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churches have quality, Biblicalbased adukfocused programs. Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to
dowy L & F Rdzf G SRdzOF GA2y X F20dzaAy 3 ts@fy or @Euirig Br\ileyieRds ofS R dzO | .
0KS adzy OKdzNOKSRE¢ I ¢ K S diandittetldigyOadie offiedzidifposelydign®ed.dzNO K KA & U

Yet there is a strong need for adult educatifmtused on both the Bible and the basic tenets and history of the
Faith. Among the @sons:

1 Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the chqixttult Sunday School classes/Bible
studies may be their first serious introduction to wi@ristianity is all about
91 Christianity (and especially Evangelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular
culture (movies, music, etc.). We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith against a
tack (ortoprok RS | eFSFlaARBE Ra t SGSNJ area Ay m tSGSNIoYmpoO
1 Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history
of their Faith

To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faittl those just starting out in the

G{ OK22t 2F /KNRAaAlGé0X LQ@BS 6NAGGSY + &ASNARSaE 2F O2dz2NESa
Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church. The topics representeddrctheses are
AYGiSYyRSR (2 020K TvdihiditheSdith, akn@ll asBbeiNgias @ dtdrting/pdi® tor Christian-apol

getics.

While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High Schdel and Co
lege projects, especially the courses focused prilp@n historical aspects.

One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestampoiet (I come from a Reformed
Church background), but I hope I've given ample time to othémtpaf view throughout the various courses.
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Introduction

Actsof the Apostlesis the grand and exciting story of what is sometimes SNNBR (G2 | a GKS
O K dzN\gJIh& éhurch of theApostles Acts is the story of how the views of an obscure Jewish Messianic
group spread throughout the Mediterranean and beyond in under two gatimrs. Acts is the story of

the two greatest eangelizingApostlesc Peter and Paul.

TheActs of theApostles along with theGospel of Lukdorm one of the great histories of the ancient
world. And the author, Luke the Physician, must rate among the great historians of all time.

A note on the fomat of this course; while | generally follow the typical verdg-verse format of a Bible
O2YYSyYyill NBEXI Ay (G(KS RA&aOdzAaaArA2ya 27F -babedztod@mentsih & aA 2 VY |
rather than a verseébased one.

Authority

Unlike, say, Revelatioor 2 John/3 John, there appears to have never been any controversy regarding

the inclusion of Acts in the New Tastent canon. Irenaeus in his c. 180 A.Bgainst Heresieguoted

from Acts 194 times. Acts appears in the mysterious Muratori Canongradrdary list (85 lines) datg

to c. 200 A.D., named (after its 18tbntury dscoverer, Lodovico Muratori).

INEusdo A dzA Q KAAaAG2NE 2F GKS OKdzZNOKIX gNARGGSY O® ouwp ! d
of the New Testament canon:

THE DIVINEERIPTURES THAT ARE ACCEPTED AND THOSE THAT ARE NOT.

SINCE we are dealing with this subject it is proper to sum up the wriinpe New Testament which
have been already mentioned. First therust be put the holy quaternion of the Gospéistlowing them
the Acts of the Apostles. Ecclesiastical Histy, EusebiusBook 3, Chapter 2%mphasis added

Saint Athanasius includes Acts in his 367 Bsbof books of the New Testament. The below list is the
oldest extant list of books that make up our madeday New Testament:

5. Again it is not tedious to speak of the [books] of the New TestarTémse are, the four Gospels;-a
cording to Matthew, Mark, Luke, anbhn. Afterwardsthe Acts of the Apostles and Epistles (called Gat
olic),seven, viz. of Jaes, one; of Peter, two; of John, three; after these, ondwde. In addition, there
are fourteen Epistles of Paul, written in this ord€he first, to the Romans; then two to the Corinthians;
after these, to theGalatians; next, to the Ephesians; thenthe Philippians; then to th€olossians; after
these, two to the Thessalonians, and that to tHebrews; and again, two to Timothy; one to Titus; and
lastly, that toPhilemon. And besides, the Revelation of Jotirom the thirtyninth Letter of Holy Atiina-
sius, Bishop of Alerdria, on the Paschal festivamphasis added

Authorship and date

The author of Acts has always been viewed as Luke the Physician, a companion of Paul on his Missionary
journeys (see Col 4:14, 2 Tim 4:11, Philemon 1:24). Atteastecond part of Acts is probably an eye

witness account.Acts appears to have been the secqatt of[ dzZ] SQ& 3INBIF G KA &G2NE 217
naeus, in his c. 180 A.Bgainst Heresiesestablishes Luke as the author of the Gospel carrying his

name, ad also establishes Luke as a camipn of Paul:



"Matthew also issued a written Gospel among the Hebrews in their own dialect, while Peter and
Paulwere preaching at Rome, and laying the foatidns of the Church. After their departure, Mark, the
discipleand interpreter of Peter, did also hand down to us in writing what had been preached by Peter.
Lukealso, the companion of Paul, recorded in a book the Gospel preached by him. Afterwards, John, the
discipleof the Lord, who also had leaned upon His breakd himself publish a Gospel during hisites
dence atEphesus in Asia.AQainstHeresieslrenaeus Book 3, Chapter 1)

Eusebius in hiEcclesiastical Histosays this of Luke:

But Luke, who was dfntiochian parentage and a physician by professiom aho wasespecially int

mate with Paul and well acquainted with the rest of thpostles has left us, in two inspired books, proofs

of that spiritual healingrt which he learned from them. One of these books is the Gospel, wki¢bsi-

fies that he wree as those who were from the beginning eyénesses and ministers of the word del

vered unto him, all of whom, as t&ays, he followed accurately from the first. The other book is the Acts

of the Apostleswhich he composed not from the accounts of othdpsit from what he had seen himself.

And they say that Paul meant to referftodzl SQ&4 D2 alLJSf G6KSNBEGSNE +a AF &LISI
own, heusedi KS ¢g2NR&x alF OO2NRAYy3I (2 Y& D2alL)St ®é¢ 69dzaSoAdzaz

As to[ dz| de@hgMartyrs Mirrorstates:

Respecting his end, some write that, while preaching in Greece, he was hanged by the ungodly to a green
olive tree; others relate that he was in the eigifturth year of his age, at the time of his death

Acts makes no mention of the Destructiofithe Temple in 70 A.D., so it was probably written before
0KSy ® {AYyOS Al R2SayQi NaBIFwiNdn before 666 A.R Jkrials i2 Tt | ¢
the early 60s A.D.

Quiz
1. T/F There was great controversy in the early church over whetlher Acts of theApostles
should be included in the new $fament canon
T/F Actsrecords the death of several of thgpostles
3. T/FThe first great council of the Christian Church, the Jerusalem Council, is recorded\ttighe
of the Apostles
T/F Paul of Taus was a follower of Jesus while Jesus nemmate on earth
5. T/F The first apostle to propose a ministry to the Gentiles was Paul

N

»

6. T/F While Paul was imprisoned in Caesarea and Rome, he was sorely mistreated by his Roman
captors

7. T/F While Paul was imiponed in Caesarea, he tried to bribe tR®@man governor to beer
leased

8. ¢tk C t I dzf Q& w2l R (i 8oubtedncaidazms SELISNASYyOS A& NI

9. T/F TheApostle who makes the final decision regarding the ministry to the Gentiles at the Jer
salem Council is Pate

10. T/F Paul went on all three of his missionary journeys witim&zas

Chapter 1

Chapter 1 of Acts describes the somewhat chaotic time forApestlesimmediately before and after
the Ascension of Christ.



Verse 1The basis for the assumption that tisame author wrote both th&ospel of Lukand Acts of
the Apostlescan beseen by comparing the third verse of Luke with the first verse of Acts:

Therefore, since | myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also
to me to write an orderly account for yomost excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the dainty
of the things you have been taugltft.uke 1:34, NI\ emphasis aded)

In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to téacho ! O a mYmMI blL+
emphasis added)

b2dS GKIFId 020K 0221a& INBE IRRNBAaAaSR (2 a¢KS2LIKAT dz
the New Testament (he was probably a gentile convert of Paul, but that is all we know about him). Also,
notethatin ActmmYmM> (GKS FdziK2NJ NBTFSNR (2 ayeée FT2NN¥SNI 6221¢

Verse 3:Background on the period following the resurrection, bafdre the ascension.

Verses 48: Jesus tells them to wait in Jerusalem, where they will batibad by the Holy Spirit. €h
powertheyrecd S FNRBY GKAAa 0l LiemyYinessed i Jerushlén? and il & Sudeall 2 &
and Samaria, and to the ends of the eaith. ¢ 2 (GKS SyR& 2F GKS Sd-NIKé A
rizes the spreading of the goods news beyond the Jewish contyrtonGentiles.

