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LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ .ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦ  !ƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
churches have quality, Biblically-based adult-focused programs.  Unfortunately, just as many churches tend to 
dowƴǇƭŀȅ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ όƴƻǘ ŀ ōŀŘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƛtself), or focusing on the needs of 
ǘƘŜ άǳƴŎƘǳǊŎƘŜŘέΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙƛǎǘory and theology are often purposely ignored. 
 
Yet there is a strong need for adult education focused on both the Bible and the basic tenets and history of the 
Faith.  Among the reasons: 
 

¶ Not all adults come from a strong childhood background in the church ς adult Sunday School classes/Bible 
studies may be their first serious introduction to what Christianity is all about 

¶ Christianity (and especially Evangelical Christianity) is under constant attack from the media and popular 
culture (movies, music, etc.).   We need to give fellow Christians the tools to defend the Faith against at-
tack (or to provƛŘŜ ŀ άǊŜŀŘȅ ŘeŦŜƴǎŜέ ŀǎ tŜǘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎ ƛƴ м tŜǘŜǊ оΥмрύ 

¶ Even adult Christians that have a strong Biblical background often know little about the origins and history 
of their Faith 

 
To better meet the needs of adult Christians (both those mature in their Faith, and those just starting out in the 
ά{ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘέύΣ LΩǾŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Jewish roots), as well as the development of doctrine in the Church.  The topics represented in these courses are 
ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ walk in the Faith, as well as serve as a starting point for Christian apolo-
getics. 
 
While the primary purpose of these courses is for use in churches, they also may be useful for High School and Col-
lege projects, especially the courses focused primarily on historical aspects.   
 
One note: these courses are primarily written from an Evangelical Protestant viewpoint (I come from a Reformed 
Church background), but I hope I've given ample time to other points of view throughout the various courses. 
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Introduction 
Acts of the Apostles is the grand and exciting story of what is sometimes reŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άǇǊƛƳƛǘƛǾŜ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘέ ς the church of the Apostles.  Acts is the story of how the views of an obscure Jewish Messianic 
group spread throughout the Mediterranean and beyond in under two generations.  Acts is the story of 
the two greatest evangelizing Apostles ς Peter and Paul. 
 
The Acts of the Apostles, along with the Gospel of Luke, form one of the great histories of the ancient 
world.  And the author, Luke the Physician, must rate among the great historians of all time.   
 
A note on the format of this course ς while I generally follow the typical verse-by-verse format of a Bible 
ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅǎ L ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ-based commentary, 
rather than a verse-based one. 

Authority 
Unlike, say, Revelation or 2 John/3 John, there appears to have never been any controversy regarding 
the inclusion of Acts in the New Testament canon.  Irenaeus in his c. 180 A.D. Against Heresies quoted 
from Acts 194 times.  Acts appears in the mysterious Muratori Canon, a fragmentary list (85 lines) dating 
to c. 200 A.D., named (after its 18th century discoverer, Lodovico Muratori). 
 
In EuseōƛǳǎΩ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŎΦ онр !Φ5ΦΣ ƘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ !Ŏǘǎ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘέ ōƻƻƪǎ 
of the New Testament canon: 
 

THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES THAT ARE ACCEPTED AND THOSE THAT ARE NOT. 
 
SINCE we are dealing with this subject it is proper to sum up the writings of the New Testament which 
have been already mentioned. First then must be put the holy quaternion of the Gospels; following them 
the Acts of the Apostles.  (Ecclesiastical History, Eusebius, Book 3, Chapter 25; emphasis added) 

 
Saint Athanasius includes Acts in his 367 A.D. list of books of the New Testament.  The below list is the 
oldest extant list of books that make up our modern day New Testament: 
 

5. Again it is not tedious to speak of the [books] of the New Testament. These are, the four Gospels, ac-
cording to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Afterwards, the Acts of the Apostles and Epistles (called Cath-
olic), seven, viz. of James, one; of Peter, two; of John, three; after these, one of Jude. In addition, there 
are fourteen Epistles of Paul, written in this order. The first, to the Romans; then two to the Corinthians; 
after these, to the Galatians; next, to the Ephesians; then to the Philippians; then to the Colossians; after 
these, two to the Thessalonians, and that to the Hebrews; and again, two to Timothy; one to Titus; and 
lastly, that to Philemon. And besides, the Revelation of John.  (From the thirty-ninth Letter of Holy Athana-
sius, Bishop of Alexandria, on the Paschal festival, emphasis added) 

Authorship and date 
The author of Acts has always been viewed as Luke the Physician, a companion of Paul on his Missionary 
journeys (see Col 4:14, 2 Tim 4:11, Philemon 1:24).  At least the second part of Acts is probably an eye-
witness account.  Acts appears to have been the second part of [ǳƪŜΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  LǊe-
naeus, in his c. 180 A.D. Against Heresies, establishes Luke as the author of the Gospel carrying his 
name, and also establishes Luke as a companion of Paul: 
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"Matthew also issued a written Gospel among the Hebrews in their own dialect, while Peter and 
Paul were preaching at Rome, and laying the foundations of the Church. After their departure, Mark, the 
disciple and interpreter of Peter, did also hand down to us in writing what had been preached by Peter. 
Luke also, the companion of Paul, recorded in a book the Gospel preached by him. Afterwards, John, the 
disciple of the Lord, who also had leaned upon His breast, did himself publish a Gospel during his resi-
dence at Ephesus in Asia." (Against Heresies, Irenaeus, Book 3, Chapter 1) 

