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churches have quality, Biblicalbased adultfocused programs. Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to

downplay adultedOl G A2y X F20dzaAy3a 2y OKAft RNByQa SRdzOlFGA2Yy oy2i
GKS adzy OKdzZNOKSRé S g KSNB (i 2 LIA é&réofténdadgosiyrighored.K dzZNOK KA &G 2 NB |

Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the Bible and the basic tenets and history of the
Faith. Among the reasons:

1 Not all adults come from a strong childhood kgmound in the churclt adult Sundayschool classes/Bible

studies may be their first serious iottuction to what Christianity is all about
1 Christianity (and especially Evangelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular

culture (movies, music, etc.). We need toggfellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith agairist a

GFrO1 62NJ (2 LINRPOGARS | aNBIFReé& RSFTSyaSé¢ Fa tSGSNI ales
1 Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history

of their Faith

To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both thosatune in their Faith, and those just starting out in the

G{ OK22ft 2F /KNAaAlGé0X LQ@BS 6NAGGSY + &ASNARSE 2F O2dz2NESa
Jewish roots), as wedls the development of doctrine in the Church. Thpits represented in these courses are
AYiSYRSR (i2 020K FdzZNIKSNJ 6GKS LI NGAOALIYGQa o1t Ay GKS
getics.

While the primary purpose of these c@es is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High Schoolland Co
lege projects, especially the coursesdsed primarily on historical aspects.

One note: these courses are primarily written from anrigfical Protestant viewpoint (I come froa Reformed
Church background), but | hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughout the various courses.
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Introduction

LQ@S (Il dzaAKid GKS aSGK2RA&aU a5Aa0ALX Sa¢ . Ao0ftS addzwRe
that has been evident in all of my Disciples sessions is the somewhat jaotsgresented by the i

den end of the Old Testament (around 430 B.C), and the beginning of the New Testament (around 4
B.C.) After spending many months studying the history and theology of the Jews before Christ, suddenly

the students are expected to ake a 406year jump, with no context. Some examples of the perplexity

that this can cause mightélude:

1 There is nothing about the Maccabean Revolt in the Old or Newafiesit. As such, it would be
difficult (for example) for Jews to explain the meanof Hanukkah to their Christian bheen
1 There is nothing about Alexander the Great (3323 B.C.) and his impact on Palestine in the Old or
New Tetaments
1 The Old Testament mentions very little about Satan, demons, or hell. Yet, those topics arercommo
in the New Testament what changed in those 400 years?
1 ¢KS hftR ¢SadGryYSyld R2SayQi NBlIffte RAaOdzaai-iKS 02
sees believe in this doctrine in the New Testament. Where did this doctrine come from?

However, here is a set of Jewish documents that add to our understanding of the historical and the

logical background of the IntefFestamental period; the Apocrypha. The Apocrypha is, in general

terms, the set of books that appear in the Greek Septuagint, buimtiie Hebrew manscripts of the

Old Testament. Most of these books were written in the aforementioned {hestamental period (a

though some claim to have been written earlier.) While many of these books appear in the Roman
Catholic and Eastern OrthBdE . A6 f S& ONBFSNNBR (2 o0& DKSEe¢wTYNYVYVRI
Protestants (especially those from a Reformed Church background) are not even aware that these books
exist, and may be a bit shocked when they attend a Catholic service, and bdisgsefrom the Book of

Sirach, or Tobit!

There have been arguments for 2,000 years as to whether the Apocryphal books should be considered
a I dzi K 2 M€l of ihel s@irSe¢authaty as the Old and New Testament. Some have argued for their
equal authoity (Saint Augustine), some have argued for their inclusion in thie Bout in an appendix
(Martin Luther), and some have argued vehemently against their inclusion in the Bible in any form (the
views of 17 century English Calvinists that still impacbst Protestant Bible today.) However, whether

one accepts these books as authoritative or not, the Apocrypha (along with the Dead Sea Sorolls) pr
vides valuable historical and theological background to our understanding of the First Century A.D.
Christianmovement.

This primary focus of this booklet will be to examine the Apocrypha from the point of view of its help in
illuminating the Jewish roots of Christianity. Three areas of special interest will hideas

1. The valuablénistoricalbackgroundprovided in the Apocrypha for the Intdrestamental period, ®
pecially the Maccabean Revolt
2. The development of certaitheologicalviewpoints in the IntefTestamental period that would later
flourish under Christianity, such as resurrection of the deatieba the devil, demons, and hell, a
T20dza 2y GKS SyR (GAYSA: 0StAST hlet 2RBAGAYS adaar
3. The great debate over the years in Christian circles as to whether the Apocrypha should ibe cons
deredauthoritative



Nomenclature
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ern parlance, the word is often used tegtribe things that are spurious, or of questionable authority.
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riod (and into the I century). In general, these books (2 Esdras and Prayer of Manasseh are exceptions)
appeared in the Greek translation of the Old Testament known as the Septuagint, but not in Hebrew

veNBA2Yya 2F GKS hftR ¢SadlyYSyao

NRSV Apocrypha, whiafciude:

= =4 =8 =8 -8 -8 88 ofofofoaoa oo o

I am also including (perhapsmewhat arbitrarily) one other book in this studym

Tobit

Judith

Esther (Greek vsion)

Wisdom of Solomon

Sirach (or Ecclesidstis)

Baruch

Letter of Jeremiah

Prayer of Zariah and the Song of the Three Jews
Susanna (Chapter 13 of the Greek Daniel)

Bel & the Dragon (Chapter 14 of the Greekigl)
1 Maccabees

2 Maccabees

1 Esdras

Prayer of Manasseh

Psalm 151

3 Maccabees

2 Esdras

4 Maccabees

C2NJ GKS

al18

9y 2 0OK®

this book because 1) it is the only dgoyphal book quoted in the New Testament (Jude 14/15) and 2)
some 20 copies of 1 Enoch have been found among the Dead Sea Scrblpsmrging for the idea

that at least one Jewish sect (Essenes) viewed the work as aatharit

There are other apocryphal Jewish writings from the same period, often referred to collectively as the

Pseudepigraphameaning that these works were often writtemder assumed names (the word means

GAGK FILfasS adzoaONRLIIAZ2Y&EAEL D

include:

=A =4 =4 =8 =9

Assumption of Moses (see Jude 9)
Life of Adam and Eve

Book of Jubilees

Testaments of the Twelve Patrchs
and many others...
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Jeremiah, 2 Esdras, Wisdom ofdBaobn, etc., adding to some of the confusion surrounding what books
are considered to be padf the Apocrypha, and what books are part of the iRlepigrapha

Apocrypha Quiz

1. There are no references to Jewish apocryphal works in the Nevarfiest T/F

2. The reason for thtMaccabean Revolt in thé“?Century B.C. was to kick the Romans out of Pale3iiRe

3. The reason it was called the Maccabean Revolt is because a family named Maccabeus led the fighting T/F

4. There was no concept of the resurrection of the dead in@heistian J&ish theology T/F

5. Martin Luther felt that the books of the Jewish apocrypherevheretical, and should not be read under any
circumstances T/F

