ά.ǳǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ {ƛƳƻƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ŦŀƛƭΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 
turned back, strengthen your brothŜǊǎΦέ 

Post-Pentecostal 

After Pentecost, Peter, the simple Galilean fisherman, is transformed into a great preacher, healer, and 
fearless advocate for Jesus Christ.  In fact, Peter is accorded the honor of being the first person to preach 
a sermon in the new church ς a sermon that garners 3,000 new converts!  (Acts 2:14-пмύΦ  tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾi-
ties in the Primitive Church are summarized below: 

¶ In Acts 3, Peter heals a cripple near the Temple in Jerusalem, and again preaches a sermon at Solo-
mon's Colonnade, which gathers at least 2,000 more converts (Acts 4:4) 

¶ Peter and John are put in prison by the Sanhedrin (Acts 4:1-22).  Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
uses the occasion to preach the Gospel of Christ to the rulers of the Sanhedrin.  One of the most im-
portant verses in all of Acts begins to explain why people gave credence to the early Christians: 
 
ό!Ŏǘǎ пΥмо bL±ύ  ά²ƘŜn they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, 
ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with JeǎǳǎΦέ 

¶ In Acts 5:1-11, Peter is the focus of the event which leads to the death of a husband and wife who 
lied about a contribution to the young church 

¶ In Acts 5:15-16, people bring their sick to be healed by Peter and the other apostles 

¶ In Acts 5:25-42, the apostles are arrested and brought before the Sanhedrin.  Peter, the simple fi-
sherman, once again uses the opportunity to lecture the learned Sanhedrin.  After being flogged, the 
apostles are freed. 

¶ In Acts 8:14-25, Peter and John are sent to Samaria to baptize by the laying on of hands.  Peter then 
has a run-in with Simon Magus (Simon the Magician).  Later church and apocryphal traditions indi-
cate that the two will meet again in the future. 

¶ In Acts 9:32-43, Peter raises a woman named Tabitha from the dead 

¶ In Acts 10, Peter receives a vision, convincing him that the message of Christ is for Gentiles, too.  In 
Acts 10:44-48, the ministry to the Gentiles blossoms. 

¶ In Acts 11:1-18, Peter successfully defends the baptizing of Gentiles to the Jewish Christians in Jeru-
salem 

¶ In Acts 12:1-9, Peter is arrested by King Herod Agrippa I, grandson of the Herod the Great, and 
ǘƘǊƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴΦ  !ƴ ŀƴƎŜƭ ǊŜǎŎǳŜǎ tŜǘŜǊΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ άǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŜŀǊƴŜǎǘƭȅ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΦέ 

¶ In Acts 15:5-12, Peter plays a key role in convincing the Council of Jerusalem that Gentile converts 
should be allowed into the young church without restriction - ά²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ 
our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are." 

¶ Peter may have preached in Corinth (1 Cor 1:12) 

Relationship of Peter with Paul 

The New Testament records that Peter and Paul, the two greatest apostles of the Early Church, did have 
some interaction with each other.  Galatians 1:18, for example, records that Paul stayed with Peter in 
WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ мр ŘŀȅǎΦ  tŜǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ Coun-
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cil in Acts 15.  This is further supported in Galatians 2:7-млΣ ǿƘŜƴ tŜǘŜǊ όŀ άǇƛƭƭŀǊέύ ƛǎ ŘŜǇƛŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ 
ŀƴ άŀǇƻǎǘƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎέΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ tŀǳƭΩǎ Ƴƛnistry to the Gentiles. 
 
There were some disagreements between the two.  In Galatians, 2:11-14 Paul describes an argument 
that he had with Peter in Antioch.  In 2 Peter 3:15-мсΣ tŜǘŜǊ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ άƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘέΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ {ŎǊƛptures: 

 
όн tŜǘ оΥмр bL±ύ  ά.ŜŀǊ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ Lord's patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also 
wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 
(2 Pet 3:16 NIV)  He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters 
contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do 
ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦέ 

Keys to the Kingdom 

The most controversial passages (in modern terms) in the New Testament regarding 
Peter are those describing Peter as ǘƘŜ άǊƻŎƪέ ǳǇƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘ Ƙƛǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 
ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜ άƪŜȅǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ōelow: 
 
όaŀǘ мсΥму bL±ύ  ά!ƴŘ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ tŜǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻŎƪ L ǿƛƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘ Ƴȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ 
and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 
(Mat 16:19 NIV)  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 

 
These verses have been traditionally interpreted by the Roman Catholic Church as indi-
cating that the Christian Church has received its authority from the legacy of Peter. The 
Roman Church also points to passages such as John 21:16, where Jesus says to Peter 
"Take care of my sheep", as further justification that Peter is the founder of the Christian Church. 
 
tǊƻǘŜǎǘŀƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άǊƻŎƪέ ŀƴŘ άƪŜȅǎέ Ǉŀǎǎŀges to indicate that the faith of 
tŜǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άǊƻŎƪ ǳǇƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǿƛƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘ Ƴȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ faith ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άƪŜȅǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΦέ  tǊƻt-
estants often view that Paul, not Peter, is the founder of the Christian Church as we know it today.  
  