 
Eusebius in his Ecclesiastical History says this of Luke: 
 

But Luke, who was of Antiochian parentage and a physician by profession, and who was especially inti-
mate with Paul and well acquainted with the rest of the Apostles, has left us, in two inspired books, proofs 
of that spiritual healing art which he learned from them. One of these books is the Gospel, which he testi-
fies that he wrote as those who were from the beginning eye witnesses and ministers of the word deli-
vered unto him, all of whom, as he says, he followed accurately from the first. The other book is the Acts 
of the Apostles which he composed not from the accounts of others, but from what he had seen himself. 
And they say that Paul meant to refer to [ǳƪŜΩǎ DƻǎǇŜƭ ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 
own, he used ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ άŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ DƻǎǇŜƭΦέ ό9ǳǎŜōƛǳǎΣ .ƻƻƪ оΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ пύ 

 
As to [ǳƪŜΩǎ death, Martyrs Mirror states: 
 

Respecting his end, some write that, while preaching in Greece, he was hanged by the ungodly to a green 
olive tree; others relate that he was in the eighty-fourth year of his age, at the time of his death. 

 
Acts makes no mention of the Destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D., so it was probably written before 
ǘƘŜƴΦ  {ƛƴŎŜ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻōably written before 65/66 A.D., perhaps in 
the early 60s A.D. 

Quiz 
1. T/F There was great controversy in the early church over whether the Acts of the Apostles 

should be included in the new Testament canon 
2. T/F  Acts records the death of several of the Apostles 
3. T/F The first great council of the Christian Church, the Jerusalem Council, is recorded in the Acts 

of the Apostles 
4. T/F  Paul of Tarsus was a follower of Jesus while Jesus was incarnate on earth 
5. T/F  The first apostle to propose a ministry to the Gentiles was Paul 
6. T/F  While Paul was imprisoned in Caesarea and Rome, he was sorely mistreated by his Roman 

captors 
7. T/F  While Paul was imprisoned in Caesarea, he tried to bribe the Roman governor to be re-

leased 
8. ¢κC  tŀǳƭΩǎ wƻŀŘ ǘƻ 5ŀƳŀǎŎǳǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ Ǌecounted once in Acts 
9. T/F  The Apostle who makes the final decision regarding the ministry to the Gentiles at the Jeru-

salem Council is Peter 
10. T/F  Paul went on all three of his missionary journeys with Barnabas 

Chapter 1 
Chapter 1 of Acts describes the somewhat chaotic time for the Apostles immediately before and after 
the Ascension of Christ.   
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Verse 1: The basis for the assumption that the same author wrote both the Gospel of Luke and Acts of 
the Apostles can be seen by comparing the third verse of Luke with the first verse of Acts: 
 

Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also 
to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty 
of the things you have been taught. (Luke 1:3-4, NIV; emphasis added) 
 
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teachΧ ό!Ŏǘǎ мΥмΣ bL±Τ 
emphasis added) 
 

bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ά¢ƘŜƻǇƘƛƭǳǎέΣ ŀ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ŜƭǎŜ ƛƴ 
the New Testament (he was probably a gentile convert of Paul, but that is all we know about him).  Also, 
note that in Acts мΥмΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ άƳȅ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ōƻƻƪέΦ 
 

Verse 3:  Background on the period following the resurrection, but before the ascension. 
 

Verses 4-8:  Jesus tells them to wait in Jerusalem, where they will be baptized by the Holy Spirit.  The 
power they receƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ άbe my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.έ  ά¢ƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘέ ƛǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŀǳǘƘo-
rizes the spreading of the goods news beyond the Jewish community to Gentiles. 
 

Verse 9: A description of the Ascension.  
 
Verses 10-11:  ¢ǿƻ άƳŜƴ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛǘŜέ όǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀƴƎŜƭǎύ, promise the Apostles that Christ will re-
turn some day the same way he ascended.  Compare with John 20: 10-13. 
Verses 12-14: An explicit list of the key members of the earliest Christian Church!  Present were the 
Apostles, an unspecified number of his female followers, and his mother and brothers, assumedly in-
cluding James the Just who would later be (according to Eusebius) the first bishop of Jerusalem: 
 

Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; 
James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. They all joined together constantly 
in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.  (Acts 1:12-14, NIV) 
 

Verses 15-17:  Even before Pentecost, Peter assumes a leadership position in the church.  Note that the 
Christian Church, which numbers about 2 billion members today, had 120 members in c. 30 A.D.! 
 
Verses 18-20:  The fate of Judas is described (compare with Matthew 27:3-10).  Peter discusses the ne-
cessity of replacing Judas as one of the Twelve. 
 