6. Out of the major Christian denominations in the world, only the Roman Catholic Church includes books from
the Apocrypha in their iBles T/F

7. One of the reasons that some people feel that thpocryph is not authoritative is because there are-ge
graphical and historical errors in some of its books T/F

8. Most of the books of the Apocrypha were included in the Greek translation of the Old Testament known as
the Septuagint T/F

9. Saint Augustine beli@d that the Septuagint translation was inspired by God, and is therefore of equalrautho

ity with the original Hebrew T/F

10. Possible Hebrew sources for the Septuagint have been found among the Dead Sea Scrolls T/F

Historical Background

Timeline

Date Event

¢.430 B.C.| Malachi is written (the end of the Old Testament)
334-323 Alexander the Great conquers the East

B.C.
323 B.C. | Alexander the Great dies of a fever, probably after aldrir
ing binge

320B.C Ptolemy 1 of Egypt conquers Jerusalem

c. 250 B.C| Firstof the Dead Sea Scrolls are written

200 B.C. | Antiochus Il (22387 B.C.) of Syria defeats Ptolemy V o
Egypt and anexes Palestine

c. 188 B.C|{ Antiochus Il defeated in battle by the Romans, and forc
to pay huge war reparations (Peace of Apamea)

175¢ 164 | Rule of Seleucid ruler Antiochus Epiphanes IV, who ma
B.C. KFIgS 06SSy (GKS LINedG2G&LIs ¥
RSaz2fl GA2yé Ay 51 yASt

173 B.C. | Jewish High Priest Onias Ill deposed by Antiochiis Ep
phanes IV and replaced by his brother Jasoregtinood to
the hichest bidder)

171 B.C. | Jason ousted by Menelaus as High Priest (priesthood tg
highest bidder)

c. 169 B.C/{ Antiochus Epiphanes |V loots the Jerusalem Tempe tre
sury

c. 167 1 Antiochus Epiphanes IV:

1 Desecrates the Temple in Jealem

9 Establishes a military garrison in usgilem




Date Event

1 Maccabean revolt under Judas Maccabeus begins
165 B.C. | Judas defeats Syrian commander Seron at Betton
Dec. 164 | Judas occupies Temple area, and rededicates it (c®@mm
B.C. morated by the festival of Hanukk)
163 AD. | T Judas fightsin Idumea (Edomites), Galilee, Tradajo
(Ammonites), Phitia
1 Antiochus Epiphanes IV dies during a campaign fin K
sia; Regent Lysias has prince declared king as-Anti
chus V Eupator
162 B.C. | Syrian throne seized by DemetriysSyrian commander
Bacchides occupies Jerusalem, and installs Alcimus as |
priest and governor
162-161 9 Syrian King Demetrius sends a new generagneig
B.C. against Judas; Judas wins a great victory
9 Judas negotiates treaty with Romans
c. 160 B.C| Death of Judas in a battle against Bacchides; Brothex-J¢
than (youngest son of Mattahias) takes command of the|
revolutionary forces
152 B.C. | Jonathan becomes High Priest after cutting a deal with
Syrian King Alexander Balas
146 B.C. | Jonathan kidnappedind then murdered by Syrian Geral
Trypho; brother Simon takes command
146134 Rule of Simon as governor and High Priest
B.C. 1 Through diplomatic and military successes, Judea if
freed from foreign influences (14241 B.C.)
1 The sons of Simon, John andids, defeat Syrian Ge
eral Cenébeus
1 Simon (and his sons Judas and Mattathias) murderg
by his sorin-law Ptolemy
141¢ 37 Rule of the Hasmonean dynasty in Palestine
B.C.
134-104 Rule of John Hyrcanus, eldest son of Simon, as High Pr,
B.C. and ethnach
10376 Rule of Alexander Jannaegbreakout of Civil Wardy
B.C. tween pro-Sadduccean and Pharisec forces
63 B.C. Pompey annexes Palestine
63-40 B.C.| Rule of Hycranus Il
37-4 B.C. | Herod the Great rules as puppet king of Palestine (end
the Hasmonan Dynasty)
68 A.D. Last of the Dead Sea Scrolls are written

Alexander the Great

One of the most significant historical events in the period between the Old and New
taments is the rule of Alexander the Great (b. 356 B.C.; d. 323 B.C.) Alexandee-a
608 OANILKEI ol & ¢
day be Greece, Egypt, Turkey, Syria, Palestine, Iran, Iraq, Afghaamd even parts of il
Northern India. Alexander brought Greek culture to the lands that he condubegn-
a1 St egidhy that wolld I&syfar huhdyedsi
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years. (Photo:Alexander the Greatibrary of CongressCUSZ6240088)
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So how did all of this impact Palestine and the Jews? After the premature deatexander in June of

323 B.C., his kin and generals squabbled over who should control his vast empire. In time, tee kin
doms would dominate the Mediterranean until the advent of the Roman Empire: Macedon, ruled by
the Antigonids, Egypt, ruled by tl&olemies, and Syria, ruled by the Selels. It is the last two that
impact our story here, as Palestine was in the middle of these two great empires. Whsgnealeuld
change hands on more than one occasion between the competing kingdoms, it ledgprimarily by

the Seleucids. The heavy handedness of one of their kingachuns IV (ruled 17363 B.C.) led to the
Maccabean revolt, which eventually led to a period of independence for the Jews #tirkRale

1* Maccabees, one of the great histesi of the ancient world, éscribes the rule of Alexander the Great
and the impact of the breakup of his empire on the Jews in its first chapter:

& After Alexander son of Philip, the Macedonian, who came from the land of Kittim, had defeatedaKing D
rius ofthe Persians and the Medes, hecsaeded him as king. (He had previously become king of Greece.)
’He fought many battles, conquered strongholds, and put to death the kings of the ddettadvanced to

the ends of the earth, and plundered many nations.aftlthe earth became quiet before him, he was e
alted, and his heart was lifted ufHe gathered a very strong army and ruled over countries, nations, and
princes, and they became tuiary to him.

>After this he fell sick and perceived that he was dyﬂS@ he summoned his most honored officers, who
had been brought up with him from youth, and divided his kingdom among them while he was still alive.
'And after Alexander had reigned twelve years, he died.