Church tradition (see below) also records that Peter was the first Bishop of Rome, and that all Catholic 
popes are spiritual descendents from Peter.   
 
Mitigating against this Catholic view of Peter-as-the-first-Pope is the fact that nowhere in the Scriptures 
does it say that Peter preached in Rome.  The closest is a cryptic remark at the end of 1 Peter: 
 
όм tŜǘ рΥмо bL±ύ  ά{ƘŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƛƴ .ŀōȅƭƻƴΣ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƻƎether with you, sends you her greetings, and so does 
Ƴȅ ǎƻƴ aŀǊƪΦέ 

 
Also of interest is the fact that the head of the early Jerusalem Church was James, brother of Jesus, not 
Peter, as noted in this passage from Eusebius: 
 
ά.ǳǘ /ƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄǘƘ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ IȅǇƻǘȅǇƻǎŜǎ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ǘƘǳǎΥ άCƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ WŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
John after the ascension of our Savior, as if also preferred by our Lord, strove not after honor, but chose 
WŀƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ Wǳǎǘ ōƛǎƘƻǇ ƻŦ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΦέέ ό.ƻƻƪ нΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ мύ 
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Church Tradition 
Eusebius, quoting Papias of Hierapolis (c. 110 A.D.), records a tradition that the Gospel of Mark pre-
served the Gospel as preached by Peter: 
 
ϦaŀǊƪ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊΣ ǿǊƻǘŜ Řƻǿƴ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǿƘŀǘǎƻŜǾŜǊ ƘŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘΧƘŜ 
accompanied Peter..."  (Book 3, Chapter 39) 
 

Irenaeus (c. 180 A.D.) records a similar tradition, and mentions that Peter and Paul founded the Church 
in Rome: 
 

"Matthew also issued a written Gospel among the Hebrews in their own dialect, while Peter and Paul 
were preaching at Rome, and laying the foundations of the Church. After their departure, Mark, the dis-
ciple and interpreter of Peter, did also hand down to us in writing what had been preached by Peter..."  
όLǊŜƴŀŜǳǎΣ ά!Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ IŜǊŜǎƛŜǎέΣ .ƻƻƪ оΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ мύ 

 
Two letters in the New Testament are ascribed to Peter. 1 Peter has always been universally accepted as 
the writing of Peter, with some doubt cast on 2 Peter by some.  Eusebius gives his opinion about Peter I 
and II:  
 
άhb9 ŜǇƛǎǘƭŜ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ƛǎ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭedged as genuine. And this the ancient elders used 
freely in their own writings as an undisputed work. But we have learned that his extant second Epistle 
does not belong to the canon; yet, as it has appeared profitable to many, it has been used with the other 
{ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΦέ  ό.ƻƻƪ оΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ оύ 

 
Eusebius also records the tradition that Peter preached in Rome, and fought against the heresy of Simon 
Magus the Magician (generally considered to be the founder of Gnosticism): 
 
άCƻǊ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƛƎƴ ƻŦ Claudius, the all-good and gracious Providence, which watches over 
all things, led Peter, that strongest and greatest of the apostles, and the one who on account of his virtue 
was the speaker for all the others, to Rome against this great corrupter of life. He like a noble commander 
of God, clad in divine armor, carried the costly merchandise of the light of the understanding from the 
East to those who dwelt in the West, proclaiming the light itself, and the word which brings salvation to 
souls, and preachƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ ό.ƻƻƪ нΣ /Ƙŀpter 14) 

 
Eusebius records that Peter was put to death under Nero in Rome: 
 
άLǘ ƛǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ tŀǳƭ ǿŀǎ ōŜƘŜŀŘŜŘ ƛƴ wƻƳŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ tŜǘŜǊ ƭƛƪŜǿƛǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘ 
under Nero. This account of Peter and Paul is substantiated by the fact that their names are preserved in 
the cemeteries of that place even to the present day. It is confirmed likewise by Caius, a member of the 
Church, who arose under Zephyrinus, bishop of Rome. He, in a published disputation with Proclus, the 
leader of the Phrygian heresy, speaks as follows concerning the places where the sacred corpses of the 
ŀŦƻǊŜǎŀƛŘ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭŀƛŘΥ ά.ǳǘ L Ŏŀƴ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻǇƘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΦ CƻǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ±ŀǘƛŎŀƴ ƻǊ 
to the Ostian way, yƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻǇƘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƭŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦέ !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
they both suffered martyrdom at the same time is stated by Dionysius, bishop of Corinth, in his epistle to 
ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴǎΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƻǊŘǎΥ ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘǳǎ ōȅ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ ŀdmonition bound together the planting 
of Peter and of Paul at Rome and Corinth. For both of them planted and likewise taught us in our Corinth. 
!ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ƛƴ LǘŀƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƳŀǊǘȅǊŘƻƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΦέ L ƘŀǾŜ 
quoted these ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘΦέ  ό.ƻƻƪ нΣ /Ƙŀp-
ter 25) 
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Eusebius also records where Peter preached: 
 