Verse 9A description of the Ascension.

Verses 10l1: ¢ 62 aVYSYy RNBA&ASR Ay, pokiseleipostestidPChristonill@- | y 3 St 2
turn someday the same way he ascended.n@pare with John 20: 103.

Verses 1214: An explicitlist of the key members of theearliest Christian Church!Present were the

Apostles an unspecified number of his female followers, and his mother and brothers, assumedly i

cluding James the Just who would later be (according to Eusebius) the firgh bishbeusalem:

Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew;
James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. They all joined together constantly
in prayer, along with the women and Matlye mother of Jesus, and with his brother@cts 1:1214, NIV)

Verses 18.7: Even before Pentecost, Peter assumes a leadership position in the church. Note that the
Chrgtian Church, which numbers about 2 billion members today, had 120 membersGrAcD3

Verses 180: The fate of Judas is describ@mmpare with Matthew 27:30). Peter discusses theen
cessity of replacing Judas as one of the Twelve.

Verses 2922: Peter establishes the criteria for baoing one of the Twelveg the replacement rast

KIS 658K dza GKS ¢gK2fS GAYS (GKS [2NR WSadza ¢Syl
baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up frorb és teaefectice Fnade it impossible for

later Apostles(Barnabas, Paul, Andronicusnias)i2 0S O2y aARSNBR ApbstlasKS a2
This may have led to some of the later animosity between Paul and the Twelve.

Verses 2326: Matthiasis chosen as the replacement for Judas Iscariot, using ddldanechanisnx
the Apostlesnominatetwo men (the first church nomirtang committee!), but leave the final choice to
Divine intervention by choosing lots. Some Amish anadeites still use this twdold mechanism
today for choosing elders.



One could make the case that this procedure ddamot have happened prior to the baptism of the Holy
Spirit, promised by Jesus. After adisuls had told theApostlesto go to Jerusalem angait. Perhaps
James the Just (the brother of Jesus) or Paul was meant to be the Twelfth Apdstithiasis rever
mentioned again in Acts or anywhere else in N@vTestament.

Chapter 2

Chapter 2 is one of the most important chapters in Acts. It starts out with a description of the-Pent
cost, and goes on to chronicle the first sermon in the history of théstdm church.

Verses #4: Aglorious description of the Pentecost!

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing
of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they wilirg. They saw what
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak imet tongles as the Spirit enabled them. (Acts-2;INIV)

As a result of this baptis of the Holy Spirit, thé\postlesare able to speak in othdanguags. Thisl-
lows the crowds to hear thApostlesin their own tongues

Acts2:5MHY ¢KS tSyis802ai aedad Kb LLISYy SR OOdzNI I 1

g A0K -faaing RwsNB Y SPOSNE yIF A2y dzy RSN KSI O G ¢KS 3l
sound of the Pentecost, and then heahe Apostlesspeaking to thendt dzOK & K | \\ OK 27F

us hears them in his own nativenR dzk 3 S ¢ ® azald 2F GKS ORf l OASsa |
and makes them wilig to listen to what theApcstlesK @S (12 &l & X

1 0Ga HYMOY XK2@SOSNE aRpysSesohbgingidiirk. ONR & i§ dza SR (K
Acts 2: 1440: Peter preaches the first sermon in the bigtof the Christian Church. H&&

begins by tying the event that justbdLJSY SR (G2 GKS | SoNB g - g dZNB &L
GKS f1aG RIFI@a>X D2R aleéasx L gAff LJ2dzNJ JE & { LJA NX

and resurrection of Jesus to the Old Taesent prophesy of David:

! Library of Congrest AMB, no. 1656 (B size) [P&P]



GTherefore my heart is glad and my tongue ie@s;my body also will live in hop&ecause you will not
abandon me to the gravanor will you let your Holy One see decayPsalm 1@-10, NIV)

Peter then delivers the heart of Christian theology:

Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God magle this Jesus, whom yawucified, both Lord and
Christ [Messiah]. (Acts 2:3Bl1\)

Peter then exhorts the crowd to be baptized, arshazNBS & G KSY GKIF G «a
children and for all who are far afffor all whom the Lord our God fvif OLftte¢ o
there).

¢KS LINRYAA
fAGGE S LIN

Verse 41: In the first altar call in the history of the church, 3,000 people convert to what will later be
called Christianity.

Verses 4247: These verses describe how the early Christians worshippedivaadd including these
points:
1 They devoted themselves to teaching, feliship, the breaking of bread, and prayer
f TheApostlesperformed many wonders andinaculous signs (as Jeshad promisedi K & G KS& QR
be able to do)
1 All believers held everything tommon (similar to the Essenes), and sold their possessions to
give to the poor
T ¢KS& YSO Ay (GKS ¢SYLXS O2dzNliaz yR dS Ay SI OK
1 They continued to increase in number
Thisaforementionedcommunal worship pattern existed only in the primitiveukalem church. There is
no evidence that it ever appeared in the Gentile churchbplily because the Gentile church realized
GKFGO AF GKSe a2fR 2F Fff 2F GKSAN)I L2aaSaarzya |y
money for the churchto s@#A @S 2y Ay GKS ¥Fdzi dzNB @ 0CKS Sé-NIe WwS|
turnwasmYA Yy Sy 4T (Kdzasx (KSe& LINRPolofe gSNBYyQd F20dzaSR
However, this communal form of worship was a model followed by early mimsastich as St. Antony
and St. Benedict.

Chapter 3

In Chapter 3, Peter and John perform a miracle bylihgaa man that was crippled from birth. As the
crowd forms to view the aftermath of this miracle, Peter turns it into a teaching moment

SRR 3 - -

6Saints Peer and John curing the sigk

2 Library of CongredsGDIGppmscal8665



Verses 1216: After castigating the crowd for handing Jesus over to be kiReder identifies how the
man was healed not through some power of Peter or John, but through faith in Jesus Christ. Note how
early this became central teret of Christianity.

Verses 126: 9 @Sy (G K2daAK (KS ONRBGgR Aa 3JdzAf e 2 ReparkS RS
then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the

Lore ® verse Rl Peter addresses what (at the time) was the tricky question of when Christ would r

turn ¢ 6He must remain in heaven until the time comes for Godestare everything, as he promised

long ago through his holy prophétsb ¢ KS LJ & a eérHnkidg Crigt Rith gha Olfiestamsni

prophecies of Moses and Samuel.

Chapter 4

In Chapter 4, Peter and John are arrested and questioned by the Sanhedrin for the firs{TimeeSa-
hedrinhadprobablyT A 3dzNB R ( KI i § KS @& QRng wHen tReyset i motidh the Ferie§ K A & WS
2F¥ S¢oSyita GKIG ¢2dd R fSIR (G2 GKS ONMHZOAFTAEAZ2Y 27F
GNRdzof S¢ HO

Verse 4: Although jailed by the Sanhedrin, the phiag of Peter and John continueto gain followers
to the cause, with 5,000 Christians in existence at this time.

Verses 57: Peter and John are questioned by the same crew that had earlier questioned Jesds, inclu
ing Annasand Caiapha$ ¢ K S @ By-whdt poier of hatiname did you do tKighealthe crip-
pled man].

Verses & m Y t SISNE GFAff SR 6AlGK (KiSbythe dade of Je3udNThiisg = G S
of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you
healedd ¢ eter goes orto quote the famous verses froPsalm 11822 G U KS a2y S @& 2dz o6 dzA
GKAOK Kla 0S02YS (KS OF LA G astisrSobriurdergg&iristiie SéhidedriS.y G A | €

Verse 12: The Christian concept of exclusivity of salvation throughsCwas present in the earliest
days of the church.

Verses 1317: The Sanhedrin realizes that the miracle actually took place, and that Peter and John were
dunschooled, ordinary men ® CKAA fFOGAOSNI LRAYG A& 2ytpinmaay 0 KSE L
LIS 2 LX S¢haw ese &dld anovementthat started out with a group of Galilean fisherman spread

so fast and bcome so prominent, unless by divine intervention?

Verses 182: The Sanhedrin admonish Peter and John against further preathingeter replies that
awe cannot help speaking about what we have seen and hieard

Verses 231: After Peter tells the other followers about the threats made to them by the Sanhedrin,
the followers pray to God, and are filled (by the Holy Spirit) w&itheven greater dedication to spread
the good news.

Verse 3235: A further description of the communal nature of the early church, as well as theiracharit
ble efforts. (See commentary on Chap2e42-47).