#Then his officers began to rule, each in his ovm:plgThey all put on crowns after his death, and so did
G§KSANI RSaOSyRIyGa | FGSNI GKSY F2NJ YlIye &SIFENBRT |yR (GKS
1:1-9, NRSV)

S 2R ypgn RUM SEB 4
ANDER THE GREAT Boundary dark-red

TERRITORY AFTER THE BATTLE OF IPSUS 301 B. O
3 Territory received by Selewcus

Territory received by -
» » by Lusimachus by Cassander =

Map from BarnesBrief History Serjes 1903

The Septuagint

The Septuagint is &tm applied to a Greek translation of the Old Testament, started in theeBitury

B.C. The translation was necessaggause, as a result of the Diaspora which occurred in the centuries
preceding, Jews lived all through the Mediterranean, and had td.dilo DNBES{1 o6 a1 St t SyAl S
andlanddz 3S (2 &adaNWBAGS a GadNIy3ISNBR Ay | &GNy y3s 1



Legend has it that the translation of the Old Testament (or, at least, the Pentateuch) was done at the

order of King Ptolemy Il of Egypt (2886 B.C.) The legendaords that 72 Jewish scholars (or 70 in

some accounts) produced 72 translations in 72 daysthout a word of variation! (The worgeptia-

gntRSNA @Sa FTNRY aaSoSyae¢s | vy FEarly @hurah2Faiiusys MartB LINS &
(c. 150 A.Dpecounts the legend, and makes it clear that he believes it is true:

Got G2t Syez (Ay3a 2F 938LJi6e gKSy KS KIFIR odaAatd GKS € AO0N
quarter had filled it, then learnt that very ancient histories written in Hebteappened to be carefully
preserved; and wishing to know their contents, he sent for seventy wise men from Jerusalem, who were
acquainted with both the Greek and Hebrew language, and appointed them to translate the books; and
that in freedom from all disturance they might the more speedily complete the translation, he ordered
that there should be constructed, not in the city itself, but seven stadia off (where the Pharos was built),
as many little cots as there were translators, so that each by himselftroaghplete his own translation;

and enjoined upon those officers who were appointed to this duty, to afford them all attendance, but to
prevent communication with one another, in order that the accuracy of the translation might be discern
ble even by theiagreement. And when he ascertained that the seventy men had not only given the same
meaning, but had employed the same words, and had failed in agreement with one another not even to
the extent of one word; but had written the same things, and concertiirggsame things, he was struck
with amazement, and believed that the translation had been written lwyné power, and perceived that

the men were worthy of all honor, as beloved of God; and with many gifts ordered them to return to their
own country. Andhaving, as was natural, marveled at the books, and concluded them to be divine, he
consecrated them in that libraryThese things, ye men of Greece, are no fable, nor do we narrate fi
tions; but we ourselves having been in Alexandria, saw the remains @& little cots at the Pharos still
preserved.£ 0 Wdza (i Woytatoay lAdifess kaEhe GregkShapter 13; emphasis added)

The Septuagint held a place of special importance among the early Christtagast majority of qa-

tations in the New Testameiirom the Old are taken from the Septuaginaind not the Masoretic Text

(MT) which forms our modern day Old Testament. As there are signifidériedices between the LXX

FYR a¢z GKS yIFddz2NFIt AyOt Ayl (A2y ktéad df the Gr&k thsd S G KS
lation. Havever, Biblical manuscripts found among the Dead Sea Scrolls indicate that the differences
between the LXX and the MT are not necessagbalise the LXX is a translation, but because the LXX is

based on a different Hebve source than the MT. If this is true, it may elevate the authtve of the

LXX in the eyes of Biblical scholars (the early Christians may have been right all along in using the LXX!!).
Hershel Shanks, editor 8iblical Archeologye®iew, comments:

GhyS NB&adzZ i w2F GKS 5SIFR {SI {ONRffae KF-a o6SSy G2 3IA
even though it is a translation. Based on the Hebrew Biblical fragments among the Dead Sea Scrolls, it

appears that the differences between LXX and &g often attributable not to the fact that the LXX is a

translation, but rather to the fact that the LXX translators were working from a somewhat diffeeent H

oNBgs ol asS GSEG ¢ 6{KIFIyl14&4z LI mMpno

Saint Augustine was a strong proponent of the Septuaginprdaty divine inspiration to the original
translators. Clearly, Augustine considered the Septuagint to be of equal authority eliteMHversions
of the Old Testament:

GC2NJ 0KS {SLJidzZ 3AydG GNYyatl i2NB | NPhedgdeathat & theySt A SOSR
made any alterations under His authority, and did not adhere to a strict translation, we could not doubt

(KFiG GKAA 61 & RAGAY Lityof Godplesad) i SRPE  o6{ G d ! dAdzaliAySs

G!' YR GKSNBEFT2NBE S T4y Ronihe ISeptuapikt, Sy dqubtifgiiting el as@hdzBl G £ & & y O
brew when they adduce proofs from the Siiti dzNJBGitydoé Godpd 632)
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So why do we care about the relative authority of the Septuagint compared to early Hebrew versions of
the Old Testament? BecaudeetGreek Septuagint contains a number of books not in the Hebraw M
soretic Text. Those books (with a couple of additions) make up therygha.

The Maccabean Revolt

Leaders of the Maccabean Revolt

Mattathias
Priest
Rebel Leader
167-165 B.C.

[
[ I [ I 1

Judas Maccabeus Jonathan Simon John Eleazar
Rebel Leader Rebel Leader Rebel Leader Eldest son Rebel Leader
165-160 B.C. High Priest High Priest Rebel leader d.c. 162 B.C.

134-104 B.C. 142-135 B.C.
John Hyrcanus Judas
Army Commander| | Army Commander

High Priest
134-104 B.C.

d. 134 B.C.

The Maccabean Revolt, started in 167 B.C. by a Jewish faiestd Mattathias, was one of the defining
moments of Jewish Hiory. One of the high points of the Revolt, the rededication of the Temple, is still
commemorated today by the Jewish Festival afittkkah.

At the time of the revolt, Palestine was undéwetcontrol of the Seleucid King Antiochus Epiphanes IV.

' YGA20Kdza olLJl2aaArote GKS alo2YAyraAz2y GKFG OF dza
2) determined to Hellenize the territories controlled by him. These two factors would put hercolt-

sion course with the Jews in Palestine.

In order to get more money for his depleted treasury, Antiochus IV on at least one occasion looted the
Jerusalem Temple treasury (c. 169 B.C.). This act followed in the footsteps of his predecessonNSelecus
(187175 B.C.) who had done the same thing. Antiochus also put the Jerusalem High Priest position up
to the highest bidder, High Priests Jason and Menelaus both achieved their positions through bribes to
the Seleucid King.