άtŜǘŜǊ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ tƻƴǘǳǎΣ DŀƭŀǘƛŀΣ .ƛǘƘȅƴƛŀΣ /ŀǇǇŀŘƻŎƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ !ǎƛŀ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řƛs-
persion. And at last, having come to Rome, he was crucified head-downwards; for he had requested that 
ƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΦέ  ό.ƻƻƪ оΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ мύ ώbƻǘŜΥ tƻƴǘǳǎΣ DŀƭŀǘƛŀΣ .ƛǘƘȅƴƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ /ŀǇǇŀŘƻŎƛŀ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ 
located in modern northern Turkey] 

 
According to Hippolytus, Peter was crucified by Nero in Rome: 
 
άtŜǘŜǊ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƛƴ tƻƴǘǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ DŀƭŀǘƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ /ŀǇǇŀŘƻŎƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ .ŜǘŀƴƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ LǘŀƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ !ǎƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ 
was afterwards crucified by Nero in Rome with his head downward, as he had himself desired to suffer in 
ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΦέ 

 
Eusebius records a tradition from Clement of Alexandria regarding the martyrdom of the wife of Peter: 
 
ά¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀȅΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎƭȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ tŜǘŜǊ ǎŀǿ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǿƛŦŜ ƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŘƛŜΣ ƘŜ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
of her summons and her return home, and called to her very encouragingly and comfortingly, addressing 
ƘŜǊ ōȅ ƴŀƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ΨhƘ ǘƘƻǳΣ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦΩ {ǳŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘŜŀǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦέ ό.ƻƻƪ оΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ олύ 

 
Church tradition records that Peter was buried in Rome on Vatican Hill, near the gardens of Nero.  The 
first memorial over the grave was placed there in 160 A.D.  A huge basilica was place there by Constan-
tine in the 4th century.  A series of excavations instituted by Pope Paul XII in 1940-51, and 1953-7 seems 
ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ wƻƳŜ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ олл ŦŜŜǘ ŀōƻǾŜ 
the underground grave of Peter. 

Apocryphal 
The Acts Of The Holy Apostles Peter And Paul discusses the ministry of Peter in Rome, where he converts 
the wife (Libia) of Nero to Christianity(!)  The bulk of the apocryphal Acts describes the battle in Rome 
between Peter (and Paul) and Simon the Magician.  The battle eventually plays out in front of Nero, and 
all three (Peter, Paul, Simon) end up dying.  The death and burial of Peter is described thus: 
 
ά¢ƘŜƴ ōƻǘƘ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ tŀǳƭ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ bŜǊƻΦ !ƴŘ tŀǳƭ ǿŀǎ ōŜƘŜŀŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ hs-
tesian road. And Peter, having come to the cross, said: Since my Lord Jesus Christ, who came down from 
the heaven upon the earth, was raised upon the cross upright, and He has deigned to call to heaven me, 
who am of the earth, my cross ought to be fixed head downmost, so as to direct my feet towards heaven; 
for I am not worthy to be crucified like my Lord. Then, having reversed the cross, they nailed his feet up. 
 
And the consummation of the holy glorious Apostles Peter and Paul was on the 29th of the month of June 
τά 

 
A number of apocryphal writings are ascribed to Peter, including a Gospel, an Apocalypse, an Acts (of 
Peter and Paul), etc.  Eusebius gives his opinion of these works: 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǎƻ-called Acts of Peter, however, and the Gospel which bears his name, and the Preaching and the 
Apocalypse, as they are called, we know have not been universally accepted, because no ecclesiastical 
ǿǊƛǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƳƻŘŜǊƴΣ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴƛŜǎ ŘǊŀǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳΦέ  ό.ƻƻƪ оΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ оύ 
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The second century Gospel of Peter describes the period of time after the death of Jesus, adding details 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ WƻǎŜǇƘ ƻŦ !ǊƛƳŀǘƘŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƳōΦ  LƴǘǊƛƎǳƛƴƎƭȅΣ άaŀǊȅ ƻŦ aŀƎŘŀƭŀέ ƛǎ Ře-
ǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘέΦ   
 
¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ άwŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊέ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ Řescriptions of heaven and hell.  It has some 
stylistic similarities to 2 Peter. 