10



Verse 3637: Barnabas (described as an apogtl Acts 14:14) makes his first appearance to Acts. We
learn that his given name is Joseph, he is a Levite fgndiNiza > Yy R G KIF G GKS yI YS
of M02 dzNJ ASYSy (¢ @

Barnabas would become an early mentor and sponsor of Paul, introducing liva Apostlesin Jerus-

fSY FFGSNI t I dAf Qa O2yFSNRAAZ2Y D FENYFOlFA FYR tFdzZ &
G/ KNAatGAlFIYyéE ol a FTANRG dzaASRO [ I (S Ndonary joNdey, and & ¢ 2 dzt
seems to have been in alge during at least some parts of the journey. He must have been a large

man, because in Lystra, the people mistook him for Zeus!

Barnabas and Paul were key participants in the Jerusalem Council described in Acts 15. They
represented the view that th&entiles did not have to be circumcised in order to be saved.

Later, Barnabas and Paubuld partcompany in a dpute over John Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. John

alN] KFIR AGRSABNKSERAKKSNVOAYNRAY I G2 t I dzZf Inpany R t | dzt
GKSY 2y KA& a4SO2YyR YAAAADINBEY 2 NI SRYWR  tLHIdzfg | GK 2 &
Barnabas to go with him on his second missionary journey.

Chapter 5

Verses 110: The story oAnaniasand Sapphiras one of the more dif€ult ones in the New Testament.

2 KAfS Al Aa az2yYSGAayvySa SELXFAYSR GKFG ylyAla |FyR
26YySR (2 GKS OKdzZNOK:=Z t SGSNJ IAPSa dza (g2 OfedzSa (K
ter says that Anan@  Kliedito the Holy Spit T A Yy (i Kpphird) PefeSask® Fer How she could

dagree to test the Spirit of the Logd® ¢ K S isiprbtablyBlasptesiNg the Holy SpiritMatthew

12:31:32, Mark 3:29, Luke 12:),0not how much Ananias and Sdyima decided to put in the collection

plate that moning.

Verses 1116: The deaths of Ananias and Sapphispired fear and awe in the people. More and more
people joined the church, and more and more people came toApestles (especially Peter) for héa

ing.

Versesl7-26: Because of the success of their preaching, Apostlesare arrested and jailed by the
Sanhedrin (this would be the secondest of Peter and John in a short time). Tmostlesare rescued
from prison bydivine interventionga | 'y | y3 St 2 Fetuin € preacdlRe = | YR NJ

3 Library of CongredsGDIGppmscal8649
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Verses 2732: Once again thApostlesare brought before the Samdrin and questioned and berated.
hyOS 3FAyS tSGSNI GF 1 Sv& mistobe God Btk fitaneds NP f ST NB LI & A

+SNES on KFa Iy AyGSNBaGAy3 LI N}tfSEt Ay wheeS 55 R
you had killed by hanging him on a teé Ly | &aSSYAy3 YSaaArAlyAaAO NBTS
nvpnwmZ Honotafffict thieSvaak byvasting or hanging...[Let] not the nail approach i

nvpnm Gl S gAftf Fadz2yS F2N) Fff (GKS OKAfRNBY 2F KAa 3Sy
[pelople. His word is like a word of heaven, and his teaching is in accordance with tioé @dd. His

eternal sun will shine, and his light will be kindled in all the corners of the earth, and it will shine in the

darkness. Then the darkness will pass away [frfjom the earth, and thick darkness from the dry land...

They will speak many words agst him, and they will invent many [lie]s and fictions against him and
speak shameful things about him. Evil will overthrow his generation...His situation will be one of lying and
violence [and] the people will go astray in his days, and Inéocmded...

..and do not afflict the weak by wasting or hanging...[Let] not the nail approach him®@dd¢ 6 ¢ NI yaf I (A 3
from The Suffering Servant at Qumran, John J. Collins, Bible Review, Dec. 1993; emphasis added)

Verses 389: We sometimes assume that all Phargeaere against Jesus and his followers, but this is

not entirely true. At one point in Luke, the Pharisees warn Jesus that Herod wants to kill him. iA prom
nent Pharisee on the Sanhedrin, Nicodemus, is a follower of Jesus. Acts 15 records that thétbawere
risees among the early Christian Church. And, of course, Paul announces on several occasions with
some pride that he was trained as a Pharisée.the reference here, thé\postlesare released from

prison by the intervention of the Pharisee Gamaligider whom Paul studied. Gamaliel, along with
Rabbi Hillel, is often considered to be the founder of Rabbinical Judaism.

Chapter 6

In this chapter, the first deacons in the church appa@inted.

Verse 1. Verse 1 shows that divisions were alreaglgpinginto the nascent church (and Acts makes no
attempt to whitewash these divisions). In this case, the divisions are betweeGrihgan JewgHelke-
nized Jews) and thidebraic Jewsover the distribution of alms to iows.

Verses 24 TheApostlesdecide to appoint a comrttee of believers to look after the distribution of
FfYao ¢KS ONRGSNREF F2N) 0KA& y Sheckhddritd e Xu of thed £ | G S NJ
Spirit and wisdord @

Verse 5: The first deacons in the church are app@nRStepheny a man full of faith and of the Holy
Spirit; also Philigprobably not Philip the apostle]Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas
from Antioch, a convert toudlaisme @

Verse 6: The tradition of ordaining by the laying on of hatags here.

Verse 7: Christianity continues to spread, in this case to Jewish priests.

Verses 815: False charges are brought against Stephen (assumedly the same Stephen that was just a
pointed deacon) by some Grecian Jews. Like Jesus, he is saizbobaght before the Sanhedrin; like

12



Jesus, false witnesses are brought against him; and like Jesus,dsassdhof blasphemy becausae

have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this fifleed@emple]and change the @+

toms Moses haded down to ug® ¢ CKA& g2dzZ R 0S5 (K Sfied) peRodFratanmh YS Ay
official of the nascent Christiachurch would be brought before the Sanhedrin for questioning. The
Sanhedrin mustévebeen discoOS NIl SR 0 & { ( thdyka$tifaX hisdaSeQvasiitée $he face of
anangel. ¢ KSaS LJSale /KNRAGAFIYya 2dzad ¢SNByQd 3F2Ay3a (2

Chapter 7

Verses 153: Stephen responds to his questioning by the Sanhedrin by lecturing them on Jewish history,
starting with Abraham, and progssing through 8vid and Solomon. He points out two instances where
the people and their elders reject holy men favored by Gabseph and Moses. He ends his dissert

tion by accusing the Swedrin of doing the same thing:

6 . 2 dznekkigdhpEoble, wh uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just like your fathers: You always
resist the Holy Spirit?ZWas there ever a prophet your fathers did not persecute? They even killed those
who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrza!yqednugevred hiqr 53you
who have received the law that was put into effect through angels but havelm®tto S R (Adtsr: 81653,

NIV)

Verses 5& n'Y {GSLKSY KI a | K Sthedn/of Man sianding &t yhe right 8aNdS K S 2
of God @ { i& Bddraghed out of the city and illegally stoned (only the Romans had the legal
righttooRSNJ | YIy Lizi G2 RS/ {L&rd Jesus, ceivein®y sifiayda d 2 NRyE I fR24 2

not hold this sin against thegrare similar to the words of Jesus the cross.

Stonlng of Stephen fromlartyrs M|rr0r

In verse 58, the first reference in Acts to Saul/Paul is malieanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes
at the feet of a young man named Saul. 2 S RA&A02Q3SNJ Ay /[ KpplodeSolthey G KI
stoning, and possibly ingated it.

Stephen is considered the first martyr in the history of the churabcording thea I NIi & NQ the a A NN2 N
stoning occurred 4 years after the ascension afisth

Such was the end of this upright man Step, to whom the honor of Jesus Christ was dearer than his
own life. It is stated to have taken place in the year thfdyr after the birth of Christ, in the nineteenth
year of the reign of Tiberius, which was the thigighth year of his agelt happened in the seventh year
after the baptism ofChrist

13



Chapter 8

Verses 13. Here we are introduced to the idea of o8aulas a perscutor of the church. Also, we find
out that many of the Jerusale@hristiandhave beergeographicallyscattered as part ahe persecution.
However, like seeds on the wind, the scattering results in Christianity being spread to new areas.

Verses 4: Philip (probably the apostle) preaches in Samaria, and attracts people to the Word through
hedings and exorcisms.

