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churches have quality, Biblically-based adult-focused programs. Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to
downplay adult education, focusA y 3 2y OKAf RNBy Qa SRdzOI GA2Yy o6y2dG F o6FR (F

G§KS adzy OKdzZNOKSREé = 4 K S otfandithroladdy Gréoften gatpéselyligiored K dzZNO K K A &

Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the Bible and the basic tenets and history of the
Faith. Among the reasons:

91 Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the church ¢ adult Sunday School classes/Bible
studies may be their first serious introduction to what Christianity is all about

1 Christianity (and especially Evangelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular
culture (movies, music, etc.). We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith against at-
GFO1 62N (2 eINRYBASRS sdysin BPREXRIB:18)e R

9 Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history
of their Faith

To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and those just starting out in the
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Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church. The topics represented in these courses are
intendedtoboll K FdzZNIKSNJ 0KS LI NIAOALI yiQa ¢l f1 Ay (KSo-ClIAGKEZ
getics.

While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High School and Col-
lege projects, especially the courses focused primarily on historical aspects.

One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I come from a Reformed
Church background), but | hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughout the various courses.
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Introduction

All Christians are familiar with the fact that there were twelve original apostles. The names Peter, John,
WI YSaz a5 2 ded EA WaEhekdest e household words. However, many Christians would
be hard-pressed to name all twelve of the original apostles, impeded in part by the fact that at least two
apostles have different names in different New Testament books.

Also, many Christians would be hard-pressed to separate Church tradition and legend concerning the
apostles from what is actually contained in the New Testament. (Does the New Testament say that Pe-
ter was the first Pope? Does the New Testament actually even place Peter in Rome?)

This booklet will examine the original twelve apostles from three points of view (and descending levels
of authority):

1. The New Testament

2. Church Traditiong Represented herein primarily from two sources. The first is the Ecclesiastida
Historywritten by Church Father Eusebius around the time of the Council of Nicea in 325 A.D. Euse-
bius was the Bishop of Caesarea, YR A& o0Said (y26y F2N) KAa fAad
YR GLYLA2dzak! 0a dabbodks. A Seéond® @ @ANIOBS ila (G KS G KA NF
The Twelve Apostles-2 KSNBE 9F OK h¥ ¢KSY t NBIFIOKSRX ! yR 2 KSN
cribed to the Church Father Hippolytus (170-236 A.D.)
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3. Apocryphalca dzOK 2F GKS &/ KNRAGALY | ¢&RPONBLIK2E &KES YORED

tles. While these are considered to be of no authority, they do capture some legends about the
apostles that are still known today ¢ and they may capture at least some authentic second and third
century traditions about the apostles, such as where they preached.

Interestingly enough, Eusebius in his Church History records some early traditions about the apos-

iftSa GKFG Ffaz2 &aK2¢ dzJ Ay GKS FLR2ONBLKEE b! Ofat

about apocryphal Gospels), Eusebius states:

GX6S KI@gS FTStid O02YLISttSR (2 IAGS GKAA OFGlIt23dzS Ay 2|

[generally accepted works] and those that are cited by the heretics under the name of the apostles, in-
cluding, for instance, such books as the Gospels of Peter, of Thomas, of Matthias, or of any others besides
them, and the Acts of Andrew and John and the other apostles, which no one belonging to the succession
of ecclesiastical writers has deemed worthy of mention in his writings. And further, the character of the
style is at variance with apostolic usage, and both the thoughts and the purpose of the things that are re-
lated in them are so completely out of accord with true orthodoxy that they clearly show themselves to
be the fictions of heretics. Wherefore they are not to be placed even among the rejected writings, but are

all of them to be cast aside as absurd and imLJA 2 dz& ® ¢ 609dzaSoAdzazr . 221 oZX [/ KI LIS

Part two of this study (still to be written) will concentrate on apostles named in the New Testament out-
side of the Gospels, including Paul, James (the brother of Jesus), Barnabas, Matthias, Andronicus and
Junias.

Apostolic Quiz
1. The New Testament discusses the ministry of Peter in Rome T/F
While Peter took a leadership position in the Early Church, he was not the head of the church in Jerusalem T/F

2.
3. Paul was the first apostle to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles T/F
4. The New Testament describes the final fate of at least three of the apostles T/F



All four Gospels give lists of the twelve apostles T/F
GAYYSNI OANDEt S¢ 27
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According to the New Testament, none of the apostles were married T/F

5.
6. ¢KS
7
8

Judas Iscariot was the treasurer of the apostles T/F

9. Inthe New Testament, only Jesus could raise people from the dead T/F

10. Tradition holds that the Gospel of Matthew was written by Levi the Tax Collector
11. The majority of the apostles were Galilean fishermen T/F

12. On at least two occasions, Peter preaches to the Sanhedrin T/F
13. Peter and Paul never met T/F

New Testament Apostolic Lists

Andrew

Matt 10:2 Mark 3:16 Luke 6:14 Acts 1:13
Andrew Andrew Andrew Andrew
Bartholomew | Bartholomew | Bartholomew | Bartholomew
James son of James son of James son of James son of
Alphaeus Alphaeus Alphaeus Alphaeus
James son of James son of James James
Zebedee Zebedee
John John John John
Judas Iscariot | Judas Iscariot | Judas Iscariot
Matthew Matthew Matthew Matthew
Philip Philip Philip Philip
Simon (whois | Simon (to Simon (whom | Peter
called Peter) whom he gave | he named Pe-

the name Pe- | ter)
ter)
Simon the Simon the Simon who Simon the
Zealot Zealot was called the | Zealot
Zealot
Thaddaeus Thaddaeus Judas son of Judas son of
James James
Thomas Thomas Thomas Thomas

2F wSadza

Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was a Galilean fisherman. Originally from Bethsaida (John 1:44), at
the time of the ministry of Jesus, he lived with his brother in a house near the Synagogue in Capernaum
(Mark 1:29). Andrew was a follower of John the Baptist (John 1:35-40).

Matthew records that Jesus recruited Andrew and Peter while they were fishing in the Sea of Galilee
(Matt 4:18-20). In the account in the Gospel of John (1:35-42), Andrew encounters Jesus first, and then
rushes to tell his brother "We have found the Messiah".

Other appearances by Andrew in the New Testament include:

1 Andrew was present when Jesus healed the fevered mother-in-law of Peter, and when Jesus began
healing people from the house of Andrew and Peter in Capernaum (Mark 1:29-34).

1 Andrew was with Peter, James, and John on the Mount of Olives when Jesus gave his sermon on the
end times (Mark 13:3).
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(John 6:8-9)

1 Andrew is present with Jesus when a voice from heaven booms "I have glorified it, and will glorify it
again." (John 12:20-30)

Church Tradition
According to Hippolytus:

oAndrew preached to the Scythians [modern day Georgia] and Thracians [modern day Bulgaria], and was
crucified, suspended on an olive tree, at Patrae, a town of Achaia [Greece]; and there too he was buNAX S R ® £

l OO2NRAY3 (2 9dzaSoAdza 6.221 o3 [/ KFLISNI M0 ! yYRNBS

Apocryphal

The 3" century Acts And Martyrdom Of The Holy Apostle Anddeseribes the ministry and persecution
of Andrew at Patrae, on the northwest coast of Achaia (modern-day Greece). The Acts are purported to
KIFI @S 0SSy bahypredshyieG ghdd@ad2¢ a 2F GKS OKdzZNOKSa 2F ! OKF AL

G 2HAT we have all, both presbyters and deacons of the churches of Achaia, beheld with our eyes, we
have written to all the churches established in the name of Christ Jesus, both in the east and west, north
and south...This faith we have learned from the blessed Andrew, the apostle of our Lord Jesus Christ,
whose passion also we, having seen it set forth before our eyes, have not hesitated to give an account of,
acO2NRAYy3 (2 GKS RSINBS 2F FLoAaftAle 68 KI @Sodé

The Acts goes on to describe a debate between Andrew and the proconsul Aegeates, who wishes to
have the mysteries of Christ revealed to him without accepting Christ and being baptized. Eventually,
Aegeates has Andrew tortured and hung on a cross:

G!' YR KF@Ay3 (Kdza aLR{1Syz (GKS 0fSaaSR ! yYRNBgx aidlyRAY
cross, stripped himself and gave his clothes to the executioners, having urged the brethren that the ex-

ecutioners should come and do what had been commanded them; for they were standing at some dis-

tance. And they having come up, lifted him on the cross; and having stretched his body across with ropes,

they only bound his feet, but did not sever his joints, having received this order from the proconsul: for he

wished him to be in distress while hanging, and in the night-time, as he was suspended, to be eaten up

alive by dogs® €

The end of Andrew is described thusly:

Godd KS 6SO0FYS Ay GKS &aA3akKd 2% |ttt 3t R FyR SEdz GAy3
out of heaven shone down upon him, and so encircled him, that in consequence of such brightness mortal
eyes could not look upon him at all. And the dazzling light remained about the space of half an hour. And
when he had thus spoken and glorified the Lord still more, the light withdrew itself, and he gave up the
ghost, and along with the brightnessitselfhS RSLI NIISR (G2 GKS [2NR Ay 3IAGAYy3I 1A

In the somewhat more lurid Acts Of Andrew And Matthida The City Of The Mdfaters Andrew is car-
ried by angels to rescue Matthias, who has been imprisoned by cannibals. In one paragraph, Andrew is
depicted raising people from the dead, baptizing them, and building a church:



G¢KSy (GKS K2feé ! yRNBSG 2NRSNBR (2 06S oNRdAKG dzLd |
bring them; for there had died a great multitude both of men, and women, and children, and cattle. Then
Andrew prayed, and they all came to life. And after these things he drew a plan of a church, and he
caused the church to be built. And he baptized them, and gave them the ordinances of our Lord Jesus Chr-

ist, saying to them: Standby Gt KS&a S Ay 2NRSNJ GKF{d &2dz Y& 1y2¢é GKS

Bartholomew/Nathanael

While Bartholomew is mentioned in all four lists of apostles in the New Testament, he is not mentioned
Ay yed 20KSNJ O2yGSEGO® CEKYS AVEFSY S3 2Y K-S/ aY [ &8A YKLBE @S
This personal name may have been Nathanael, mentioned several times in the Gospel of John.