Verses 21-22:  Peter establishes the criteria for becoming one of the Twelve ς the replacement must 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ άǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎΣ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ WƻƘƴΩǎ 
baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from usΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎǊƛǘeria effectively made it impossible for 
later Apostles (Barnabas, Paul, Andronicus, Junias) ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǘƻǇ ǘƛŜǊέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Apostles.  
This may have led to some of the later animosity between Paul and the Twelve. 
 
Verses 23-26:  Matthias is chosen as the replacement for Judas Iscariot, using a two-fold mechanism ς 
the Apostles nominate two men (the first church nominating committee!), but leave the final choice to 
Divine intervention by choosing lots.  Some Amish and Mennonites still use this two-fold mechanism 
today for choosing elders. 
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One could make the case that this procedure should not have happened prior to the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit, promised by Jesus.  After all, Jesus had told the Apostles to go to Jerusalem and wait.  Perhaps 
James the Just (the brother of Jesus) or Paul was meant to be the Twelfth Apostle.  Matthias is never 
mentioned again in Acts or anywhere else in the New Testament.   

Chapter 2 
Chapter 2 is one of the most important chapters in Acts.  It starts out with a description of the Pente-
cost, and goes on to chronicle the first sermon in the history of the Christian church. 
 
Verses 1-4:  A glorious description of the Pentecost! 
 

1 
 

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing 
of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what 
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  (Acts 2:1-4, NIV) 
 

As a result of this baptism of the Holy Spirit, the Apostles are able to speak in other languages.  This al-
lows the crowds to hear the Apostles in their own tongues. 

 
Acts 2: 5-мнΥ  ¢ƘŜ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ άƧǳǎǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘέ ǘƻ ƻŎŎǳǊ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ǿŀǎ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ άDƻŘ-fearing Jews fǊƻƳ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƘŜŀǾŜƴέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŎǊƻǿŘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ 
sound of the Pentecost, and then heard the Apostles speaking to them ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ άŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ 
us hears them in his own native lanƎǳŀƎŜέΦ  aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘ ǾƛŜǿǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜΣ 
and makes them willing to listen to what the Apostles ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΧ 

 
!Ŏǘǎ нΥмоΥ ΧƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Apostles of being drunk. 
 
Acts 2: 14-40:  Peter preaches the first sermon in the history of the Christian Church.  He 
begins by tying the event that just haǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΣ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ WƻŜƭ όάLƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŘŀȅǎΣ DƻŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ǇƻǳǊ ƻǳǘ Ƴȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέΧύ  IŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ 
and resurrection of Jesus to the Old Testament prophesy of David: 

 

                                                           
1
 Library of Congress, LAMB, no. 1656 (B size) [P&P] 
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άTherefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will live in hope, because you will not 
abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay.έ όPsalm 16:9-10, NIV) 
 

Peter then delivers the heart of Christian theology: 

 
Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and 
Christ [Messiah]. (Acts 2:36, NIV) 
 

Peter then exhorts the crowd to be baptized, and asǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 
children and for all who are far offτfor all whom the Lord our God wiƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭέ όŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǇǊŜŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƭƛƴƎƻΣ 
there). 

 
Verse 41:  In the first altar call in the history of the church, 3,000 people convert to what will later be 
called Christianity. 

 
Verses 42-47:  These verses describe how the early Christians worshipped and lived, including these 
points: 

¶ They devoted themselves to teaching, fellowship, the breaking of bread, and prayer 

¶ The Apostles performed many wonders and miraculous signs (as Jesus  had promised ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ 
be able to do) 

¶ All believers held everything in common (similar to the Essenes), and sold their possessions to 
give to the poor 

¶ ¢ƘŜȅ ƳŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ ŎƻǳǊǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ƘƻƳŜǎ 

¶ They continued to increase in number 
This aforementioned communal worship pattern existed only in the primitive Jerusalem church.  There is 
no evidence that it ever appeared in the Gentile church, probably because the Gentile church realized 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƻƭŘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǿŜŀƭǘƘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ 
money for the church to surǾƛǾŜ ƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  ό¢ƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ Ǌe-
turn was imƳƛƴŜƴǘΤ ǘƘǳǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ άōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ Ǉƭŀƴέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΗύ  
However, this communal form of worship was a model followed by early monastics such as St. Antony 
and St. Benedict. 

Chapter 3 
In Chapter 3, Peter and John perform a miracle by healing a man that was crippled from birth.  As the 
crowd forms to view the aftermath of this miracle, Peter turns it into a teaching moment. 
 

 
άSaints Peter and John curing the sickέ

2
 

                                                           
2
 Library of Congress LC-DIG-ppmsca-18665 
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Verses 12-16:  After castigating the crowd for handing Jesus over to be killed, Peter identifies how the 
man was healed ς not through some power of Peter or John, but through faith in Jesus Christ.  Note how 
early this became a central tenet of Christianity. 
 
Verses 17-26:  9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘ ƛǎ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎƛŀƘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ άRepent, 
then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the 
LordέΦ   Lƴ verse 21, Peter addresses what (at the time) was the tricky question of when Christ would re-
turn ς άHe must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised 
long ago through his holy prophetsέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŜƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ tŜǘer linking Christ with the Old Testament 
prophecies of Moses and Samuel.    