Verses @24: Simon the Magician (&orcere) is an interesting case. According to the text, Simas

already a noted magiciaim Samaria where Philip was preachinf.least at the beginning, his interest

in Christianity seems authentic (verse 13). Howeweverses 18/19, i8ion does the unthinkable he

2TFSNRB Y2y Seée (2Gite&éd Adlhis gbitty s&v#hat gverjioBe ot whom | lay my hands

may receive the Holy Spin € ld GKAA LRAYGZ tSGSNI SaaSydartte G

The earlychurch fathers record that Simon Magus went on to found Gnosticism, Hfend 2 century
A. D. Christian hergs Eusebius records the tradition that Petater fought against the heresy of Simon
Magusin Rome

For immediately, during the reign ofaDdius, the aljood and gracious Providence, which watches over
all things, led Peter, that strongest and greatest of Apostles and the one who on account of his virtue
was the speaker for all the others, to Rome against this great corrupter dfSiifieon Magus]He like a
noble commander of God, clad in divine armor, carried the costly merchandise of the light of the unde
standing from the East to those who dwelt in the West, proclaiming the light itself, and the word which
brings salvation to soulsnd preaching the kigdom of heaven(EusebiusBook 2, Chapter 14)

TheActs Of The HolipostlesPeter And Paudescribes the battle in Rome between Paul (and Peter) and
Simon the Magician. The battle eventually plays out in front of Nero, and adl {Reter, Paul, Simon)
end up dying.

In verses 1417, we discover that 1) it is possible to receive baptism by water without receiving thie bap
ism of the Holy Spirit and 2) baptism of the Holy Spirit could be done b&phbstles(Peter and John in
this ase) by the laying on of hands.

Verse 25: Chapter 8 is when fslale conversions of naefews start, with heavyweights Peter, Paul and
Philip all preaching in Sama.

Verses 2640: This movemertb convertnon-Jews (Gentiles) continues when Philipba A T Etho-+ y &
pian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethipgians
However, note that the eunuch was already a seekdre was reading the book of Isaiah when Philip
came upon him. Even th&postlescoud only convert those that the élly Spirit had already prepared

for convesion.

After the baptism ofi KS Sdzy dzOKX (KS OKI LJi SNJ SSpiRt®f the Kaidkedr I & SSY
denly took Philip away ® 2 KSGKSNI GKA& Aa porkdioy, or Philp simdp§ lefitBeY S &2 N
area at the direction of the Spirit is unclear. Later apocryphal writings od\plostlescertainly inte-

LINSGSR GKAA a G4KS FT2NX¥SNE |a (KS {§AfssfitizMAdst G A2y F
tless @
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Chapter 9

Chapter 9 contains two vitally important instances in the early chgrtthe conversion of Saul (Paul),
and Peter raising Tabitha from the de&d.

The journey of Paul from being a great persecutor of Christians to being their most staunch etangeli

and supporter happened one day on the road to Damascus, Syria, where Paul had been sent ly the Jer
salem high priests to persecute the nascent&h  y O2y INB AL A2y GKSNB® ¢ KS
is congdered so important that it is repeateddress than three times in Acts! (Acts 9, 22, 26)

Versesdl-2: Paul continues his assault on the early church. We find an early name for the nascent Chri
tian movementinverse Za 1 KS 2 | 8 ¢ o

Verses3y Y ¢KS FANRG 2F (KNBS RISHIONB dzHI &4 2§
these points:

T {ldzZA I OGdzrfte Grtila G2 wSadz c')I-fl'jK

S R2Sa
f The people with Saullael KS &2 dzy R 06dzii | fythilg R2 Yy dzh £ £ &
9 Saulis blinded by the experience for three dgysoto to right: The Conveion of
Pauf) :
Versesl0-16: Jesus appears to a Christian in Damascus named Ananias. Christ g%
Ananias to go to Paul, and restore his sight by the laying on of hands. Ananidtaistheg
1Y26Ay3 tdzZ Qa NB LIzl G A 2y rist raplies withIBisN@as Org 2F (KS

t | d£BoEThi& man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles=
their kings and before the people of Israel. | will show him how much he mtfst $ar
Y& Yyl YSde¢

Versesl7-22: Ananias lays his hands Baul, and heals his blindnessssétedly he also baptizes Paul
by the Holy Spirit. Paul then receives (assumedly) the water baptism. Saimimedliatelyo S 3 Aoy & &
preach in the syagogues that Jesus is the Son of @d&d

Verse23-24: Some Jews cspire to kill Saul, but he is eventually saved bydilewers.

Verse=26-30: Saul goes to Jerusalem, but the disciples are afraid of him. Barnabas (introduceaatin Cha
ter 4) becomes his spokesman and mentor. Saul begins to preach to the Greciabuleovsse again,
there is a plot to murder him. He escapes to Tarsus (his home town).

Verses32-43: The chapter now turns its attention to Peter, who is called to Joppa after a believer
named Bbitha (Aramaic) or Dorcas (Greeheaningd 3+ 1 St f 8.éPeter Kalse€s heR ko the dead
after praying by her bedside. As a result, Peter is able to make many convegipan Jo

* My vote for the 3 most important events in the ppeA OSy S OKdzZNDK o6AYy OKNRy2f 23A0LF
conversion 3) the conversion of Constiae
® LOQLAMB, no. 1520 (B size) [P&P]
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Chapter 10

While the Word had spread to nelews before this chapter (the Edpian eunuch; the Samaritans), it is
in this chapterthat the apostle Bter enthusiastically accepts the imsion of Gentiles into the ranks of
the ealy church, after receiving a vision from God.

Versesl-8: A Roman Centurion (about as Gentile as you could géet @efitury A.D.)

named Cornelius and&i FI YA f &F SH N yABZR 6 KA OKpplied ta § St deéL
Gentiles who believe in the God of the Jews. Cornelius has a vision from an angel w

Lord, and he is told to send for a man named Simon Peteppalo L

Verse9-16: Peter,too, has@A a A2y TNRY D2 RiEkindsf fosficoted K ASSa

animals, as well as reptiles of the earth and birds of the air t SGSNI Aa [REEEEENzO i
FYR Stdé¢ Ay (GKS Grarzys 0 dzi t S (WBINfbos
laws¢ d have never eaten anything impure onaleare @ ¢tKS @2A0S8
oDo not call aything impure that God has made clebig ¢KAA fFad

It seemingly rejects the old covenant (Jewish Lelitiaw), and is later intpreted by
Peter to mean that it is OK to spread the Word to Genti(@pto®)

Versesl7-26: While Peter is still pondering the nméiag of the vision, he is told by the Spiidt greet

the three men sent bzanelius The next day they journey to the houséCornelius. Cornelius falls at

KAia FTSSOi Ay NBOS NSHydQplam anlyzd man Siys@fNJ NIB Lot A AT tig £ 1 G SNJI
lar situations where he is worshipped as if he was God himself.

Verse27-29: Peter tells them that under Jewitaw, a Jew should not associate with a Gentilew-Ho
SOSNE Ay GKAA QGddass shbvin me that hsNould riet@all dny Biandmpure or undiéan
Here we discover how Peter interpreted the vision that he had the déyré.

Verses34-43: Péer gives rousing support to the desirability of praa the Word to everyone not
just to Jews. Verse 39another reference to Jesus being hung on a tree. Seermamtary on Chapter
5.

Versesd4-48: After hearing Peter speak, the Holy Spirit caipeneveryonein the room, proving once

and for all that the Word is for all people, not just Jews. Proof of their receiving the Spirit was their abil

ty to speak in tongues, and their praising of God. Peter seals the deal on preaching to the Gentiles by

a | & AGAdanyore keep these people from being baptized with water? They have receivedlyhe H

Spirit just as we havé. ¢t KS OKIFLIWGSNI SyRa 6A0GK / 2NyStAdza | yR K,

Chapter 11

Versesl-18: Peter returns to Jerusalem, amlcriticized by some of the believers for eating in the
house of a Gentile. Peter tells the story we halveay seen in Chapter 10, but adds:

Para L o683Ly G2 aLSl1sE GKS 1 2fé {LANARG OhenGe- 2y GKSY |
membeNBR ¢KIFG GKS [2NR KFER &FARY WW2Ky o6 LIAT-SR 6A0GK ¢
NA '(8@i)God gave them the same gift as he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was | to
GKAY 1l GGKFG L QRuAIRSEI2ZNINIZ2 A4S D2RKE

6 Library of CongressAMB, no. 1332 (AA size) [P&P]
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Thebelievers in Jerusalem accept his explanation, and agree thaadteptableto spread the Word to
the Gentiles.

Versesl9-21: Believers fronCyprus and Cyrengo to Antioch, and preach to the Greeks (Gentiles)
there.

Verses22-24: The eldersn Jerusalem send Barnabas to Antioch to assist with the conversion efforts
there.

Verse25-26: Barnabas bring2aulto Antioch, and the two of them preach in Antioch for a year. Note

the important passage that says that followers of the Word werg fir O f t SR &/ KNRAGA | vy
¢g2 GK2dzalyR &SIFNAR I G§SNE a/ &uNKoatheNdith/ 3¢ NBYlF Aya (K
Verse27-30: A prophet name& Agabus comes to Aiatch and predicts through the Spirit that there will

be a severe famine throughouhe Roman world. Alms are taken up by the disciples in Antioch, and

sent through Barnabas and Saul to Judea.