If Nathanael is equated with Bartholomew, we have at least a few characteristics about this enigmatic
apostle. In the first chapter of the Gospel of John (John 1:45-51), Philip goes to find Nathanael (the
names Philip and Bartholomew always follow each other inthe Syn2 LJGA O D2 A LISt f A
have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote--Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph." (NIV, John 1:45). Nathanael makes the famous reply "Nazareth! Can any-
thing good come from there?" (NIV, John 1:46).

Q¢
[ameN

Evidently, though, Nathanael has a good heart, as Jesus says about him "Here is a true Israelite, in whom
there is nothing false." (NIV, John 1:47). Nathanael has the distinction of being the first apostle to dec-
lare that Jesus was both the Son of God and the King of Israel. (NIV, John 1:49)

Nathanael is present at the third post-resurrection meeting of Jesus with the Apostles (John 21:1-14), by
the Sea of Galilee. The incident involves a miraculous catch of fish (John tells us 153), and a fish fry on
the beach involving Jesus and his disciples. In the passage, we are told that Nathanael is from Cana in
Galilee. We may infer that he is a fisherman by trade.

Church Tradition
According to Hippolytus, Bartholomew preached in India:

G. FNIK2f2YS6> F3IFAYZ LINBFOKSR (G2 (G4KS LYyRAlIyas (2
and was crucified with his head downward, and was buried in Allanum, a town of the great Armenia
[modern day southern Geor3 A | 8 d ¢

Eusebius, in his Church History, confirms the ministry of Bartholomew in India, and adds an eye witness
account:

G BOUT that time, Pantaenus, a man highly distinguished for his learning, had charge of the school of the
faithful in Alexandria... Pantaenus...is said to have gone to India. It is reported that among persons there
who knew of Christ, he found the Gospel according to Matthew, which had anticipated his own arrival.
For Bartholomew, one of the apostles, had preached to them, and left with them the writing of Matthew
Ay GKS 1 SoNBg fFy3ddzad 3ST gKAOK (GKSe& KFER LINBaSNBSR

Apocryphal

In the Martyrdom Of The Holy And Glorious Apostle BartholonBavtholomew preaches in India, and
becomes actively involved in casting out demons. One demon describes him as follows (perhaps not a
very reliable source!):

tt o¢

akalk2R
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his head, with a yellow beard, a few gray hairs, of middle height, and neither tall nor stunted, but mid-
dling, clothed with a white undercloak bordered with purple, and upon his shoulders a very white cloak;
and his clothes have been worn twenty-six years, but neither are they dirty, nor have they waxed old.
Seven times a day he bends the knee to the Lord, and seven times a night does he pray to God. His voice
is like the sonnet of a strong trumpet; there go along with him angels of God, who allow him neither to be
weary, nor to hunger, nor to thirst; his face, and his soul, and his heart are always glad and rejoicing; he
foresees everything, he knows and speaks every tongue of every natioy” ® ¢

In the course of a long sermon on the basic tenets of the Gospels to King Polymius, (whose daughter was
exorcised of a demon by Bartholomew), the Apostle gives this brief description of his calling:

G!' YR ¢6KSyYy (GKS [ 2NR KI R ,dexentjHizSpbsBeRintdiak he wiortd NfatyHd @ { | G I y 8
might redeem His people from the deception of the devil; and one of these | am, an apostle of ChrA & G ® €

After King Polymius converts to Christianity, his brother King Astreges is enraged, and orders Bartholo-
mew beheaded:

G¢KSYy (GKS {Ay3Ioddd2NRSNBR (KS K2té |LladtsS . I NIKz2t2YS
thus scourged, to be beheaded.

And innumerable multitudes came from all the cities, to the number of twelve thousand, who had be-
lieved in him along with the king; and they took up the remains of the apostle with singing of praise and
with all glory, and they laid them in the royal tomb, and glorified God. And the king Astreges having heard
of this, ordered him to be thrown into thesea;and KA & NBYlF Aya 6SNBE OF NNASR Ayid2 {rF

King Astreges soon dies a horrible death, and his brother Polymius becomes bishop, and rules for 20
years.

Other Legends

Other legends say that Bartholomew was flayed alive in Armenia. His remains are said to be, variously,
in Rome and in Canterbury Cathedral in England.

James, Son of Alphaeus

We have almost no canonical information about James, Son of Alphaeus, other than that he appears on
all four New Testament apostolic lists. Mark 2:14 identifies that Levi/Matthew the tax collector also had
a father named Alphaeus, so the two may have been brothers or half brothers.

{2YS a0K2flFNBR KIFI@S ftAYy1{SR (GKS awlkySa GKS @&2dzy3ISNE
identification is true, then James had a mother named Mary that was present at the crucifixion, and a
brother named Joses.

Church Tradition
Hippolytus identifies that James was stoned to death in Jerusalem:

G!' YR WIHYSa GKS a2y 2F ! fLKI Sdzaz destiShythdlMSandvasi y 3 Ay WS
buried there beside the temLJt S @ ¢
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James, Son of Zebedee

James, son of Zebedee and brother of John is mentioned in all four New Testament apostolic lists. The
calling of James (and his brother) is recorded in Matthew:

6ald nYHmM bL=zO GD2Ay3 2y FNRY GKSNB:I KS alg G2 20K
John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them,
(Mat4:22NIV) ay R AYYSRAI GSft& GKSe& tSTd GKS o02ld FyYyR GKSAN FI

Thus, we know that James was a fisherman, and that he worked with his father. In Luke 5:10, James and

W2KyYy N8B ARSYGAFTASR Ia t SGSNDA& LI sNdatyhse Miededifam- G KS T A
ily had hired men in the fishing business, perhaps indicating that James and his brother came from a

successful family business. Mathew 27:55-56 identifies that the mother of James and John was a follow-

er of Jesus, and was present at his crucifixion.

James and his brother (along with Peter) are traditionally identif A SR & 6 SAy3a LI NI 2F
the apostles of Jesus, because they were present at several key events that the other apostles were not.
These events included:

The transfiguration Matt 17:1, Mark 9:2,
Luke 9:29

The raising of the daughter of Jairus from the | Mark 5:35-43, Luke

dead 8:49-56

Present at the mini-apocalypse, delivered by | Mark 13:3
Jesus on the Mount of Olives
With Jesus during his agony in the Garden of | Mark 14:32-42, Matt
Gethsemane 26:36-46

During the description of the raising of the daughter of Jairus from the dead, the existence of inner circle
is clearly outlined:

6al N}l pYoT bL=z%z0 Gl1'S owWSadza 8 R laResai@lihn thebidthdrof @ 2y S T2
WF YSadé
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The inner circle is also present at a miraculous catch of fish on the Sea of Galilee (Luke 5:1-11). The
brothers were also present when the resurrected Jesus fried fish for some of the apostles on the shores
of the Sea of Galilee, as described in John 21.

alN] oYmMT ARSYUGAFASA GKFG WHYSE YR KA&A ONRUOKSNI K
to their temper or their impetuousness. This temper is exhibited in Luke 9:51-56 when James and John
are affronted because a Samaritan village is not interested in hearing Jesus preach:

(d2l 8 dYpn bL+0 a2KSy GKS RAGKEALIIIGyouMary B cal Yy R W2 Ky
fire down fromheaventoded i1 N2 & (G KSYKbhé

Their impetuousness is demonstrated in Mark 10:35-n m> g KSy WI YS& | yR W2Ky | aj
AA0 G @2dzNJ NAIKG FYyR GKS 20KSNJ G 22dzNJ €t STlG Ay ¢
presumptuousness (Mark 10:41).