Philip 
Philip appears in all four lists of apostles in the New Testament, apparently linked with Bartholomew in 
the synoptic versions.  This identification is enhanced in the Gospel of John.  In John 1:43, Jesus finds 
PhiƭƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ƘƛƳ άCƻƭƭƻǿ ƳŜέΦ  tƘƛƭƛǇ όǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ .Ŝǘhsaida in John 1:44) goes and 
ǘŜƭƭǎ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ bŀǘƘŀƴŀŜƭ όƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ .ŀǊǘƘƻƭƻƳŜǿΣ ŀǎ ƛƴ άbŀǘƘaƴŀŜƭΣ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƻƭƳŀƛέύΥ 
 
όWƻƘƴ мΥпр bL±ύ  άtƘƛƭƛǇ ŦƻǳƴŘ bŀǘƘŀƴŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƭd him, "We have found the one Moses wrote about in the 
Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote--WŜǎǳǎ ƻŦ bŀȊŀǊŜǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ WƻǎŜǇƘΦϦέ 

 
It is possible that Philip acted in the role of quartermaster or provisioner for Jesus and the apostles, for 
when Jesus is about to perform his miracle of feeding the 5,000, he says: 
 
όWƻƘƴ сΥр bL±ύ  ά²ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǿ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎǊƻǿŘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƘƛƳΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ tƘƛƭƛǇΣ 
"Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?" 
(John 6:6 NIV)  He asked this only to ǘŜǎǘ ƘƛƳΣ ŦƻǊ ƘŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀŘ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΦέ 
 (John 6:7 NIV)  Philip answered him, "Eight months' wages would not buy enough bread for each one to 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōƛǘŜΗϦέ 

 
Philip also appears in John when a group of Greeks ask him to meet Jesus.  After collecting Andrew, the 
two inform Jesus that he has visitors.  (John 12:20-22) 
 
At the Last Supper, in John 14:6-фΣ tƘƛƭƛǇ ŀǎƪǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƻ άǎƘƻǿ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ CaǘƘŜǊέΣ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎ ǊŜǇƭƛŜǎ ά!ƴȅƻƴŜ 
ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƳŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΦέ 

Church Tradition 
According to Hippolytus, Philip preached and was executed in what today is eastern Turkey: 
 
άtƘƛƭƛǇ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ tƘǊȅƎƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ IƛŜǊŀǇƻƭƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘ ŘƻǿƴǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ 5ƻƳi-
ǘƛŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ 
 

According to Eusebius (quoting Clement of Alexandria) Philip was married, and had daughters: 
 
άCƻǊ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ tƘƛƭƛǇ ōŜƎŀǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΤ ŀƴŘ tƘƛƭƛǇ ŀƭǎƻ ƎŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΦΦΦέ  ό.ƻƻƪ оΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ 
30) 
 

Eusebius, quoting Polycrates, discusses the death of Philip and his daughters: 
 
άCƻǊ ƛƴ !ǎia also great lights have fallen asleep, which shall rise again on the last day, at the coming of the 
Lord, when he shall come with glory from heaven and shall seek out all the saints. Among these are Philip, 
one of the twelve apostles, who sleeps in Hierapolis, and his two aged virgin daughters, and another 
daughter who lived in the Holy Spirit and now rests at 9ǇƘŜǎǳǎΦΦΦέ ό.ƻƻƪ оΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ омύ 
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wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎƛƴƎ tŀǇƛŀǎΣ 9ǳǎŜōƛǳǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŀ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ ǊƻǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ όƛǘ ƛǎ 
unclear in the text as to whether Philip did the raising): 
 
ά¢Ƙŀǘ tƘƛƭƛǇ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜ ŘǿŜƭǘ ŀǘ IƛŜǊŀǇƻƭƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ 
noted here that Papias, their contemporary, says that he heard a wonderful tale from the daughters of 
tƘƛƭƛǇΦ CƻǊ ƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴŜ ǊƻǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘΦ ά  ό.ƻƻƪ оΣ /Ƙŀpter 39) 

 
It should be noted, though, that there seems to be at least some confusion in the works of the ancients 
regarding the daughters of Philip the Apostle, and Philip the Deacon (Acts 6:5, Acts 21:8-9). 