Chapter 4 
In Chapter 4, Peter and John are arrested and questioned by the Sanhedrin for the first time.  (The San-
hedrin had probably ŦƛƎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƘing when they set in motion the series 
ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΤ ȅŜǘ ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǎǘƛǊǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ άƳƻǊŜ 
ǘǊƻǳōƭŜέΗύ 
 
Verse 4:  Although jailed by the Sanhedrin, the preaching of Peter and John continues to gain followers 
to the cause, with 5,000 Christians in existence at this time. 
 
Verses 5-7:  Peter and John are questioned by the same crew that had earlier questioned Jesus, includ-
ing Annas and CaiaphasΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǎƪ ƘƛƳΣ άBy what power or what name did you do thisΚέ [heal the crip-
pled man].   
 
Verses 8-ммΥ  tŜǘŜǊΣ άŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘέΣ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴƘŜŘǊƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ άIt is by the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you 
healedΦέ  teter goes on to quote the famous verses from Psalm 118:22Σ άǘƘŜ ǎǘƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊǎ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘΣ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇǎǘƻƴŜΦέ  ¢ƘƛǎΣ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅΣ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŎŎǳǎation of murder against the Sanhedrin.  
 
Verse 12:  The Christian concept of exclusivity of salvation through Christ was present in the earliest 
days of the church. 
 
Verses 13-17:  The Sanhedrin realizes that the miracle actually took place, and that Peter and John were 
άunschooled, ordinary menέΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƎƛǾŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ ǾŀƭƛŘƛty in many 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ ς how else could a movement that started out with a group of Galilean fisherman spread 
so fast and become so prominent, unless by divine intervention?  
 
Verses 18-22:  The Sanhedrin admonish Peter and John against further preaching, but Peter replies that 
άwe cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heardΦέ 
 
Verses 23-31:  After Peter tells the other followers about the threats made to them by the Sanhedrin, 
the followers pray to God, and are filled (by the Holy Spirit) with an even greater dedication to spread 
the good news. 
 
Verse 32-35:  A further description of the communal nature of the early church, as well as their charita-
ble efforts.  (See commentary on Chapter 2:42-47). 
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Verse 36-37:  Barnabas (described as an apostle in Acts 14:14) makes his first appearance to Acts.  We 
learn that his given name is Joseph, he is a Levite from CyǇǊǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ .ŀǊƴŀōŀǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ά{ƻƴ 
of EnŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέΦ 
 
Barnabas would become an early mentor and sponsor of Paul, introducing him to the Apostles in Jerusa-
ƭŜƳ ŀŦǘŜǊ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΦ  .ŀǊƴŀōŀǎ ŀƴŘ tŀǳƭ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ !ƴǘƛƻŎƘ ό{ȅǊƛŀύΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ 
ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴέ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǳǎŜŘΦ  [ŀǘŜǊΣ .ŀǊƴŀōŀǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ tŀǳƭ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ƴƛssionary journey, and 
seems to have been in charge during at least some parts of the journey.  He must have been a large 
man, because in Lystra, the people mistook him for Zeus! 
 
Barnabas and Paul were key participants in the Jerusalem Council described in Acts 15.  They 
represented the view that the Gentiles did not have to be circumcised in order to be saved. 
 
Later, Barnabas and Paul would part company in a dispute over John Mark, the cousin of Barnabas.  John 
aŀǊƪ ƘŀŘ άŘŜǎŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ tŀmǇƘȅƭƛŀέ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ tŀǳƭΣ ŀƴŘ tŀǳƭ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻmpany 
ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ άǎƘŀǊǇ ŘƛǎaƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘέΣ ŀƴŘ tŀǳƭ ŎƘƻǎŜ {ƛƭŀǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ 
Barnabas to go with him on his second missionary journey. 

Chapter 5 
Verses 1-10:  The story of Ananias and Sapphira is one of the more difficult ones in the New Testament.  
²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ !ƴŀƴƛŀǎ ŀƴŘ {ŀǇǇƘƛǊŀ ŘƛŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ 
ƻǿƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ tŜǘŜǊ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ǘǿƻ ŎƭǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ !ƴŀƴƛŀǎΣ te-
ter says that Ananiaǎ Ƙŀǎ άlied to the Holy SpiritέΤ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ {ŀpphira, Peter asks her how she could 
άagree to test the Spirit of the LordέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƘŜǊŜ is probably blasphemy of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 
12:31-32, Mark 3:29, Luke 12:10), not how much Ananias and Sapphira decided to put in the collection 
plate that morning. 
 

 
The death of Ananias

3
 

 
Verses 11-16:  The deaths of Ananias and Sapphira inspired fear and awe in the people.  More and more 
people joined the church, and more and more people came to the Apostles (especially Peter) for heal-
ing. 
 