PostPentecostal

James holds the distinction of being the only apostle in the New Testament that has his martyrdom rec-
orded in the Scriptures:

6! 0Gda MHYM bL=*0 aLd ol a Fo2dzi GKA& GAYS GkKFEG YAy3 |
tending to persecute them.
(Acts 12:2 NIV) He had James, thebroli K SNJ 2 F W2 Ky > LJdzi (2 RSFGK gA0GK GKS 3

Paul, in his letter to the Galatians, reports that James supported his ministry to the Gentiles:

ODIFf HYd bL%O GWFYS&as tSGOSNI YR W2Kys (K2a$S NBLMzi SR
fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles,
FyR GKS& G2 GKS WSgaode
¢tKA&a v2dzZ R GSYR (2 AYyRAOIFGS GKIFG W Y SPanteddskalS & LIA £ f
church.

Church Tradition
According to Hippolytus:

ONRGKSNE 6KSy LINBIOKAY3I Ay WIRSEHS 61 a Odz

a at2ySR (2 RS (tededaddthé litdherof | yR | T4 S
FRSRPdPE 6. 221 o0oX / KIFLIWGSNI po

Eusebius also records another tradition regarding the death of James:
G!'yR O2yOSNYyAy3a GKAa WHYSaszs /fSYSyidsx Ay GKS aS@gSyik
worthy of mention; telling it as he received it from those who had lived before him. He says that the one

who led James to the judgment-seat, when he saw him bearing his testimony, was moved, and confessed
that he was himself also a Christian. They were both therefore, he says, led away together; and on the

11
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Other Legends

Medieval tradition associates James with a ministry in Spain. Other Medieval legends claim that his re-
mains were brought to Santiago de Compostela in northwest Spain. His head is also said to rest in a 12™
century Armenian Church in Jerusalem.

John

John, brother of James and son of Zebedee, is named in all four New Testament apostolic lists. Much of

what has already been said about his brother James is also true for John, which is summarized here:

9 John was a Galilean fisherman who worked with his father and brother. He was called by Jesus with
KA&d ONRGKSNI WIEHYSao dal GGKSd NYHMKHHOD® LYy [dzl S
partners in the fishing business.

f As noted before, John and his brother are traditionally identif A SR & 0 SAYy NI IOANDt 5%
of the apostles of Jesus, because they were present at several key events that the other apostles
were not. These events included:

The transfiguration Matt 17:1, Mark 9:2,
Luke 9:29

The raising of the daughter of Jairus from the | Mark 5:35-43, Luke

dead 8:49-56

Present at the mini-apocalypse, delivered by | Mark 13:3
Jesus on the Mount of Olives
With Jesus during his agony in the Garden of | Mark 14:32-42, Matt
Gethsemane 26:36-46

Also, John and his brother were present when Jesus healed the fever-ridden mother-in-law of Peter
(Mark 1:29-31), and when when Jesus causes a miraculous catch of fish on the Sea of Galilee (Luke
5:1-11).
1 In Mark 10, John and James incur the displeasure of the other apostles when they ask Jesus, "Let
one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory." (Mark 10:35-39)
1 Mathew 27:55-56 identifies that the mother of John and James was a follower of Jesus, and was
present at his crucifixion
f  Mark 3:17 identifies that James and his brother had the nicky  Y§ 2 ¢ad 2F ¢ Kdzy RSNE X
apply to their temper (see Luke 9:51-56)

John is also mentioned several times apart from his brother in the Gospels:

' John is mildly rebuked by Jesus inLuke 9:49-p n I FGSNJ W2 Ky O2YLJX I Ay¥a | 02 dzi

mons in your name"
1 InLuke 22:7-13, John (along with Peter) is given the important task of preparing the logistics for the
Last Supper

John is not mentioned by name in the Gospel of John. Church tradition (more on this later) identifies
W2KYy 6AGK (KB dZARE205RES GKKIHG AW YSYidA2ySR FTAQS UAY

| During the Last Supper, this disciple is asked | John 13:23-26 |

12



by Peter who is going to betray Jesus
The disciple is given the responsibility of tak- | John 19:26-27
ing care of Mary, Mother of Jesus
With Peter, the disciple is told by Mary Mag- | John 20:1-9
dalene that the tomb is empty
The disciple is the first one to identify Jesus at | John 21:1-14
the miraculous catch of fish after the resur-
rection

Jesus seems to indicate that this disciple will | John 21:20-24
outlive Peter

PostPentecostal

In Acts, John is depicted as a close associate of Peter, and is involved in the early preaching and healing
activities:

Healing a cripple Acts 3:1-10
Peter and John are jailed by the Sanhedrin, Acts 4:1-22
and released after being admonished to no
longer teach about Jesus

Peter and John preach in Samaria, baptizing Acts 8:14-17
through the laying on of hands

[ A1S KAa ONBGOKSNI WFHYSasxs W2KYy A& NBFSNNBRhathe | a |
supported the Pauline ministry to the Gentiles.

Church Tradition

There are many strong church traditions regarding John. As early as ¢. 180 A.D., Irenaeus (Bishop of
Lyons from 177-202 A.D.) says that John was the author of the Gospel of John:
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Eusebius discusses the reason that John wrote his Gospel:

"Matthew and John have left us written memorials, and they, tradition says, were led to write only under
the pressure of necessity...And when Mark and Luke had already published their Gospels, they say that
John, who had employed all his time in proclaiming the Gospel orally, finally proceeded to write for the
following reason. The three Gospels already mentioned having come into the hands of all and into his own
too, they say that he accepted them and bore witness to their truthfulness; but that there was lacking in
them an account of the deeds done by Christ at the beginning of his ministry." (Book 3, Chapter 24)

By tradition, John was also the author of three canonical letters, and the Apocalypse. Eusebius was
pretty sure about John |, less sure about John Il, Ill, and Revelation:

"But of the writings of John, not only his Gospel, but also the former of his epistles, has been accepted
without dispute both now and in ancient times. But the other two are disputed. In regard to the Apoca-
lypse, the opinions of most men are still divided. But at the proper time this question likewise shall be de-
cided from the testimony of the ancients." (Book 3, Chapter 24)
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However, all three epistles, and the Apocalypse, were firmly entrenched in the New Testament canon by
367 A.D., and have remained there ever since.

According to Hippolytus, John was banished by Domitian to the
Isle of Patmos, and later died in Ephesus:

aW2KyYyZ 3AFLAYyZ Ay ' aiAlzZ gla o
of Patmos, in which also he wrote his Gospel and saw the apocalyp-
GAO GAaA2YT FYR AY ¢N}2lyQa
NEYIFAYyad ¢gSNB az2daAKd F2NE 6 dzi

The traditions connecting John with Ephesus and Patmos are well
established. Eusebius records:

G oEXON 2 W2KYX gK2X FFGSNIKS KIFIR fABSR a2YS GAYS (K
a1lis said that in this persecution [Domitian] the apostle and evangelist John, who was still alive, was con-

demned to dwell on the island of Patmos in consequence 2 ¥ KA a GSadAayvyzye G2 GKS
Chapter 17)

puf
>

Eusebius also records that John outlived Domitian:

@ T that time the apostle and evangelist John, the one whom Jesus loved, was still living in Asia, and go-

verning the churches of that region, having returned after the death of Domitian from his exile on the isl-

FYR®PPD OLNBYIl Sdzae Ay (GKS aSO2yR 06221 2F KAa 62N !
that associated with John the disciple of the Lord in Asia bear witness that John delivered it to them. For

KS NBYFAYSR IY2y3 GKSY dzyidAf GKS GAYS 2F ¢NrXalyoQé

The emperor Domitian began his rule in 81 A.D., and died in 96 A.D. This would mean that John would
have been in his 80s or 90s when he died.

{do wma@rym Patms ¢ Photo y Jan & Te Luer ¢ Scanned by Garfield Cousins
Eusebius also records the words of Clement of Alexandria regarding the preaching and establishment of
churches in Asia by John:

GC2NJ g KSyYy > | FGSNJ GKS framahd.dsle/ofiP@ténos ® Bphefuf e wéaSaway dpéndzNy S R

their invitation to the neighboring territories of the Gentiles, to appoint bishops in some places, in other

places to set in order whole churches, elsewhere to choose to the ministry some one of those that were

L2AYGSR 2dzi o0& GKS {LANAGODODE 0.221 0oX [/ KIFLIISNI HoV
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Eusebius also records a tradition regarding the death of John:

G¢KS GAYSI 2F W2KyQad RSIFHGK KiFra Ffaz2 o0SSy 3IAGBSYy Ay |
epistle of Polycrates (who was bishop of the parish of Ephesus), addressed to Victor, bishop of Rome. In

this epistle he mentions him together with the apostle Philip and his daughters in the following words:

GC2NJ Ay ! aial I|faz2 3INBIG A JdnbhmtheRast @ at thd confingofthd at SSLIZ & |
Lord, when he shall come with glory from heaven and shall seek out all the saints. Among these

are...John, who was both a witness and a teacher, who reclined upon the bosom of the Lord, and being a

priestworethea | OSNR2GFf LI F3iSed 1S Fftaz &atSSLA i 9LIKSadzadE

Finally, Eusebius records a tradition from Appollonius that John raised a man from the dead:

G1'S o' LRft2yAdza8dPONBSEFGSa GKIG F RSFR YFy KIFRIZ (KNP
9 LIK S &Rimk & £hapter 19)

Apocryphal

In the Acts Of The Holy Apostle And Evangéb$in The Theologiaiohn is seized on order of Domitian
and brought before him. John drinks poison to prove that Jesus and the Holy Spirit protect him. Then a
condemned prisoner is made to drink the poison to prove that it is lethal. The prisoner dies, and John
promptly raises him from the dead. John is eventually banished to Patmos:

G52YAGALIYZ FatG2yAaKSR i |ff ppedingioehimfRENEE aSyd KAY | g

And straightway John sailed to Patmos, where also he was deemed worthy to see the revelation of the
end. And when Domitian was dead, Nerva succeeded to the kingdom, and recalled all who had been ba-
nished; and having kept the kingdom for a year, he made Trajan his successor in the kingdom. And when
he was king over the Romans, John went to Ephesus, and regulated all the teaching of the church, holding
many conferences, and reminding them of what the Lord had said to them, and what duty he had as-
sAdySR (i2 SIOK® !'yR ¢gKSy KS 4la 2tfR IyR OKIy3ISR:I KS 2

In this account, there is some doubt cast as to whether John really died:

G!'yR FILTAYy3a (261 NRa KSI @Sy s nicdlaltdgetBeNbie Stdodard sddadR T YR K|
us, Peace and grace be with you, brethren! and sent the brethren away. And when they went on the mor-

row they did not find him, but his sandals, and a fountain welling up. And after that they remembered

what had been said to Peter by the Lord about him: For what does it concern thee if | should wish him to

remain until | come? And they glorified God for the miracle that had happened. And having thus believed,

they retired praising and blessing the benignant God; because to Him is due glory now and ever, and to

F3Sa 2F 3S&ad ! YSydé

Judas Iscariot

Judas Iscariot is the most reviled figure in the New Testament - Jesus actually refers to him as a devil in
John 6:70-71. He betrayed Jesus to the Sanhedrin for 30 pieces of silver.

Judaswk- & GKS a2y 2F {AY2Yy L aG@GNINA®RI & WIS MIYNBIOSR  daEL 2
|.

a lFaal @
YIYyé O6ADPSd GKIFG WdzRIFa g1l & wBSEFE2G0X 2NJ aYyly 27
then Judas was the only non-Galilean among the twelve ¢ an outsider from the beginning.
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Judas is mentioned in the three Synoptic Gospel lists of the apostles. He is, of course, omitted from the

list in Acts.

The betrayal

The betrayal by Judas is mentioned starkly in Matthew:

6al i HcYwmn

b Lthe Bwelveétite irfe galle@)ydl& Iscaribt--went to the chief priests

(Mat 26:15 NIV) and asked, "What are you willing to give me if | hand him over to you?" So they counted

out for him thirty silver coins.

(Mat 26:16 NIV) From then on Judas watched for I Yy 2 LJLJ2 NI dzy A (i &

G2

KFYyR KAY 2 @SN

Luke 22:3 records that Satan entered Judas before he made his deal with the chief priests.

The Last Supper the traitor identified

In Matthew 26:20-25, Jesus discusses the fact that he will be betrayed by one of the twel@ S >

(et

YR GKI

would be better for him if he had not been born." When Judas asks "Surely not I, Rabbi?" Jesus ans-
Aa

6SNBRS b, Sasz Al

e 2dzpé

John 13:27 identifies that Satan entered into Judas at the Last Supper.

The role of Judas in the capture of dss

The actual capture of Jesus is variously described in the Gospels:

& WdzR | &
KAY®E

A ART WDNXBS

Matthew 26:46-50

G2 AGK K

FyYR Of dzo a ¢

AY 6Fa | ONR¢

Mark 14:43-46

a WdzR I & %
with akisa K €

NS &2dz 0Sil

Luke 22:47-48

gAOK (K
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John 18:1-5

Character of Judas

The Gospel of John is especially harsh in its characterization of Judas. In the following passage (which

also tells us that Judas was the treasurer of the apostles), Judas is referred to as a thief:
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Death of Judas

The New Testament offers two versions (not necessarily contradictory) of the death of Judas. Matthew
27:5 records that Judas committed suicide by hanging. Acts gives a somewhat more graphic description
of the death of Judas:

6! 0iia mYmMy bL=z%0O Go2A0K GKS NBgFNR KS 3F20 F2NI KAA& 6A
his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out.

(Acts 1:19 NIV) Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called that field in their language Akel-

RFEYIFY GKIG Aazxz CAStEtR 2F . f22R®0E

Judas and predestination

The life and death of Judas Iscariot is often used as an example of predestination. Both Jesus (John
13:18) and Peter (Acts 1:15-20) speak of the traitorous actions of Judas as being in fulfillment of the
Scriptures (Psalms 41:9), and Peter says that his end was also foretold by the prophets (Psalms 69:25,
109:8).

Matthew/Levi

Matthew appears in all four apostolic lists in the New Testament. Mark and Luke also
NEFSNI 02 KAY a a[SOAe¢d al Nyl HYwmMn AF
so Matthew may have been related to James, son of Alphaeus (brother or half-
brother).

Matthew was a tax collector (Matt 9:9) ¢ a singularly unpopular occupation in 1* cen-
tury Palestine! All three synoptic Gospels report that Jesus attended a dinner at the
house of Matthew. The version in Luke 5:27-32 identifies that the dinner was held in
honor of Jesus by Matthewca ¢ KSy [ SOA KS{ Reidldza3a NKil K A

[dzl & pYHy (8tfa da Glowidsus] SOA af §Fa S\

Church Tradition

While the Gospel of Matthew bears no author attribution in the text, very early
church tradition identifies the Gospel with Matthew. Bishop Papias of Hierapolis, as
early asc. 110 A.D., stated:

dal GKSg Lizi G23SGKSNI GKS 2NI Of Sa &2 hterfiréef thgm2 NR8 Ay
as best he could." (Eusebius, Book 3, Chapter 39)

According to Hippolytus:
G!' YR al GGKSg gNRGS GKS D2aLISt Ay GKS | SoNBg (2y3dzsSs

| ASNBSas | (G2¢6y 27F wémdiyRehrinfpé @t F NIKAF Aa ySkN Y2
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Apocryphal
Ly GKS | L322 ONE LIKR2tY 6h!FO ({ai ¢ yaR (alil KNSigpphatikgdn the foith afat Sé¢ = W
OKAf RO &Sy RMyrna theltily Kf3hé maid-8 | & S NB& ¢ ding out deriioBsNibnCthe avife,

son, and daughter-in-law of the King Fulvanus, the king becomes jealous because they want to spend all

of their time with Matthew. The King several times tries to burn Matthew to death, but Matthew is pro-

G§SOGSR o6& WSadzao Ly G4AYSZ GKS FANB dzAaSR (2 GNe
Matthew eventually dies, and ascends to heaven:

GoddgS £t al g al GGKSS NRAEAAY - FNRY (fF
to heaven, led by the hand by a beautiful boy; and twelve men in shin-
ing garments came to meet him, having never-fading and golden
crowns on their head; and we saw how that child crowned Matthew,
so as to be like them, and in a flash of lightning they went away to hea-
BSY ®¢

Eventually the king converts to Christianity, and becomes Bishop of
his land. The Acts end with the following:

G!'yR {FAYy(d al GidKS i thF doyhtkydoKtBeRnanK J _
eaters, in the city of Myrna, on the sixteenth of the month of November, our Lord Jesus Chrlst reigning, to
gK2Y 0SS 3Ft2NR YR &A0GNBy3IldKI y26 FyR SOHSNE |yR (2 I 38z

Other traditions record his martyrdom in Ethiopia and in Persia.

An apocryphal Gospel is also attributed to Matthew, thatpurLJ2 NIl a (2 GSftf | o2dzi (GKS
Mary, and the nativityandinf I y O& 2 F 2dz2NJ [ 2NR WS&ddza / KNARAalé o

Peter

Simon Peter, along with his brother Andrew, was a Galilean fisherman. According to Luke 5:3, he owned
a boat. Peter and his brother were originally from the town of Bethsaida (John 1:44), but were living in
Capernaum at the time of the ministry of Jesus. It appears that Jesus sometimes used the house of Si-
mon and Andrew as a base of operations in Capernaum (Mark 1:32-34, Luke 4:40-43).

Simon Peter is mentioned in all four apostolic lists in the New Testament. John 1:42 identifies that Jesus
3PS {AY2YyeldKKSa éys VNI&/SGSNI 66 KAOK YSIFya aNRBOl£€0®

Peter was the son of Jonah (Matt 16:17). He was married - 1 Cor 9:5 records that Peter took his wife on
a2YS 2F KAAa YAAaaaz2yl Ndlaw@® dehdd Bydeiudof a faved (MEINI2E31,Y 2 (1 K S NJ
Luke 4:38-39).