Apocryphal 
The apocryphal Acts Of The Journeyings Of Philip The Apostle Ƙŀǎ tƘƛƭƛǇ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǌe-
gions of Lydia and !ǎƛŀέΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴ ǇǊƻŎƻƴǎǳƭΣ tƘƛƭƛǇ ƛǎ Ŏŀptured by the 
irate husband and hung upside down: 
 
ά!ƴŘ ƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ tƘƛƭƛǇ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŀƴƎŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀƴƪƭŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƛŜǊŎŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛǊƻƴ ƘƻƻƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 
heels also to be driven through, and to be hanged head downwards, opposite the temple on a certain 
ǘǊŜŜΦΦΦέ 
 

An angry Philip places a curse on his captors, and 7,000 men (including the proconsul) are swept into an 
ŀōȅǎǎΦ  WŜǎǳǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǊƛƳŀƴŘǎ tƘƛƭƛǇ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŜǾƛƭ ŦƻǊ ŜǾƛƭΦ  tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ Ǉǳƴƛǎhment is that he will 
not be able to enter paradise for 40 days after he ŘƛŜǎΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ tƘƛƭƛǇ άƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƎƘƻǎǘέΥ 
 
άΦΦΦǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƴŜ ǎǇǊƻǳǘŜŘ ǳǇ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻƭȅ tƘƛƭƛǇ ƘŀŘ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘΦΦΦ!ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ōǳƛƭǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜΦΦΦέ 
 

In the second part of the same Acts, Philip preaches in Athens in front of 300 philosophers, and even-
tually ends up in a battle with the Jewish High Priest Ananias (from Jerusalem).  Although Philip per-
forms many miracles, Ananias refuses to believe in Christ.  Philip buries him, in stages, up to his knees, 
navel, and neck ς and finally consigns him to the Abyss (Hades).  The Acts end with: 
 
ά!ƴŘ tƘƛƭƛǇ ŀōƻŘŜ ƛƴ !ǘƘŜƴǎ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΤ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ŀ ōƛǎƘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊΣ 
and so went away to Parthia [probably near modern day Tehran], preaching Christ. To whom be glory for 
ŜǾŜǊΦ !ƳŜƴΦέ 

Simon the Zealot 
Simon the Zealot is mentioned in all four lists of apostles in the New Testament ς and no other informa-
tion is given about him whatsoever.  Traditionally, Simon is thought to have been a member of the Jew-
ish Zealot party, a group of nationalists that eventually revolted (disastrously) against the Romans in 66 
!Φ5Φ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ άǘƘŜ ȊŜŀƭƻǳǎ ƻƴŜέΦ 

Church Tradition 
According to Hippolytus, Simon the Zealot was the second Bishop of Jerusalem: 
 
ά{ƛƳƻƴ ǘƘŜ ½ŜŀƭƻǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ /ƭƻǇŀǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ WǳŘŜΣ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ōƛǎƘƻǇ ƻŦ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ŀŦǘŜǊ WŀƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
Just, and fell asleep and was buǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ мнл ȅŜŀǊǎΦέ 
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9ǳǎŜōƛǳǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ά{ȅƳŜƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ /ƭƻǇŀǎΣέ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ .ƛǎƘƻǇ ƻŦ Jerusalem, but he does 
not specifically connect this figure with Simon the Zealot.  
 
The apocryphal Passion of Simon and Jude places Simon in Persia. 

Thaddaeus/Judas son of James 
Matthew and Mark refer to an apostle named Thaddaeus in their apostolic list.  Luke (in both lists) refers 
ǘƻ ŀ άWǳŘŀǎΣ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ WŀƳŜǎέΦ  DŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅΣ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΦ  {ƻƳŜ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ 
mention yet a third name ς Lebbaeus, as shown in this verse from the King James Version: 
 

(aŀǘ млΥо YW±ύ  άtƘƛƭƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ .ŀǊǘƘƻƭomew; Thomas, and Matthew the publican; James the son of Al-
phaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was ThaddaeusΧέ όŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ŀŘŘŜŘύ 

 
Thaddaeus/Judas possibly shows up in John, asking the following question: 
 
όWƻƘƴ мпΥнн bL±ύ  ά¢ƘŜƴ WǳŘŀǎ όƴƻǘ WǳŘŀǎ LǎŎŀǊƛƻǘύ ǎaid, "But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to 
us and not to the world?" 
(John 14:23 NIV)  Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΦέέ 

 

Some scholars identify Thaddaeus/Judas as the author of Jude, but most scholars view the author of 
Jude as being the brother of Jesus and James (the Just). 

Church Tradition 
Hippolytus records: 
 
άWǳŘŜΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ [ŜōōŀŜǳǎΣ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ 9ŘŜǎǎŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ all Mesopotamia, and fell as-
ƭŜŜǇ ŀǘ .ŜǊȅǘǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ 
 

Eusebius reports the contents of a Syriac manuscript that reports that Thaddaeus was sent by Thomas to 
Edessa, to heal and preach: 
 
ά!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΣ WǳŘŀǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ Ŏŀƭƭed Thomas, sent to him Thaddeus, an apostle, one 
of the Seventy. When he was come he lodged with Tobias, the son of Tobias. When the report of him got 
abroad, it was told Abgarus that an apostle of Jesus was come, as he had written him. Thaddeus began 
then in the power of God to heal every disease and infirmity...The same Thaddeus cured also many other 
inhabitants of the city, and did wonders and marvelƻǳǎ ǿƻǊƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ  ό.ƻƻƪ мΣ 
Chapter 13) 