Verses 17-26:  Because of the success of their preaching, the Apostles are arrested and jailed by the 
Sanhedrin (this would be the second arrest of Peter and John in a short time).  The Apostles are rescued 
from prison by divine intervention ς άŀƴ ŀƴƎŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘέΣ ŀƴŘ Ǌeturn to preaching.  
 

                                                           
3
 Library of Congress LC-DIG-ppmsca-18649 
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Verses 27-32:  Once again the Apostles are brought before the Sanhedrin and questioned and berated.  
hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ tŜǘŜǊ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǊƻƭŜΣ ǊŜǇƭȅƛƴƎΣ άWe must obey God rather than men!έ 
 
±ŜǊǎŜ ол Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀŘ {Ŝŀ {ŎǊƻƭƭǎΦ  ±ŜǊǎŜ ол ƳŀƪŜǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎ άwhom 
you had killed by hanging him on a treeΦέ  Lƴ ŀ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎ ƳŜǎǎƛŀƴƛŎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀŘ {Ŝŀ {ŎǊƻƭƭ 
пvрпмΣ ƛǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ άdo not afflict the weak by wasting or hanging...[Let] not the nail approach himΦέ 
 
пvрпм άIŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 
[pe]ople. His word is like a word of heaven, and his teaching is in accordance with the will of God. His 
eternal sun will shine, and his light will be kindled in all the corners of the earth, and it will shine in the 
darkness. Then the darkness will pass away [fr]om the earth, and thick darkness from the dry land... 
 
They will speak many words against him, and they will invent many [lie]s and fictions against him and 
speak shameful things about him. Evil will overthrow his generation...His situation will be one of lying and 
violence [and] the people will go astray in his days, and be confounded... 
 
...and do not afflict the weak by wasting or hanging...[Let] not the nail approach himΦΦΦέ ό¢Ǌŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
from The Suffering Servant at Qumran, John J. Collins, Bible Review, Dec. 1993; emphasis added)  
 

Verses 33-39:  We sometimes assume that all Pharisees were against Jesus and his followers, but this is 
not entirely true.  At one point in Luke, the Pharisees warn Jesus that Herod wants to kill him.  A promi-
nent Pharisee on the Sanhedrin, Nicodemus, is a follower of Jesus.  Acts 15 records that there were Pha-
risees among the early Christian Church.  And, of course, Paul announces on several occasions with 
some pride that he was trained as a Pharisee.  In the reference here, the Apostles are released from 
prison by the intervention of the Pharisee Gamaliel, under whom Paul studied.  Gamaliel, along with 
Rabbi Hillel, is often considered to be the founder of Rabbinical Judaism.     

Chapter 6 
In this chapter, the first deacons in the church are appointed. 
 
Verse 1:  Verse 1 shows that divisions were already creeping into the nascent church (and Acts makes no 
attempt to whitewash these divisions).  In this case, the divisions are between the Grecian Jews (Helle-
nized Jews) and the Hebraic Jews, over the distribution of alms to widows. 
 
Verses 2-4:  The Apostles decide to appoint a committee of believers to look after the distribution of 
ŀƭƳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ όƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŘŜŀŎƻƴέύ ƛǎ ǘƻ  be άknown to be full of the 
Spirit and wisdomέΦ 
 
Verse 5:  The first deacons in the church are appoinǘŜŘΥ  άStephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy 
Spirit; also Philip [probably not Philip the apostle], Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas 
from Antioch, a convert to JudaismέΦ 
 
Verse 6:  The tradition of ordaining by the laying on of hands starts here. 
 
Verse 7:  Christianity continues to spread, in this case to Jewish priests. 
 
Verses 8-15:  False charges are brought against Stephen (assumedly the same Stephen that was just ap-
pointed deacon) by some Grecian Jews.  Like Jesus, he is seized and brought before the Sanhedrin; like 
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Jesus, false witnesses are brought against him; and like Jesus, he is accused of blasphemy because άwe 
have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place [the Temple] and change the cus-
toms Moses handed down to usΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ όǳƴǎǇŜŎified) period that an 
official of the nascent Christian church would be brought before the Sanhedrin for questioning.  The 
Sanhedrin must have been disconŎŜǊǘŜŘ ōȅ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ άthey saw that his face was like the face of 
an angelέ.  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǇŜǎƪȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀǿŀȅ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅΗ 

Chapter 7 
Verses 1-53:  Stephen responds to his questioning by the Sanhedrin by lecturing them on Jewish history, 
starting with Abraham, and progressing through David and Solomon.  He points out two instances where 
the people and their elders reject holy men favored by God ς Joseph and Moses.  He ends his disserta-
tion by accusing the Sanhedrin of doing the same thing: 
 

51
ά¸ƻǳ ǎǘƛŦŦ-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just like your fathers: You always 

resist the Holy Spirit! 
52

Was there ever a prophet your fathers did not persecute? They even killed those 
who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered himτ

53
you 

who have received the law that was put into effect through angels but have not obŜȅŜŘ ƛǘΦέ  (Acts 7:51-53, 
NIV) 
 

Verses 54-слΥ  {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƘŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǎŜŜǎ άthe Son of Man standing at the right hand 
of GodέΦ  {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ is then dragged out of the city and illegally stoned (only the Romans had the legal 
right to orŘŜǊ ŀ Ƴŀƴ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘύΦ   {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ άLord Jesus, receive my spiritέ and ά[ƻǊŘΣ Řƻ 
not hold this sin against themέ are similar to the words of Jesus on the cross. 
 