Calling of Peter

According to the account in Matthew, Andrew and Peter were the first apostles selected by Jesus who
G6Stta GKSY Ay ald nYMmMd &/ 2YST F2ftt2¢6 YS-17) yhR L G A f
Luke 5:1-11, the calling of Peter is associated with a miraculous catch of fish, which causes a frightened
t SGSNJ (G2 ale abD2 lFgle& FNRY YSI [2NRT L Y | &AAYyTadz
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A somewhat different account in John 1:41-42, depicts that Simon is brought to Jesus by his brother
Andrew. John 1 also indicates that Peter may have been a follower of John the Baptist (John 1:35-40).

Peter is given an especially important role in the Gospel of Matthew when he is the first one of the apos-
tles to proclaim that Jesus is the messiah and the Son of God:

6ald mMcYmp bLz%z0O Gb. dzi & Klodsayllam2'dzi &2dzKh KS a1 SR® b2k
(Mat 16:16 NIV) Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."

(Mat 16:17 NIV) Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by

man, but by my Fatherinhea@ Sy @ ¢

¢ KS aAQTySENI OA NJ

t SGSNI 61 & LINL 2F (GKS GAYyySNI OANDESE 2F GKS LkRa
They were involved insevert £ 1 Se& S@Syida (KIFIG GKS 20KSNJ FLRadf Sa

The transfiguration Matt 17:1, Mark 9:2,
Luke 9:29

The raising of the daughter of Jairus from the | Mark 5:35-43, Luke

dead 8:49-56

Present at the mini-apocalypse, delivered by | Mark 13:3
Jesus on the Mount of Olives
With Jesus during his agony in the Garden of | Mark 14:32-42, Matt
Gethsemane 26:36-46

Along with John, Peter is asked by Jesus to Luke 22:8-13

make preparations for the Last Supper

Character and characteristics

t SGSNI Aa SalLISOAlffe SyRSI N yrbatelprctichlisy wherSdardigNtBeY | y € = F
transfiguration, he seems more focused on building some sort of condominiums for Jesus, Moses, and

Elijah, than on the significance of the two prophets appearing with Jesus:

6[dAlS dYoo bL%0D a'a GKS YSy 6SNB fSI@Ay3a WSadaszx tSi
Let us put up three shelters--one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he
gl a alreArayaodoeé

Peter is often depicted as having dialogues with the Savior. In these dialogues, Peter is portrayed va-
riously as being impetuous, practical, inquiring, enthusiastic, and sometimes even a little slow. On sev-
eral occasions, Jesus rebukes him.

The Temple Tax Matt 17:24-27
"I tell you, not seven times, but seventy- Matt 18:21-22
aSOSy GGAYSaowé
G¢KS FAI GNBS &2dz OqMark11:20-25

"Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the John 6:67-70
g2NRa 2F SUSNYyLFf AT
"Are you still so dull?" Matthew 15:15-16

Peter asked, "Lord, are you telling this para- Luke 12:35-48
ble to us, or to everyone?"
"No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my John 13:6-9
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feet."
As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, "It is John 21:7
the Lord," he wrapped his outer garment
around him (for he had taken it off) and
jumped into the water.

Ghdzi 2F Y& aAr3aKax { If Matthew 16:21-23,
Mark 8:32-33

G, 2dz RAR y20 DAmgfeet Y Luke 7:40-47
odzi akKS ¢gSiG vye FSSi
"Put your sword away! Shall | not drink the John 18:10-11
cup the Father has given me?"

Prior to Pentecost, Peter is portrayed as a man that wants to have faith, but cannot always maintain it.

Matthew 14:25-33 is an example, with Peter believing he can walk on water, but then losing faith be-

cause of the strong wind. In Matthew 26:33-35, after Jesus has announced that he will be betrayed, Pe-

GSNJ Ot F AYAa da9@Sy AT ullbeberwilll" fefus khowstbétter xhpugh, addépls/ & 2 F @&
GPPPOSTF2NB (KS NR2aGSNI ONRgas &2 dz3lgiké R33RA.DRGY YS
course, Peter goes on to disown the Lord three times (once given away by his Galilean accent) (Matt

26:69-75; see also Mark 14:66-72, Luke 22:54-62, John 18:15-27)

Postresurrection

Peter appears in several key scenes after the resurrection. In Mark 16:1-8, Mary Magdalene, Mary the

mother of James, and Salome are told by a young man dressed inwK A 0 S (i 2 sOAUILE (Sfa K AyaR RAS (
that Jesus will see them in Galilee. Some people interpret this to mean that, after disowning Christ

three times, Peter is temporarily not considered to be one of the Apostles. In John 21:15-17, Peter is

prompted by Jesus to tell him that he loves him three times.

In Luke 24:12 and John 20:1-9, Peter is depicted as viewing the empty tomb. A mysterious reference in
Luke 24:34 and 1 Cor 15:5 identifies that Peter was the first apostle to whom the risen Lord appeared.
However, there is no other New Testament record of this event.

Along with several other apostles, Simon is present at the miraculous post-resurrection fish catch/fry,
depicted in John 21:1-14.

Death of Peter prefigured

Later Church tradition (see section below) says that Peter met his death by crucifixion under Nero. An
eerie set of passages at the end of the Gospel of John seems to prefigure his death (John lived long after
Peter, and very likely would have known the details of his death):
(ohn13o0c bL=*0 G{AY2y tSGSNI I Aa1SR KAYZI b[2NRI 6KSNB | NE
you cannot follow now, but you will follow later."
(John 21:18 NIV) I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you
wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead
you where you do not want to go."
(John 21:19 NIV) Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he
said to him, "Follog Y SHb ¢
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Postascension

After the ascension of Christ, Peter immediately assumes a leadership role - it is Peter that drives the
selection of a replacement apostle for Judas, in Acts 1:15-26. This leadership role is seemingly prefigured
by Christ in Luke 22:32:

6[d2l S HHYOH bL=zO G.dzi L KIF@S LN} &@8SR T2NJ é2dzz {AY2Y,
turned back, strengthen your brothS NB& @ ¢
PostPentecostal
After Pentecost, Peter, the simple Galilean fisherman, is transformed into a great preacher, healer, and
fearless advocate for Jesus Christ. In fact, Peter is accorded the honor of being the first person to preach
a sermon in the new church ¢ a sermon that garners 3,000 new converts! (Acts 2:14-n m 0 @ t B4dSNDa
ties in the Primitive Church are summarized below:
9 InActs 3, Peter heals a cripple near the Temple in Jerusalem, and again preaches a sermon at Solo-
mon's Colonnade, which gathers at least 2,000 more converts (Acts 4:4)
9 Peter and John are put in prison by the Sanhedrin (Acts 4:1-22). Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit,
uses the occasion to preach the Gospel of Christ to the rulers of the Sanhedrin. One of the most im-
portant verses in all of Acts begins to explain why people gave credence to the early Christians:
0! Olia n Y m o thdy daw the courdge & Beter and John and realized that they were unschooled,
ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jea dza @ ¢
M In Acts 5:1-11, Peter is the focus of the event which leads to the death of a husband and wife who
lied about a contribution to the young church
9 InActs 5:15-16, people bring their sick to be healed by Peter and the other apostles
1 In Acts 5:25-42, the apostles are arrested and brought before the Sanhedrin. Peter, the simple fi-
sherman, once again uses the opportunity to lecture the learned Sanhedrin. After being flogged, the
apostles are freed.
1 InActs 8:14-25, Peter and John are sent to Samaria to baptize by the laying on of hands. Peter then
has a run-in with Simon Magus (Simon the Magician). Later church and apocryphal traditions indi-
cate that the two will meet again in the future.
9 InActs 9:32-43, Peter raises a woman named Tabitha from the dead
9 In Acts 10, Peter receives a vision, convincing him that the message of Christ is for Gentiles, too. In
Acts 10:44-48, the ministry to the Gentiles blossoms.
1 InActs 11:1-18, Peter successfully defends the baptizing of Gentiles to the Jewish Christians in Jeru-
salem
1 In Acts 12:1-9, Peter is arrested by King Herod Agrippa |, grandson of the Herod the Great, and
GKNRGY AYy LINRaA2y O Ly Fy3st NBEaoOdzSa t SGSNE LIS NK
D2R T2NJ KAY®¢
1 In Acts 15:5-12, Peter plays a key role in convincing the Council of Jerusalem that Gentile converts
should be allowed into the young church without restriction-d¢2 S 6 St AS@S A G0 A& (KNP
our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are."
1 Peter may have preached in Corinth (1 Cor 1:12)
Relationship of Peter with Paul
The New Testament records that Peter and Paul, the two greatest apostles of the Early Church, did have
some interaction with each other. Galatians 1:18, for example, records that Paul stayed with Peter in
WSNYzA £ SY F2NJ I LISNA2R 2F mMp RlIe&ao t S Sctauna dzLJLJ2 NJi
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cil in Acts 15. This is further supported in Galatians 2.7-mn > ¢ KSy t SGSNJ 6 G LA | NE
Fy aaFLRadtsS G2 GKS WSigtgtotheGenfiled. a dzLJILI2 NI Ay 3 t |k dz Qa Y

There were some disagreements between the two. In Galatians, 2:11-14 Paul describes an argument
that he had with Peter in Antioch. In 2 Peter 3:15-mc X t SGSNJ RSaONARoSa GKFG t I
dzy RSNRA UGl YRéEZT odzi | AONRO6SE (2 P&y GKS &l YS | dzii K2 N

OH tSG oYmp bL=*0 Lords patiehctltheAnysalvetion/jist asiokiridaar bidtteNdaul also

wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him.