Chapter 12

Chapter 12 contains the only recorded death of one of Apmstles(except for Judas Iscariot) in the
New Tetament.

Versesl-2: Jasa s a2y 2F %S0SRSSI | YR Apogss ispiit toidéath byd A y y S NJ
sword by Herod Agrippa, the grandson of Herod the Great.

Thedeath of James, son of Zebedeel{ NIl &€ NI)a a A NNEZ NJ

Verses3-5: As part of a general arihristian moverant, Peter is eested (for at least the third time),
and imprisoned.

Verseb-m M Y

SGSNJ A4 NBaOdzSR o6& aly Fy3asSt 2F GKS [ 2N
LINR &2y @ SiS

NJ Budl§ happ@ried wd it is ovdr Eindy Kwas a vision ot dream).
Versesl2-15: Peter goes to the house of Mary, the mother of John Mark (author of the Gospel of

al NJ oo I IANRBdzZL) 2F 0Sft A S @OMEThe MBantgiK BINBemLiaidPetdry 3 T 2
isatthe door. TRe R2y Qi 0Sft A Slhtust lediingat. y R¢ B &I BI &al IS A& &
Fd LINRP2F 2F (GKS O02§{GS LI2 WIFSHO K J0F NRAD y |

17



Versesl6-17: Peter is finally greeted by the believary’ a I N2 ddhe fells tzénSthe story dhe

NE & O @& dames and the brothers about thig t SGSNJ alF&dasxz AYyRAOFNGAYy3
Wdza it 00 NRGKSNI 2F WSadzav Ay (GKS WS NHza lede§ WecaGsé dzND K
he is already dead at this point.)

K

S
6

Versesl8-23: Herod Agrippa orders the guards of Peter to Beceated. Later, he is struck down and
killed by an angel of the Lord:

G Kecause Herod did not give praise to God, aged of the Lord struck him down, and he was eaten by
worms and diedt

Verse24: Against all adversity, the Christian movement continues to grow.

Verse25: Barnabas and Saul complete their mission to Jerusalem and depart, with John Markaaccomp
nying them. John Mark will also accompany themattt8 A Y YAy 3 2 F t | daurteft. FANBRG Y

Chapters 13-14

Chaptes 1314NB O2 NR t I dzf Q&4 FANRG YAaaAzylNEB 22d2NySes |y
journeys. The three missionary journeys of Paul (which combined, were over 6,000 miles in Idhgth!) e
fectively spread th&\Vord of Christianity throughout the GreeRoman world.

t dZA F2fft26SR | 3ISYSNIft LI GGSNY 6KSYy KSQR 32 Ayis:
synagoguec 2 FG Sy G2 GO NISONBEDNEY EAWEK20DBBRASOSR Ay GKS I
accepted the rigors of Mosaic Law. Next, he would often try to create small churches in the homes of

yS6 F2fft26SNB O0[8RAIF YR KSNJ K2dzaSK2f R FaN SEI YL
stances, he would preach in more public arenas (Marsrtithens, for example).

| S
SCENE OF PAULS JOURNEYS
& OF THF TARLY CHURCHES
Seaiy ar wires
ey

On this ' missionary journey, Barnabas seems to be in the eld#esian role, while Saul is the new
kid-on-the-block, overS| ASNJ FaaAradl yao the? HieBrewSdriptnreQvnen K&Sik @& dz
preaching to a primarily Jewish audience.

QX
I'da
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1* Missionary Journey c. 46-48 A.D. (with Barnabas)

Reference

Notes

Verse(s)

Antioch (Syria), Sedia
to Salamis (Cyprus)

Led by the Holy Sprit

Acts 13:13

On Cyprus to Papuls

I Sorcerer Badesus
blinded by Paul

T 139 ¢ Saul
comes Paul

le-

Acts 13:612

Perga in Pamphilia

John Mark leaves This
will later cause a rift
between Barnabas an
Paul

Acts 13:13

Antioch in Pisidia

A In modernday
Turkey

A Paul defends his
ministryto the
Gentiles in verses
46-48, which ag-
ers some local
Jews

A Paul & Barnabas
expelled from the
region They leave
I F G S Nshabk S
the dust from their
feet in protest
against them and
went to Iconiun® ¢

Acts 13:1450

Iconium

Plot to stone Paul &
Barnabas

Acts
14:5

B:51-

Lystra

A Paul heals a qit
pled man(his first
recorded healing)

A Barnabas is miat
ken for Zeus
(probably because
of his size) and
Paulis mistaken
for Hermes
(Hermes was a
omessenger of the
god<€). Paul reo-

f A Watoaare
only men, human
like yaud €

A Paulisstoned and
left for dead

Acts 14:620

Derbe

t Fdz 3 .wolN
a large number of @k

ciples KSNB

Acts 14:2er1
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1* Missionary Journey c. 46-48 A.D. (with Barnabas)

Reference Notes Verse(s)
Lystra, lconium, Amt| A Eldersareap- Acts 14:2123
och pointed in the local

churches This p&
tern would contn-
ue through the rest
2% t | dafyQ 3§
In time, many of
those elders b-
came bishops in
the early church.

Pisidia, Pamphylia, the Acts 14:2425
Perga

Attalia Acts 14:2526
Antioch (Syria) Acts 14:2628

Chapter 15

The first half of this keghapter describes the firsEouncil in the history of the Christian Church. The
4S02yR KItF RSaONRmiSananijdurBeya G NIi 2F t I dz Q& H

Versesl-5: Some Jewish believer RA al ANBES gAGK tlFdAZ |yR . Ihwmifl ol aQ
that you had to be circumcised tbe saved (probablghorthandfor following Mosaic Law). A council in
WSNHza £ SY Aa OFffSR® C2RI &3 aosSY 2FBHEYONSFENI (12 (K

Verses6-11: Peter, an apostle who had sometimes preached taotileés himself,
strongly defenls Paul and Barnabas to the Council. He uses the argumerditicat | !‘;' f
Gentiles can receive thieaptism of the Holy Spirit, they should be considered :
different than Jewish converts to Christity. He concludes with what would latefyy ¥
become acentral teB i Ay t NRWeSalieve it/igi thrduiyhhe grace of OU m
Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as theyare 61 & 2LJJ2 aSR (&
works). (PhotoY G ¢ KpBstldst2§ BSNJ )y Rt | dzf £ '

Versel2: Paul and Barnabas describe their stigito the Gentiles

Versesl3-21: James the Just, the brother of Jesus, makes the final ruling a m ,
Council. This would seem to indicate that James was the leader of the Jerudaid
OKdzZNOKZ FANBSAY3I gAGK 9dzaSoAdza YiKdamesWledf adoros I & G K S
PaulandBal 6 F & 6 YR t S (ieSsNAd notmak it difficliltifos the Geentiles who arertur

ing to God @ 2 KAf S KS A Jeod thlaRpfotested agaidstPaul ahd Bafaadbas in the first

LJ | @HBng thém [Gentiles]to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the

meat of strangled animals and from blabd) = KA &  Nizénsuyed theSfatutreSgyoilvth bffthe

church through the Gentiles, who are freed from following Mosaic L8is is a key moment in the life

of the early church. It is one of the reasons that there are 2,000,000,000 Christians in the world in 2009.

! Library of CongredsGDIGppmscal7027
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Verse22-29: The Council decides to send two men, Judas (callsalidzas) and Silas, back to Antioch

with Pau and Barnabas to confirm what the Council has decided. They are given a letter written by
WEYSa (GKS Wwdzad GKFG O2yidlAya GKS /[ 2dzyOAf Qa NXzZ Ay
omen who have risked their lives for the name of our LoslideChrigt &

Verses36-41: Paul suggesto Barnabas that theyetrace the route of their earlier missionary journey,

to see how the churches were faring. Barnabas wtmtake John Mark with them again, but Paliga-
grees saying that John Mark hadleserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the
work® £ ¢ KS RA &l 3 NBIBsplifbghiieentr&ul aRdiBariiapas.I Barbabas leaves for Cyprus
with John Mark, and Paul embarks on Hi$raissionary journey, taking Silas asadssociate.

From this point on, Acts is the story of Paul.