 
Stoning of Stephen, from Martyrs Mirror 

 

In verse 58, the first reference in Acts to Saul/Paul is made - άMeanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes 
at the feet of a young man named Saul.έ  ²Ŝ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ƛƴ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ у ǘƘŀǘ {ŀǳƭ όŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘύ ŀpproves of the 
stoning, and possibly instigated it. 
 

Stephen is considered the first martyr in the history of the church.  According the aŀǊǘȅǊΩǎ aƛǊǊƻǊ, the 
stoning occurred 4 years after the ascension of Christ: 
 

Such was the end of this upright man Stephen, to whom the honor of Jesus Christ was dearer than his 
own life. It is stated to have taken place in the year thirty-four after the birth of Christ, in the nineteenth 
year of the reign of Tiberius, which was the thirty-eighth year of his age.  It happened in the seventh year 
after the baptism of Christ. 
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Chapter 8 
Verses 1-3:  Here we are introduced to the idea of one Saul as a persecutor of the church.  Also, we find 
out that many of the Jerusalem Christians have been geographically scattered as part of the persecution.  
However, like seeds on the wind, the scattering results in Christianity being spread to new areas. 
 
Verses 4-8:  Philip (probably the apostle) preaches in Samaria, and attracts people to the Word through 
healings and exorcisms. 
 
Verses 9-24:  Simon the Magician (or Sorcerer) is an interesting case.  According to the text, Simon was 
already a noted magician in Samaria where Philip was preaching.  At least at the beginning, his interest 
in Christianity seems authentic (verse 13).  However, in verses 18/19, Simon does the unthinkable ς he 
ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ ǘƻ άGive me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands 
may receive the Holy SpiritΦέ  !ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ tŜǘŜǊ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǿǎ ƘƛƳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ 
 
The early church fathers record that Simon Magus went on to found Gnosticism, the 1st and 2nd century 
A. D. Christian heresy.  Eusebius records the tradition that Peter later fought against the heresy of Simon 
Magus in Rome: 
 

For immediately, during the reign of Claudius, the all-good and gracious Providence, which watches over 
all things, led Peter, that strongest and greatest of the Apostles, and the one who on account of his virtue 
was the speaker for all the others, to Rome against this great corrupter of life [Simon Magus]. He like a 
noble commander of God, clad in divine armor, carried the costly merchandise of the light of the under-
standing from the East to those who dwelt in the West, proclaiming the light itself, and the word which 
brings salvation to souls, and preaching the kingdom of heaven. (Eusebius, Book 2, Chapter 14) 
 

The Acts Of The Holy Apostles Peter And Paul describes the battle in Rome between Paul (and Peter) and 
Simon the Magician.  The battle eventually plays out in front of Nero, and all three (Peter, Paul, Simon) 
end up dying. 
 
In verses 14-17, we discover that 1) it is possible to receive baptism by water without receiving the bapt-
ism of the Holy Spirit and 2) baptism of the Holy Spirit could be done by the Apostles (Peter and John in 
this case) by the laying on of hands. 
 
Verse 25:  Chapter 8 is when full-scale conversions of non-Jews start, with heavyweights Peter, Paul and 
Philip all preaching in Samaria. 
 
Verses 26-40:  This movement to convert non-Jews (Gentiles) continues when Philip baǇǘƛȊŜǎ ŀƴ άEthio-
pian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the EthiopiansΦέ  
However, note that the eunuch was already a seeker ς he was reading the book of Isaiah when Philip 
came upon him.  Even the Apostles could only convert those that the Holy Spirit had already prepared 
for conversion.   
 

After the baptism of ǘƘŜ ŜǳƴǳŎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜΥ  ǘƘŜ άSpirit of the Lord sud-
denly took Philip awayέΦ  ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘŜƭŜportation, or Philip simply left the 
area at the direction of the Spirit is unclear.  Later apocryphal writings on the Apostles certainly inter-
ǇǊŜǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƭŜǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǾƛŎŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŀǇƻŎǊȅǇƘŀƭ άActs of the Apos-
tlesέΦ    



 15 

Chapter 9 
Chapter 9 contains two vitally important instances in the early church ς the conversion of Saul (Paul), 
and Peter raising Tabitha from the dead.4 
 
The journey of Paul from being a great persecutor of Christians to being their most staunch evangelist 
and supporter happened one day on the road to Damascus, Syria, where Paul had been sent by the Jeru-
salem high priests to persecute the nascent Chrisǘƛŀƴ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ 
is considered so important that it is repeated no less than three times in Acts! (Acts 9, 22, 26) 
 
Verses 1-2:  Paul continues his assault on the early church.  We find an early name for the nascent Chris-
tian movement in verse 2 ς άǘƘŜ ²ŀȅέΦ 
 