(2 Pet 3:16 NIV) He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters

contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do

GKS 2GKSNJ { ONRALIidzNBazr G2 GKSANI 26y RS&GNHZOGAZ2Y Dé

Keys to the Kingdom

The most controversial passages (in modern terms) in the New Testament regarding
Peter are those describing Peterasi KS G NB O1 ¢ dzZLl2y 6 KA OK
FYR FdaA3dyAyd KAY GKS a1Sea G2 @énws ‘17\

6ald mMcYmMy bLz%0O G!'yR L GSft @&2dz GKIQ
and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.

(Mat 16:19 NIV) | will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

These verses have been traditionally interpreted by the Roman Catholic Church as indi-
cating that the Christian Church has received its authority from the legacy of Peter. The
Roman Church also points to passages such as John 21:16, where Jesus says to Peter
"Take care of my sheep", as further justification that Peter is the founder of the Christian Church.

t N2GSaidlrydia KFEGS GNYRAGAZ2YI f f 8estdiydicaseNiaiNGg faghRf G KS & N
t SGSNI A& G(GKS GNRBO]l dzllRy ¢KfathKa LiGK3 td] BalaA f R YEKDKY
estants often view that Paul, not Peter, is the founder of the Christian Church as we know it today.

Church tradition (see below) also records that Peter was the first Bishop of Rome, and that all Catholic
popes are spiritual descendents from Peter.

Mitigating against this Catholic view of Peter-as-the-first-Pope is the fact that nowhere in the Scriptures
does it say that Peter preached in Rome. The closest is a cryptic remark at the end of 1 Peter:

6mM tSdG pYmMo bL=*0O G { K Sthed witB youi sendslygl her greétidags, 8ngsb do&K 2 4 Sy (2 3
Y& a2y al N] ®é

Also of interest is the fact that the head of the early Jerusalem Church was James, brother of Jesus, not
Peter, as noted in this passage from Eusebius:

G.dzli /£ SYSYl ARAGKS eiRE@KIR&SA] 6AKGSa (KdAY 4C2N GKSE

John after the ascension of our Savior, as if also preferred by our Lord, strove not after honor, but chose
WEYSa (KS Wdzad o0A&K2L) 2F WSNHzal f SYdée o6. 221 HIX [ KIF LIS
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Church Tradition

Eusebius, quoting Papias of Hierapolis (c. 110 A.D.), records a tradition that the Gospel of Mark pre-
served the Gospel as preached by Peter:

bal Nl KIF@Ay3 06S02YS GKS AYUGSNIINBGSNI 2F t SGSNE oNRBGS
accompanied Peter..." (Book 3, Chapter 39)

Irenaeus (c. 180 A.D.) records a similar tradition, and mentions that Peter and Paul founded the Church
in Rome:

"Matthew also issued a written Gospel among the Hebrews in their own dialect, while Peter and Paul
were preaching at Rome, and laying the foundations of the Church. After their departure, Mark, the dis-
ciple and interpreter of Peter, did also hand down to us in writing what had been preached by Peter..."
OLNBYlISdzaz a! I3FAyad | SNBaaSasés . 221 oX / KIFLWGSNI mo

Two letters in the New Testament are ascribed to Peter. 1 Peter has always been universally accepted as
the writing of Peter, with some doubt cast on 2 Peter by some. Eusebius gives his opinion about Peter |
and II:

Ghb9 SLA&aidtS 2F t SiSNE edgedas genuiel And tisRhe dndleBt elders ddddi = A a | O
freely in their own writings as an undisputed work. But we have learned that his extant second Epistle

does not belong to the canon; yet, as it has appeared profitable to many, it has been used with the other

{ ONR LJG dzZNB & d ¢ 0.221 oX [/ KIFILIISNI o0

Eusebius also records the tradition that Peter preached in Rome, and fought against the heresy of Simon
Magus the Magician (generally considered to be the founder of Gnosticism):

GC2NJ AYYSRALI St eChudiBsdaenllyjabd atidkEciondBrdvidleyice, d/hich watches over
all things, led Peter, that strongest and greatest of the apostles, and the one who on account of his virtue
was the speaker for all the others, to Rome against this great corrupter of life. He like a noble commander
of God, clad in divine armor, carried the costly merchandise of the light of the understanding from the
East to those who dwelt in the West, proclaiming the light itself, and the word which brings salvation to
souls,andpreachA y 3 GKS ({AYy3IR2Y 2FerBWS| @Sy d¢e¢ o0.221 HIZI [ KI

Eusebius records that Peter was put to death under Nero in Rome:
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under Nero. This account of Peter and Paul is substantiated by the fact that their names are preserved in
the cemeteries of that place even to the present day. It is confirmed likewise by Caius, a member of the
Church, who arose under Zephyrinus, bishop of Rome. He, in a published disputation with Proclus, the
leader of the Phrygian heresy, speaks as follows concerning the places where the sacred corpses of the
F¥F2NBalFAR FLladtSa NS fIFARY a.dzi L OFly aKz2g¢ (GKS GNERI
tothe Ostianway,y2dz gAff FAYR (GKS GNRLKASAE 2F GK2asS gK2 fIl AR
they both suffered martyrdom at the same time is stated by Dionysius, bishop of Corinth, in his epistle to

0KS w2Ylyas Ay GKS F2ff 2¢AydmongignNdudd Yogether thelplakking?@S G Kdza o
of Peter and of Paul at Rome and Corinth. For both of them planted and likewise taught us in our Corinth.

l'YR G(GKSe GlFdzaAKG (23SGKSNJ Ay €A1S YIYyYySNI Ay LaGrtesx |
quotedthese i KAy 3& Ay 2NRSNJ GKIG GKS G(NHzZiK 2F (GK® KAadz2Ne
ter 25)
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Eusebius also records where Peter preached:

Gt SGSNI FLIISIFNE G2 KIF@S LINBIFIOKSR Ay t2yidzaz sDIfFGAl X
persion. And at last, having come to Rome, he was crucified head-downwards; for he had requested that

KS YAIKG adzZFFSNI AYy GKAA gl & dé 6.221 o /KFLIWGSNI MmO o
located in modern northern Turkey]

According to Hippolytus, Peter was crucified by Nero in Rome:

Gt SGSNI LINBIF OKSR (KS D2aL)st Ay t2yiddzaA> FyR DFfFGALFXZ |
was afterwards crucified by Nero in Rome with his head downward, as he had himself desired to suffer in
GKI G YFEYyYySNWDE

Eusebius records a tradition from Clement of Alexandria regarding the martyrdom of the wife of Peter:

GeKSe arezr FOO2NRAy3IAfesr GKFIG ¢6KSy GKS oftSaasSR tSGiSN
of her summons and her return home, and called to her very encouragingly and comfortingly, addressing

KSNJ 68 yIYSET YR al@Ay3ar WhK GK2dzz NBYSYOoSNI 6KS [ 2NR
LISNFSOG RA&LIRaAAGAZY (26 NR (GK2aS RSINBadG (2 GKSY®é o.

Church tradition records that Peter was buried in Rome on Vatican Hill, near the gardens of Nero. The

first memorial over the grave was placed there in 160 A.D. A huge basilica was place there by Constan-

tine in the 4™ century. A series of excavations instituted by Pope Paul XII in 1940-51, and 1953-7 seems

G2 KIFI@S @GSNAFASR (KFG GKS &aLANB 2F (GKS LINBaSyda {i
the underground grave of Peter.

Apocryphal

The Acts Of The Holy Apostles Peter And Baalisses the ministry of Peter in Rome, where he converts
the wife (Libia) of Nero to Christianity(!) The bulk of the apocryphal Acts describes the battle in Rome
between Peter (and Paul) and Simon the Magician. The battle eventually plays out in front of Nero, and
all three (Peter, Paul, Simon) end up dying. The death and burial of Peter is described thus:

G¢KSYy 020K tSGSNIFYR tldzZ 6SNB SR Fgleé& FTNBY (KS LINB
tesian road. And Peter, having come to the cross, said: Since my Lord Jesus Christ, who came down from

the heaven upon the earth, was raised upon the cross upright, and He has deigned to call to heaven me,

who am of the earth, my cross ought to be fixed head downmost, so as to direct my feet towards heaven;

for | am not worthy to be crucified like my Lord. Then, having reversed the cross, they nailed his feet up.