In c. 167 B.C., Antiochirgtensified his attempts at Hellenization by desecrating the Temple inaerus
lem. The act is vividly described in 1ddabees 1:561:

&“Now on the fifteenth day of Chislev, in the one hundred fdith year, they erected a desolating sacr

lege on thealtar of burnt offering. They also built altars in the surrounding towns of Judahd offered

incense at the doors of the houses and in the stre&tBhe books of the law that they found they tore to

pieces and burned with fire’Anyone found possessy the book of the covenant, or anyone whd-a

hered to the law, was condemned to death by decree of the Kifithey kept using violence against

Israel, against those who were found month after month in the towHen the twentyfifth day of the

month they offered sacrifice on the altar that was on top of the altar of burnt offerfﬂgccording to the

decree, they put to death the women who had their children circumciéahd their families and those

who circumcised them; and they hung the infants frainlK SA NJ Y2 i KSNE Q y SO1 a ®¢ Obw{ 0
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These outrages would lead to a revolt that would eventually kick the Seleucids out of Palestine- The r
volt was named after the nickname of one of its greatest leadeWdzRI & al OOl 6 Sdzax 2 NJ
KIFI'YYSNE &

The revolt tarted when a Priest from Modein named Mattathias refused to commit an apostasy o
RSNBR o6& (KS YAy 3 athias ¥rfed uphkilingsb@ttiRad bffjicdr of tha king,iand a Jew
that agreed to commit the apostasy. 1 Maccabees 283kscribes thescene:

&When he had finished speaking these words, a Jew came forward in the sight of all to offer sacrifice on

GKS fGFNIAY az2RSAYS | GtUBeNRdtyttias sa® it, GekbGrnell witf & and 02 YY I Y R ¢
his heart was stirred. He gave vent tighteous anger; he ran and killed him on the alf3At the same

GAYS KS {1 Aff SR (K SdnythemIoBacrifidgeFahdhd B HowiKtBe aléat..a F 2 NJ

TekSYy alGidrGKAFE ONASR 2dzi Ay GKS (2 ¢yealadfirkhe  f 2dzR O
fl 6 YR &adzZllLl2 NI a GKS &phehdy ang his sahg fiedto thedkills aadieit Kl thetS H Q

GKSe8 KFER Ay (KS (2g5y d¢ Obw{ 0

Mattathias may have fled to the hills, but a great revolt would grow out his actions. Mattatliakl w

only live for another year, but the revolt would succeed under the leadership of his five; o, &

mon, Judas, Eleazer, and Jonathan. Three of them would lead the rebel forces in successiom{Judas, J
nathan, and Simon), and two would rise teethosition of High Priest and Ruler of Judea dtlan and
Simon).

When Mattathias was on his deathbed, he turned the reins of the revolt over to his son Judas. The
scene is described by'tentury Jewish historian Flaviussé@phus:

L SEK2 pdiialye ® daffee Sn with another; and in what excellency any one of you exceeds
FYy20KSNE (G2 @AStR G2 KAY &2 FINE FyR o6& GKFG YSkya @
you then esteem Simon as your father, because he is a man of exmaoydrudence, and be governed

by him in what counsels be gives you. Take Maccabeus for the general of your army, becauseuwsf his co

rage and strength, for he will avenge your nation, and will bring vengeance on your enemies. Admit

among you the righteous Y R NBf A 3A 2dza s | y RlewistrAn¥idiifigsBodk K5 GhsptetJ2 ¢ S NIb ¢

6)

Judas won a number of battles against the Seleucids, and in December of 164 B.C., Judas occupied the
Temple area in Jerusalem, and cleansed andedicated the Temple. #&r the rededication, the Je-

ish Festival of Hanukkah was established, and it is still celebrated today. The establishment sf the fe
tival is cescribed in 1 Maccabees 4:59:

“Pfhen Judas and his brothers and all the assembly of Israel determined thatymar at that season
the days of dedication of the altar should be observed with joy and gladness for eight daysijifggiith
thetwenty¥ AFGK RIFI&@ 2F (GKS Y2y (iK 2F / KA&t SQowé Obw{ 0

In c. 160 B.C, Judas fell in battle against Seleucid commanderidgscch Maccabees commemorated
0KS S@SyilG o6& dzaAay3a fly3adza IS (KIG KFR KSNBGI2F2NB :

2, A LA

pastcal 246 Aa (KS @It APENBRIYarmR: 8t By GKIG RSt
¢tKS NB@Z2td RARYQUG SyR g A théughil KiSbroth& dndthar? and lsfeizRis a a | (
brother Simon took over the leadership of the revolt. By skillful manipulation of a state of disorder in

the Seleucid line of succession, Jonathan was eventually named High Priest. After his death, his brother
Simon took over as ruler, and in c. 142 B.C. the last vestiges of Seleucid costea|afrided:
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&"In the one hundred seventieth year the yoke of the Gentiles was removed from [Eeae, the people
began to write in their documents and contracLy G KS FANRG &SIFNJ 2F {AY

A y (K:
O2YYlIYRSNIJ FYyR fSIRSNI 2F -f2KNRSWSgad®Qe om al OOF6SS

2
a MoYr
Descendents of Mattathias would rule as High Priests and ethnarchs until the time of Herod the Great

(37 A.D.) This long period ofridy rule is known as the Hasmonean Dynasty.

Three books of the Apocrypha record events of the MaccabeaoliR1, 2, 4 Maccabees).

The Great Debate authoritative or not?

Timeline

Date Event

c. 90 A.D. | Jewish rabbis fix the Old testament canon at @euncil of
Jamnia in Palestine, leaving out the books that oply a
peared in the Septuagint (Note: Some scholars dispute
whether this Council ever actually took place)

c. 382 St. Jerome begins his translation of the Bible into Latin

A.D. Vulgate). J®me views that only Hebrew texts are autho
itative, but grumpily includes the Apocryphayavay

1534 Martin Luther places the Apocrypha in a separate sectig

between the Old and New Teshents
c. 1536 Menno Simon, leader of the Anabaptist movemert; a
cepts the Apocrypha as canonical

1546 Roman Catholic Council of Trent approves the inclusion
the Apocrypha in the canon

1629 The Apocrypha is omitted from the King James Version

1646 Westminster Confession places the Apocrypha on the
alFYS f SORX Ktz¥| f2aKBGAYyaé

1827 British and American Bible Societies decide to omit the

Apacrypha from their Bible editions

The great debate whether the Apocrypha should be viewed as auttative or not by Christians, has
raged for 2,000 years. In the eaglgars of the Church, it was natural for Christians to use the Greek
Septuagint translation of the Bible, as this was thglaage most familiar to them. As such, many of the
Early Church fathers quoted from the Apocrypha in the same way that they quatedtiie New and

Old Testaments. However, there was some discord, even as early d%ctlaetury.