Verses 3-уΥ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ {ŀǳƭΩǎ άǊƻŀŘ ǘƻ 5ŀƳŀǎŎǳǎέ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΦ  bƻǘŜ 
these points: 
 

¶ {ŀǳƭ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƭƪǎ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎ όŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƘƛƳύ 

¶ The people with Saul hear ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŜ ŀnything 

¶ Saul is blinded by the experience for three days (photo to right: The Conversion of 
Paul5) 

 
Verses 10-16:  Jesus appears to a Christian in Damascus named Ananias.  Christ orders 
Ananias to go to Paul, and restore his sight by the laying on of hands.  Ananias is hesitant, 
ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  /Ƙrist replies with his plan for 
tŀǳƭΣ άGo! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and 
their kings and before the people of Israel. I will show him how much he must suffer for 
Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜΦέ  
 
Verses 17-22:  Ananias lays his hands on Paul, and heals his blindness.  Assumedly he also baptizes Paul 
by the Holy Spirit.  Paul then receives (assumedly) the water baptism.  Saul then immediately ōŜƎƛƴǎ άto 
preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of GodΦέ 
 
Verses 23-24:  Some Jews conspire to kill Saul, but he is eventually saved by his followers. 
 
Verses 26-30:  Saul goes to Jerusalem, but the disciples are afraid of him.  Barnabas (introduced in Chap-
ter 4) becomes his spokesman and mentor.  Saul begins to preach to the Grecian Jews, but once again, 
there is a plot to murder him.  He escapes to Tarsus (his home town). 
 
Verses 32-43:  The chapter now turns its attention to Peter, who is called to Joppa after a believer 
named Tabitha (Aramaic) or Dorcas (Greek, meaning άƎŀȊŜƭƭŜέύ Ƙŀǎ ŘƛŜd.  Peter raises her from the dead 
after praying by her bedside.  As a result, Peter is able to make many converts in Joppa. 

                                                           
4
 My vote for the 3 most important events in the pre-bƛŎŜƴŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ όƛƴ ŎƘǊƻƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊύΥ мύ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ нύ {ŀǳƭΩǎ 

conversion 3) the conversion of Constantine 
5
 LOC LAMB, no. 1520 (B size) [P&P] 
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Chapter 10 
While the Word had spread to non-Jews before this chapter (the Ethiopian eunuch; the Samaritans), it is 
in this chapter that the apostle Peter enthusiastically accepts the inclusion of Gentiles into the ranks of 
the early church, after receiving a vision from God. 
 
Verses 1-8:  A Roman Centurion (about as Gentile as you could get in 1st Century A.D.) 
named Cornelius and hiǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀǊŜ άDƻŘ-ŦŜŀǊƛƴƎέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ  ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀōŜƭ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀpplied to 
Gentiles who believe in the God of the Jews.  Cornelius has a vision from an angel of the 
Lord, and he is told to send for a man named Simon Peter in Joppa. 
 
Verses 9-16:  Peter, too, has a Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǎŜŜǎ άall kinds of four-footed 
animals, as well as reptiles of the earth and birds of the airΦέ  tŜǘŜǊ ƛǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ άƪƛƭƭ 
ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ  ōǳǘ tŜǘŜǊ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǎƛǎǘǎΣ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ WŜwish food 
laws ς άI have never eaten anything impure or uncleanέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǊŜǇƭƛŜǎΣ 
άDo not call anything impure that God has made cleanΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ƻƴŜΦ  
It seemingly rejects the old covenant (Jewish Levitical Law), and is later interpreted by 
Peter to mean that it is OK to spread the Word to Gentiles.  (Photo6) 
 
Verses 17-26:  While Peter is still pondering the meaning of the vision, he is told by the Spirit to greet 
the three men sent by Cornelius.  The next day they journey to the house of Cornelius.  Cornelius falls at 
Ƙƛǎ ŦŜŜǘ ƛƴ ǊŜǾŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ tŜǘŜǊ ǊŜǇƭƛŜǎΣ άStand up, I am only a man myself.έ  tŀǳƭ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŀǘŜǊ Ǌǳƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƛƳi-
lar situations where he is worshipped as if he was God himself. 
 
Verses 27-29:  Peter tells them that under Jewish law, a Jew should not associate with a Gentile.  How-
ŜǾŜǊΣ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ hY ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ άGod has shown me that I should not call any man impure or uncleanΦέ  
Here we discover how Peter interpreted the vision that he had the day before. 
 
Verses 34-43:  Peter gives rousing support to the desirability of preaching the Word to everyone ς not 
just to Jews.  Verse 39 ς another reference to Jesus being hung on a tree.  See commentary on Chapter 
5. 
 