Apocryphal 
The apocryphal Acts Of The Holy Apostle Thaddaeus - One Of The Twelve tells us that Thaddaeus was 
from the city of Edessa, and was a follower of John the Baptist: 
 
ά[EBBAEUS, who also is Thaddaeus, was of the city of Edessa τ and it is the metropolis of Osroene, in the 
interior of the Armenosyrians τ an Hebrew by race, accomplished and most learned in the divine writ-
ings. He came to Jerusalem to worship in the days of John the Baptist; and having heard his preaching and 
seen his angelic life, he was baptized, and his name was called Thaddaeus. And having seen the appearing 
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of Christ, and His teaching, and His wonderful works, he followed Him, and became His disciple; and He 
chose him as one of the twelve, the tenth apostle acŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǘǎ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƪΦέ 
 

In the Acts, the Governor of Edessa, Abgarus, contracts an incurable disease.  He sends a letter to Jesus 
(!), asking for help.  In the course of the reply, Jesus promises to send Thaddaeus to Edessa.  The passage 
is interesting, because it seems to foreshadow the Shroud of Turin: 

 
ά!ƴŘ !ƴŀƴƛŀǎ ώŀ ŎƻǳǊƛŜǊϐΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƎƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǊefully looking at Christ, but was unable 
to fix Him in his mind. And He knew as knowing the heart, and asked to wash Himself; and a towel was 
given Him; and when He had washed Himself, He wiped His face with it. And His image having been im-
printed upon the linen, He gave it to Ananias, saying: Give this, and take back this message, to him that 
sent thee: Peace to thee and thy city! For because of this I am come, to suffer for the world, and to rise 
again, and to raise up the forefathers. And after I have been taken up into the heavens I shall send thee 
my disciple Thaddaeus, who shall enlighten thee, and guide thee into all the truth, both thee and thy 
ŎƛǘȅΦέ 
 

Thaddaeus eventually baptizes Abgarus, and establishes churches in Edessa and throughout Syria.  Final-
ly, the Acts report that Thaddaeus died in Berytus in Phoencia: 
 
ά!ƴŘ ¢ƘŀŘŘŀŜǳǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ !ōƎŀǊǳǎ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ƛŘƻƭ-temples and built churches; ordained as bishop one of 
his disciples, and presbyters, and deacons, and gave them the rule of the psalmody and the holy liturgy. 
And having left them, he went to the city of Amis, great metropolis of the Mesechaldeans and Syrians, 
that is, of Mesopotamia-Syria, beside the river Tigris. 
  
Having therefore remained with them for five years, he built a church; and having appointed as bishop 
one of his disciples, and presbyters, and deacons, and prayed for them, he went away, going round the ci-
ties of Syria, and teaching, and healing all the sick; whence he brought many cities and countries to Christ 
through His teaching. Teaching, therefore, and evangelizing along with the disciples, and healing the sick, 
he went to Berytus, a city of Phoenicia by the sea; and there, having taught and enlightened many, he fell 
asleep on the twenty-first of the month of August. And the disciples having come together, buried him 
with great honor; and many sick were healed, and they gave glory to the Father, and the Son, and the Ho-
ly Spirit, for ever and ever. AmŜƴΦέ 
 

This Acts may have slightly more credibility than some others, as many of the story elements are quoted 
by Eusebius in his Church History (Abgarus writing to Jesus, Jesus writing back (!), Thaddaeus journeying 
to Edessa to heal, etc.) 

Thomas 
Thomas appears in all four New Testament lists of Apostles.  In the GosǇŜƭ ƻŦ WƻƘƴΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ 
ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ά¢ƘƻƳŀǎ όŎŀƭƭŜŘ 5ƛŘȅƳǳǎύέΦ  Didymus ƛǎ DǊŜŜƪ ŦƻǊ άǘǿƛƴέ ƻǊ άŘƻǳōƭŜέΦ  .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ¢Ƙo-
mas is linked with Matthew in the three apostolic lists in the Synoptic Gospels (see, for example, Matt 
10:3), some scholars have postulated that Thomas and Matthew were twin brothers. 
 