In 382 A.D., St. Jerome was asked by Pope Damasus to translate the Bible int;
640 KS a+ erbniklfel tBat anlgp Hebréw texts were authorifae. He therefore k

rejected the Greek additions to the Septuagint, but, under pressure, still incluj/
GKSY Ay (KS +dzZ IWiEEf Ot f Ay3 GKSY ol

hy GKS 20§KSNJ SYyR 2F (KS &L OO0 NHzy =gyW|
believed in the canonity of the Greek additions to the Septuagint, as he abared | |\ itk -
the Septuagintranslationto be divinely inspired. St. Adhasius (c. 29873 A.D.), flill {_x\ "347
whose list of books of the New Testament would become the standard of the-Cae=
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tian world, took a middleriew, stating in his 367 A.D. Paschal letter:

"...that there are other books besides these not indeed included in the Canon, but appointed bg-the F
thers to be read by those who newly join us, and who wish for instruction in the word of godliftess.
Wisdom of Solomon and theWisdom of Sirachand Esther and Judith, and Tobit, and that which is
called the Teaching of the Apostles, and the ShepherdAthafasiusFestal Letter 3%emphasis aded)

l dz3dza Ay SQa OASg ¢2dzZ R ICAEKS IChutclz wolldirldz® k& Apbeyyphal G K S v
0221a AY GKS /FiGK2ftAO . A0fSZ FaaA3ayArAy3 GKSY (KS 2
tier of the canon. This view was made official at the Council of Trent in 1546, whidéneoed:

A wyowe that] does not accept these entire books, with all their parts, as they have customarily been
read in the Catholic Church and are found in the ancient editions of the Latin Vulgate, as sacred and c
Y2y AOI f d¢

The Orthodox Church, which generally uies Septuagint as its primary translation, also accepts the
Apocrypha as canonical, and adds other books not included in the Vulgate (such as 1 Esdras,@3 & 4 Ma
cabees and Psalm 151).

The most heated debates regarding the authoritathass of the Apocnim began in the Reformation.
In 1534, Martin Luther placed the books of the Apptra in a separate section between the Old and
New testaments, and commented:

G! LRONRBLKES (GKIFIG A&z 022148 6KAOK NB yzéareusduldl R Sljdz f
FYR 322R (2 NBI Rbé

CKAA LRaAGAZ2YI 2F O2dzNAS>S Aa 2yfteé YAfR{&@ RAFFSNBY
real difference of opinion occurred with $%entury Calvinists (Puritans) who successfully lobbied to
have the followmng section added to the 1646 Wesinster Confession:

lo® a¢KS 062214 O2yyvyz2yfteée OFtftSR ! LI2ONBLKIXZ y2G o0SAy13
the Scripture, and therefore are of no authority in the Church of God, nor to be any otherppsevad,
2NJ YIRS dza8S 2F3x (KIFy 20§KSNJ KdzYty gNRAGAYy3Iaodé

The Calvinist argument against the canonicity of the Apocryphdtitvadlly includes these points:

The books of the Apocrypha are not part of the Jewaton

While 90% of the New Testament referencesthie Old Testament are from the Septuagint, there
are no New Testament refences to the Apocrypha

Jerome rejected the Apocryphal books

There are geographical and historical errors in some of the Apocryphal books (Judith nfipiegxa
None of the author®f the Apocrypha claimed divine insgiion

Lying and assassination are accepted as tools for good in one loiik)J

=a =4

1
T
1
T

To balance out the argument slightly (without taking a stand one way or another), it should be noted:
1 As mentioned previously, the DeéeSea Scrolls have given new status to the authoritatr®ss of

the Septuagint, which may have come from a different Hebrew Source than the one patervead
by the Jewish Rabbis (the Masoretic Text)
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1 The book of Jude in the New Testament actuddigsrefer to two apocryphal works the Assunp-
tion of Moses, and 1 Enoch (although these two books are not included in that&u

1 One of the reasons that Jerome rejected the Apocryphal books was because they were written in
Greek, not Hebrew. Yet later evidan (including the Dead Sea Scrolls) indicate that many of the
books of the Apocrypha were originally written in Hebrew (carsaic).

1 One of the reasons that the apocryphal books were rejected by the Jewish rabbis is because they
believed that the age of kelation ended with Ezra. Christians, of course, believe that the age of r
velation ended with the death of John the Apostle, theoretically extending the time of revelation to
include the riod in which the Apocrypha was written.

The argument continuetday. The Church of England includes the Apocrypha in their Bible editions,
0dzi aGALMzZ I 6Sa GKFdG GKS& OFyQdh 0SS dza SR-NaeA- LINER @3S
ticles). The Lutheran Church typically views them as useful for studyobuin the same level as the

books of the Old or New Testament canon.

Books of the Apocrypha

Book Date Original |a- Accepted by:
guage

DS{, Dead Sea Scrolls; RRoman Catholic Church; Q©rthodox

Church; EE Ethiopic Church; *not in the Septagint

Tobit c. 225175 B.C.| Hebrew or RC, OC

Aramaic (DSS)

Judith 2" century Hebrew? RC, OC
B.C.

Greek Esther | 2" century Greek RC, OC
B.C.

Wisdom of 1% century Greek RC, OC

Solomon B.C.

Sirach c. 200 B.C. Hebrew (DSS)| RC, OC

Baruch 2" century B.C| unknown RC, OC

Letter of &- 3% century unknown RC, OC

remiah B.Cc 1™ cen-
tury A.D.

Prayer of Aa- | 2" century unknown RC, OC

riah & The B.C.

Song of the

Three Jews

Susanna (& 2" century unknown RC, OC

niel Chater B.C.

13)

Bel & the Da- | 2™ century unknown RC, OC

gon (Daniel B.C.

Chapter 14)

1 Macabees | 2" century Hebrew RC, OC
B.C. (after 135
B.C.)

2 Macebees | 1% century Greek RC, OC
B.C.

1 Esdras 100 B.C. unknown OC, appendix
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Book Date Original lan- Accepted by:
guage
in the Vulgate
Prayer of M- | 2" century unknown OC, appendix
nasseh * B.C. in the Vulgate
Psalm 151 By David? Hebrew (DSS)| OC
3 Macabees | 1% century Greek ocC
B.C.
2 Esdras* 1% century Hebrew/Greek | Slavonic Bible
A.D. (3 Esdras);
appendix in
the Vulgate (4
Esdras)
4 Macabees | 63 B.G; 70 Greek Appendix to
A.D. Greek Bible
1 Enoch * 2"-1%cenw- | Aramaic (DSS)| EC, (20 copies|
ries B.C. found in DSS)

Tobit

Tobit is a story of a pious Jew living in Ninevah during the Assyrian occupation of Northern Israel in the
7" century B.C. The author and naesake of the story, Tobit, gseblind as the result of committing a
pious actg burying a Jew who had been stigdled in the marketplace.

Tobit is not the only person with problems in the piece. A woman named Sarah is possesseet by a d
mon named Asmodeus with dire camgiences:

#Forshe had been married to seven husbands, and the wicked demon Asmodeus had killed each of them

before they had been with her as is co¥tk NE F2NJ gA @S a ¢ 60¢20A0 oYyZ bw{=+0
As the result of prayers of supplication from Sarah and Tobit, the angel Rapkast t® heal both of
GKSY® ¢CKNRdAK I aASNASAE 2F S@Syilaz GKS azy 27F ¢2c¢

an angel), and:

1 Marries Sarah

9 Casts out the demon Asmodeus, using a-faklling concoction made up of a fish liver and heart
reconmended by the AngeldRhael

9 Heals his father of his blindness using the same ctito

The pious Tobit lives to the ripe old age of 112, and his son lives to 117.