And the consummation of the holy glorious Apostles Peter and Paul was on the 29th of the month of June
Ta

A number of apocryphal writings are ascribed to Peter, including a Gospel, an Apocalypse, an Acts (of
Peter and Paul), etc. Eusebius gives his opinion of these works:

G ¢ K Salleil Acts of Peter, however, and the Gospel which bears his name, and the Preaching and the
Apocalypse, as they are called, we know have not been universally accepted, because no ecclesiastical
GNRAGSNE | yOASYyd 2NJ Y2RSNYZ KIFa YIRS dzaS 2F GSaldAY2YyA:
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The second century Gospel of Peter describes the period of time after the death of Jesus, adding details
G2 GKS ai2NR 2F W2aSLK 2F ! NAYIFIOGKSFYS FyR (eKS ¢62YS
AONROSR Fa I GRAAOALIS 2F (GKS [ 2NREOD

¢tKS aSO2yR OSyiddz2NE awS@St ésaiptighg/of heaFen andhéllSINGEs sod@ y i | A y &
stylistic similarities to 2 Peter.

Philip

Philip appears in all four lists of apostles in the New Testament, apparently linked with Bartholomew in

the synoptic versions. This identification is enhanced in the Gospel of John. In John 1:43, Jesus finds

Phit AL YR GS8ff& KAY aC2ff26 YSé dsaidainfohnil:Ad)doedadck 2 A & A
(8tfta KAd FNASYR bliKFEyFSt 03SySayitfSta @RYs @R 62t or

OW2KY wmMYnp bLz0O & t KdhimA"\Wé havefoagdRhe dné Niose$ wfdte fout ih tfieR (i 2 f
Law, and about whom the prophets alsowrote-WS adza 2F bl 1 I NBUGKZI GKS a2y 2F W2a

It is possible that Philip acted in the role of quartermaster or provisioner for Jesus and the apostles, for

when Jesus is about to perform his miracle of feeding the 5,000, he says:
OW2KY cYp bL=z0O G2 KSy wSadza t221SR dzLJ FyR &l ¢ | 3IND
"Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?"
(John 6:6 NIV) He asked thisonlytoi Sa i KAYZ F2NJ KS Ff NSFR& KIR AY YAYR ¢
(John 6:7 NIV) Philip answered him, "Eight months' wages would not buy enough bread for each one to
KIS I 0A0GSHbE

Philip also appears in John when a group of Greeks ask him to meet Jesus. After collecting Andrew, the
two inform Jesus that he has visitors. (John 12:20-22)

At the Last Supper, inJohn 14:6-0X t KA € AL | a1 & WSASIREE 30 2 yoRa KVeSsa ddaa  NISKL
K2 KlI&a aSSy YS KIFa aSSy (KS CF GdKSNWé

Church Tradition
According to Hippolytus, Philip preached and was executed in what today is eastern Turkey:

Yy tKNEIAFZ FyR 6l a ONHzOAFASR Ay | A

dt KAf AL LINBIF OKSR A
0dzNA SR (GKSNB b

GALYZ FYR 61t a
According to Eusebius (quoting Clement of Alexandria) Philip was married, and had daughters:

GC2NJ t SGSNI YR t KAtAL 683rd OKAtRNBYT FyR tKAtAL fa
30)

Eusebius, quoting Polycrates, discusses the death of Philip and his daughters:

a C 2 NJa dlsy grehtdights have fallen asleep, which shall rise again on the last day, at the coming of the
Lord, when he shall come with glory from heaven and shall seek out all the saints. Among these are Philip,
one of the twelve apostles, who sleeps in Hierapolis, and his two aged virgin daughters, and another
daughter who lived in the Holy Spiritand now restsat 9 LIK S & dza ddd¢ 6. 221 o3 / KIF LG SNJI o1
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unclear in the text as to whether Philip did the raising):

GeKFEG tKAfALI GKS FLlRadaGftsS ReStG Fd 1 ASNILRfAE SAGK KA
noted here that Papias, their contemporary, says that he heard a wonderful tale from the daughters of
t KAfALID C2NJ KS NBflFGSa ddKFG Ay (&rd) GAYS 2yS NRaS FNR)Y

It should be noted, though, that there seems to be at least some confusion in the works of the ancients
regarding the daughters of Philip the Apostle, and Philip the Deacon (Acts 6:5, Acts 21:8-9).

Apocryphal
The apocryphal Acts OfThe Journeyings Of Philip The Apoktle a8 t KA f A L) LINBI OKAy 3 AY
gions of Lydiaand ! & A | € ® ' TGSNI O2y @SNIAyYy3A (KS pwrkdbpthe2 F G KS

irate husband and hung upside down:

G!' YR KS 2NRSNBR tKAfAL G2 060S KIy3aISRI YR KAa lylftSa
heels also to be driven through, and to be hanged head downwards, opposite the temple on a certain
INBESPPDE

An angry Philip places a curse on his captors, and 7,000 men (including the proconsul) are swept into an

Fogdaao WSadza F LIISEFNAR FyR NBLINA Y| y Rdentistkat e willd F2 NJ N.

not be able to enter paradise for 40 days afterhe RA S & @ P FGSNI t KAf AL a3ABSa  dzl
GPPPGKS LA FYyd 2F GKS
OKdzNOK Ay GKFG LXFOS

GAYS aLINRdzi SR dzLJ 6 KSNB (KS of22
OROJORS

In the second part of the same Acts, Philip preaches in Athens in front of 300 philosophers, and even-

tually ends up in a battle with the Jewish High Priest Ananias (from Jerusalem). Although Philip per-

forms many miracles, Ananias refuses to believe in Christ. Philip buries him, in stages, up to his knees,

navel, and neck ¢ and finally consigns him to the Abyss (Hades). The Acts end with:

G!'YR t KAETALI F62RS Ay ' (iKSya G2 @SINART |yR KIFEGAy3 T2
and so went away to Parthia [probably near modern day Tehran], preaching Christ. To whom be glory for
SOSNW ! YSy dé

Simon the Zealot

Simon the Zealot is mentioned in all four lists of apostles in the New Testament ¢ and no other informa-
tion is given about him whatsoever. Traditionally, Simon is thought to have been a member of the Jew-
ish Zealot party, a group of nationalists that eventually revolted (disastrously) against the Romans in 66
| ®5 @ | 26 SHSNE (GKS yIrYS O2dAR Itaz2 o6S GdNryaftldaSR

Church Tradition
According to Hippolytus, Simon the Zealot was the second Bishop of Jerusalem:

G{AY2Yy GKS %»SIrt2Gx GKS a2y 2F /t2Ll1 az ¢gK2 Aa |ftaz Ol
Just, and fell asleepandwasbuNA SR G KSNB 4 G4KS 3S 2F mun &SI N&RPE
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not specifically connect this figure with Simon the Zealot.

The apocryphal Passion of Simon and Jyalaces Simon in Persia.

Thaddaeus/Judas son of James

Matthew and Mark refer to an apostle named Thaddaeus in their apostolic list. Luke (in both lists) refers
G2 | aWdzRIIax azy 2F WFYSaéo DSYySNIffezx &a0K2fl Na
mention yet a third name ¢ Lebbaeus, as shown in this verse from the King James Version:

@k mMmnYo YWzx0 omewKThoinds,Ladd Mattfiew the publifai Zafes the son of Al-
phaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose sname was Thaddaeuéé¢ 0O SYLIKIF aAad | RRSRO

Thaddaeus/Judas possibly shows up in John, asking the following question:

OW2KY MRNnYHH bL=#*0O & ¢ K &dy™ButVidaid, lwly dodyglantend Wdhaw yaursélfioOF NA 2 G 0 &
us and not to the world?"

(John 14:23 NIV) Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him,

FYR 6S gAftf O02YS (2 KAY YR YI1S 2dz2NJ K2YS G6AGK KAY®DE ¢

Some scholars identify Thaddaeus/Judas as the author of Jude, but most scholars view the author of
Jude as being the brother of Jesus and James (the Just).