Chapter 16-18
Chapters 1y RS & O NN miSsionaly zirn@yd  H

2nd Missionary Journey c. 49-52 (with Silas)
Reference Notes Verse(s)
Syria and Cilicia Acts 15:41
Derbe and Lystra | TimothyZ whibse mother| Acts 16:15
was a Jewess and a believe
but whose father was ¢
Greq ¢jains Paul

Phrygia and Gat Acts 16:6
tia

Near Mysia, B | Prevented from enteng by| Acts 16:7
thynia the Spirit of 8sus

Troas, Samdi- | Paul has a drea in Troas| Acts 16:811
race, Nepolis that leads him to Mcedonia

Philippi A Lydi& a dealer in purplel Acts 16:1240

cloth from the city of
Thyatirg | Yy R K §
householdbaptized by
Paul

A Paul exorcises a demon
from a slave girl who
could predict the future

A Paul and Silas imjpr
sonedon the instigation
of the angry owners of
the slave gitlan earh-
quake shakes the fou
dations of the jaik Paul
and Silas stay, and ©o
vert (and baptize) the
jailer

A thdzA LIXI@a
w2Yly OAGAIT
the local magistrates
come to release Paul
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2nd Missionary Journey c. 49-52 (with Silas)

Reference

Notes

Verse(s)

and Silas personally

A Paul and Silas meet wit
the believers: G [ & |
house before leaving the
city

Through Amph
polis and Apot-
nia

to Thessalonica

t | dzf Qa oM NG
large number of Godearing
Greeks and not a few pram
nent womeré T  dnclis
mob violence from jealous
Jews

Acts 17:19

Berea

Ly . SNBI X hirgling
the local synaggue is more
succestlZ | MaRy ofithe
Jews believed, as did also
number of prominent Greek
women and many Gree
men¢

Acts 17:1613

Athens

Paul debates withSoics and
Epicureans at the Areopagy
(Mars Hill) telling them that
he knows who the God i
that has the alar with the
inscription TO AN WM-
KNOWN GOD

This is a good example
t | dzf Q& YegyNwhiehi
g | dTo the Jews | becam
like a Jew, to win the Jews
To those not having the law
became like one not having
i KS dolagst¥ win those
not having the lawé

Paul had some success in |
debate on Mars Hilt & !few
men bkecame followers of
Paul and believed. Amon
them was Dionyisis, a men-
ber of the Ar@pagus, also ¢
woman named Damaris, an
a number of others.

Acts 17:1434

Corinth

A Paul links up with Pridei
la and Aquilaa maried
couple mentioned 6
times in the New Teat
ment (with Priscilla
mentionedfirst 4 of

those times)

Acts 18:117
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2nd Missionary Journey c. 49-52 (with Silas)

Reference Notes Verse(s)
A Paul is finally fed up with
how he is treated by the
Jewsc dYour blood be
on your own heads! | an
clear of my responsilil
ty. From now on | will gg
totheGali A f S& @8
A Paulworks as a tefa
maker, and says for 1.5
years
A Paul receives encouga
ing words from Ctist in
a \vsion
Cenchrea Paul the Nazorite? Cutting | Acts 18:18
his hair because of a vo
that he made may be ami
dication that he had reache
the end of a tweyear con-
mitment to being a Nazoritg
ORdzNAY3a GKS ¢
NaoNR 1S 2y St
ones hairor drink fermented
drinks).
Ephesus 1 Paul leaves Priscilla ar] Acts 18:121
Aquila, who accomg-
nied him from Corinth
1 2SQNB Ayl NP
Jew named Apollos,
native of Alexandria
[who] came to Ephesiés
Paul refers to him in 1
Corinthians 3 ¢ d
planted the seed, Afde
los watered it, but God
made it growe
Caesarea, Jeras Acts 18:22

lem, & Antioch
(Syria)
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3rd Missionary Journey c. 53-57 A.D.

Reference

Notes

Verse(s)

gia

Galatia and Ply-

Acts 18:23

Ephesus

A Paul meets 12 dtiples
that have received

W2 Ky Qa . I LJi
the baptism of the Holy
Sprit. Paul (presura-
bly) administers the &-
ter baptism, and then
baptizesthem in the Hb-
ly Spirit by laying hands
on themcg dand they
spoke in tongues and
prophesiect @

2 year stay

Paul heals the sicland
LISNF2N¥Ya aS
YANI Of Sa¢
Many sorcerers pblicly
burn their scrolls, since
they were in fear of God

Acts 19:141

Macedonia

Paul stays in Greece for
months

Acts 20:12

Greece, Maced-

Paul has many travelin

Acts 20:36

8 Library of CongressAMB, no. 1239 (AA size) [P&P]
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3rd Missionary Journey c. 53-57 A.D.

Reference

Notes

Verse(s)

nia, Philippi

companions, including Tioa
thy

Troas

Paul raises Eutychus fro
the deadc | F (i Salkedt
on and o Ay (2
(the poor boy fell asleep, an
fell from a threestory wn-
dow!) This act puts Paul i
very rare company, includin
Christ and Peter. After thig
y2 2yS 02dzZ R
bonafides as a follower of
Jesus.

Acts 20:612

Assos

In verse 13, notice the use (¢
0 KS ¢ 2 MRresaniaB
referring to Luke and hissa
sociates

Acts 20:1314

Mitylene, Kios,
Samos, Metus

Paul calls the Ephesian elde
to Miletus and says his far
wells.  Paul notes thatni
every city, the déHoly Spirit
warns me that prison ang
hardships are facing nie®
verse 34, Paul mentions tha
he earned his own livin
among the Ephesians.

Acts 20:1438

Cos, Rhodes, &P
tara

Acts 21:12

Tyre

I Paul lands at Tyre, and
warned by thedisciples
there (through the Holy
Spirit) not to go to Jer
salem.

T Verse 5 mentions tha
many of the discipleg
were married.

Acts 21:36

Ptolemais

Acts 21:7

Caesarea

Paul stays with Philip th¢
evangelisf(is this the
apostle or the deacon?
Or yet anothe Philip?)
Philip had four daug
ters whoprophesied
showing that 1) there
was still prophecy at this
period of the church and
2) women could be
prophets
Pauliswarnedby Ag-
bus (through the Holy

Acts 21:915

25




3rd Missionary Journey c. 53-57 A.D.

Reference

Notes

Verse(s)

Spirit)not to go to Jeu-

salem Paul decides to
goanywa =y FlieA
[ 2NRQ& gD f

Jeruslem

Paul arrives in Jerusale
and reports - d&James,
and all the elders were

present
The old controversy of
t I dzf Qa YAY

Gentilesis opened once
again; Paul takes part i
a purification rital to
show that his is still,nk
deed, a Jew.

Some Jews from Eph
sus stir up the crowg
against Paul. The crow
tries to kill him, but Pau
is saved by Roma
troops (some irony|
there!)

As Paul is about to g
into the barracks of the
soldiers, he is askdflhe
is an Egyptian terrorist
t I dzf  NEBrhk Jed
from Tarsus in Cilicia,
citizen of no ordinary|
Ccityd € t | -
dresseghe crowd.

Acts 21:1625

The arrest and trials of Paul

The rest of Acts is about the arrest and variouals$finterrogations that Paul would go through for the
next 4 years of his lifeBefore Ido achapter/verse commentary, the overview below is provided for

context.

I FGSNI GKS O2YLX SiAzy

t I dzf Qa

2F t | dzf

Qa

fespe primarityzin Ril. &irst, Paul spent two years in jail @ C

sarea under the control of Roman proetors Felix and Festus. Later, he wou

spend two years in a Roman jail, and write some of his mesbda letters, m-

cluding ®@lossians and Ephiss.

Paul was arrested in Jerusalem, where he wasisedo € some Jews from the

LINE GAYOS 2F | aAl ¢

2T RSTAEAYy3

iKS

(

he briefly appeared before the Sanhedrin (where he skillfully separated thé-P -
seesand Sadducees by bringing up the doctrine of resurrection of the dead), Paul used his Ré¢man cit
zenship to claim Roman pratiion. He was tried before Felix, and seemed to successfully refute the
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charge of defiling the Temple. However, he would remaia Roman jail in Caesarea for two yeass, a
sumedly as a sop from Felix to thenBedrin.

The new prourator, Festus, was ready to try the case again, but Paul balked when Festus wanted him to
return to Jerusalem for the trial. Paul invoked his right &oanan citizen to have his case heard by the
emperor in Rome. During the long voyage to Rome, Paul would suffer a shipwreck off the coast of
Crete.

When Paul arrived in Rome (c. 61 A.D.), according to Acts he interacted with a group of Jewps who a
parently had heard of Christians, but were not Christiangrikelves:

G.dzi 6S slyld G2 KSFEN 6KFG @2dzNJ ot | dzf Qae @GASga | NB:
F3rAyad GKAAE aSOdoe obLxx ! Ola HyYmyo

Thus, one could theorize that it was Paul, not Petdmwas the first apostle to reach Rome, and esta
lish the subsequent church.