In addition to the moral lesson that the pious are eventually rewarded in this lifeldsitoithe message

in Job), Tobit is characterized by flasheswhbr. Two examples:

1 ltisthesmel2 ¥ GKS FTAAK 02y 0200A2y 6KAOK RNAGSaE (KS

T ¢KSNE Aa | g2yRSNFdzZ aO0SyS i KvaistKdiga grive fdyduiya
Tobias on the night of his wedding, because of the possibility that he may be killed by the demon b
fore the morning. When a maid discovers that Tobias is quite alive, Raguel has the grave fled in b
fore the sun rises.

RS

FlaF
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Rekvance to Christianity

Tobit is of interest in a Christian context because it helps illate the intense Jewish interest in angels
and demons during the IntéFestamental period (see 2 Esdras and 1 Enoch for more on theme). In the
New Testament, Jesusides out many demons, but the concept is pretty much absent in the Gld Te
tament.

As far as the angel Raphael is concerned, we may view that he ishamgel, because of a statement in
Tobit 12:15:

“Yfam Raphael, one of the seven angels who stahdRe2 | YR Sy i SNJ 0 SF2NB GKS 3If 2NB

The beautiful words spoken by Tobias during his weddingnoany are said to be used by the Amish in
modernday weddings:

&°So she got up, and they began to pray and implore that they might be keptEalfias began by saying,
Y. f SAaSR INB @2dz2 h D2R 2F 2dzNJ ' yOSaili2NARZ yR o0f Saz
heavens and the whole creation bless you forever.
®You made Adam, and for him you made his wife Eve as a helper and suppamt.the two of them
G§KS KdzYly NI} OS KI & &LINYHzy3Id ,2dz aFARXI WLGI-A& y2aG 3z
LISNJ F2NJ KAY tA1S KAYaStFfoQ
I now am taking this kinswoman of mine, not because of lust, but with sincerity. Grant that she and |
mae& FTAYR YSNOE FyR (KFG S YIé& 3INRBg 2ftR (23SHKSNWPQ
§ YR (KSe& 020K &F ARZBWNRNWBY I ! YSydQé 6¢20A0 yYp

Judith

Judith is the story of a beautiful young widow who saveswashetown from the massed troops of King
Nebuchadnezzar. The town is hamed Béthand is unknown outside of this work. It appears to be
located in @maria.

The town is besieged by almost 200,000 troops under army commander Holefernes. Holefernes gives
orders to cut off the water supply ofeBulia, and in a short time, the gitis completely without water.
In despair, the citizens consider surrendering, but Judith gives a passionate speech to the elders of the
G26ys YR O2y@AyO0Sa GKSY (2 tSd KSNJ GNB G2 al @S
though.
Judith eaves Bethulia after making herself as alluring asiptess

&'She put sandals on her feet, and put on her anklets, bracelets, rings, earrings, and all her other jewelry.

Thus she made herself very beautiful, to entice the eyes of all the men who might $€S NX¢ 6 WdzRA G K ™

NRSV)

She is quickly captured by one of the patrols of Holofernes, and taken to the commander. Judith offers
to help Holofernes capture Bethulia. The commander is smitten with her, and gives her free rein to
move around the camp.

Eventually, Judith cuts of the head of Holofernes, after he becomes drunk. The event is described in
some detail:

17



f{KS ¢Syl dzld G2 GKS 0SRLI&AG YSFENI 1 2t 2FSNYSReQ KSRz |
came close to his bed, took hold of theth&ld 2 F KA & KSIFIRXI FyR &FrARI WDAGS YS

L & NJFTBeh bh@ struck his neck twice with all her might, and cut off his Heskt she rolled his body

off the bed and pulled down the canopy from the posts. Soon afterward she wenamitgave Hal-

TSNYSaQ KSI Bwhaifaced BiNheifooll Bag. Then the two of them went out together, as

they were accustomed to do for prayer. They passed through the camp, circled around the valley, and

went up the mountain to Bethulia, and¥sS (2 AdGa 3| -G0SNRE¥) o6 WdzZRAGK Mo Yc

Judith returns to Bethulia in triumph, and the besieging army eventually withdrawals in disarray. The
Elder Uzziah says afdith:

¢ KSy !'TTAIK aFAR G2 KSNE Wh R dz3 Kve SliNdher @dndnoh NB o6 f Sa &
earth; and blessed be the Lord God, who created the heavens and the earth, who has guided you to cut

off the head of the leader of our enemieSYour praise will never depart from the hearts of those who

remember the power of Gocf.OMay God grant this to be a perpetual honor to you, and may he reward

you with blessings, because you risked your own life when our nation was brought low, and you averted

2dzNJ NHZA Y S 6Lt 1Ay3a Ay GKS adNI AIKG LSyoK | oVEHENE 2 dzNJ D2
13:1820, NRSV)

The story of Judith of Bethulia was made into a silent film by D.\fitGi 1913/14.

Still fromJudith of BethuliaD.W. Gffith, 1914
Judith is one of the strongest femaleathcters in all of Jewish tradtiin.

Relevance to Christianity

Out of all of the books of the Apocrypha, this is perhaps the work that causes the raises the most ire
among some Protestant groups. Among the ctipms:

1 The book contains historical and geographical errors. The fisti® in the first verse of the first
chapter, which tells us that King Nebuchadnezzar ruled over the Assyrians in Nineveh. Mebucha
nezzar, of course, was the ruler of the Blamians, not the Assyrians.

1 The book seems to accept lying, deceit, and assaissn, as tools for good

Martin Luther had a milder point of view regarding Judith:

G¢KS 06221 2F WIdZRAGK A& y24 F KAAG2NE® LG FOO2NRa yz2i
of the saints, composed by some good man; to the end hénsigow how Judith, a personification of the

Jews, as Goftkaring people, by whom God is known and confessed, overcame and vanquisted Hol

fenest GKIFG Aax Fff GKS {Ay3dIR2Ya 2F GKS g2NIROPOPOLG Aa |
(Martin Luther, Table TalkChapter 24)
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Esther (Greek version)

¢tKS aDNBS|T 9aiKSNE O2yilAya &aAE fSy3aidikKe |RRAGAZY A
tament, including two letters (proclamations) by Kingakerxes, prayers by Esther and Mordeeaid a

dream (and interpretation of the dream) by the latter. The most striking difference in the Greek Esther,
0K2dzAKZ A& GKS FILO0G GKIFIG GKS 62NR daD2Ré 2N [ 2 NRé
tioned once in the Hebrew Esther!