Thomas appears several times in interesting roles in the Gospel of John.  In the 11th chapter of John, 
Thomas makes the following curious statement when Jesus suggests that the disciples visit the dead La-
zarus: 
 
όWƻƘƴ ммΥмс bL±ύ  ά¢ƘŜƴ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ όŎŀƭƭŜŘ 5ƛŘȅƳǳǎύ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ Ψ[Ŝǘ ǳǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƎƻΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 
Ƴŀȅ ŘƛŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΦΩέ 
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Thomas also has the distinction of asking the question that prompts one of the most famous answers in 
the Bible: 

 
όWƻƘƴ мпΥр bL±ύ  ά¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ Ϧ[ƻǊŘΣ ǿŜ Řƻƴϥǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎΣ ǎƻ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ 
the way?" 
(John 14:6 NIV)  Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father ex-
ŎŜǇǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŜΦέέ 

 
However, Thomas is most famous for his doubting that Jesus had re-
ǎǳǊǊŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘΣ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻōǊƛǉǳŜǘ ά5ƻǳōǘƛƴƎ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎέΦ  
The incident is described in John 20:24-29, and quotes Thomas as say-
ƛƴƎ ά¦nless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where 
ǘƘŜ ƴŀƛƭǎ ǿŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǎƛŘŜΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘΦέ 
 
Finally, Thomas is present on the Sea of Galilea when Jesus causes a 
miraculous catch of fish, and prepares breakfast for the apostles on 
the beach. 

Church Tradition 
Hippolytus records that Thomas was an active missionary, and that he met his fate in India: 
 
ά!ƴŘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tŀǊǘƘƛŀƴǎΣ aŜŘŜǎΣ tŜǊǎƛŀƴǎΣ IȅǊŎŀƴƛŀƴǎΣ .ŀŎǘǊƛŀƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƎƛŀƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ 
thrust through in the four members of his body with a pine spear at Calamene, the city of India, and was 
ōǳǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ 
 

Eusebius in his Church History records that Thomas sent other disciples out on missionary journeys: 
 
ά¢ƘƻƳŀǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ƛƳǇǳƭǎe sent Thaddeus, who was also numbered 
ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴǘȅ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƻ 9ŘŜǎǎŀΣ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ  
(Book 1, Chapter 13) 
 

Eusebius records that Thomas preached in Parthia (near modern-day Tehran): 
  
άtŀǊǘƘƛŀΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭƻǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ ƭŀōƻǊΦΦΦέ ό.ƻƻƪ оΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ мύ 

Apocryphal 
In the Acts Of The Holy Apostle Thomas, a reluctant Thomas is assigned missionary duty in India: 
 
ά!T that time we the apostles were all in Jerusalem...and we portioned out the regions of the world, in 
order that each one of us might go into the region that fell to him, and to the nation to which the Lord 
sent him. By lot, then, India fell to Judas Thomas, also called Didymus. And he did not wish to go, saying 
that he was not able to go on account of the weakness of the flesh; and how can I, being an Hebrew man, 
go among the Indians to proclaim the truth? And while he was thus reasoning and speaking, the Savior 
appeared to him through the night, and said to him: Fear not, Thomas; go away to India, and proclaim the 
ǿƻǊŘΤ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜŜΦέ 
 

In the same apocryphal acts, Jesus appears as the brother of Thomas: 
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ά!ƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ WǳŘŀǎ Thomas, who 
shortly before had blessed them, and gone out from them; and he says to him: Didst thou not go out be-
fore them all? And how art thou found here? And the Lord said to him: I am not Judas, who also is Tho-
ƳŀǎΤ L ŀƳ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΦέ 
 
άΦΦΦL ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ thou art the twin-ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦΦΦέ 
 

{ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ 5ŀ ±ƛƴŎƛΩǎ Last Supper ς note the apostle on the 
far left who looks very much like Jesus. 
 
After an active career as a preacher and healer, Thomas is put to death by order of a King Misdeus, on 
the charge of heresy.  In this account, Thomas is executed by spear: 
 
ά!ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǇǊŀȅŜŘΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΥ /ƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜƴǘ ȅƻǳΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
four struck him at once, and killed him. And all the brethren wept, and wrapped him up in beautiful 
ǎƘŀǿƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƛƴŜƴ ŎƭƻǘƘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƛŘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƳō ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘΦέ 

 
Later, King Misdeus believes that the bones of the apostle may be able to heal his daughter, who is pos-
ǎŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŘŜƳƻƴΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƳō άƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƴŜǎ όŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜǘhren had 
ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘύΦέ 
 
Two Gospels have appeared in the name of Thomas.  One is an infancy Gospel, purporting to discuss the 
άƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŘƛŘ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ DƴƻǎǘƛŎ DƻǎǇŜƭΣ ǇǳǊǇƻǊt-
ƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ άǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎ ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀƴŘ 5ƛŘȅƳǳǎ WǳŘŀǎ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘΦέ  όaƛller, 
p. 305) 