¢KS | 002dzydt 27F t I dzf Q& bripthding®sts (in Ga2t, sante ¥Bolak Peheve that ( K S NJ
1 OG&a 61 & o NAIGGSegorelthaempédralyf Q3 RSFSyasS o
G C2NJ (¢ 2 rsPaubstafd theelin his own rented house and welcomed all who came to see him.

.2t Rf& YR gAGK2dzi KAYRNIyYyOS KS LINBIFIOKSR GKS {({Ay3IR2Y
(NIV, Acts 28:331)

Chapter 22

OAncient Jerusalem, previous to itestruction by Titug’
Verse2: Paul speaks in Aramaic, perhaps to reassure the crowd thist treally Jewish.

Verses3-5: Paul tells the crowd that he studied under Gamalieideif, and once persecuted Christians
for the Sanhedrin.

Versess-21: Ruul gives a firsperson account of his Road to Damascus experience (the second time the
event is described in Acts)During the conversion, en Paul expresses misgivings about joining the
Way because of his history as a persecuto€hfistians susNB LI GoSlavill sead you far away to

o Library of CongredsGDIGppmsca09325
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the Gentilest ¢CKA& A& | 32 2 Roref whatvheXaid fortie crévadl go whidh tef wagi
speaking. In this case, he was probably trying to justify to the crowd his ministry to tiiée&Ge

Verse22-30: The crowd wants to kill Paul, and he is taken into the barracks by the Roman soldiers. The
w2YlFy O2YY!l fiRr&eNlhat KeSb¢ flogged and questioned in order to find out why the

people were shouting at him like thibsé 6 t S Nintandér cotilcknGve @sRed the crowd, rather

GKFYy LISNESOdziAy3a GKS @GAOGAYHOU tdzA LXF@SR GKS 46
stopped the flagd A y 3 @ LY +Fy FYdAaAy3d y2i§S3T (i K8yabigpfidelfoy RSNJI Y
my citizenship = @ak Bahlwas born a Roman Citizen.

The next day, Paul, following in the footsteps of Jesus, Peter and John, is questioned by the Sanhedrin.

Chapter 23

Versesl-5: Paul is struck in the face by order of the high prfesinias Paul points out that it ia vi-
olation of the (Jewish) law to strike him. He is then told thaaniasis the high priest, and Paul backs
down.

Verses6-10: In one of the greatest courtroom moves of all time, Paul tells the Sanhedrin that he is a
Pharisee, and the son of a Plsa®. He therd I & &tandion trial because of my hopethe resurre-
GA2y 27T céa doStrinRkifdt tRet Pharisees believe in, but the Samgs do not. In the ensuing
argument, the Pharisees and Sadducees argue with each other, as opposed torgogd#aul.

The incident tells us much about the divisionsudaism at the time of Christ. The Phari€eskeliefs in

resurrection of the dead, angels and spirits all correlate with doctrines that became popular during the
period between the Testamentand can be found in the Aprypha and the Dead Sea Scrolls (another

Jewish religious group, the Essenlead similarbeliefs) The Sdducees seemed more steeped in Old
Testament theadgy (which only mentions the concept of resurrection of the dead tlmefour times).

The Sadducees were probably Levitical dadeats of Zadok, the first high priest of the temple under
{2f2Y2Y O6AnRSBRAOSE&> I Oildzr tfe YSIYy aazya 2F W%k R217¢

Paul is once again removed to the barracks of thm&h soldiers.

Versesm M Y / K NJRA @glyouihfve testified dbdat rie indJealesn, so you must also testify in
Rome& &

Versesl2-24: A conspiracy to kill Paul arises among 40 Jews. In a fascinating turn of events, we disco
er that Paul 1) has a sister and 2)tisumclecA § A& GKS a2y 27F t I dzZ Q%- aAadSN
ports it to Paul. Paul sestlis nephew to the Roman commander to report the plot.

The commander takes immediate and significant act@®et ready a detachment of two hundredlso

diers, seventy horsemen and two hdred spearmen to go to Caesarea at nine tonight. Provide mounts

for Paul so that he may be taken safely to Governor®dix hy (KS 2y S KI yRE &dzOK
tect the prisoner. On the other hand, the commande6séa St 3ISNJ G2 3ISiG GKS 4Gt c
hands, and into the hands of the Procurator Felix.
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Verses?25-35: In a letter from the commander to Purator Felix, we discover why the commander is
taking such pains with his prisonedi6F | had learned thighe is a Roman citizén®aul is taken to @
aFNBlFX YSSia oONASTie GAGK Cldc EX YR GKSYy Aa AYLN

Chapter 24

Versesl-9: Ananiasand his cronies arrive i@aesaredo plead their case before Felix. Various false
charges are brdzd K G | 3| A yedei trigd kodifseciati e témpled @ +SNARS p- Aa AYI
cause it shows how the early Christians were referred to by their eneqiie& NBazarfene sect ®

l- P ST
Modern day photo of the ruins of the ancient harbor ae€area (phto by Barbara Briin

VerseslOwm ¢ Y tdf o6S3IAya KAa RSFSyasSz FyR OflAYa KASZ
2 @¢3 oO0dzi LRAylGa 2dzi 0KFG KST tlrhdA X fa2 o0StASOSa
the Law and the prophetsl S & LJSt@ttiere Sill be & resuection of both the righteous and the

wicked & doctrine which is expanded Revelation 20:1215.

Versesl7-21: Paul completes his defense, pleading his innocence, and once again wonders if he is being
persecuted because of his belief in the resurrection of the dead.

Verses22-27: Felix adjourns the proceedings, ostensibly until thmroander Lysias that had arrested

Paul inJerusalenshows up. Paul would remain under loose guard for the next two years, las(&ed

Drusilla the wife of Felix) talk to Paul on various occasions. It appears that Paul coulsvbaves re-

lease at any time if he had offered a bribe to Felix, but he does not do so. After two years, [elix is r
placed by Festus, artie new Romart N2 OdzNJ 4 2NJ AYKSNAGA GKS adKFG (2
lem.

So why did Paul not bribe Felix to get out of jailfYB Yo SNJ G KI & / KNEA GAsKduY &St ¥
have testified about me in Jeralem, so you must also testify in Roin& t mate impirtam fish
to fry in Rome.

Chapter 25

Versesl-5: Festus goes to Jerusalem three days after he assuffies, @nd is asked by Jewish officials
to have Paul transferred to Jealem, where there is a plot to kill him. Festus refuses, sugge stiat
the leaders make their case against Paul in Caesarea.

Verses5-10: Paul is once again put on trial in front of the (new) Roman Procurator, and the Jewlish lea
ers from Jerusalem once again make spurious charges against hinrejBetgla suggestn from Festus

that Paul return to Jerusalem for trial, and stands on his right as a Roman citizen for a Ciat&gr
(probably Nero at the time!). Pashysdl appeal to Caesa!'Y | sff Bza C SXouJhakeSappeaded to
Caesar. To Caesar you willgo!
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Versesl1-21: King[Herod]Agrippa and Bernicarrive and discuss the Paul situation with Festus. The

most interesting part is when Festus tries to sum up the religious dispute between Paul and tlee Sanh

drin - d&Xthey [the Jewish leadershad some pmts of dispute with him about their own religion and

about a dead man named Jesus who Paul claimed wasbedive ¢ KS I G GSNJ LIKN} a$S A&
summation of Christian belief, coming from a Roman governor.

Verse22-27: The trial starts up agn the next day, at the request of Agrippa. Festus complains that he
R2SayQi NBFIftfte KIS lFye tSAAGAYFOS OKFNHSa F3AFAya

Chapter 26

Versesl-8: At the invitation of Agrippa, Paul is invited to speak. Paul once pgaitaims that he is a
WSgs> FyR OfFAYA GKI G KAA&ctenofte dedadNAYSé Aa (GKS oSt A

Verses9-11: Paul here admits that he was involved in the putting of Christians to deatliaen they
were put to death, | cast my vote against then®hisis implied in the incident of Stephen the martyr,
but Paul is explicit here.