In the Helbew Esther, most of the positive action happens as the result of the personal bravesy or r
sourcefulness of the twodnoes, Esther and Mordecai. In the Greek Esther, most of the action is as a
NBadzZ G 2F D2RQa gAff o Iy @hiBvited Edthér inviades thekither Edury 2 dza &
of the Kingg an act punishable by death, unless looked upon favorably by the King. In the Helorew ve

sion, Esther is spared because the King seems glad to see her. In the Greek version, Esther is-spared b
cause 6the direct ntervention of God:

c’x7Lifting his face, flushed with splendor, he looked at her in fierce anger. The queen faltered, and turned

pale and faint, and collapsed on the head of the maid who went in front offilen God changed the

spirit of the king to gentleness, and in alarm he sprang from his throne and took her in his arms until she

OFrYS (2 KSNAStTP IS O2YF2NISR KSHINBIV)I K a220KAYy3I 62NR32

Wisdom of Solomon

¢tKS 2A&aR2Y 2F {2t 2Y2Yy A derature,&ithitadin si/I€ to suShoONIT éstaraeath 8 R2 Y
books such as Job and Proverbs. As in ProverlsdpWiis characterized as being female. While the

G2N] Aa SYydAiduftSR G¢KS 2AaR2Y 2 fceft@fBRCYRW.£¢> AG Aad Y

Relevanced Christianity

Unlike the aforementioned Job, which posits that the righteous are rewarded in this life, and that evil is
punished in this life, the Wisdom of Solomon makes extensive references to an afterlife fortihe rig
teous, and a final punishment ftie evil. These are, of course, themes that would flower in Christianity
a century later. Some emwples:

&"°But the righteous live forever, and their reward is with the Lord; the Most High takes care of them.

®*Therefore they will receive a glorious @ and a beautiful diadem from the hand of the Lord, because

GAOGK KAada NAIKG KIYyR KS gAaftt O20SN) GKSYZ YR gAGK KAA
(Wisdom of Solomon, 5:156, NRSV)

&°They will come with dread when their sins are reckoned up, and their lavdesds will convict them

to their face.

Then the righteous will stand with great confidence in the presence of those who have oppressed them

and those who make light of the&lors.

“When the unrighteous see them, they will be shaken with dreadful faad, they will be amazed at the

unexpected salvation of the riggous.

3They will speak to one another in repentance, and in anguishiof 8y will groan, and say,

MeKSEAS | NB LISNE2YA 6K2Y 65 ydofdbbrepiodel Rolsthyt wRWeNR & A 2y Y R
2SS (K2dZaAK4G GKFd GKSANI t A@Sa 6SNB YIRySaa B4R GKFG GF
NRSV)

The Wisdom of Solomon was so widely read in the early Christian Church, that it actually appears in one
prototypical list ofNew Testanentbooks (Muratori @non (c. 200)).
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Sirach (or Ecclesiasticus)

Unlike many books in the Bible, we know exactly who wrote Sirach, and who translated it into Greek.
The massive work was written by Jesus ben Sirachyiahlecribe, probably around 200 B.C

& Instruction in understanding and knowledge | have written in this book, Jesus son of Eleazarison of S
NI OK 2F WSNHzal ft SYZ ¢6K2aS YAYR LRdINBER FT2NIK gAAR2Y®E

The Greek translation was done by his grandson in 132 B.C.:

a © ¢ ¢ andfatiBer JBNG, who had devoted himself especially to the reading of the Law and the Prophets
and the other books of our ancestors, and had acquired considerable proficiency in them, was hiimself a
so led to write something pertaining to instruction andsiRiz Y @ ® @ &

G, 2dz FNB AYyQ@AGSR GKSNBT2NB (2 NBIR Al 6AGKed22ReAT
spite our diligent labor in translating, we may seem to have rendered some phrases imperfectly. For what

was originally expressed in Hebreweas$ not have exactly the same sense when translated into another

language. Not oly this book, but even the Law itself, the Prophecies, and the rest of the books differ not

F fAGGES 6KSYy NBIFR Argth, NRSY) 2 NA IAY L f dé Ot NPf 23dzSx {

SirachisanotheB EI YLX S 2F WSGAEAK ao6AaR2YE fAGSNI (dgNBX aAY
ful advice on many diverse topics, from friendshipnwem and the sin of pride, to inappropriate speech.

Also, perhaps the most famous phrase in all of the Apocryplantained in Sirach. In the introduction

to a lengthy section describing the fine attributes of various heroes of Jewish history (Enoch, bloah, A

NI} KFYZ a2adSax Si0d0z {ANIOK aidlidSax a[Si dza y2¢6 a

Also of interest in Sih is a description of the activities of the scribes. Many scholars believe that the
scribes were the beginning of the Plsgimovement. Sirach comments:

&'He seeks out the wisdom of all the ancients, and is concerned with prophecies;

he preserves theayings of the famous and penetrates the subtleties of parables;

*he seeks out the hidden meanings of proverbs and is at home with the obscurities of parables.

*He serves among the great and appears before rulers; he travels in foreign lands and leatris goiod

and evil in the human lot.

°He sets his heart to rise early to seek the Lord who made him, and to petition the Most High; he opens

KAa Y2dziK AY LINF @SN FYR | &85 NRSWIF NR2y TFT2NJ KA& aAyaodé C

Baruch

Baruch is purportedly written bthe scribe of the prophet Jeremiah (see Jeremiah 32:12, 36:4). It is
more likely written in the 2 century B.C. by annknown Jewish author.

Baruch is written in three parts.
The first part is a prayer of confession and petition read to the deposegld€iJudah, Jeconiah, and-la
er sent to Jerusalem. It contains artwawing description of the destruction of the Jews in the time of

Nebuchadnezzar:

&'So the Lord carried out the threat he spoke against us: against our judges who ruled Israel, asd again
our kings and our rulers and the people of Israel and Jutliider the whole heaven there has not been
done the like of what he has done in Jerusalem, in accordance with the threats that were written in the
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law of Moses®Some of us ate the flesh of¢ir sons and others the flesh of their daughtelide made

them subject to all the kingdoms around us, to be an object of scorn and a desolation among al-the su

rounding peoples, where the Lord has scattered théfhey were brought down and not raised ,uge-

cause our nation sinned against the Lord our God, innotheg3 KA a @2 A GRSV) 6. I NHzOK w°

¢tKS aSO2yR LINI Aa Ay (KS WRENDOIEHERAWK YR NI R dir2 i
of Proverbs.

The final section contains eauragement for Israel, assuring the faithful that eventually God will return
Israel to the Chosen People:

&For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made low and the valleys
filled up, to make level ground, so thatIsrael @ ¢ £ 1 al ¥FSte Ay (KS JIt2NEB 2F D2

Relevance to Christianity

Some early translations (the Vulgate, among others) of Baruch stated in Baruch 3:&btistpeared
on earth and lived with human kind. The following is an example:

¢t KAAd A& 2dz2NJ D2R6 ! FTiSNBI NR RAR KS aKS¢g KAYAStET dzLi2
Ages Software, 1997)

It appears that the proper translation, though, (as in NRSV) isatlsdbm appeared on earth, and lived
with mankind.

Letter of Jeremah
The Letter of Jeremiah purports to be:

&'A copy of a letter that Jeremiah sent to those who were to be taken to Babylon as exiles by the king of
GKS .loefz2yAltyazr G2 3IAGS G(KSY (G(KS YSaal3asS {(kKIG D2R
NRSV)

It was more likely written at a later date by alldaized Jew.