 31 

Sources 
Title Author Publisher Date 

Holy Bible - New Inter-
national Version 

 Zondervan 
Publishing 
House 

1973 

Lives of the Saints Rev. Alban Butler Gallery Books 1990 

Oxford Companion to 
the Bible 

Bruce Metzger & 
Michael Coogan 

Oxford Uni-
versity Press 

1993 

The Ante-Nicene Fa-
thers Volume 5 

Edited by A. Roberts 
and J Donaldson 

Ages Soft-
ware 

1997 

The Ante-Nicene Fa-
thers Volume 8 

Edited by A. Roberts 
and J Donaldson 

Ages Soft-
ware 

1997 

The Ante-Nicene Fa-
thers Volume 1 

Edited by A. Roberts 
and J Donaldson 

Ages Soft-
ware 

1997 

The Complete Gospels Robert J. Miller, 
Editor 

Polebridge 1992 

The Nicene And Post-
Nicene Fathers Second 
Series, Vol. 1 

Philip Schaff, editor Ages Soft-
ware 

1996, 
1997 

²ƘƻΩǎ ²Ƙƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ Joan Conway & Ro-
nald Brownrigg 

Bonanza 
Books 

1972 

Thanks to Barbara Burch for her proofreading assistance. 



 32 

Notes 



 33 

About the Author 
 
Robert C. Jones grew up in the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania area.  He made his living as a 
hotel lounge band leader/musician from 1974-1981.  In 1981, he moved to the Atlanta, 
Georgia area, where he received a B.S. in Computer Science at DeVry Institute of Tech-
nology.  Since 1984, Robert has worked for Hewlett-Packard as a computer consultant. 
 
Robert is an ordained elder in the Presbyterian Church.  He has written and taught nu-
merous adult Sunday School courses (see front inside cover).  He has also been active in 
choir ministries over the years, and has taught the Disciples Bible Study five times. 
 
Robert is also President of the Kennesaw Historical Society, for whom he has written several booksΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ 
Law Heard 'Round the World - !ƴ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YŜƴƴŜǎŀǿ Dǳƴ [ŀǿ ŀƴŘ Lǘǎ 9ŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέΣ άwe-
tracing the Route of the General - Following in the FootǎǘŜǇǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƴŘǊŜǿǎ wŀƛŘέΣ ŀƴŘ άYŜƴƴŜǎŀǿ ό.ƛƎ {Ƙŀƴǘȅύ ƛƴ 
the 19

th
 /ŜƴǘǳǊȅέΦ  ! ƴŜǿ ōƻƻƪΣ άLƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΥ YŜƴƴŜǎŀǿέΣ ǿŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ !ǊŎŀŘƛŀ ƛƴ нллсΦ 

 
Robert has also written several books on ghost towns in the Southwest, including in Death Valley, Nevada, Arizona, 
New Mexico, and Mojave National Preserve. 
 
In 2005, Robert co-authored a business-oriented book entitled "Working Virtually: The Challenges of Virtual 
Teams".  His co-authors were Lise Pace and Rob Oyung. 
 
His interests include the Civil War, Medieval Monasteries, American railroads, ghost towns, hiking in Death Valley 
and the Mojave, and Biblical Archaeology. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

robertcjones@mindspring.com 
http://www.sundayschoolcourses.com/ 



 34 

¢ƘŜ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎȅέ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΥ 
 
Á ! .ǊƛŜŦ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊ 
Á A Brief History of Christian Baptism 
Á A Brief History of the Inquisition 
Á A Brief History of Protestantism in the United States 
Á A Brief History of Western Monasticism 
Á Angels: In the Bible, the Apocrypha & the Dead Sea Scrolls 
Á Apocrypha and Christianity, The 
Á Basic Christian Theology 
Á Crusades: A Brief History (1095-1291), The 
Á Dead Sea Scrolls and Christianity, The 
Á Evidence for the Gospel Accounts of Jesus Christ 
Á Heaven: In the Bible, the Apocrypha and the Dead Sea Scrolls 
Á Hell and the Devil: In the Bible, the Apocrypha and the Dead Sea Scrolls 
Á Heresies & Schisms in the Early Church 
Á Holy Spirit: In the Bible, the Apocrypha and the Dead Sea Scrolls, The 
Á Jewish Religious Parties at the Time of Christ Part One: Pharisees and Sadducees 
Á Jewish Religious Parties at the Time of Christ Part Two: The Essenes 
Á Joseph of Arimathea: Biblical & Legendary Sources 
Á Meet the Apostles - Biblical and Legendary Accounts: Part One ς The Twelve 
Á Meet the Apostles - Biblical and Legendary Accounts: Part Two ς After the Twelve 
Á Messiah ς In the Old Testament, the Apocrypha, and the Dead Sea Scrolls, The 
Á Origins of the Major Protestant Denominations in the United States 
Á Origins of the New Testament 
Á Revelation: Background & Commentary 
Á Search for the Pre-Incarnate Christ in the Old Testament, The 
Á Theological Roots of the Protestant Reformation: A Handbook 
Á Women as Leaders in the Church: From Miriam to Joan of Arc 
Á Worship and Cultural Patterns in the Early Church 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Front cover: Photo by Robert Jones 