Verses 44-48:  After hearing Peter speak, the Holy Spirit came upon everyone in the room, proving once 
and for all that the Word is for all people, not just Jews.  Proof of their receiving the Spirit was their abili-
ty to speak in tongues, and their praising of God.  Peter seals the deal on preaching to the Gentiles by 
ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άCan anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have.έ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻǊƴŜƭƛǳǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳΦ 

Chapter 11 
Verses 1-18:  Peter returns to Jerusalem, and is criticized by some of the believers for eating in the 
house of a Gentile.  Peter tells the story we have already seen in Chapter 10, but adds: 
 

15
ά!ǎ L ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪΣ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŎŀƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ǳǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΦ 

16
Then I re-

membeǊŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƘŀŘ ǎŀƛŘΥ ΨWƻƘƴ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {Ǉi-
ǊƛǘΦΩ 

17
So if God gave them the same gift as he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to 

ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ DƻŘΚέ  (Acts 11:15-17, NIV) 

                                                           
6
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The believers in Jerusalem accept his explanation, and agree that it is acceptable to spread the Word to 
the Gentiles. 
 
Verses 19-21:  Believers from Cyprus and Cyrene go to Antioch, and preach to the Greeks (Gentiles) 
there. 
 
Verses 22-24: The elders in Jerusalem send Barnabas to Antioch to assist with the conversion efforts 
there. 
 

Verses 25-26:  Barnabas brings Paul to Antioch, and the two of them preach in Antioch for a year.  Note 
the important passage that says that followers of the Word were firǎǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎέ ƛƴ !ƴǘƛƻŎƘΦ  
¢ǿƻ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎέ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƴƻƳŜƴŎƭature for the faith. 
 

Verses 27-30:  A prophet named Agabus comes to Antioch and predicts through the Spirit that there will 
be a severe famine throughout the Roman world.  Alms are taken up by the disciples in Antioch, and 
sent through Barnabas and Saul to Judea. 

Chapter 12 
Chapter 12 contains the only recorded death of one of the Apostles (except for Judas Iscariot) in the 
New Testament. 
 
Verses 1-2:  JamŜǎΣ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ½ŜōŜŘŜŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƛƴƴŜǊ ŎƛǊŎƭŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Apostles, is put to death by 
sword by Herod Agrippa, the grandson of Herod the Great. 
   

 
The death of James, son of Zebedee (aŀǊǘȅǊΩǎ aƛǊǊƻǊ) 

 

Verses 3-5:  As part of a general anti-Christian movement, Peter is arrested (for at least the third time), 
and imprisoned. 
 
Verses 6-ммΥ  tŜǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǊŜǎŎǳŜŘ ōȅ άŀƴ ŀƴƎŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘέΣ ǿƘƻ ƭŜŀŘǎ ƘƛƳ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƛǎƻƴΦ  tŜǘŜǊ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŀctually happened until it is over (thinking it was a vision or dream). 
 
Verses 12-15:  Peter goes to the house of Mary, the mother of John Mark (author of the Gospel of 
aŀǊƪύΦ  ! ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŦǊŜedom.  The servant girl tells them that Peter 
is at the door.  Theȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƭȅ άIt must be his angel.έ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǳǎŜŘ 
ŀǎ ǇǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ŀ άƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ ŀnƎŜƭέ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ   
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Verses 16-17:  Peter is finally greeted by the believers ƛƴ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ and he tells them the story of the 
ǊŜǎŎǳŜΦ  άTell James and the brothers about thisέΣ tŜǘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎΣ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ WŀƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
Wǳǎǘ όōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ όƛǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ WŀƳŜǎΣ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ½Ŝōedee, because 
he is already dead at this point.) 
 
Verses 18-23: Herod Agrippa orders the guards of Peter to be executed.  Later, he is struck down and 
killed by an angel of the Lord: 
 
άΧbecause Herod did not give praise to God, an angel of the Lord struck him down, and he was eaten by 
worms and died.έ 
 

Verse 24:  Against all adversity, the Christian movement continues to grow. 
 
Verse 25:  Barnabas and Saul complete their mission to Jerusalem and depart, with John Mark accompa-
nying them.  John Mark will also accompany them at the beƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ journey. 

Chapters 13-14 
Chapters 13-14 ǊŜŎƻǊŘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ 
journeys.  The three missionary journeys of Paul (which combined, were over 6,000 miles in length!) ef-
fectively spread the Word of Christianity throughout the Greco-Roman world.   
 
tŀǳƭ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜΩŘ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘƻǿƴΦ  CƛǊǎǘΣ ƘŜΩŘ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ WŜǿƛǎƘ 
synagogue ς ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ DŜƴǘƛƭŜ άDƻŘ-ŦŜŀǊŜǊǎέΣ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΣ ōǳǘ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ 
accepted the rigors of Mosaic Law.  Next, he would often try to create small churches in the homes of 
ƴŜǿ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ό[ȅŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ŀǊŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ [ȅŘƛŀΩǎ ƘƻƳŜύΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƛn-
stances, he would preach in more public arenas (Mars Hill in Athens, for example). 
 

 
Missionary journeys of Paul (Classic Maps, Ages Software) 

 
On this 1st missionary journey, Barnabas seems to be in the elder statesman role, while Saul is the new-
kid-on-the-block, over-ŜŀƎŜǊ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘΦ  bƻǘŜ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƘŜŀǾȅ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ the Hebrew Scriptures when he is 
preaching to a primarily Jewish audience. 


