The primary theme of the Letter of Jeremiah (see Jeremiah-23fbr a description of a similar letter) is
to disparage the worship of idols. The real point seems to be to discourage Helldazedom follav-
ing foreign ways and foreign religions:

&So beware of becoming at all like the foreigners or of letting fear for these gods possesshgmuyou

4SS GKS Ydzt G§AGdzZRS 0ST2NB FyR O0SKAYR (i KdYO Lord,NA KA LIA y 3
GK2Y 6S YdzaA'CG2HMRNBKAWASAt A& gAGK &2dz2 YR K& Aa 6 (0K
miah 6:57, NRSV)

Note that in some Bibles, the Letter of Jeremiah appears apt&@h@ of Baruch.

Prayer of Azariah and the Song of the €erJews

The Prayer of Azariah and the Song of the Three etle first of three additions to the book of Daniel
FTadzyyR Ay GKS {SLiidz 3Aydo LG Aada AYASNISR 683688y

Ay GKS CdzNY I OSEKS yoRK NBCSK SWHg2aye T 2LFdzNdLI2 NI SRt & G NR G U S
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thrown into a furnace by King Nebuchadnezzar when they refused to commit apostasy. Verse 1:66
adrdsSa GKIG 0KSOdKANEBNIKY ASI RSBy @aNBGIKS [ 2 NRY

&°Bless the Lord, Hananiahzariah, and Mishael; sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. For he
has rescued us from Hades and saved us from the power of death, and delivered us from the midst of the
OdzZNYy Ay 3 FASNE TFdzNYyIF OST FNRBY (K& NREIWRAG 2F (GKS FANB KS

The three youths are perhaps better known by their Babylonian nap&sadrach, Meshach, and Abe
nego.

Susanna (Chapter 13 of the Greek Daniel)

Susanna is Chapter 13 of the Book of Daniel in the Sep
gint. It concerns a beautiful woman nath&usanna, who
is married to a rich man namedalam.

The plot develops when two lecherous elders attempt
seduce Susanna in a privatergen. They tell her that if
aKS R2SayQi KIS aSE oAl
was committing debachery witha young man when they
came upon her. The virtuous Susanna refuses thekir
vances, and is later condemned to death on the false t
timony of the etlers.

Of A Y

GKS LIS2LX S awSihadzaNy (2 O2dzNIL X T2 Nusakd4)S YSy KI @

¢KS LI 20 GKAO1Syasr (K2daAK: ¢KSy D2R aalAiANNSR dzLd @
02

In a performance worthy of Perry Mason or Colombo, Danigl 9¢J G Sf & Fala GKS Gg2 f
tree did you see them being intimate with each other? 6 { dza | Yyl pno 2 KSy GKS 0
A6SNEZ {d&byyl A& F2dyR Ayy20Syds IyR GKS (g2 Sfﬁ
from that day onward Daniel had a great regiitA 2y | Y2y 3 (KS LIS?2 |y

Bel & the Dragon (Chaptel4 of the Greek Daniel)

Bel and the Dragon is the third of three Septuagint additions to the boolaef ~
niel. It often gpears as Chapter 14.

¢KS OKFLIWGSNI O2yidlAya (62 IV?ATTSNS)/L,I
t NAS&ada 27 ory, §1&€ Batyloniabsyare ivétrshigping an idol named IZ
(probably the Babghian God Marduk). Through a clever ploy involving spreac 4
ashes on the floor in a supposedly inaccessible room (sounds a bit likelac8h{
Holmes mystery!), Daniel proves to tHéng that Bel does not actually eat thei-dc'®
ly offering of food made to it. It turns out that the priests and their families haa
been sneaking into the room at night through @RiSy Sy i N} y OS> FyR SFGAy3 (K
king putthemtodeath,dR 3+ @S . St 2@SNJ (2 51 yAStsI gK2 &RKRSadNRe
gon 22, NRSV)
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2dziNF 3SR +d GdKAAXZ yR GKNRg 51 yASt Ayd2 | vEA2yQa
ing sustenance by the miraculous intervention of the prophet Kbl

&°Then the angel of the Lord tichim [Habakkuk] by the crown of his head and carried him by his hair;
gAGK GKS &aLISSR 2F GKS gAYyR KS aSi KAY R2g¢y Ay .l o&f:
NRSV)

On the seventh day, the King comes to mourn Daniel, and discovers thastieative. Daniel is g2
cued, and his tormenters are thrown into the den and killed.

1 Maccabees

1 Maccabees is one of the great histories of the ancient world, and is the
most important work in the Apocrypha in terms of describing the key Jewish
Inter-Testamental historical evemtthe Maccabean &olt.

1 Maccabees starts with a brief description of the reign of Alexander the
Great 834-323 B.C.). However, the bulk of the work concentrates on the
period from about 167 B.C. to 134 B.C., starting &itthescription of the -
bellious actions of the priest Meathias, and ending with a description of the
murder of his son Simon (and inskibn of his grandson, John Hyrcanus, as
High Priest).

The hero of the story is, of course, Judas Maccabeus, fomwthe whole revolt (and four Apocryphal
books) are named, with his brothers Simon and Jonathan coming in a close second. The villain of the
LIASOS Aa {StSdzOAR YAyYy3 ! yiA2O0Kdziof L#X2WIENKYLIEI yKST

As | have alreaddescribed tha I OOF 6 Sty wS@2t i Ay a2YS RSGIFIAT Ay |
here. 1 Maccabees recounts the story of the revolt reasonably crisply and soberly, although it does
show a strong bias in favor of the family of Mattathias and lescdndents (the Hasmonean Dynasty),

that would rule Israel for 100 years.

2 Maccabees

2 Maccabees, like 1 Maccabees, tells the story of the Maccabean Revolt. However, it ends aféer the d
feat and death of Nicanor, while Judas is still alive (c. 161 Bliljs, there is no discussion of the line of
succession of the Hasmonean family that appears in some detail in 1 Maccabees (Judas, Janathan, S
mon, John Hynus).

H al OOlFIo6SSa aleéea OGKIFG AG A& lgesOi/aRiteywdhte WorkoEaNE A 2 Y«
Jason of Cyrene (a work which is now lost). It tells us in the preface that itsaukbsti

&°The story of Judas Maccabeus and his brothers, and the purification of the great temple, and ithe ded

cation of the altar’®and further the warsagainst Antiochus Epiphanes and his son Eup?ﬂamd the @-

pearances that came from heaven to those who fought bravely for Judaism, so that though few in number

they seized the whole land and pursued the barbarian hor&fesd regained possession ofeliemple

famous throughout the world, and liberated the city, andegtablished the laws that were about to be

abolished, while the Lord with great kindness became gracious to th&all this, which has been set

forth by Jason of Cyrene in five volume§wa Kl f £ F GGSYLIWG G2 O2y R&NeasS Ayi2 |
2:1923, NRSV)
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