Versesl2-18: Paul gives a firpterson account of his Road t@fascus experience (the third time that

an account of this incident appears in Acts.) He is explicittdieuole as revealed by Christ in theiinc

dentcad G2 2LISY GKSANI wDSYUGAf Sa& eReSand tri thednffrénTdarknéss 61 & | f
light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place
amongthose who are sagiified by faith in mep ¢

¢ KS dza S 2 Frrithie® frdmkdalinésStolight A a Ay ISNBadAy3od W2 Ky (K
accused of being either a Gnostic or an overly Hellenized Jew because of his use of the light verses dark
imagery inJohn 1:118. However, this verse in Acts proves that John was not the only follower of Jesus

to use that imagery. Also, the Essenes had used mwagéry long before Paul and John were born. An

example follows:

©D2R8 aONBLI (i SR oxbvgrthé ®orldahddhiade Rog hifri tyiakspiriteat he might walk by
them until the appointed time of his visitation; they are the spirits of truth an@rmbr. In the abode of
light are the origins of truth, and from the source of darkness are thermrigferror. In the hand of the
prince of lights is dominion over all sons of righteousness; in the way otligitvalk. And in the hand of
the angel of darkness is all dominion over the sons of error; and in the efalggkness they walk. And by
the angel of darkness is the stimg of all the sons of righteousness...lilié God of Israel and his angel of
0 NYzi K KI @S KSft LIS Rvahuél bf DifcilBeMilae Buirows fFadldtidn pK3T4p ¢ 6

Versesl9-23: Paul gives his belief that dedulfills the Messianipropheciesn the Old Testament:

| am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would hapihen the Chrisfthe Mes-
siah]would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would proclaim light to his own pemgleo
the Gantiles. (Acts 26:2223, NIV)

Verse24-32: Perhaps with a certain amount ofymess, Agrippaskst | dBoyou ¢hink that in such a

short time you can persuade me to be a Christian? t I dzf | prayS3ail thaSnbt>onlydyou but all

who are listening to me today may become what |®h t | dzA Yy S@SNJI 3 Ape&chor dzZLJ |y
to try to make converts to Christ.
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After the proceedings end for the day, Agrippa andtl® agree that there are no legitimate charges
against Paul. AgrdLJ- O 2 Y Yh& yhéndcauld Giave been set free if he had not appealed to Gagsar
But Paul must go to Rome.

Chapter 27

Versesl-8: Paul begins his epic journey by sea from Caesarean®.RThe Roman centurion Julius
extends courtesies to Paul alongp¢ way.

Verses9-20Y h¥F GKS {2dzi KSNYy O21 &0 2 aurvoyddeis@ang tolbedzf &1 N
disastrous and bring great loss to ship and cargo, and to our own lives diso | 2 6 SOSNE (G KS C
the captain, and the pilot of the shigecide to journey owards.

z A

bSIFNJ GKS AaftlyR 2F /| dzRIX GK AKALI NHzya Ayid2 | Kdz

Verses21-26: Still engulfed in the hurricane, Paul offers solacéhdQ NS ¢ =  &dstinight ah arel
of the God whosell Y | yR ¢gK2Y L aSNBS &aiG22R 0SaiARS YS | yR .
stand trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail itk you.

Verse27-32: After two weeks (!) of the storm, some of the sailors lowkfehdoat to try to save thm-
asSt oSao t dA &1 Nya GKS OSyddaNA2ya FyR GKS &a2f RAS
seems to be a quite practical observation).

Verses33-38: Paul encourages the men to eat, andemates that they wil all be saved. We are told
that there are 276 people on board.

Verses39-44: The ship is finally grounded on a sand bar, and everyone makes it to land safely (just as
Paul had predicted). The soldiers were planning to Kill all the prisoners to pringntfrom escaping,
buttheceni dzZNA 2y A G2 LIISR GKSY G2 al @S tldZ Qa tATFSoP

Chapter 28

Versesl-6: The island that thelanded near was Malta, which means that the ship had been blown
clear across the Adriatic Sea during the storm. Paul is bitten by g aipgémwhen he suffers no ilfe
fects, the people dlieve he is a god.

Verses/-10: Paul heals the ailing father of Publius, the chief official of the island. He performs many
Y2NB KSI f Ay 3 &heh this iad appknéd, the/éstof tide sicktba island came and were
curedd €

Versesl1-16: After a threemonth stay on Malta @& dzY SRf @ 3 G KNR dzZAK GKS gAYy (i SND
Rome continues on another ship. After landing uteBli, Paul continues toward Rome on fobte is

greeted by somédrothers from Rome dThe brothers there had heard that we were coming, and they

traveled as far as the Forum of Appius and the Thiee@rhs to meet us ® tdzAZ FAYyLFffe | N
and is placed under house arrest.

CKS GONRGKSNEE oREBS IEAE SG2 ONB I GBS Iy AyGSNBadGAy3I |
refer to fellow Christians, or were they Jews (as Paul always started his missionary journeys to new cities
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G GKS 201Kt &gyl 323dzS0o hhd NB K S a4 BegClristiati @gde Yor G KS |
fellow believers. But wait, there is more information to come.

Versesl7-H H Y t dZA OFftfta | YSSGAy3a 2F 20t WSe&AaK S
vere!) He tells them why he is in Rome under arrest. The Jewssi K| & (G KSe& KI Ry Qi KSt
ically, but they are eager to hear about the Christians:

We have not received any letters from Judea concerning god,none of the brothers who have come
from there has reported or said anything bad about you. Betwant to hear what your views are, for we
know that people everywhere are talking against this s€aicts 28:2122, NIV)

b2G4S GKIFIG m0 GKS WSgAaK fSFRSNB NBTFSNI tade nii KSNJ WS
any Christians in RomeOre could make a case that Paul is the first Christian (or at least, the first Chri

tian leader) to reach Rome. Thuisis possibleghat it was Paul, not Peter, who founded the church in

Rome! This theory is further buttressed the fact that 1)Paul enéd up in Rome at the direction of

Jesus himseHnd 2) mwhere in the New Testament does it say that Peter was ever in Rome.

RegardingtheWLI2 Ay | 0290383 LQY y2i &dza3Sadidtyer sderisltail t SG S
be ample church tradition tgplace Peter there. However, in the divine, revealed Word of God, only Paul
is explicitly placed in Rome.

Verse23-27: Paul draws large crowds (assumedly from the local Jewish population), and preaches the

2 2 NRO® {2YS WSga oS PauSadd/Msa KoSIRI (2KRKESSNE] KR AUR YRAGRY QG 6
Old Tetamentca D2 G2 GKA& LIS2LX S FyR aleé&sz a,2dz gAfft 0SS S
be ever seeing but neverpe S A GA Yy 3 dé

Verse28: Paul ends his preaching by stressing the mapoae of taking the Word to the Gentiles
GTheeF 2 NB L gyl @&2dz (2 1y2¢ (GKIFIG D2RQ&a alftgriarzy Ki

¢CKS | O02dzy i 27F t | dzf Q& bripMdindsts (inda2t, som ¥cholak bdlieve thet § K S NJ
Aci 61 & G6NAGGSY efordthaempefod RSFSyas o

For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed all who came to see him.
Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.
(NIV, Acts 28:3681)

a2y

Arch of tus, Nero's Tepl@bliseumnq & Aréﬁrafgéoe

So, was Paul tried before Nero and acquitted? Or is this when he met his death? We can only surmise,
0FldaSR 2y ONAST NBTSNByOSa xainge, Rhikeidh 1:22F, and latdefciiu@h f S G {§ &
tradition. Most scholars believed that Paul was released from house arrest in Rome in c. 62 A.D., and

10 Library ofCongres® AN FOR GEG®@Galy no. 8 (F size) [P&P]
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that he may have made a fourth missionary journey, which may have gone as far as Spain (Rom 15:24,
28). Church tration says that Nero executed Paul in Rome c. 67 A.D.:

Eusebius also records that Paul was put to death under Nero in Rome:

It is, therefore, recorded that Paul was beheaded in Rome itself, and that Peter likewise was crumrified u

der Nero. This accountf ®#eter and Paul is satantiated by the fact that their names are preserved in the

cemeteries of that place even to the present day. It is confirmed likewise by Caius, a member of the

Church, who arose under Zephyrinus, bishop of Rome. He, in a pubti$mdation with Proclus, the

leader of the Phrygian heresy, speaks as follows concerning the places where the sacred corpses of the
aforesaidApostless NB f F ARY &. dzi L OlApgostlaskar & yoii KilSgo to B VakcerS &4 2 F (K
ortotheOstt y 4+ &3 @2dz 6Aff FAYR (GKS GNRLKASAE 2F (K2aS gK2
they both suffered martyrdom at the same time is stated by Dionysius, bishop of Corinth, in his epistle to

0KS w2Ylyas Ay GKS ¥F2f { fuéhiayamaniioNBoind togethe tze faht@S G Kdza o
of Peter and of Paul at Rome andri@th. For both of them planted and likewise taught us in our Corinth.

l'YR G(GKSe GlFrdzaAKG (G23SGKSNI Ay €A1S YIFIYyYySNI Ay LaGrtesx |
quoted these things in order that the truth of the history might be still more confirmed. (Eusebius, Book

2, Chapter 25)

However, the New Testament is silent on the death of this greastapo
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