Church Tradition
Hippolytus records:

o) HMeSopotaidS dandf&i&sR G2 G KS |
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Eusebius reports the contents of a Syriac manuscript that reports that Thaddaeus was sent by Thomas to

Edessa, to heal and preach:
G! FAGSNI GKS FaoOSyaizy 2 EdTWBas deatio hwidiRddeussan dpéstle, ogel & £ a2 O
of the Seventy. When he was come he lodged with Tobias, the son of Tobias. When the report of him got
abroad, it was told Abgarus that an apostle of Jesus was come, as he had written him. Thaddeus began
then in the power of God to heal every disease and infirmity...The same Thaddeus cured also many other
inhabitants of the city, and did wondersand marvel2 dz& 62 NJ &> | YR LINBIF OKSR GKS 62N
Chapter 13)

Apocryphal

The apocryphal Acts Of The Holjpostle ThaddaeusOne Of The Twelviells us that Thaddaeus was
from the city of Edessa, and was a follower of John the Baptist:

& EBBAEUS, who also is Thaddaeus, was of the city of Edessa 1 and it is the metropolis of Osroene, in the
interior of the Armenosyrians T an Hebrew by race, accomplished and most learned in the divine writ-
ings. He came to Jerusalem to worship in the days of John the Baptist; and having heard his preaching and
seen his angelic life, he was baptized, and his name was called Thaddaeus. And having seen the appearing
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of Christ, and His teaching, and His wonderful works, he followed Him, and became His disciple; and He
chose him as one of the twelve, the tenth aposteacO2 NRAYy 3 (2 GKS 9@l y3aStAiaida al di

In the Acts, the Governor of Edessa, Abgarus, contracts an incurable disease. He sends a letter to Jesus
(M), asking for help. In the course of the reply, Jesus promises to send Thaddaeus to Edessa. The passage
is interesting, because it seems to foreshadow the Shroud of Turin:

G!'YR !''YIEYyAlLa ®F O2dz2NASNBZI K lefdlylgoking & 2hyis§ but wasRinalleA Sy G KS
to fix Him in his mind. And He knew as knowing the heart, and asked to wash Himself; and a towel was

given Him; and when He had washed Himself, He wiped His face with it. And His image having been im-

printed upon the linen, He gave it to Ananias, saying: Give this, and take back this message, to him that

sent thee: Peace to thee and thy city! For because of this | am come, to suffer for the world, and to rise

again, and to raise up the forefathers. And after | have been taken up into the heavens | shall send thee

my disciple Thaddaeus, who shall enlighten thee, and guide thee into all the truth, both thee and thy

OAle o¢

Thaddaeus eventually baptizes Abgarus, and establishes churches in Edessa and throughout Syria. Final-
ly, the Acts report that Thaddaeus died in Berytus in Phoencia:

G!' YR ¢KI RRISdza | f 2y 3 dempleKand boilBchuhbisi ordiiredial disBo cfddf A R 2
his disciples, and presbyters, and deacons, and gave them the rule of the psalmody and the holy liturgy.

And having left them, he went to the city of Amis, great metropolis of the Mesechaldeans and Syrians,

that is, of Mesopotamia-Syria, beside the river Tigris.

Having therefore remained with them for five years, he built a church; and having appointed as bishop
one of his disciples, and presbyters, and deacons, and prayed for them, he went away, going round the ci-
ties of Syria, and teaching, and healing all the sick; whence he brought many cities and countries to Christ
through His teaching. Teaching, therefore, and evangelizing along with the disciples, and healing the sick,
he went to Berytus, a city of Phoenicia by the sea; and there, having taught and enlightened many, he fell
asleep on the twenty-first of the month of August. And the disciples having come together, buried him
with great honor; and many sick were healed, and they gave glory to the Father, and the Son, and the Ho-
ly Spirit, for ever and ever. AmS y" @ &

This Acts may have slightly more credibility than some others, as many of the story elements are quoted
by Eusebius in his Church History (Abgarus writing to Jesus, Jesus writing back (!), Thaddaeus journeying
to Edessa to heal, etc.)

Thomas

Thomas appears in all four New Testament lists of Apostles. Inthe GosLJSt 2 F W2 Ky I ¢K2YIl &
tAA0SR 4 6¢CK2YIDdymdhat DIBSFA R NIzZBGHRY ¢ 2 NJo-6 R2 dzo f &
mas is linked with Matthew in the three apostolic lists in the Synoptic Gospels (see, for example, Matt

10:3), some scholars have postulated that Thomas and Matthew were twin brothers.

Thomas appears several times in interesting roles in the Gospel of John. In the 11" chapter of John,
Thomas makes the following curious statement when Jesus suggests that the disciples visit the dead La-
zarus:

OW2KY MMYMc bL#%0O G¢CKSY ¢K2YlFa o00FffSR 5AReéYdzayv &l AR
YI®d RAS 4A0GK KAY®DQE
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Thomas also has the distinction of asking the question that prompts one of the most famous answers in
the Bible:

OW2KY wmMnYp bLz0 G¢K2YlFLa &aFAR G2 KAYI b[2NR:Z 6S R2y(
the way?"

(John 14:6 NIV) Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father ex-

OSLIi GKNRBdzAK YSoe¢t¢

However, Thomas is most famous for his doubting that Jesus had re-
AdZNNBOGSR FTNRBY GKS RSFRI SI Ny
The incident is described in John 20:24-29, and quotes Thomas as say-
A Y 3nless Ijsee the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where

GKS ylIAfa ¢gSNBZ FyR Llzi Y& KlIy

Finally, Thomas is present on the Sea of Galilea when Jesus causes a
miraculous catch of fish, and prepares breakfast for the apostles on
the beach.

Church Tradition

Hippolytus records that Thomas was an active missionary, and that he met his fate in India:

G!' YR ¢CK2Yla LINBIOKSR (2 GKS tINIKAFIyas aSRSaz t SNaAAL
thrust through in the four members of his body with a pine spear at Calamene, the city of India, and was
0dzZNA SR G KSNB ¢

Eusebius in his Church History records that Thomas sent other disciples out on missionary journeys:
GeK2YFax 2yS 2F (GKS (¢St @SentThaddlelsi wh8 was alsolzyliRbErisd

FY2y3a GKS aS@Syidie RAAOALI Sa 2F /KNRadz (G2 9R
(Book 1, Chapter 13)
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Eusebius records that Thomas preached in Parthia (near modern-day Tehran):
Gt F NI&@2 SRAY 3 (2 GNIRAGAZ2YS o6l & ff206SR (2 ¢K2YlLa | &

Apocryphal

In the Acts Of The Holy Apostle Thomeaeeluctant Thomas is assigned missionary duty in India:

a T that time we the apostles were all in Jerusalem...and we portioned out the regions of the world, in
order that each one of us might go into the region that fell to him, and to the nation to which the Lord
sent him. By lot, then, India fell to Judas Thomas, also called Didymus. And he did not wish to go, saying
that he was not able to go on account of the weakness of the flesh; and how can I, being an Hebrew man,
go among the Indians to proclaim the truth? And while he was thus reasoning and speaking, the Savior
appeared to him through the night, and said to him: Fear not, Thomas; go away to India, and proclaim the
g2NRT F2NJ Y& 3INIOS akKift 0SS gAGK GKSSo¢

In the same apocryphal acts, Jesus appears as the brother of Thomas:
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shortly before had blessed them, and gone out from them; and he says to him: Didst thou not go out be-

fore them all? And how art thou found here? And the Lord said to him: | am not Judas, who also is Tho-

YFAT L FY KAA& ONRGKSNWE
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far left who looks very much like Jesus.

After an active career as a preacher and healer, Thomas is put to death by order of a King Misdeus, on
the charge of heresy. In this account, Thomas is executed by spear:

G!'YR ¢6KSYy KS KIR LIN}&SRZ KS arFAR (G2 GKS a2t RASNAY / 2"
four struck him at once, and killed him. And all the brethren wept, and wrapped him up in beautiful
aKlFgtaz yR Ylye tAySy Of2G6Kaz FyYyR fFAR KAY Ay GKS 7

Later, Klng Misdeus believes that the bones of the apostle may be able to heal his daughter who is pos-
aSaasSR oe | RSY2y<D 2KS)f KS 32Sa (2 GKSretiladro aKS
GFr1Sy GKSYZ YR OFNNASR GKSY Ayili2 GKS NB3IA2Yya 27

Two Gospels have appeared in the name of Thomas. One is an infancy Gospel, purporting to discuss the

GANBIG GKAYy3IEd 6KAOK 2dzNJ [ 2NR WS&adza / KNRAG tRAR Ay
Ay3a G2 GStt aGKS ASONBG alreAiay3daa GKFG GKS lerA@Ay3a W
p. 305)
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Angels: In the Bible, the Apocrypha & the Dead Sea Scrolls

Apocrypha and Christianity, The

Basic Christian Theology

Crusades: A Brief History (1095-1291), The

Dead Sea Scrolls and Christianity, The

Evidence for the Gospel Accounts of Jesus Christ

Heaven: In the Bible, the Apocrypha and the Dead Sea Scrolls

Hell and the Devil: In the Bible, the Apocrypha and the Dead Sea Scrolls
Heresies & Schisms in the Early Church

Holy Spirit: In the Bible, the Apocrypha and the Dead Sea Scrolls, The

Jewish Religious Parties at the Time of Christ Part One: Pharisees and Sadducees
Jewish Religious Parties at the Time of Christ Part Two: The Essenes

Joseph of Arimathea: Biblical & Legendary Sources

Meet the Apostles - Biblical and Legendary Accounts: Part One ¢ The Twelve
Meet the Apostles - Biblical and Legendary Accounts: Part Two ¢ After the Twelve
Messiah ¢ In the Old Testament, the Apocrypha, and the Dead Sea Scrolls, The
Origins of the Major Protestant Denominations in the United States

Origins of the New Testament

Revelation: Background & Commentary

Search for the Pre-Incarnate Christ in the Old Testament, The

Theological Roots of the Protestant Reformation: A Handbook

Women as Leaders in the Church: From Miriam to Joan of Arc

Worship and Cultural Patterns in the Early Church

Front cover: Photo by Robert Jones
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